MEMORANDUM
TO:

Council Members

FROM:

Jim Bowlin, Mayor

DATE:

February 25, 2019

RE:

Appointment – Planning & Zoning (P&Z) Commission - Mr. Jeff Levitt (Ward 7)

DIST:

Steve Cross
Joe Vujnich
Amanda Foster
BACKGROUND

I am honored to appoint Mr. Jeff Levitt to the position of Ward 7 Commissioner to our P&Z
Commission. As you know, Jeff is a former Council Member from Ward 7, having served in
that capacity for five years. As a Council Member, he reviewed and considered numerous
actions of our P&Z Commission.
Jeff has also served on our Parks & Planning Committee, Economic Development Committee,
and the Wildwood Celebration Commission.
He received his Bachelor’s degree in mass communication from California State University.
As you also know, this appointment is the result of the expiration of the term of Mr. Rick
Archeski, who has served in this capacity for nearly 12 years.
In April of last year, more than 70% of our residents approved of eight-year term limits for
appointed officials. While prior service is grandfathered for existing appointed officials, I
believe the intent of the voters is that eight years of service in the same position is the limit –
particularly where, as here, the eight-year limit has already been significantly exceeded and
other qualified residents want to serve.
This is supported by the large number of emails our City has received from residents in
recent days, all of which asked – without exception – that a replacement occur. As you also
know, I have previously presented the Council with three other residents to fill this position,
making this my fourth effort at trying to reach consensus.
RECOMMENDATION
I recommend the appointment of Mr. Levitt as the Ward 7 Commissioner to P&Z be approved
at our February 25, 2019 City Council meeting.
Please let me know if you have any questions, or if you would like to discuss this.
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