Wildwood Celebration
Commission Minutes
Meeting Date:

I. Call to Order and Opening Remarks

Chair Siebert opened the meeting at 6:30 p.m. and welcomed everyone.

• May 1, 2019
• 6:30 p.m.

II. Roll Call

Commission
Members
Present:

Commission Members:
Libby Wilson
Vicki Helfrey
Jaclyn Tripp (arrived at 7:38 pm)
Cory Lawson
Susan Siebert, Chair
Joe Garritano, Council Liaison
Gary Crews, Staff Liaison

• Libby Wilson
• Vicki Helfrey
• Jaclyn Tripp (arr. 7:38
pm)
• Cory Lawson
• Joe Garritano, Council
Liaison
• Gary Crews, Staff
Liaison
• Susan Siebert, Chair

A roll call of members was conducted and the following individuals were in
attendance:

Absent Members: Pat Bishop, Eric Aufricht, and Patricia Ward
Other Officials & City Staff:
Sgt. Brad Wendling, St. Louis County Police – Wildwood Precinct
Joe Vujnich, Director of Planning and Parks
Kathy Arnett, Assistant Director of Planning and Parks

III. Approval of Minutes from the April 3, 2019 Meeting

A motion was made by Council Liaison Garritano, seconded by Commissioner
Helfrey, to approve the April 3, 2019 meeting minutes. A voice vote was taken,
with no opposition, and the minutes were declared approved.

IV.

Public Comments

None

V.2019 Celebrate Wildwood Event (August 24, 2019 – Saturday)
Director of Planning Vujnich reviewed the items that are completed, to date, for
the Celebrate Wildwood Event, which included the following: the completion
and mailing of sponsorship packets to all Wildwood businesses; the location of
the fireworks is still under review; and the Chair’s conversation with the owner
of Three French Hens and encouragement for her to participate in the parade,
with direction to Staff to follow up with Ms. Hood.
Discussion was held regarding the following: the preference of the Commission
Members to use golf carts instead of convertibles in the parade; the use of golf
carts for the Mayor, Council, and the Wildwood Celebration Commission; the
selection of a Grand Marshal – Council Member Garritano suggested Ray, a
resident of Stonecrest, who is 100 years old and the oldest veteran in the State
of Missouri. Chair Siebert suggested a resident, Grace Strobel, who is a special
needs model. A suggestion was offered to consider both, think about any other

individuals that may be appropriate in this regard and decide at the next meeting; the direction to
decorate the golf carts; the need for a program for any presentations on stage and the request the
Chair work with the Mayor to set a schedule; the potential to distribute a schedule for the ceremonies,
with a coupon on the back and distributed along the parade route; the desire for non-Commission
members to judge the parade; discussion of ideas for the ceremonies – having it prior to the evening
concert, so there are more people in attendance, the need to keep the program simple and short,
welcome everyone, introduce the Commission, and present the business award, the desire to have
the flags placed on stage all day; consensus was reached to have the Boy Scouts present the colors
in the morning, after the parade, say the pledge of allegiance, and have a quick welcome, and then
have a longer presentation at 6:30 p.m.; the desire of some Commission Members to use signs to
ensure awareness of the event, particularly yard types; use a save the date postcard to send to every
household and include a golden ticket or some incentive on it; the potential to conduct a sampling
survey of residents on whether they plan on attending and why or why not; the potential for a famous
person as Grand Marshal to attract attendees; the need to boost social media posts by zip code; 10
crafters registered so far; all kids activities, except bounce houses, are booked; 4 authors have
booked; police have made request for special equipment, but won’t have confirmation, until closer to
the event; the desire for the Commission to tour the property, where the event will be held; the
adjacent neighbors to grounds are concerned about trespassing, will address with police officers and
can use temporary fencing, and extend a courtesy to the neighbors to provide information to them
regarding setup of the property, location of fireworks, pedestrian traffic will not be restricted along
Crestview Drive, etc.; and the fact the Department will send a letter, with information on the event,
to Crestview Drive and Niere Acres Drive property owners.
A motion was made by Council Member Garritano, seconded by Commissioner Wilson, to utilize golf
carts instead of convertibles for elected officials in the parade. A voice vote was taken, with unanimous
approval, and the motion was declared approved.
Commissioner Tripp arrived (7:38 p.m.).
Discussion continued regarding the Boy Scouts participation; the City will provide flags for distribution
in the parade; Mr. McGohan noted they were on track with planning of activities; prior to June
meeting, Mr. McGohan and Commissioner Ward will meet with the reenactors; the storytellers festival
is in town and it was suggested that we seek out storytellers for the event; and consensus was
reached for Commissioners to wear the same shirts from last year.

VI. 2019 Art Festival Event (October 19 and 20, 2019 – Saturday and Sunday)
Staff Liaison Crews noted 22 artists have applied for participation in the festival.

VII. Other Business for Consideration
a. Discussion regarding July meeting date (July 3, 2019 – night before 4th of July)
Director of Planning Vujnich noted the regularly scheduled meeting for the month of July was
scheduled for July 3rd and he questioned if the Commission wished to keep the meeting on that date,
since it was in such close proximity to the Independence Day holiday, or if they wished to reschedule
it. Consensus was reached to reschedule the meeting to July 10th, at 6:30 p.m.

VIII.

Next Scheduled Meeting – June 5, 2019 at 6:30 p.m.

IX.

Adjournment

The Commission agreed to keep the next meeting scheduled for June 5, 2019, at 6:30 p.m.

Having no further business to discuss, a motion was made by Commissioner Helfrey, seconded by
Commissioner Lawson, to adjourn. A voice vote was taken, with no opposition, and the meeting was
declared adjourned at 7:55 p.m.
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