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T

he area that is now Wildwood has been a place of gathering/
community for much more time than its recent history might indicate,
given to its rich natural resource base and abundance of waterways
and wildlife. Early nomadic people and the first Native Americans recognized
this area as rich and beneficial for their survival and began what would be a
long history of settlement, resource use and regeneration, and change. This
era of history foretells the future and accentuates the beauty of this area.
An outline of the major events, groups, individuals, and other information is
provided below to describe this era of time within this special place of Missouri,
in the St. Louis Region, now known as Wildwood.
Information contained herein from the Pre-Clovis to Protohistoric
Periods was derived, in its entirety, from the following source: Harl, Joe
and Machiran, Robin, Archeological Research Center of St. Louis, Inc.:
Prehistoric Cultures of the City of Wildwood, St. Louis County, Missouri
(Prepared for City of Wildwood, Missouri). The City of Wildwood extends its appreciation to Joe Harl and Robin Machiran of the Archeological
Research Center of St. Louis, Inc. in this regard.
Pre-Clovis Period (Before 9500 B.C.) - Given its timeframe, much of
this period contains stories of how civilizations began, including aliens
from space and the survivors from the lost city of Atlantis. However,
archaeologists believe the first inhabitants of the area came from
Siberia, via a land bridge during the last glacial period, when sea levels are
theorized to have dropped as much as 330 feet due to the formation of ice.
Evidence of these peoples traversing through the area that is now Wildwood
does not exist, but, according to Joe Harl and Robin Machiran, local and trusted archeologists, it may be as simple as the remnants of their respective
cultures have not yet been identified for investigation.
Paleoindian Period (9500 - 8000 B.C.) - This period actually has
evidence of the first humans in North America. These first humans were
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situated around the North American continent, including areas in what
is now Wildwood. These first inhabitants hunted with wooden spears
that were tipped with stone projectiles. One of the verifiable sites of this
period is near Faust Park, but none have been discovered yet in
Wildwood; however, such a location could have been overlooked.
Another famous site of this period is Mastodon State Park, which is
located in Jefferson County, Missouri. These locations have common physical
characteristics that are typical of these inhabitants, in that they temporarily
camped on the bluffs above waterways, such as the Missouri River, and hunted, gathered, and sheltered there.
Dalton Period (8900 - 7900 B.C.) - This period provides an interesting
snapshot into the Wildwood Area, in that it finally provides solid evidence of
inhabitants within this portion of western St. Louis County. These inhabitants
were again not long-term settlers, but still more nomadic, but beginning to
stay in a single or multiple locations for more extended periods of time, given
the plentiful resources of food, water, and shelter (termed seasonal rounds).
As the stays grew in length, the remnants of these inhabitants are now being
discovered and studied, but does not include their housing, which was determined to be made of wood. Therefore, these inhabitants were not cave
dwellers and likely, any shelters would no longer exist today.
The Dalton Period is also the first where artifacts are found in the Wildwood
Area. One of the few identifiable locations of these finds is Babler State Park.
The descriptions provided in Joe Harl and Robin Machiran’s book state the
find was in a rock shelter (an overhang from an exposed rock layer) within
the current State Park property, but offers no tangible artifacts of these people
and their characteristics. Other sites located in the region indicate they were
hunters of small game, including deer, but used all of the area’s resources to
survive and grow.
These inhabitants also sought this area due to the Burlington Limestone Formation that is the common rock type in much of Wildwood and prevalent
in western St. Louis County. This formation is also riddled with Chert, a hard
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rock, which was used to create tools and weapons. This formation offers
many of the scenic roadway cuts along State Route 109 and underlies most
of Wildwood. Finding the materials for tools and weapons, water, and bluffs
for shelter, these early inhabitants would generally stay at a location, until the
resources were depleted and then move on to another similar spot, where
these items were once again plentiful.
Early Archaic Period (7900 - 6500 B.C.) - During this period, the seasonal
rounds by the first travellers became more entrenched and, where circumstances were most favorable, these encampments became quite large, with
the best example of such in the St. Louis Region being the American Bottoms
Area of Illinois (just to the east of the City of St. Louis). These encampments
are generally located on high ground, but with easy access to nearby waterways and other food sources.
According to reports prepared for this period, no archaeological finds have
been determined to exist in Wildwood. This circumstance does not mean
these inhabitants were not in this area, but have not yet been verified through
artifacts found by a formal dig in Wildwood. Accordingly, inferences can be
developed about this period for the Wildwood Area, but not verified.
Middle Archaic Period (6500 - 3500 B.C.) - Climate change dictated the
activities of the indigenous people to the Wildwood Area. This time period
was one of global warming, which meant the first inhabitants faced new
challenges, but also some unexpected opportunities. The warming caused
some food sources to be lost and water to become even more important.
While here in the Wildwood Area, locations along the Missouri and Meramec
Rivers and Wild Horse Creek became hubs of activity, given the diversity of resources and the more usable lands attributed to the receding waters. At least six (6) sites have been documented in the Wildwood Area.
