HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION
AGENDA
Wildwood City Hall – Community Room
16860 Main Street - Wildwood, Missouri
** This Meeting will Not be Livestreamed **

Thursday, December 5, 2019
6:00 p.m.
I. Welcome And Roll Call
II. Opening Remarks By Chair Wojciechowski
III. Approval Of The Historic Preservation Commission October 24, 2019 Meeting Minutes
Documents:
III. DRAFT HPC MTG MINUTES_10-24-19.PDF
IV. Public Comment
V. New Business
a. Ready For Action – Four (4) Items
1. Year In Review – 2019 (Wards – All)
Documents:
V.A.1. YEAR IN REVIEW - 2019.PDF
2. Discussion On Publication Of Final Wildwood Written History Book (Wards – All)
Documents:
V.A.2. DISCUSSION ON PUBLICATION OF FINAL WILDWOOD WRITTEN
HISTORY BOOK.PDF
3. Potential Training Sessions For 2020 (Wards – All)
Documents:
V.A.3. POTENTIAL TRAINING SESSIONS FOR 2020.PDF
4. Draft 2020 Work Program (Wards – All)
Documents:
V.A.4. DRAFT 2020 WORK PROGRAM.PDF

V.A.3. POTENTIAL TRAINING SESSIONS FOR 2020.PDF
4. Draft 2020 Work Program (Wards – All)
Documents:
V.A.4. DRAFT 2020 WORK PROGRAM.PDF
b. Not Ready For Action – No Items
VI. Old Business
a. Ready For Action - One (1) Item
1. Discussion Regarding The Future Location For The Essen Log Cabin (Wards – All)
Documents:
VI.A.1. DISCUSSION REGARDING THE FUTURE LOCATION FOR THE
ESSEN LOG CABIN.PDF
b. Not Ready For Action – Four (4) Items
1.
2.
3.
4.

Discussion on Archiving Documents from the City’s Incorporation that are
Currently Being Stored at City Hall and Other Off-Site Locations. (Wards - All)
Work Program for Historic Route 66 Promotion (Wards – All)
Discussion Regarding Memorial Tribute (Wards – All)
Continued Discussion Regarding the Commission’s Participation in the
Missouri 2021 Bicentennial Celebration (Wards – All)

VII. Review Of Proposed Zoning/Plats/Site Development Plans/Demolition Requests – No Items
VIII. Other Matters For Consideration
IX. Upcoming Meeting Date – January 23, 2019 (Thursday), At 6:30 P.m.
X. Closing Remarks And Adjournment By Chair Wojciechowski
Note: The Historic Preservation Commission will consider and act upon these matters listed above and any such others as
may be presented at the meeting and determined appropriate for discussion at that time. The City of Wildwood will provide
reasonable accommodations for persons attending public meetings. Requests for reasonable accommodations should be
made by contacting Jessica Stirmlinger, City Clerk at 636 -458-0440 or email at jessica@cityofwildwood.com at least 48
hours prior to the start of the meeting.

CITY OF WILDWOOD
RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS
_________________________________________________________________________________
MEETING OF THE HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION
CITY HALL – COMMUNITY ROOM
16860 MAIN STREET
WILDWOOD, MISSOURI 63040
October 24, 2019
I.

Welcome and Roll Call
Meeting:
Attending:
Absent:
Staff:

II.

Thursday, 10/24/19, City Hall, Community Room, 6:30 p.m.
Commissioners Stevens, Hammond, Compton, Alternate Rowton, Alternate Bachert,
Commission Liaison Gragnani, and Council Liaisons Edens and Farmer.
Commissioners Scott, Hrubes, and Wojciechowski.
Director of Planning and Parks Joe Vujnich and Assistant Director of Planning Kathy
Arnett

Opening Remarks by Chair Wojciechowski
Chair Wojciechowski was out of town and not available for tonight’s meeting. Vice-Chair Stevens
welcomed everyone to the meeting, which was called to order at 6:30 p.m.

III.

