October 15, 2019

MEMORANDUM
To:

Planning and Parks Committee Members

From: Department of Planning and Parks
Re:

Public Art Opportunities within the Plaza Area of the State Route 100 Pedestrian Bridge, near
State Route 109 (Wards Five and Eight)

Cc:

The Honorable James R. Bowlin, Mayor
Administration and Public Works Committee Members
Economic Development Committee Members
Sam Anselm, City Administrator
John A. Young, City Attorney
Rick Brown, P.E. and P.T.O.E., Director of Public Works
Kathy Arnett, Assistant Director of Planning and Parks
Gary Crews, Superintendent of Parks and Recreation

Background >>>
In July 2019, the Department of Planning and Parks presented to the Planning and Parks Committee a
proposal for the installation of ‘Frisbee Dog’ at the southern end of the City’s second pedestrian bridge
over State Route 100, just to the east of State Route 109. This sculpture is part of an art effort that many
cities in the region participate in called Sculpture on the Move. The Sculpture on the Move Program
fosters relationships between communities and artists. Each community in the program, selects a piece
of art and displays it in an outdoor public area. The art is loaned for two (2) years and the City pays five
hundred dollars ($500.00) each year for the installation.
Forty-one (41) art pieces were submitted to the program for 2019. The City narrowed down the choices
to fifteen (15) pieces it believed would benefit our parks and be in keeping with the City’s values and
appearance. Then, ultimately, one (1) piece was provided to Wildwood through a selection process.
‘Frisbee Dog’ was selected as the art piece Wildwood would display for two (2) years. ‘Frisbee Dog’ was
created by Lee Leuning and Sherri Treeby and is 20” x 40” x 30” in size. It is a bronze statue. See the
images on the next page.

The Department presented this matter to the Planning and Parks Committee at the aforementioned
meeting, again, with the recommendation to place the sculpture at the southern end of the second
pedestrian bridge over State Route 100, in an area of planting space that exists to accommodate it. The
Committee Members agreed with this location and authorized the matter to be forwarded to City
Council for final action. The City Council received the Planning and Parks Committee’s recommendation,
and associated report, and agreed this location would be appropriate for its placement and authorized
the Department to make the needed arrangements with the City’s contractor to accomplish such.
This installation was about to proceed by Gaehle Contracting, when the principal of the company,
contacted the Department and noted some very specific concerns about placing this piece of sculpture
at the recommended location. These concerns can be summarized as follows:
1. The sculpture is only supported by two (2) legs of the dog, which led the contactor to express
concerns that if someone were to sit on it or push it, such could be easily broken.
2. The sculpture includes a frisbee, which has to be attached by a special component for it, which
would also be susceptible to damage.
3. The texture of the sculpture would be difficult to clean and restore, if graffiti was placed upon it.
These concerns were provided to the Department and it concurred the risks associated with this
sculpture required a rethinking of its earlier recommendation to the Committee and City Council about
its planned placement by the south terminus of the pedestrian bridge.
Recommendation >>> The Department is recommending a new location be selected for the purposes
of this sculpture and such be the City Hall site. In reviewing potential locations, the Department believes
that its placement can be accommodated on the west side of the building, where two (2) benches
(2.)

currently exist, as part of a butterfly garden, or by the Wildwood Farms Community Garden’s green
space. Photographs of both locations are provided below.
The Department apologizes for this change, but shares the concerns that, in a less visible location, the
sculpture could be damaged, while under the care of the City, which is not something the community
should allow. The change in location will place it here at City Hall, where foot and vehicular traffic are
high and allow for its visibility to be equal if not greater. Additionally, at both of the proposed locations,
the setting is as pleasant, if not better in some regards, when taking into account other factors.
Therefore, the Department is seeking direction of the Committee on this change in location.
Other >>> If any of the Committee Members should have any questions or comments regarding this
information, please feel free to contact the Department of Planning and Parks at (636) 458-0440. A
presentation is planned on this matter at tonight’s meeting. Thank you for your consideration of this
information and direction on the same.
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