MEMORANDUM
To:

Mayor Bowlin and City Council Members

From: Rick Brown, Director of Public Works / City Engineer
Date:

February 20, 2019

Re:
Proposed Restrictions to Through Traffic on Eatherton Road
Last fall, the Board of Public Safety, heard concerns from residents along Eatherton Road between Route
109 and Route CC (Wild Horse Creek Road) regarding cut-through traffic. Residents are frustrated that
motorists use this section of Eatherton Road to avoid delays at the intersection of Wild Horse Creek Road /
S. Eatherton Road and Route 109 due to the existing all-way stop. In addition, the Department has verified,
that mapping applications, such as Google Maps, automatically route vehicles onto Eatherton Road from
Route 109 or Route CC as a short cut. (Please refer to Exhibit 1 for the location of the section of Eatherton
Road in question.) Eatherton Road is a City owned and maintained street.
To evaluate this concern, the Department completed a traffic study of Eatherton Road on September 27th,
to determine the amount of cut-through traffic on the road during the AM and PM peak traffic hours. Please
refer to Table 1 for the results of the study. The data indicates that a high percentage of traffic is using the
road as a cut-through route. During the AM Peak Hour, 72% of the traffic on the road appeared to be cutthrough traffic. During the PM Peak Hour, 65% of the vehicles appeared to be cut-through. Please note that
the Department did not follow or track vehicles, so it is possible some motorists may have stopped at a
destination along the way. Also, it should be noted we did not determine whether a cut-through motorist
was a Wildwood resident or from outside the City.
To address the concern of cut-through traffic, the Board of Public Safety reviewed and considered several
options, including the possibility of implementing turn restrictions at the intersection of Eatherton Road and
Route 109 as well as at Route CC (Wild Horse Creek Road) and Eatherton Road. Ultimately, after much
discussion the Board settled on restricting Eatherton Road from through traffic.
Recommendation
The Department is recommending a prohibition on through traffic on Eatherton Road between Route CC
(Wild Horse Creek Road) and Route 109. The restriction would have an exception for vehicles that originate
from or are destined to a property within the City of Wildwood.
This recommendation was approved by the Board of Public Safety at their January meeting. Therefore, Bill
2448, which prohibits through traffic on Eatherton Road between Route CC (Wild Horse Creek Road) and
Route 109, has been prepared for the consideration of the City Council. For your reference, Bill 2448 has
been attached as Exhibit 2.
I will be available for questions or comments on this matter at the February 25, 2019 City Council Work
Session.
RCB
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Exhibit 1 - Location Map

Eatherton Road
Cut Through Route
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Table 1
Eatherton Road Traffic Study
September 27, 2018

Direction

Northbound
Southbound
Total
Direction

Northbound
Southbound
Total
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Morning 7-8 AM
Traffic Count
Number of Cut
Through
272
203
22
9
294
212
Evening 5-6 PM
Traffic Count
Number of Cut
Through
71
123
194

41
85
126

Percentage of
Cut Through
Traffic (%)
75
41
72
Percentage of
Cut Through
Traffic (%)
58
69
65

Exhibit 2
BILL #2448

ORDINANCE #2448

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF WILDWOOD, MISSOURI,
AMENDING SCHEDULE XV OF TITLE III OF THE CODE OF
ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF WILDWOOD; AND PROHIBITING
THROUGH TRAFFIC ON EATHERTON ROAD BETWEEN STATE
ROUTE 109 AND STATE ROUTE CC (WILD HORSE CREEK ROAD)
WHEREAS, pursuant to § 304.120.2(1), RSMo., “Municipalities, by ordinance, may…[m]ake
additional rules of the road or traffic regulations to meet their needs and traffic conditions;” and
WHEREAS, pursuant to § 315.180 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Wildwood
provides that, “When the proper signs are posted prohibiting such travel, no person shall operate
any motor vehicle directly between the points specified in Schedule XV of this Code along the
roadways specified in Schedule XV of this Code at specified times;” and
WHEREAS, the Council of the City of Wildwood desires to provide improved safety at all
times for residents of the City of Wildwood; and
WHEREAS, the Council of the City of Wildwood finds and determines that prohibiting the use
of certain designated streets as through traffic is necessary to protect the health, safety and
general welfare of the residents of the City; and
WHEREAS, the Council of the City of Wildwood finds and determines that prohibiting
through traffic on Eatherton Road between State Route 109 to State Route CC (Wild Horse
Creek Road) is necessary to protect the health, safety and general welfare of the residents of the
City.
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
WILDWOOD, MISSOURI, AS FOLLOWS:
Section One. That Schedule XV of Title III of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Wildwood,
Through Traffic Prohibited, be and is hereby amended by enacting the following restrictions:
Schedule XV. THROUGH TRAFFIC PROHIBITED

Add:

Part of Road or Street
Eatherton Road between
State Route 109 and State
Route CC (Wild Horse
Creek Road)

1

Regulation
No person shall
operate any motor
vehicle at any time,
subject to the
exception of those
motor vehicle trips
originating from or
destined to a property

located within the
City.
Section Two. The City Traffic Engineer is hereby authorized to erect appropriate signage
reflecting the regulation adopted pursuant to Section One of this Ordinance.
Section Three. Violations of the restrictions established pursuant to this Ordinance shall be
prosecuted pursuant to the Traffic Code of the City of Wildwood and will be controlled and
enforced by the St. Louis County Police Department pursuant to its contract with the City of
Wildwood.
Section Four. Savings. Nothing contained herein shall in any manner be deemed or construed to
alter, modify, supersede, supplant or otherwise nullify any other Ordinance of the City or the
requirements thereof whether or not relating to or in any manner connected with the subject matter
hereof, unless expressly set forth herein.
Section Five. Severability. If any term, condition, or provision of this Ordinance shall, to any extent,
be held to be invalid or unenforceable, the remainder hereof shall be valid in all other respects and
continue to be effective and each and every remaining provision hereof shall be valid and shall be
enforced to the fullest extent permitted by law, it being the intent of the City Council that it would
have enacted this Ordinance without the invalid or unenforceable provisions. In the event of a
subsequent change in applicable law so that the provision which had been held invalid is no longer
invalid, said provision shall thereupon return to full force and effect without further action by the
City and shall thereafter be binding.
Section Six. Effective Date. This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its
passage and approval.
This Bill was passed and approved this ____ day of __________, 2019, by the Council of the
City of Wildwood, Missouri, after having been read by title or in full two (2) times prior to its
passage.

_______________________________
Presiding Officer

____________________________________
James R. Bowlin, Mayor

ATTEST:

ATTEST:

________________________________
City Clerk

___________________________________
City Clerk
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