Approval of the Historic Preservation Commission September 26, 2019 Meeting Minutes
A motion was made by Commissioner Hammond, seconded by Commissioner Compton, to approve
the meeting minutes from September 26, 2019. A voice vote was taken on the motion, with a
unanimous affirmative result, and Vice-Chair Stevens declared the motion approved by a vote of 4-0.

IV.

Public Comment
None
Council Member Farmer was asked by the Department of Planning to introduce himself to the
Commission and talk a little about his background.

V.

New Business
A. Ready for Action – Three (3) Items
1.

Discussion Regarding the Future Location for the Essen Log Cabin (Wards – All)
Director of Planning Vujnich provided an overview of potential locations, where the Essen Log
Cabin could be reconstructed. Three (3) locations were outlined, but it was noted that
additional locations can be suggested by the Commissioners. The three (3) areas outlined
included: City Hall, near the Wildwood Farms Community Garden; Glencoe City Park; and
Community Park. A ranking system was developed that highlighted characteristics of each and
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assessed values. Of the three (3) locations, Community Park ranked the highest in
appropriateness.
Commissioners discussed the following items: the availability of electric, but not water at
Glencoe City Park; the need for security for the cabin; the improvement of visibility near City
Hall, once the Town Center Public Space is developed; concerns with making plans on the 6acres to the west of City Hall, before the planning process is completed; the lack of
improvements in those 6-acres, so it may fit there; the support of a central location; the
potential for Route 66 Roadside Park; the size of the building, which is approximately 20’x20’;
the potential for incorporating the cabin into the Village Green area; the higher visibility in
either one of the park locations versus City Hall; the opposition to running electric in the cabin,
which is less historically accurate; the concerns with the longer timeframe with the Village
Green process; and concerns with flooding in Community Park, if placed near Bonhomme
Creek.
A motion was made by Alternate Rowton, seconded by Commissioner Hammond, to add the
Village Green, as a potential location for the Essen Log Cabin. A voice vote was taken, with no
opposition.
Discussion continued regarding the following: the potential for adding an 8th ranking for
‘potential exposure’ assessing number of visits to the park, but the belief by others this item
could also be part of #2; the use of external lighting for security purposes; the need for water
close by for fire suppression; the question if public access should be allowed to the inside of
the cabin; the need to identify the potential uses, including if it will be furnished; the need to
provide ADA accessibility; and the desire to use it for special classes, meetings, recreation
programs, etc.
Department staff noted they will update the matrix and bring it back for further discussion at
a future meeting.
2. Discussion Regarding Tribute to Lisa Kelpe (Wards – All)
Director of Planning Vujnich noted this item is on the 2019 Work Program and wanted to begin
discussions. The thought was to begin discussions and start with something small. The
suggestions included a brick paver at Old Pond School and the addition of an ‘In Memoriam’
Page on the City’s website to honor her and others that have served the City through their
historic preservation efforts.
Discussion was held regarding the following: the desire to add a brick at Old Pond School for
Larry Thompson; the desire to complete the In Memoriam Page on the website; the preference
for establishing a process to determine who is listed, based upon their relationship to and work
with the City; and creating a grouping of bricks In Memoriam at Old Pond School.
Department staff noted they will draft a process and present it at a future meeting.
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3. Draft of CLG Annual Report (Wards – All)
Assistant Director of Planning Arnett provided an overview of the Annual Report to the State
Historic Preservation Office (SHPO), which is a requirement of all Certified Local Governments
(CLG). The report was still in draft form and she requested each Commissioner review it and
provide comments. In particular, each member was asked to review their biography and
provide any updates. Comments and biographies were needed within the next week.
B. Not Ready for Action –No Items
VI.

Old Business
A. Ready for Action – Two (2) Items
1.