These newly usable lands had once been under water, but were now habitable and fertile for use. This period is the first timeframe that many scholars believe field pumpkins were grown and harvested. Fishing and foraging
remain the prime activities of the inhabitants of the Wildwood Area. Given
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the levels in water had changed, nets were introduced and used for fishing,
which produced bountiful amounts of fish and amphibians, leading to parts of
these catches being smoked and stored for consumption later. Consumption
of nuts, as a primary dietary staple, is also noted during this period. Although
some areas suffered during this period of climate change, the Wildwood Area’s proximity to rivers, streams, and creeks led to an on-going presence by a
growing population of inhabitants.
Late Archaic Period (3500 - 700 B.C.) - This period begins a major shift
in how the inhabitants lived and prospered in the Wildwood Area. Driving
this change was a documented growth in population that caused shortages
of certain food at times. Up to this period, the inhabitants still roamed from
place to place, based upon the seasons, to hunt and gather food. Now, in this
period, changes that would not be abated began, starting with some of the
inhabitants now forming semi-permanent communities. These communities
were near resources that were deemed imperative and used to increase food
sources and improve productivity. Along with these communities, many innovations, followed that reflected these inhabitants were no longer just surviving
in the Wildwood Area, but prospering.
With population growth, resources began to be stretched, which led to new
food technologies, such as earthen pits for cooking. Along with new food
preparation approaches, communities of different peoples began to form
for self-preservation and advancement. These communities began to trade
not only essentials, but also now, non-essentials, such as Hematite and
Galena, along with Chert. All of these minerals and rocks were found in the
Wildwood Area, with the latter being very abundant here. Along with trade,
social functions increased in these communities, including group hunts and
gatherings of food, and marriages. Near the end of this period, burials and
permanent housing is beginning to be part of the community’s society and
legacy. Also, as this period came to a close, inhabitants were experimenting
with agricultural techniques, seeking to grow food, rather than just to gather
for each meal and day.
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This period is well represented in the Wildwood Area, with at least nine (9)
sites identified at this time. Other sites of these early communities are anticipated to be located in the Wildwood Area, two (2) more suspected in Wild
Horse Valley. This period represented a new approach to many practices of
the early inhabitants of this area and began a time of alteration to the environment that would last for many centuries to come.
Early Woodland Period (700 - 150 B.C.) - As this period dawned, the
manufacture and the use of pottery are identified. The formation and use of
pottery and vessels appear to have begun in the south, particularly in the area
now that is Florida, followed along the Gulf Coast, then up the Mississippi
Valley. This pottery indicates many of the practices of the past period were not
necessarily abandoned, but supplemented by new technologies. However,
in the Wildwood Area, no sites have been determined to exist here during
this period, yet remained indicative of the Late Archaic Period practices being
retained by the inhabitants here.
Middle Woodland Period (150 B.C. - A.D. 300) - The periods, in terms
of their length in years, are now becoming more abbreviated and reflect a
change in direction on a scale not known before.
During this period, the use of pottery became more widespread and the
vessels themselves became more elaborate and ornate, even when used for
daily living activities. Community settlements began to take on a social hierarchy and the leaders of them having great prestige. The artifacts that were
discovered from these digs included ornate gems, copper, and other resources, all confirming these facts. This hierarchy went beyond just the individuals
in these communities, but between villages themselves. Despite the growing
competition between these settlements, warring and raiding appear to be
limited, with diplomacy and trade used to offset growing disparities between
people and their villages where they resided.
Trade remained an important part of this growing hierarchy among villages and brought wealth to some, but not all. Many inhabitants continued to
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subsist by hunting, gathering, and agricultural practices begun in the earlier
periods of time, particularly the Late Archaic, and reside in a single location
for more and more time. Again, the number of identified sites of this period
is found in the Centaur and Monarch Areas of Wildwood, which is indicative
of the importance of water for drink, agriculture practices, travel, and trade.
Late Woodland Period (A.D. 300 - 900) - As a period, it is different due
to it being defined into two separate stages. These stages are early and late
and the distinction is very important. This importance of this distinction is the
first part of this period corresponds to a breakdown in many of the advances
in terms of community, travel, and trade and, in some instances, stopping
altogether. This change corresponded with the “Dark Ages” in Europe. Experts
have tried to define what led to this abrupt change in socialization. Some
of these experts believe this change related to severe climate modification,
widespread famine, and/or disease. Regardless of the cause in Europe, no
expert is sure what led to the loss of growth in the Americas, but it is clear it
did occur. During the early part of this period, leaders of these communities
sought less to be identified by their wealth and possessions, but more for their
altruistic behavior.
The inhabitants of these more isolated communities began to shift more to
long-term and sustainable agricultural practices versus subsistence types.
Popular crops in the Wildwood Area originally were Goosefoot and Knotweed. These plants were native to the area, easy to grow, and the seeds
