MEMORANDUM
To:

Mayor Bowlin and City Council Members

From: Rick Brown, Director of Public Works/City Engineer
Date: April 5, 2019
Re:

Proposed Regulations on the Use of Seat Belts in Passenger Vehicles

Wildwood Precinct Police Captain Mundel has recommended that the City enact legislation to
ensure our ordinances are consistent with those of St. Louis County with respect to seat belt
regulations. Regarding seat belt regulations, the City of Wildwood Code adopts, by reference,
certain state statutes, including one which requires seat belt use, however they don’t allow
the police to stop a motorist solely for non-compliance. However, in 2007, St. Louis County
adopted a primary seat belt law (see attached), which eliminates the state prohibition on
stopping vehicles to determine compliance. It should be noted that a person convicted under
this ordinance can be fined no more than ten dollars ($10.00) and is not assessed points.
As shown in Table 1, within St. Louis County there are eighteen (18) municipalities which have
adopted a similar primary seat belt ordinance.
Table 1
St. Louis County Municipalities
with a Primary Seat Belt Ordinance
Ballwin

Chesterfield

Clarkson Valley

Creve Coeur

Town & Country

Webster Groves

Brentwood

Florissant

Olivette

Hazelwood

St. John

Kirkwood
Manchester

Plus 5 (five) others

Recommendation
It is recommended to enact primary seat belt legislation, consistent with St. Louis County,
which would eliminate the state prohibition on stopping vehicles to determine compliance.
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This recommendation was reviewed and approved by the Board of Public Safety at their
March meeting. Therefore, the Department is requesting authorization from the City Council
to prepare the necessary legislation to implement this change, which would be presented to
the City Council for approval at a later meeting.
Captain Mundel and I will be available for any questions regarding this matter at the April 8th
work session of the City Council.
RCB

