January 24, 2019

MEMORANDUM
To:

Historic Preservation Commission Members and Liaisons

From: Department of Planning and Parks
cc:

The Honorable James R. Bowlin, Mayor
The Honorable City Council of the City of Wildwood, Missouri
Steve Cross, Co-Interim City Administrator
John A. Young, City Attorney

Re:

Potential Donation Offer of a Log Cabin – 2325 Wild Horse Creek Road (Wards – All)

At the Commission’s September 2018 meeting, members were presented an offer from the owners
of property located at 2325 Wild Horse Creek Road regarding their recent acquisition of it, which
contains a log cabin built in 1905. This structure is identified on the City’s Inventory and known as the
Dr. Loving House (see attached inventory sheet). The owners have suggested they may be willing to
donate the log cabin to the City, if it was interested in its reuse.
The Commission Members and property owners had a lengthy discussion regarding the following:
the potential for the City’s acquisition of the log cabin; the potential locations for reconstruction of
the cabin on City-owned property for public use; and the options for the owner, including renovation,
relocation, and demolition. At this meeting, Mr. Brock Harvey, a local contractor, who specializes in
log cabin reconstruction, was in attendance. Mr. Harvey offered to visit the property and provide a
price on the disassembly and reconstruction of the log cabin portion of the structure, if the City was
interested. The Commission Members requested Mr. Harvey complete this bidding effort and include
the cost of the following:
•
•
•
•

Removal/demolition of non-historic additions;
Disassembly of the log cabin;
Reconstruction of the log cabin (without cost of site’s preparation work); and
Restoration of the property.

At the December 6, 2018 meeting, a cost estimate, which had verbally been provided by Mr. Harvey,
was provided to the members and was in the range of one hundred seventy-five thousand dollars
($175,000.00). Both the Commission Members and Department staff noted their concerns with the
amount of the bid and the lack of funding in the City’s budget to cover this project. The property
owner, Mr. Chorzel, was in attendance at this meeting, and echoed the Commissioners’ concern,
noting he had another contractor visit the property whom he believed could provide a more
reasonable bid. The Commission Members noted that, before taking final action, they would like to
pursue an additional bid for the relocation project.
Following the December meeting, Assistant Director Arnett obtained the name of a second
contractor from the property owner. Mr. Larry Gustafson, of Commonwealth Construction, who has
experience with historic restoration projects for the City of Town and Country, was contacted. At this
time, Department staff is still awaiting a bid from Mr. Gustafson. Regardless of the result of this bid,
the Department is still concerned with the lack of funding in the City’s budget. At this time, if the
property owners can make a profit from selling the assets in the existing home, this allowance would
be supported by the Department, since the City is unable to fund the appropriate relocation.
However, if at the time of demolition, the property owner still wishes to donate the raw materials,
the City would be willing to take the log materials and utilize them in future projects. The intention
of this acquisition would not be for the full reconstruction of the cabin, but for use of the raw
materials in future, unknown at this time, City projects.
If any of the Commission Members should have comments or questions regarding this information,
please feel free to contact the Department of Planning and Parks at (636) 458-0440. A presentation
is planned on this matter at tonight’s meeting. Thank you for your consideration of this information
and discussion of the same.
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