were boiled for the ease of consumption and use for other food products.
Along with these plants, May Grass and Little Baby were transported from
the south to eastern Missouri. Other plantings included gourds, squash, and
oily seed plants. Tobacco was introduced and the first wooden pipes were
discovered in digs.
These changes to agricultural practices led, in part, to the decentralization
of communities and smaller groupings of inhabitants, given the land could
now sustain the food needs year after year. Slash and burn was used to
create the fields for plantings during this period. Flooding also replenished
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the soil with needed nutrients to sustain this new lifestyle.
During the later part of this first stage, the bow and arrow is first noted in finds
from digs. Although early inhabitants of this area of Wildwood began to use
agricultural practices more and more, fish, mussels, waterfowl, and deer were
still dietary staples. The bow and area began a new practice in hunting during
this period.
In the second stage of this period, the size of communities began to grow
again. However, as represented by earlier periods, these communities were
more transient again. Construction techniques and the quality of the pottery
were minimal. The number of these communities in the Wildwood Area is
estimated at seven (7) in total, which is more than many of the previous periods. This period ends with the communal need being preeminent, with the
individual being less important.
Emergent Mississippian Period (A.D. 900 - 1050) - This period and its
name remain a subject of debate. The debate focuses on whether the period really begins a new timeframe or is the extended terminus of the Late
Woodland Period. This debate reflects the on-going changes in society at that
time, as major events, such as weather, food shortages, or violence, seem
to shape the outcomes of these major settlements in the St. Louis Area and
elsewhere, more so than other forces of socialization. The results of this upheaval seem to take two (2) varying forms over this span of time in terms of
individual aspirations, as well as the communities themselves, which included
the consumption and promotion of objects and wealth to more altruistic and
community deference by leaders of them and their inhabitants. The assumption could be made that in times of fewer events people tended to seek more
for themselves and less for the community, whereas, when things became
worse, the community arose to serve all peoples’ needs.
Despite the debate on the progress of the cultures and peoples forming them,
communities did exist in all shapes and sizes during this period. In fact, scholars have noted that some of these communities became more organized and
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function around what might be termed as a ‘town square.’ This town square
resembled a cross within a circle of houses that is thought to reflect the four
(4) quadrants of the compass, the four (4) seasons, and/or the cycles of life.
Archaeologists and scholars have theorized this direction also may be the
beginning of rituals of a religious nature. During this period, these clusters, i.e.
a central meeting point and a circle of houses, also reflected the beginnings
of a trend toward family groups residing in proximity to each other over the
homogeneity of the group of inhabitants all mixed among each other.
Pottery advances also occurred during this period, with changes to agents
used to bind the materials and alterations of vessels to serve many new purposes, all creating more efficient use of foods and other staples. Seed pots
and stumpware are commonly referred to within this period, as representative
of these improvements to pottery design, function, and appearance. These
changes to the pottery used for daily life activities and ceremonies also indicate trade was very popular in this period of time. Vessels forged and formed
from known areas of southeastern Missouri appear here in eastern Missouri,
along with materials from certain geologic formations found here in eastern
Missouri appearing elsewhere in the Mississippi River Valley. Along with trade,
ideas were exchanged, including games.
It has been offered by experts that, during this period of time the development
and sharing of these goods and ideas was not just a local phenomenon, but
through out the Mississippi River Valley. Also, given the level of commonality
between these goods and ideas, this period appears to be a time of stability
and no new group of inhabitants coming to the area and introducing new approaches to life. No sites from this period have been discovered in Wildwood.
Mississippian Period (A.D. 1050 -1400) - This period, the last before the
advent of European explorers and then immigrant settlers to the area, is dominated here in eastern Missouri by Cahokia Mounds and the communities that
served as satellites to it. In this period, scholars argue the level of predominance
Cahokia Mounds held in terms of trade, influence, and role, but none appear
to believe it did not have undue influence on all of this area, including the land
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now part of the City of Wildwood. Other communities of many different sizes
are also known to have existed during this period of time. These other communities have been defined by Melvin Fowler as second, third, and even fourth line
communities, all having different characteristics and functions.
The second line communities include multi-mound communities in close
proximity to the Cahokia Mounds and were generally located where St. Louis
and East St. Louis have developed. The third line communities represented
villages that had economic and political importance, given their distance from
Cahokia Mounds. The fourth line communities have been defined as farmsteads and isolated outposts that formed a satellite network around Cahokia
Mounds and provided support to it through trade and manufacturing. Some
scholars do not support this theory of community development, given for
a number of reasons, while others have argued that Cahokia Mounds did
dominate all of the area due to its economic, trade, and agricultural might.