Update on 2019 Work Program of the City’s Historic Preservation Commission (Wards – All)
Assistant Director Arnett provided an update on the status of each of the fifteen (15) items in
the Commission’s Work Program for 2019. She highlighted the following items: the placement
of the Orrville Historic Community Marker is awaiting the completion of the City’s road and
bridge project; the progress on Belleview Farms Park, which was discussed earlier in tonight’s
meeting; the tribute to Lisa Kelpe, which was briefly discussed, but will be on a future meeting
agenda; the Department’s public relation efforts regarding the history of Wildwood and the
work of this Commission, which included a few articles in the Gazette and information in the
City’s E-Newsletter; the progress on the Essen Log Cabin, which location options were
discussed previously at tonight’s meeting; the Department’s efforts on social media posts to
increase awareness of historic assets within the City; and an update on the ongoing major City
projects. Assistant Director Arnett also noted five (5) of the fifteen (15) Work Program items
have been completed.

2. Continued Discussion Regarding the Commission’s Participation in the Missouri 2021
Bicentennial Celebration (Wards – All)
Director of Planning Vujnich noted the Department did not complete its research on this item
and requested the Commission Members postpone its discussion to a future meeting.
B. Not Ready for Action – Two (2) Items
1.

Discussion on Archiving Documents from the City’s incorporation that are Currently Being
Stored at City Hall and Other Off-Site Locations. (Wards - All)
2. Work Program for Historic Route 66 Promotion (Wards – All)
VII.

Review of Proposed Zoning/Plats/Site Development Plan/Demolition Requests – No Items

VIII.

Other Matters for Consideration – No Items

IX.

Upcoming Meeting Dates – December 5, 2019 (Thursday), at 6:30 p.m.
The next meeting is scheduled for Thursday, December 5th.
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X.

Closing Remarks and Adjournment by Vice-Chair Stevens
A motion was made by Commissioner Hammond, seconded by Commissioner Compton, to adjourn the
meeting. With a unanimous voice vote, Vice Chair Stevens declared the meeting adjourned at 7:52
p.m.
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December 5, 2019

MEMORANDUM
To:

Wildwood Historic Preservation Commission Members

From: Department of Planning and Parks
Re:

Year in Review - 2019 (Wards – All)

Cc:

The Honorable James R. Bowlin, Mayor
The Honorable City Council of Wildwood
Sam Anselm, City Administrator
John A. Young, City Attorney
Rick Brown, P.E. and P.T.O.E., Director of Public Works
Kathy Arnett, Assistant Director of Planning and Parks

The Historic Preservation Commission began, at the start of 2018, formulating a Work Program for the
upcoming year. This effort was the first time the Commission Members undertook such an effort and
believed it to be appropriate as a method to ensure its goals for each year would be monitored and
eventually met. This practice continued with a second annual Work Program in 2019, the following
progress was made in regard to completing these items:

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION WORK PROGRAM
Adopted by the Historic Preservation Commission – January 2019
Prepared by the Department of Planning
December 5, 2019 Meeting
“Planning Tomorrow Today”
No.

Work Program Item Description

Status - End of 2019

1.

Develop additional poster boards for the Celebrate
Wildwood Event (eleven (11) completed in 2018 for event).

Completed, along with a twelfth board being
requested and added. The twelfth board contains a
geographic summary of all eleven (11) historic
communities in Wildwood.

2.

Repair WPA (Works Progress Administration) wall at Old
Pond School

Completed by contractor to the City.

No.

Work Program Item Description

Status - End of 2019

3.

Continue work on Belleview Farms Project, including
providing the oversight of the preservation of historic assets.

4.

Create a tribute memento for Lisa Kelpe on one (1) of the
City-owned properties that would be located in one (1) of the
historic communities.

On-going; working with other parties on the
planning and clean-up processes for this one
hundred (100) acre park site.
Under discussion, but no decision has been made at
this time.

5.

Encourage historic preservation efforts through greater
public relations efforts, including the City’s Gazette, website
(re-design completed in 2018), and e-newsletter.

On-going; given a much higher priority by the
Historic Preservation Commission and the
Department of Planning.

6.

Participate in training opportunities of the members’ choice.

Increased in 2019, compared to past years, and
necessary for the City to retain its Certified Local
Government (CLG) status with the State of Missouri.

7.

Offer input and oversee/approve products for the Points of
Interest map for 2019 additions.

Completed and on-going for 2020. The Points of
Interest Map is updated each year for the Celebrate
Wildwood Event.

8.

