September 26, 2022

MEMORANDUM
To:

Wildwood Historic Preservation Commission Members

From: Department of Planning and Parks
Re:

Wildwood History Book Update (Wards – All)

Cc:

The Honorable James R. Bowlin, Mayor
Steve Cross, City Administrator
John A. Young, City Attorney
Rick Brown, P.E. and P.T.O.E., Director of Public Works
Melanie Rippetoe, Assistant Director
Travis Newberry, Senior Planner

BACKGROUND
The final edition of the Wildwood History Book represents the culmination of five (5) years of work and
now includes the final chapters of it. These final chapters provide the history of the incorporation
movement, from its start, which was in response to a number of land use, roadway, and governance
issues by St. Louis County that were negatively impacting the area, to its successful conclusion on
September 1, 1995, and celebrate the first twenty-five (25) years of the City from that date in the form
of a photo essay.
At the July 2022 meeting of the Historic Preservation Commission, the Department presented an
updated Project Schedule for the book (included in this memorandum) and recommended
modifications to book content (discussed below). Presently, the Wildwood History Book Team is still
focused on Tasks 1 and 2, as identified in the Project Schedule.

TONIGHT’S DISCUSSION AND REQUESTED INPUT
At its July meeting, the Historic Preservation Commission approved a Department recommendation to
eliminate “Chapter 5” and replace it with a photo essay in “Celebration of 25 years of Wildwood.” The
Department has since assembled a number of potential photos representing various City milestones
and Stacey Mincoff, the book’s graphic designer, has developed a sample layout for that section of the
book (see attached sample pages). Tonight, the Department requests feedback on this sample layout,
including a suggested page count for this section of the book. Once this input has been received, next
steps will be to reduce the included content and develop captions for each of the chosen images.

Next, in making the decision to eliminate “Chapter 5,” it was suggested by Jill VonGruben, the book’s
primary author, that certain content in that chapter be reincorporated into “Flash Forward” boxes in
earlier chapters. One such example is contained within this agenda item: the proposed content for the
St. Louis County Police – Wildwood Precinct - Flash Forward addition.
Finally, enclosed for your review and input is a redrafted “Epilogue” for the book, which takes into
account the restructuring of the ending of it. Commissioners are asked to provide their input on this
section as well. The Epilogue will follow the aforementioned photo essay.

IN CLOSING
If any of the Commission Members should have comments or questions regarding this information,
please feel free to contact the Department of Planning and Parks at (636) 458-0440. Thank you for your
consideration of this information and discussion of the same.
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