Another school of thought believes that, despite its geographical control of the
waterways of importance in this area, it did not have the wherewithal to control much territory, but depended on economic significance to bring a better
quality of life to isolated villages though its support, particularly during difficult
times. A final approach to the understanding of this period can be speculated
as a migration of individuals from the Bootheel Area of Missouri changed
the Cahokia Mounds Area, which is reflected in modifications to pottery designs, architecture, construction techniques, etc. However, others argue these
changes were more a reflection of ideas being shared with the cultural center
of the area and incorporated by its leaders into everyday life. This approach to
the growth and change in society assumes the alterations that occurred were
the culmination of hundreds of years of methodical trial and error.
A major find of this period was discovered in the Chesterfield Valley with the
expansion of the levee in this area (northeast of Wildwood). The Dampier Site
provided a wealth of information about settlements in this area during this
period, including shell beads, whelk shells, ceremonial mask fragments, and
others. This site was very similar to Cahokia Mounds, possibly lending support
to the Melvin Fowler concept of line communities. Regardless, this period
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reflects an organization of ideas, governance, and hierarchy that would extend
into the next period of time and beyond.
Protohistoric Period (A.D. 1400-1700s) - During this period, another environmental calamity is theorized to have occurred leading to the Mississippian
Society ceasing to exist by the early 1400’s, which is reflected in the decline
of the larger settlements, such as Cahokia Mounds, near St. Louis. Again, theories abound on what might have caused this decline, from a period of high
temperatures and little rain to erosion and loss of fertile soils, due to overuse
and poor agricultural practices. Other experts argue the competition between
the large market centers, like Cahokia Mounds, to newer markets and smaller
decentralized centers, based more in the Late Woodland Period model, led to
the decline of certain groups during this period. Whatever, the cause or causes leading to this decline in the society of these early inhabitants, the experts
agree that further study, including in the Wildwood Area, is needed to better
understand and document this precipitous decline that occurred.
The powerful and elite of these tribes during this period could no longer hold
together the inhabitants of these large centers of trade and commerce, thus
fragmentation began, leading to accelerating declines in trade and travel. In
fact, experts theorize that inhabitants retreated to past practices, which included much smaller villages being formed, lasting just a few years before
being abandoned, with many of them located in more isolated locations away
from waterways of significance. These occupants of these smaller settlements
also began to revert to subsistence farming and hunting and gathering. Even
advances made in the molding of pottery retreated during this period. In the
end, by the beginning of the 1400’s, society was once again undergoing a
major adjustment and change again.
Archeologists do note that many of the Native American tribes were claiming
lands in the area of eastern Missouri and Wildwood, but none ever proceeded with settlements here. The Kickapoos, the Sac and Fox, Osage (related to
the Cahokia Mounds inhabitants), and the Illniwek peoples are all referenced
with influence in this area or claims, but none of their settlements have been
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found in eastern Missouri, nor Wildwood. Such a find would be of critical
importance to provide a better explanation of why, with abundant water, a
wealth of natural resources, and an established network for transportation,
trade, and communication, no sign of settlements exist in this part of Missouri
for almost three hundred (300) years. In fact, when French Colonial settlers
came to the region, they described it as “open territory.”
Colonial Period (A.D. 1700s to the Revolutionary War - 1776) - By Jill F.
VonGruben, of the Wildwood Historical Society - The history from 1700
to 1776 of the area now known as Wildwood can only be understood by surveying the history of North America from the fifteenth century through the eighteenth century. To put this timespan into perspective, the chronology follows as:
1492	Columbus’s ships landed in the Caribbean while looking for a new
route to Asia for the Spanish Crown.
1534	The St. Lawrence River was explored by Jacques Cartier of France.
This was the beginning of New France.
1585	The Roanoke Island colony, first English settlement in America, was
established. By 1590, it had disappeared.
1607	James Fort, Virginia, was established.
1610	Jamestown, Virginia, was founded by the Virginia Company of London
for the Kingdom of England.
1699	Jamestown was abandoned after capital of Colony of Virginia was
moved to what is now “Williamsburg.”
1673	Marquette was a Jesuit missionary. His goal was to convert the indigenous peoples. He was skilled at languages and made friends with the
tribes during his travels.
Jacques Marquette, SJ, and Louis Joliet, accompanied by five other men in
two bark canoes, travelled down the Mississippi River. Marquette and Joliet are
considered the first Europeans to explore the Mississippi River and its course.
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In late June 1673, they reached the mouth of the Missouri River (confluence
of Missouri and Mississippi Rivers), which Marquette described as “Muddy
River”. By July, he and his companions stopped their exploration at the Native
American village of Kappa (in Arkansas) at the mouth of the Arkansas River.
Marquette and Joliet, based on conversation with the Quapaw tribe, surmised
that the Mississippi River did in fact reach the Gulf of Mexico. They did not
continue on to the Gulf of Mexico due to their concern that they would be
captured and jailed by the Spanish who held the southern portion of the Mississippi River and the Gulf of Mexico. In July 1673, they headed north again.