Reassemble and place Essen Log Cabin on City-owned site.

Underway, with assistance of consultant. The
consultant visited the City, inventoried existing logs,
and is now preparing plans, which is the first step in
drafting the bid specifications for the cabin’s
reconstruction.

9.

Develop By-Laws for the Commission and its activities.

Completed.

10.

Complete the next chapter in the Wildwood History Book (Era
– 1920’s to 1990).

Completed. See Memorandum on this matter that is
part of tonight’s agenda to achieve completion of
the overall book.

11.

Launch Historic Route 66 promotional efforts.

Underway and a Work Program has been developed

12.

Expand social media efforts

Underway and part of the Department’s on-going
responsibility to the Historic Preservation
Commission.

13.

Create a Master Plan to address acceptance of donations and
the allocations of future funding necessary for their reuse.

Not yet started and a program item for 2020.

14.

Perform other duties, as needed, and as opportunities or
issues arise.

On-going and as assigned.

15.

City project reviews.

Completed on as-need basis

If any of the Commission Members should have comments or questions regarding this information,
please feel free to contact the Department of Planning and Parks at (636) 458-0440. This item is on the
(2.)

agenda for tonight’s meeting and a presentation is planned on this item. Thank you for your
consideration of this information and input on the same.

(3.)

December 5, 2019

MEMORANDUM
To:

Wildwood Historic Preservation Commission Members

From: Department of Planning and Parks
Re:

Discussion on Publication of Final Wildwood Written History Book (Wards – All)

Cc:

The Honorable James R. Bowlin, Mayor
The Honorable City Council of Wildwood
Sam Anselm, City Administrator
John A. Young, City Attorney
Rick Brown, P.E. and P.T.O.E., Director of Public Works
Kathy Arnett, Assistant Director of Planning and Parks

As the Historic Preservation Commission Members are aware, over the last four (4) years, the City has
completed four (4) chapters of the Wildwood History Book. This upcoming year will be the fifth and
final chapter and complete this project. This chapter will cover the time period from 1991 to 2020 and,
more importantly, provide the history of the incorporation movement, from its start in response to a
number of land use, roadway, and governance issues the area was experiencing, to its successful
conclusion on September 1, 1995. To date, the first four (4) chapters and the support components are
now over four hundred (400) pages in length and, certainly, will increase in number with the addition
of these last two (2) identified items.
Also, under consideration, has been the need to complete the Wildwood History Book in a professional
manner, which will make it suitable for placement in libraries and other similar facilities. This effort to
address the professional nature of the publication of the written words started first with the
development of a Table of Contents, Bibliography, and Index, all key components of a scholarly
publication. These three (3) key components have been assigned to the City’s partner in this project,
which has been Jill Von Gruben, of the Wildwood Historical Society. The remaining component, as
mentioned, has been the publication parameters.
The Department of Planning has been exploring having a publisher complete the book for its final
printing and sale. One (1) of the publishing houses contacted by the Department of Planning was Reedy
Press, which has experience in these types of publications and has a very good reputation in this regard.
The representative from Reedy Press has reviewed the current edition of the Wildwood History Book

