MEMORANDUM
To:

Mayor Bowlin and City Council Members

From:

Rick C. Brown, Director of Public Works / City Engineer

Date:

April 21, 2021

Re:

City – Contractor Agreement with Arbor Masters for Treatment of Ash Trees

Background
Last year, we saw strong evidence of ash tree infestation by the Emerald Ash Borer (EAB), which resulted in
significant ash tree mortality throughout the City. As you know, the Department engaged Davey Resource
Group, Inc. (DRG) last year to complete an inventory of our existing ash street trees and to formulate a plan
to manage the impacts of the EAB. The inventory, completed during the winter of 2020, indicated we had a
total of 1,307 ash trees on city right of way. Last year, DRG, as part of the EAB plan, also recommended
treating 394 of our better condition trees to save them from EAB infestation. That work was recommended
to be completed over a two-year period. After authorization by the City Council, Arbor Master was able to
treat 200 trees for about $25,000 last year. (In addition, we were able to recently replant 84 trees, using
grant funds which we received from the Missouri Department of Conservation.)
For 2021, we have budgeted a total of $65,000 in the Capital Projects fund to address the impacts of the EAB
and DRG is recommending the treatment of another 200 trees, which would bring the total treated over
two years to no more than 400 trees. (Trees will be treated every 2 years, so for 2022, we may have to retreat the original 199 trees from 2020.) Based on Arbor Masters bid last year, which was for 2020 and 2021
treatments, the cost to treat the proposed 200 trees will be no greater than $25,000 for 2021.
Recommendation
The Department is recommending a new City-Contractor agreement with Arbor Masters, for treatment of
no more than 200 ash trees, for the not to exceed amount of $25,000.
Reason for Recommendation
1. Arbor Masters bid for treatment was the lowest received.
2. The City and DRG were pleased with the performance of Arbor Masters in completing this work in
2020.
3. By treating these ash trees, we preserve our better ash trees and maintain the tree canopy along
City streets. This helps mitigate the impacts due to the EAB and reduce our costs in the short term.
Therefore, Bill #2612, which authorizes a City-Contractor agreement with Arbor Masters for the treatment
of ash trees, has been prepared for the consideration of the City Council.
I will be available at the April 26th meeting of the City Council for any questions regarding this
recommendation.
RCB