“Copy of the map published with Marquette’s Journal, 1681.” This map was
Marquette’s, drawn from his 1673 exploration of the Mississippi River.
(Source: Library of Congress map. https://www.loc.gov/item/2006629776)

There was a difference in philosophy between Spanish and French explorers
during this time period. Spain’s goal was to conquer and gain territory and
peoples by force and enslavement. France’s goal was to convert indigenous
peoples to Catholicism and explore and gain territory through exploration.
The next major explorer was Rene Robert Cavelier, Sieur de La Salle. He was
a French adventurer and explorer. His goal was to expand upon Marquette’s
exploration of the Mississippi River.
De La Salle and his party of 23 Frenchmen and 31 Native Americans reached
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the Mississippi River on February 6, 1682. By February 13, 1682, the explorers reached the mouth of the Missouri River and camped for the night on the
south bank of the Missouri River at the Mississippi River. In his journal, he noted established villages of “savages,” which were probably of the Osage tribe.
By April 1682, de La Salle’s party reached the Gulf of Mexico by following
each of the 3 main branches of the Mississippi at its mouth. He and his party
erected a pillar and cross bearing the Arms of France and declared possession
of the territory of all the land drained by the Mississippi River and its tributaries. He named the territory, “Louisiana”, in honor of the French King, Louis XIV.
De La Salle surmised the strategic and military importance of the Mississippi
River. His goal was to survey the territories surrounding the Mississippi River
to allow the establishment of a fort system to securely hold the territory for
France. Unfortunately for France, this system of forts was not fully established.

1698 Louis Hennepin Map of
North America - De La Salle’s
map of New France
(Source: Wikimedia Commons,
US-PD-1923)

French flag of New France 1663-1763

(Source: Wikimedia Commons, US-PD-1923)
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At its peak, New France encompassed what is now Canada south to the Gulf of
Mexico and from the British Colonies on the Atlantic west to the Rocky Mountains.
One of the important components of the New France economy was fur trading.
Fur was in great demand in Europe, and New France was a plentiful source.
Trappers wound through the Louisiana Territory to capture and harvest fur pelts.
These trappers were transient and followed their crop. They often intermarried
with indigenous tribes. Illinois Country (Pays des Illinois) is the area more commonly known as Upper Louisiana, which became the Midwestern United States
and was a portion of the range of the fur traders. Pay des Illinois translates to
the “land of the Illinois” and is in reference to the Illinois indigenous peoples.

Image of what a temporary
overnight camp would be for
fur traders. (Source: Frances Anne
Hopkins, Voyageurs at Dawn
(detail) US-PD 1923)

Example of fur trapper’s
winter cabin
(Source: US-PD 1923)
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During this time period, in Illinois Country, there were very few permanent settlements. Des Peres is thought to be the oldest white settlement in Missouri,
founded in 1700 by a group of Kaskaskia Native Americans who camped at
the mouth of a river and named the spot in honor of the two French priests
who joined them. The French missionaries built a fort, chapel, and lodge, but
they only lasted 3 years before moving on. In 1767, the site was resettled by
French Canadians and named Carondelet.
In search of silver, the French found lead instead, which was a valuable resource in its use as a key component of ammunition at the time. Two mining villages were established early in the eighteenth century. In 1717, Mine
La Motte (seven miles north of current day Fredericktown) was founded. In
1723, La Vieille Mine (Old Mines area north of current day Potosi) was founded by Philippe Francois Renault. In 1735 – 1750 (a range of dates is given
since the date is disputed), Ste. Genevieve, Missouri was established and still
is a viable town.
In 1754, the French and Indian Wars began in North America, which was
between the British and their enemies, the French and Indian tribes, in the
area of what would become the United States. The Seven Year’s War was the
name of the same conflict, which became a worldwide war in 1756. This dual
continent war was incredibly expensive to both sides. The wars were brought
to an end with the Treaty of Paris in 1763. Britain would gain all lands east of
the Mississippi River. Cuba would stay under Spanish control, and the former
Spanish territory of Florida would become British. Britain returned the Caribbean Islands to France. With the Treaty of Paris in 1763, France compensated
their Spanish ally by giving French Louisiana Territory including the City of New
Orleans, to Spain.
Though the Treaty of Paris was dated 1763, actual control of the Louisiana
Territory occurred in 1762. It was at this point that the area now encompassed
as the State of Missouri changed from French to Spanish governance.
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The site for the fur trading post of St.
Louis was selected in 1764 by Pierre
Laclede, who had received a land
grant from Louis IX of France, and his
scout, Auguste Chouteau. The construction of the village began in 1765.
It was not until 1769 that French-Canadian fur trader, Louis Blanchette,
established the village of The Little
Hills. This village would eventually
become the city of St. Charles.
John Hildebrand’s ancestors emigrated from Germany to Pennsylvania.
(Note on Surname spelling: throughout records there are two to three
Treaty of Paris, last page
different spellings of this name. This (Source: Wikimedia Commons, US-PD-1923)
article has used the most commonly
used.) In 1774, John Hildebrand brought his family down the Ohio River in
a flatboat and eventually settled in the area of the Meramec River and Saline
Creek a few miles south of the current city of Fenton, Missouri. The Hildebrand
family lived there until 1780 when they were forced to leave due to the attacks
brought on by the Revolutionary War.