and has noted that it is a wonderful community project, but needs to be edited to ensure it is a serious
publication from its content to appearance. The representative noted the page count needs to be
dramatically reduced to better present the book. The total and optimum word count that was identified
by this representative was between 15,000 to 20,000 words in total, which is less than half of the current
amount of 47,000 words. Obviously, to reach this goal, the current content of the book would have to
be changed, along with a reduction in photographs, maps, and other exhibits supporting the text. As
part of the service Reedy Press provides, it has in-house editors that can assist the author(s) to reduce
the page count, but retain the character of the story of this area. In this same regard, the representative
recommended the format be changed to a nine (9) inch by eleven (11) inch size.
Along with the size and format issues and considerations, the representative from Reedy Press
commented on the logistics associated with the book’s printing. The representative noted that five
hundred (500) copies, of the reduced size, would constitute the first run, which would have a cost of
thirty dollars ($30.00) to thirty-five dollars ($35.00) per copy, for a total of $15,000.00 to $17,500.00 for
the publication. Subsequent prints of the books would be less, at twenty dollars ($20.00) per copy. Also,
if Reedy Press is used for the publication of the book, it will need a minimum of five (5) months to
complete this effort. If Reedy Press is also chosen for the editing component, the timeframe for the
completion of the book’s publication would be seven (7) months out, which would mean sometime in
February or March. This timeframe would be very difficult, given Ms. Von Gruben and others have been
working under a timeframe of completing Chapter Five of the book in August, not to have a final version
in January.
At tonight’s meeting, the Department is seeking the input of the Commission Members on this matter
and the use of a professional publishing house for the production of the Wildwood History Book. It is
assumed that any publisher that is considered for this project will have similar requirements or
recommendations to the City. The Department also needs to discuss this matter with Ms. Von Gruben,
the primary author of the book, at this stage, since it will be most of her work that would be edited to
reach the reduced page count. Before having this conversation, the Department does want the input of
the Commission Members on the book, as well as the cost and timeline.
The Department does believe the cost is manageable, if the book is sold from this point forward instead
of being available for free. However, the Department does not believe the timeline can be
accommodated at this stage, which may render Reedy Press as not a viable selection for this service. If
so, then other publishers would have to be considered, which will add a certain amount of time to the
process as well, which appears to be a lesser amount than used in the past for the development of the
previous four (4) chapters of the Wildwood History Book. All of these circumstances do need to be
addressed in this regard by the Commission Members, so as the publication of the book will be ready
for the twenty-fifth anniversary of the City of Wildwood and celebrated in October 2020.
If any of the Commission Members should have comments or questions regarding this information,
please feel free to contact the Department of Planning and Parks at (636) 458-0440. This item is on the
agenda for tonight’s meeting and a presentation is planned on this item. Thank you for your
consideration of this information and input on the same.
(2.)

December 5, 2019

MEMORANDUM
To:

Wildwood Historic Preservation Commission Members

From: Department of Planning and Parks
Re:

Potential Training Sessions for 2020 (Wards – All)

Cc:

The Honorable James R. Bowlin, Mayor
The Honorable City Council of Wildwood
Sam Anselm, City Administrator
John A. Young, City Attorney

In 2001, the City of Wildwood became a Certified Local Government (CLG) with the State of Missouri. This
program is administered by the Missouri Department of Natural Resources’ State Historic Preservation
Office (SHPO). Requirements for certification include:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Enacting a historic preservation ordinance;
Appointing a preservation commission;
Conducting an ongoing survey and inventory of historic properties; and
Conducting public outreach and education.

To maintain its status as a CLG, the Commission Members must participate in continuing education and
training on topics related to their roles within Wildwood’s historic preservation efforts. In recent years, the
trainings offered by the State of Missouri and other historic preservation organizations have been scheduled
further and further away from the St. Louis Area, making it difficult to attend. In an effort to provide the
required training, target them more specifically to the efforts of the City of Wildwood, and make them more
convenient for the members, sessions were scheduled in 2019 as part of regularly scheduled meetings of the
Historic Preservation Commission. This effort was appreciated by the Commission Members and endorsed
as qualified training sessions by SHPO.
The Department wishes to continue this effort in 2020 and would like input from the Commissioners on the
training topics they would be interested in considering for this purpose. A preliminary list has been provided
below of potential speakers and topics:
1. Robert Gehl, Director, Membership Services, of the Route 66 Association;
2. Karen Fox, from the Wildwood Historical Society, to speak on her book, One-Room Schoolhouses;

3. Michael Allen, from the Preservation Research Office, to discuss the process used in conducting the
Historic Property Inventories;
4. Joe Harl, from the Archaeological Research Center, to discuss the pre-history of Wildwood;
5. Speaker on historical cemeteries; and
6. Representative from the Missouri Historical Society.
The Department is seeking Commissioners’ input on the suggested six (6) topics and the level of interest in
them, as well as any suggestions for additional trainings to be scheduled in 2020. All topics listed above have
been approved by SHPO for compliance with the continuing education requirement of all CLGs.
If any of the Commission Members should have comments or questions regarding this information, please
feel free to contact the Department of Planning and Parks at (636) 458-0440. A presentation is planned on
this matter at tonight’s meeting. Thank you for your consideration of this information and discussion of the
same.

