August 25, 2022

MEMORANDUM
To:

Wildwood Historic Preservation Commission Members

From: Department of Planning and Parks
Re:

Essen Log Cabin (Wards – All)

Cc:

The Honorable James R. Bowlin, Mayor
Steve Cross, City Administrator
John A. Young, City Attorney
Rick Brown, P.E. and P.T.O.E., Director of Public Works
Melanie Rippetoe, Assistant Director of Planning and Parks
Robyn Keefe, AICP, Planner

The Historic Preservation Commission has held several discussions on the Essen Log Cabin over the last
several months, including its May, June, and July meetings. At these meetings, the Commission
Members discussed the key characteristics of the cabin, in terms of its future use, and then its future
location. These discussions covered a range of the potential use options for this facility. The outcome
of these discussions led to a consensus to recognize the fragile nature of the cabin, which would
preclude it from being a venue space, but still encourage limited use for certain events and educational
activities. Therefore, the Department’s interpretation of the Commission’s consensus in this regard is
that limited utility connections, or a full complement of building and site improvements for same, would
not be necessary.
Based upon this discussion, and the conclusions that were reached, the following parameters were set
to be used for any future decisions regarding the cabin:
a.
b.
c.
d.

The cabin will have electrical service to it, but no other utility connects.
The cabin will accommodate accessibility at its front door.
The cabin will not be accessible to its second floor.
The cabin will offer reserved tours of limited group sizes, specifically for school children and
other groups of a similar nature.
e. The cabin will not be rentable for special events, like weddings or receptions.

f. The cabin can be used for photographic opportunities from its exterior at any time, and the
footprint of the site will be designed to provide full access around it.
g. The cabin, if placed in a public park or other City-owned property, can share available parking
and not require additional spaces to be constructed.
h. The cabin’s new foundation and roof must complement the reconstructed cabin and maintain
key design cues from the timeframe of it, which is estimated at late 1800’s.
Also, at these meetings, Commission Members defined certain key items regarding the cabin’s use and
how those considerations would affect its ultimate location. These considerations include the following
items, with the ability to score them in each column, with one (1) being low value, or less desirable, and
five (5) being high value, and more desirable. :
Park Site Name
(alphabetically)

Location Assets

Utilities

Access

Parking

Security

Community Park

Part
of
Great
Meadow Area and
would
be
the
centerpiece of the
northern end of
Community Park

Water, electric, and
sanitary sewer

Vehicular
and
pedestrian
options in
place

21
parking
spaces, existing

Limited to police
patrols

Part of Historic
Glencoe
Community
and
would be in close
proximity
of
historic marker and
Al Foster Memorial
Trailhead, a very
popular location.

Electric

Vehicular
and
pedestrian
options in
place

32
parking
space, existing

Limited to police
patrols

Isolated location
at night and is
near an area
that has flooded
many
times,
although not in
floodplain.

Green abuts City
Hall site and would
have all the
benefits of being
in close proximity
to it, including the
Wildwood Farms
Community
Garden (140
gardeners)

Water,
electric,
sanitary sewer, and
internet

None exist
to-date, but
through
City Hall site

56
parking
spaces,
at
nearby City Hall

Security
cameras, police
headquarters
abuts site, police
patrols

Part of a larger
multiple
use
facility,
which
may offset some
of
its
uniqueness.

Score (1 – 5)
Glencoe
City
Park

Score (1 - 5)
Village Green

Site Issues or
Needs
Somewhat
isolated,
particularly
night.

at

Score (1 - 5)

All of these locations will accommodate the cabin and provide the use considerations that have also
been detailed above. Acknowledging the multiple options, the Department, at the request of the
Commission, had a consultant develop a series of maps, one (1) set indicating the park location at a
(2.)

larger scale and the other reflecting more detailed and smaller scale views of them, with potential
options identified thereon. These locations are starting points for discussion and will help focus it as
well. Additionally, the Department believes it will ultimately benefit the Commission Members to visit
the locations at a future date with City staff.
If any of the Commission Members should have comments or questions in this regard, please feel free
to contact the Department of Planning at (636) 458-0440. A presentation is planned on this item at
tonight’s Commission meeting. Thank you for your consideration of this information and comments on
the same.
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