Drawing of flatboat (Source: Public
Domain URL: freepages.genealogy.
rootsweb.ancestory.com)
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Stone at La Salle Retreat Center
(Photo Credit: Jill F. VonGruben, Wildwood Historical Society)

A flat stone, with “1774” and other indecipherable markings (perhaps a name)
chiseled in it, was found on the grounds of the La Salle Retreat Center in the
old Glencoe area of Wildwood. This photo does not show the markings, which
are in the lower right-hand corner, but the chiseled numbers can be traced
with a finger. Nothing is known about its significance or origin. The stone is still
currently located at the Retreat Center.
In the area that we now know as Wildwood, there were transient encampments of the French fur traders, and nomadic tribes, but no known permanent villages. This is demonstrated by the artistic representations of French fur
traders’ temporary shelters shown above. There were no villages or towns in
which written records would be kept.
Whether under the governance of France or Spain, allegiance by inhabitants
to the Roman Catholic Church in the Louisiana Territory was expected. The
Diocese of Louisiana and the Two Floridas was part of the Archdiocese of San
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Cristobal de la Habana, based in Havana Cuba. It encompassed the geographical area of Cuba, territories bordering the Gulf of Mexico, and the Louisiana
Territory. The only mention of St. Louis in the Archives of the Diocese of Louisiana prior to 1776 was the notification for the purpose of the official records
of the deaths of a family with New Orleans ties. The notification was made in
early 1772 when St. Louis was still a village. It was not until the 1790s more
details would be noted about this area in the Louisiana Diocese Archives. The
St. Louis Archdiocese would not be established until 1826.
During the United States Revolutionary War, the lands west of the Mississippi
that had once been French territory belonged to Spain. But the influential
effect of the French governance is apparent in the names that appear in Wildwood today: Bonhomme Creek, Lafayette High School, LaSalle Springs Middle
School, the LaSalle Spring and Marquette High School. Wild Horse Creek was
originally called Riviere Cheval Sauvage.
Just the tip of Wildwood’s rich and varied history has been examined for this
piece covering the period prior to the Revolutionary War. After the Revolutionary War, more European settlers came to this area and built churches, villages,
and towns. And with that increase in settled population, came an increase in
written records, physical artifacts, and details of people’s lives. Those stories
comprise the next chapter in the history of Wildwood.
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T

his “chapter” covering the history of this area from 1776 through 1859
will be told through the stories of our historic families. The Wildwood
area has such a rich and deep history that the scope of this chapter cannot cover all the families, but the key families are mentioned. The stories presented here are just a small sampling of what we know. The City and Community of Wildwood are fortunate in that many of the families that are discussed
here are represented by their descendants who are present-day residents.