(2.)

December 5, 2019

MEMORANDUM
To:

Wildwood Historic Preservation Commission Members

From: Department of Planning and Parks
Re:

Draft 2020 Work Program (Wards – All)

Cc:

The Honorable James R. Bowlin, Mayor
The Honorable City Council of Wildwood
Sam Anselm, City Administrator
John A. Young, City Attorney
Rick Brown, P.E. and P.T.O.E., Director of Public Works
Kathy Arnett, Assistant Director of Planning and Parks

The Historic Preservation Commission began, at the start of 2018, formulating a Work Program for the
upcoming year. This effort was the first time the Commission Members undertook such an effort and
believed it to be appropriate as a method to ensure its goals for each year would be monitored and
eventually met. This practice continued with a second annual Work Program in 2019. For 2020, the
Historic Preservation Commission will continue with defining its Work Program at the start of the new
calendar year, which includes the following initiatives for this upcoming year:

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION WORK PROGRAM
2020 - Proposed
Adopted by the Historic Preservation Commission - TBD
Prepared by the Department of Planning
December 5, 2019 Meeting
“Planning Tomorrow Today”
No.

Work Program Item Description

Status
Underway

1.

Undertake minor repairs, along with the painting of
trim boards and fascia at Old Pond School.

Complete

Not Started

No.
Work Program Item Description
2.
Evaluate the next group of properties to be added
to the City’s historical survey and conduct an open
house with their owners for input and feedback.
3.
Install the one (1) remaining historic community
marker – Orrville, while creating a tour map that
will highlight all of these locations.
4.
Oversee and edit the final chapters in the
Wildwood History Book, which is being prepared
by representatives of the Wildwood Historical
Society (WHS). These chapters include the histories
of the incorporation efforts and from 1991 to 2020.
5.
Offer input and oversee/approve the descriptions
for the Points of Interest Map - 2020 additions.
6.
Initiate identified program steps for promoting
Historic Route 66 through the City of Wildwood.
7.
Begin planning and design decisions on future
Historic Route 66 Pocket Park on Manchester Road.
8.
Continue work on Belleview Farms Project,
including providing the oversight of the
preservation of historic assets associated with it.
9.
Formulate, review, and adopt a Memorial Policy for
the recognition of Champions of History in the City
of Wildwood.
10. Create a tribute memento for Lisa Kelpe on one (1)
of the City-owned properties that would be located
in one (1) of the historic communities.
11 Encourage historic preservation efforts through
greater public relations efforts, including the City’s
Gazette, website, and e-newsletter.
12. Participate in training opportunities of the
members’ choice.
13. Complete specifications and plan sheets for the
bidding process in association with the
reconstruction of the Essen Log Cabin on Cityowned site, while defining its planned use and
location.
14. City project reviews (as projects are initiated and
presented to the Commission).
15. Expand social media efforts.
16. Participate in the State’s Bi-Centennial Celebration
in 2021.

Status

(2.)

No.
Work Program Item Description
17. Create a design for signage that would explain the
source and location of re-purposed materials that
are used in park construction projects within the
City.
18. Create a Master Plan to address acceptance of
donations and the allocations of future funding
necessary for their reuse.
19. Perform other duties, as needed, and as
opportunities or issues arise.

Status

The Department is presenting this draft Work Program for 2020 to the Commission Members and
seeking your input and direction. If satisfactory, the Work Program can be approved at the first meeting
of 2020 or, if changes and additions are offered at tonight’s meeting, they can be added for review. This
review can occur at the first meeting of 2020, with adoption to follow thereafter.
If any of the Commission Members should have comments or questions regarding this information,
please feel free to contact the Department of Planning and Parks at (636) 458-0440. This item is on the
agenda for tonight’s meeting and a presentation is planned on this item. Thank you for your
consideration of this information and input on the same.

(3.)

