February 28, 2019

MEMORANDUM
To:

Wildwood Historic Preservation Commission Members

From: Department of Planning and Parks
Cc:

The Honorable James R. Bowlin, Mayor
The Honorable City Council of Wildwood
Steve Cross, Co-Interim City Administrator
John A. Young, City Attorney
Jill Von Gruben, Wildwood Historical Society

Re:

Modification to Content Discussed on January 24, 2019 Relative to Next Chapter in Wildwood’s
Written History Covering 1920 – 1990 (Wards – All)

At the Commission’s last meeting, discussion was held with Jill Von Gruben, of the Wildwood Historical
Society, regarding an outline and key events to be covered in the next chapter of the City’s written history
project, which is 1920 to 1990. Ms. Von Gruben, as the chapter’s author, wanted to discuss with the
Commissioners their ideas relative to important content and format within the next chapter. One of the
topics discussed was relative to a fundraiser held in 1933 within Pond. Ms. Von Gruben posed the question
to the Commissioners on their thoughts of including the information, which is historically accurate, or
omitting the story due to potential opposition of it, if viewed through today’s lens.
The Commission discussed the matter and chose to take some time to consider an answer, before making a
final decision on its inclusion. Since that meeting, a number of news stories have sparked greater public
debate over this type of incident and Ms. Von Gruben has chosen to not include the story regarding the
fundraiser within the next chapter. She informed the Department, via the attached email, regarding her
concerns and to let the Commissioners know her position on the matter.
If you should have any questions or comments in this regard, please feel free to contact the Department of
Planning at (636) 458-0440. Thank you for your review of this information and input on the same.