Prior to 1803
Religion and Government - The regulations for granting land were detailed
by the Spanish government in 1797. Immediately on arrival, the newcomers
would swear an oath of allegiance to the Spanish crown and promise to raise
their children as Catholics. Every new settler would be granted two hundred
arpents of land, plus fifty arpents for each child. In addition, every emigrant
would be awarded twenty arpents for every slave they brought west. This offer
resulted in a wave of American emigration and settlement into Spanish territory west of the Mississippi River. Both the French and the Spanish referred
to these new American farms as plantations — a term for a rural land that had
been improved and developed with crops and a house. The most desirable
lands were along the maor rivers, but grants along smaller waterways were
sought after by Americans as well. Spanish regulations further specified that
new settlers could not sell their land grants until they had produced at least
three crops on one-tenth of their newly cultivated lands.
The intertwined relationship between military government and Catholic religion, which was state religion, permeated society. “The critical relationship to
understand, whether it was France or Spain who governed Louisiana Territory
at the time, was the interrelationship of the Royal State and the Roman Catholic Church in governing the colonies.” [VonGruben]
Censuses were decreed by the Colonial Spanish government and the Catholic
28
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Church. Often the Church collected numbers of Catholics/non-Catholics and
those who had fulfilled their sacramental duties for the year. Census data listed
number of whites, free Mulattos and Negros, and slaves along with inventories
of wheat, corn, tobacco, salt, lead, cattle and horses. [Houck pg 140-143.]
“Roman Catholicism was the only legal religion and non-Catholic religions
were not recognized. All marriages had to be registered at the Catholic Parish
Church, at which time the couple was required to promise all children to be
baptized and brought up in the Faith.” [VonGruben]
For the area now known as Wildwood, the closest Catholic Parish Church was
St. Charles Borromeo Church in the present-day City of St. Charles. Couples
who wished to be married, their parents and witnesses needed to travel from
their homes to St. Charles Borromeo Church which required a Missouri River
crossing at St. Andre, a Spanish village near present-day Centaur.

St. Charles Borromeo Church 1791, historic reconstructed
(Photo Credit: Jill VonGruben, 2016)

A partial list of couples who made the journey to register their wedding registration dates include Daniel Morgan Boone and Sarah Griffin Lewis (3/2/1800);
John Bell and Barbara Crow (2/18/1800); Alexander Graham and Catherine
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Bell (12/2/1800); Jacques (James) MacKay and Isabella Long (2/24/1800);
Theophile McKinnon and Sara McDonald (12/31/1799); Theophile McKinnon and Sara Hamilton (3/26/1801); and James Clay and Sara Hancock
(12/21/1801). These marriages were performed and registered by Father L.
Lusson, Priest Cure of St. Charles Borromeo Parish.
The St. Charles Borromeo Archives also record the Baptisms of Robert and
Nicolas, the twin sons of Robert and Marie Nicolas Colgan. The Colgan Family
donated the land on which the Village of St. Andre was built. [Archives of St.
Charles Borromeo Parish]

Early Deaths
The two marriages of Theophile McKinnon within two years
demonstrate how hard and difficult this pioneering life was.
Disease, illness, primitive medical care, childbirth, harsh living
conditions, and accidents often contributed to early deaths.

The September 30, 1798 letter by the Bishop of Louisiana to his superior quoting
his Illinnese (Illinois) vicar, Don Diego Maxwell “…I have gone up to San Luis to
examine the condition of said post. I found it in a very critical situation. Not only
is it too small for the village, but its timbers are rotted, and it cannot be kept from
falling into ruin. Consequently, it is no slight danger for the parishioners to enter
it. I agreed with the parish priest and the Commandant that the two engineers of
His Royal Catholic Majesty who are there should draw up plans for a new church,
and estimate the necessary cost of constructing it.” [Houck, pg 222]
Education - For the purpose of populating the “Misury” area, the Spanish
colonial government proposed that each proposed city or town set aside acreage for the foundation of a university or public seminary. Not only were settlers to be educated but also the civilizations of Indians.
“If the proposed settlement is realized, it will illlunine (demonstrate) and extend the liberty and happiness of millions of individuals. It will open an ex30

Era 1776 to 1859 -

Celebrate the History of Wildwood

tensive field to investigation, and will extend the benign influences of the
Christian religion and will produce the greatest possible blessings in favor of
the human race.” [Houck]
At the time of this proposal, little did the Spanish planners realize that in 1803
the entire area they were wishing to colonize would be sold to the United States.
The Stories and Families - During the American Revolutionary War, the British wanted to stake their claim on both sides of the Mississippi River, drive out
American Rebels led by George Rogers Clark, and raid the areas of all livestock.
But they didn’t keep their battle plans secret. Traders coming downriver to St.
Louis warned the Village of the buildup of British troops and canoes. The residents of St. Louis took these warnings seriously and built their 40-foot fort, Fort
San Carlos (stood on Gateway Arch grounds) and an arching trench from the
north side of the village along the ridge above the River and to the south side
of the village. The Spanish troops brought cannons to Fort San Carlos. On May
26, 1780, the Battle of St. Louis was fought in St. Louis. This military action was
between over 1,200 troops (mostly Native Americans) against the 300 American militiamen and 30 Spanish army regulars. Even with heavy casualties, the
militiamen and army regulars successfully defended St. Louis. [Kling]

Fort San Carlos, 1780
(Source: US-PD-1923)
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Fort San Carlos Historic Marker
(Source: Public Domain)