BILL #2612

ORDINANCE #2612

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF WILDWOOD, MISSOURI,
AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO NEGOTIATE AND EXECUTE A CITYCONTRACTOR AGREEMENT ON BEHALF OF THE CITY OF
WILDWOOD, MISSOURI WITH SHAWNEE MISSION TREE SERVICE,
INC., D/B/A ARBOR MASTERS TREE AND LANDSCAPE, FOR THE
TREATMENT OF ASH TREES LOCATED WITHIN THE PUBLIC
RIGHT-OF-WAY TO PREVENT INFESTATION BY THE EMERALD ASH
BORER PEST, INCLUDING OTHER INCIDENTAL ITEMS AS SHOWN
ON THE PROJECT SPECIFICATIONS AND DOCUMENTS
WHEREAS, the City of Wildwood, Missouri (the “City”), has developed a three-part plan
to address the eminent demise of ash trees located on public right-of-way from the Emerald Ash
Borer pest, which includes ash tree treatment, removal, and re-planting to prevent infestation by
the Emerald Ash Borer pest (the “Plan”); and
WHEREAS, based on the Plan, the City prepared specifications and bid documents for a
three-phased project, to be completed during 2020 and 2021, to prevent infestation by the Emerald
Ash Borer pest, which consisted of ash tree treatment, removal and re-planting within the public
right-of-way, including other incidental items as shown on the project specifications and bid
documents (the “Project”); and
WHEREAS, in March 2020, the Department of Public Works solicited bids for the
Project; and
WHEREAS, a total of five (5) sealed bids, all of which were competitive and met the
requirements set forth by the City for the Project, were submitted by different companies and
opened publicly by the City on April 3, 2020; and
WHEREAS, the bid from Shawnee Mission Tree Service, Inc., d/b/a Arbor Masters Tree
and Landscape (“Arbor Masters”), for the ash tree treatments phase of the Project, was the lowest
responsible bid received, regardless of size class; and
WHEREAS, last year, the City of Wildwood entered into a City-Contractor Agreement
with Arbor Masters for the treatment of about 200 ash trees located within the public right-of-way,
which was successfully completed; and
WHEREAS, the City of Wildwood has $65,000.00 budgeted for Fiscal Year 2021 for the
treatment and planting of ash trees located within the public right-of-way; and
WHEREAS, the City would like to enter into another City-Contractor Agreement with
Arbor Masters for the treatment of about 200 more ash trees located within the public right-of-way
to prevent infestation by the Emerald Ash Borer pest, including other incidental items as shown
on the project specifications and bid documents during Fiscal Year 2021 (the “Ash Tree
Treatments”).
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
WILDWOOD, MISSOURI, AS FOLLOWS:
Section One. That the form, terms, and provisions of the City-Contractor Agreement by and
between the City of Wildwood, Missouri, and Shawnee Mission Tree Service, LLC, dba Arbor
Masters Tree and Landscape, for the Ash Tree Treatments, attached hereto, marked as Exhibit A,
and incorporated by reference herein (the “Agreement”), be and are hereby approved and the
Mayor is hereby authorized, empowered and directed to further negotiate, execute, acknowledge,
deliver and administer on behalf of the City such Agreement in substantially the form attached
hereto. The City Clerk is hereby authorized and directed to attest to the Agreement and other
documents, certificates and instruments as may be necessary or desirable to carry out and comply
with the intent of the Agreement and this Ordinance.
Section Two. That the Mayor is hereby further authorized and directed, on behalf of and in the
name of the City, to agree to do any and all other acts and things and to execute and deliver any
and all other agreements, documents, instruments and certificates, all as may be necessary and
appropriate to consummate the above-mentioned Agreement, and to perform all of the terms,
provisions and conditions of the Agreement. The execution by the Mayor of any agreement,
document, instrument, check, or certificate referred to in this Ordinance and the Agreement shall
be conclusive evidence of the approval thereof and of all of the terms, provisions and conditions
contained therein. Any and all acts which the Mayor may do or perform in conformance with the
powers conferred upon them by this Ordinance are hereby expressly authorized, approved, ratified
and confirmed.
Section Three. The total expenses and liability of the City under the Agreement shall not exceed
a contract sum of twenty-five thousand dollars ($25,000).
Section Four. Savings. Nothing contained herein shall in any manner be deemed or construed to
alter, modify, supersede, supplant or otherwise nullify any other Ordinance of the City or the
requirements thereof whether or not relating to or in any manner connected with the subject matter
hereof, unless expressly set forth herein.
Section Five. Severability. If any term, condition, or provision of this Ordinance shall, to any
extent, be held to be invalid or unenforceable, the remainder hereof shall be valid in all other
respects and continue to be effective and each and every remaining provision hereof shall be valid
and shall be enforced to the fullest extent permitted by law, it being the intent of the City Council
that it would have enacted this Ordinance without the invalid or unenforceable provisions. In the
event of a subsequent change in applicable law so that the provision which had been held invalid
is no longer invalid, said provision shall thereupon return to full force and effect without further
action by the City and shall thereafter be binding.
Section Six. Effective Date. This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its
passage and approval.
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THIS BILL WAS PASSED AND APPROVED THIS
DAY OF
, 2021,
BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WILDWOOD, MISSOURI, AFTER HAVING BEEN
READ BY TITLE OR IN FULL TWO (2) TIMES PRIOR TO ITS PASSAGE.

Presiding Officer

James R. Bowlin, Mayor

ATTEST:

ATTEST:

City Clerk

City Clerk
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Exhibit A
[attach Agreement]

A-1

