February 24, 2022

MEMORANDUM
To:

Wildwood Historic Preservation Commission Members

From: Department of Planning and Parks
Re:

Wildwood History Book Update (Wards – All)

Cc:

The Honorable James R. Bowlin, Mayor
The Honorable City Council of Wildwood
Steve Cross, City Administrator
John A. Young, City Attorney
Rick Brown, P.E. and P.T.O.E., Director of Public Works
Melanie Rippetoe, Assistant Director
Travis Newberry, Senior Planner

BACKGROUND
The final edition of the Wildwood History Book is the culmination of five (5) years of work and now
includes the final chapters of it. These chapters cover the time period from 1991 to 2021 and, more
importantly, provide the history of the incorporation movement, from its start, which was in response
to a number of land use, roadway, and governance issues by St. Louis County that were negatively
impacting the area, to its successful conclusion on September 1, 1995.
At its January 27, 2022 meeting, the Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) authorized several
revisions recommended by the Department. These revisions included the following:
• The Department recommended reordering the first three (3) paragraphs in Chapter 6 to the
following:
o Paragraph three (3)
o Paragraph one (1)
o Paragraph two (2)
• Chapter 5,
o COVID-19 Business Section (p. 45-46)
▪ Add that, with the Emergency Order, the City was able to loosen land use
regulations to permit outdoor seating, shelters in the winter months, and signage
outside the City’s regulations.

The City’s Economic Development Manager tracked federal and State legislation,
providing weekly updates to the local business community on available funding
opportunities.
o It is suggested the COVID-19 content (p. 46-52) be reorganized and condensed, with a
focus on community resiliency towards the end of the chapter, so that it ends on a more
powerful and optimistic note.
▪ It was noted the timeline (p. 47-48), if retained, should have a mix of local, State,
national, and global content all the way through it.
o It is suggested the controversies around COVID-19 be identified without bias. Presently,
there is no mention of them.
▪ Mask mandates vs. recommendations
▪ Vaccine controversy
After reading Chapter 5, the Department suggests an “epilogue,” at the end of the book, no more
than just a couple of pages. The purpose of the epilogue would be to bring the history of the
area that is now called “Wildwood” full circle, look “beyond” to future events and projects (i.e.
Village Green and Town Center), and leave the reader with some uplifting commentary.
▪

•

The HPC did not authorize the following recommendation, but asked for language to be presented to
the Commission at the next meeting for further review:
•

It is suggested the Capitol attack (p. 21) paragraph be revised to replace “mob” with
“insurrectionists,” and to again, identify the existing theories/motivations behind it as objectively
as possible. The Department recommends this added detail occur in just a sentence or two.

Furthermore, the HPC requested the Department return with a recommendation, based on HPC
members’ feedback and additional considerations, on whether the Critical Race Theory discussion
should be included in the book.

MATERIAL FOR REVIEW AND ACTION
Tonight, the Department requests action (approve, deny, or modify) from the Commission on the
following items:
•
•
•

New language concerning the Capitol attack
Revised COVID-19 content for Chapter 5
New Epilogue for the end of the book

The Department recommends, based on the Commissioners’ feedback, as well as that of the City’s
partner in this project, the Wildwood Historical Society, not addressing Critical Race Theory in the
book.
If any of the Commission Members should have comments or questions regarding this information,
please feel free to contact the Department of Planning and Parks at (636) 458-0440. Thank you for your
consideration of this information and discussion of the same.
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