MEMORANDUM
To:

Economic Development Committee Members

From:

Julian M.D. Jacquin, Economic Development Manager

Date:

February 26, 2019

Re:

Interest in Future Tough Mudder Events

At its meeting on October 9, 2017, the Wildwood City Council approved Ordinance #2303 (“An Ordinance
Authorizing the Mayor of the City of Wildwood, Missouri, to Execute a Certain Community Support Agreement by
and between the City of Wildwood, Missouri, and Tough Mudder Incorporated, Regarding Yearly Events to Take
Place in 2018, 2019, 2020, 2021 and 2022”). This Agreement enabled Tough Mudder Incorporated to host their
annual Tough Mudder Missouri event at Hidden Valley Ski Resort in 2018, with the option for future events in
2019 – 2022. However, this discussion and subsequent approval occurred during the same time period as Peak
Resort’s application to develop a new 4-line Zip Tour course at Hidden Valley Ski Resort, and ultimately chose
not to proceed with hosting a Tough Mudder event that year. Tough Mudder then executed a contract with
Cedar Lake Cellars in Wright City and hosted its 2018 Missouri event at this location in August 2018. Tough
Mudder is also scheduled to host its 2019 Missouri event at Cedar Lake Cellars in May 2019.
Since that time, Tough Mudder has shown continued interest in hosting future events in Wildwood, both at
Hidden Valley Ski Resort and other areas of the community. Tough Mudder Senior Market Development
Manager Frank Wheatley emailed me on February 1, 2019, to inquire if Hidden Valley Ski (or another potential
venue in Wildwood) would be interested in hosting a Tough Mudder event in 2020. As a result, I messaged
Peak Resorts Senior Vice President of Operations Jason Boyd, and he informed me that Hidden Valley Ski
Resort is no longer interested in hosting a Tough Mudder event. I have included copies of the email
correspondence with Mr. Wheatley, and the text message exchange with Mr. Boyd, to this memo, for the
Committee’s review and discussion.
Even though Hidden Valley Ski is no longer available for this event, Tough Mudder remains interested in other
areas of Wildwood. At the February 26 meeting, I will be asking the Committee for its input to determine if
the City should continue discussions with Tough Mudder and identify other suitable areas for this potential
future event. Tough Mudder does prefer a venue with approx. 250 acres (or more), so this would limit the
availability of locations in Wildwood. Tough Mudder prefers larger tracts, and has found recent success with
parks, conservation areas, and development properties. I will prepare a map for the meeting to identify
potential areas that meet these criteria, for use in the Committee’s review and discussion.
I will be available for any comments or questions at the February 26, 2019 Meeting of the Economic
Development Committee.
JMDJ
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Julian Jacquin
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Frank Wheatley <frank.wheatley@toughmudder.com>
Friday, February 1, 2019 3:34 PM
Julian Jacquin
TM Missouri 2020

Hi Julian,
I hope you had a great holidays/end to 2018 and start to 2019! I'm reaching out to see how things are going with Hidden
valley‐‐if they'd be open to hosting a Tough Mudder event, or if not, if another potential venue might be available in greater
Wildwood. I hope the development efforts in the town are going well, and I look forward to hearing from you when you get a
chance.
Sincerely,

Frank Wheatley
Senior Market Development Manager
Tough Mudder Event Production Inc
15 MetroTech Center
7th Floor
Brooklyn, NY 11201
Office: 718‐701‐8134 ext 1045
Cell: 781‐710‐9726
www.toughmudder.com
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Julian Jacquin
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Frank Wheatley <frank.wheatley@toughmudder.com>
Monday, February 11, 2019 11:14 AM
Julian Jacquin
Re: TM Missouri 2020

Hi Julian,
Thanks for the follow‐up. Hidden Valley's position is understandable, and I hope they have a good winter and successful new
business initiatives.
You're correct in that we'd look for a venue with ~250 acres. More is almost always better, and in recent years we've been
finding success more often with parks, conservation areas, and development properties rather than big private properties (like
HV). Parking on site is ideal, but we can be flexible with utilizing nearby off‐site parking (especially if it's "weather‐proof"
[paved/gravel]).
CLC's event was a successful event, however there are improvements to be made on both ends in 2019. The 2019 event is a
bit of a "prove it" event for both sides to see if the event makes sense for both parties moving forward. I do expect to scout
alternative options in the next few months in case there needs to be a change for 2020 and beyond.
Please let me know if you have any venues in mind for me to scout on google earth when you get a chance!
Sincerely,

Frank Wheatley
Senior Market Development Manager
Tough Mudder Event Production Inc
15 MetroTech Center
7th Floor
Brooklyn, NY 11201
Office: 718‐701‐8134 ext 1045
Cell: 781‐710‐9726
www.toughmudder.com

On Mon, Feb 11, 2019 at 11:33 AM Julian Jacquin <Julian@cityofwildwood.com> wrote:
Hey Frank,
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Happy New Year, thanks for the note. Hidden Valley is open for the ski season, and is working to build out their new Zip Tour
course. However, Jason Boyd told me last week that they are no longer interested in hosting a Tough Mudder event.

How big of a site would you look for in other areas (not Hidden Valley)? 250 acres +/‐?

How did things go at CLC last year? Everything on schedule for 2019 at CLC? Thanks sir.

Julian M.D. Jacquin | Economic Development Manager
City of Wildwood
16860 Main Street
Wildwood, MO 63040‐1242
P: (636) 458‐0440 x113
C: (636) 399‐0060
www.cityofwildwood.com

From: Frank Wheatley <frank.wheatley@toughmudder.com>
Sent: Friday, February 1, 2019 3:34 PM
To: Julian Jacquin <Julian@cityofwildwood.com>
Subject: TM Missouri 2020

Hi Julian,

I hope you had a great holidays/end to 2018 and start to 2019! I'm reaching out to see how things are going with Hidden
valley‐‐if they'd be open to hosting a Tough Mudder event, or if not, if another potential venue might be available in greater
Wildwood. I hope the development efforts in the town are going well, and I look forward to hearing from you when you get a
chance.

2

Sincerely,

Frank Wheatley
Senior Market Development Manager
Tough Mudder Event Production Inc
15 MetroTech Center
7th Floor
Brooklyn, NY 11201
Office: 718‐701‐8134 ext 1045
Cell: 781‐710‐9726
www.toughmudder.com
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