Why is this important to the history of what is now Wildwood? If the British had
won this St. Louis battle and the corresponding battle in Cahokia, the British strategic victory would have changed the dynamics of the Revolutionary War. With
the British controlling the Mississippi River, the Americans could have lost the war.
“Following the Revolutionary War, Virginia released its claim on western lands
and the state of Kentucky was formed in 1792. As a reward for military service,
soldiers in the Continental Army were awarded bounty land in the new state.”
Several Revolutionary War veterans and their heirs who were awarded land in
Kentucky, would eventually migrate to the Spanish territory of Upper Louisiana.
After the Revolutionay War, the state of Virginia issued bounty land warrants to
veterans and their heirs in the newly formed state of Kentucky. Several of these
veterans would eventually emigrate to the Spanish territory of Upper Lousiana.
[“WHS Familiar Territory” poster]

Paying down the American Revolutionary War debt led to the Whiskey Rebellion. Alexander Hamilton designed the luxury tax on whiskey. Unfortunately, most
Americans did not consider whiskey a luxury. Whiskey consumption was part of
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the daily life, given the fact that drinking water was unsafe for human consumption. Whiskey was used as currency by rural families. The 1791 tax was unpopular
and many refused to pay. In 1794, the Rebellion had reached the level that
required President George Washington to send in federal militia to put down the
rebellion of mostly Scots-Irish in western Pennsylvania. By 1796 all the “whiskey
rebels” had been pardoned and the tax was repealed within the next decade.
Besides the unpopularity of the Whisky Tax, there were other issues at play that
set the stage for farmers to move west. Slavery was gradually being abolished
in Pennsylvania. American Revolutionary Soldiers and their heirs were awarded
bounty land in the new state of Kentucky. But “living in Kentucky proved to be
difficult due to constant skirmishes with local Native American tribes, there were
often issues getting clear title and ownership to their bounty land grants” due
to legislative action that revised their surveys and often increased their land
taxes. Some were forced to sell their land to pay those taxes. These settlers
were Revolutionary War veterans who were familiar with the frontier from their
involvement in the War’s western campaign. These migrants merged with western moving pioneers from Virginia and Kentucky to Spanish Upper Louisiana.
Many chose to stay in the area that would become Wildwood. “They brought
with them their patriotic ideals, military experience, and cultural values”. Simultaneously, the Spanish Colonial Government was looking for ways to colonize the
Upper Louisiana Territory. “The Pinkney Treaty between the United States and
Spain opened up navigation on the Mississippi River to the Americans.” One
method used to attract seasoned veterans were to offer large Spanish Land
Grants offered throughout Upper Louisiana. Most desirable were along Mississippi, Missouri and Meramec Rivers, but also the smaller tributaries such as Bonhomme Creek and Wild Horse Creek. [Fox, Whiskey and WHS “Revolutionary”]
Some of the key figures who came to the Upper Louisiana and helped establish
the village of St. Andre were: James MacKay, John Colgin, William Bell, John Henry, Alexander McCourtney, John Long, Lawrence Long, Joseph Conway, Thomas
Sappington, Adam Martin and Richard Caulk and several Musick family members.
Most of the first homes built in the area were log homes. As families became
more established, they would add to their one-room cabin or build a larger home.
Whether it was a home, a school or a church, these cabins were very rough. Otis
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Shackelford, a teacher at Mount Pleasant Church/School, wrote this description of
his school in the late 1800s: “The house in which I taught was made of logs, and
it did service both for school and church. Through its cracks and crevices snakes
and frogs often peeped good naturedly and were not infrequent guests to the
amusement and delight of my circle of little backwoodsmen.” [Shackleford]

Mount Pleasant Church and School, late 1800s
Illustration by Grant Tayes
Seeking the Best by Otis M. Shackleford, Pg 50-51, 1911

James MacKay arrived in Canada as a teenager in 1776 from Scotland. The fur
trading business brought MacKay to Cahokia in 1791 and eventually to St. Louis
in 1793. MacKay came to the attention of the Spanish lieutenant governor of
Upper Louisiana due to his considerable talents and skills in cartography, writing
and reading French, and prior trade with a variety of Native American tribes.
MacKay assisted with the Spanish mission to explore the Missouri River to establish relationships with Native Americans, build forts, assert Spanish control
in Upper Louisiana, and help deter the British encroachment. But very few
Spaniards wanted to live in this section of Upper Louisiana. MacKay’s expedition left in 1795 and returned to St. Louis in 1797.
MacKay was given land as payment for his service to Spain. Among these
grants included 3,533 arpents (1 arpent = 0.84 acre) along Wild Horse Creek.
34
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MacKay’s land grant is in present-day Babler State Park.
In 1798, James MacKay was appointed Commandant of St. Andre. In 1800,
he married Isabella Long, daughter of fellow early settler, John Long. When the
Missouri River claimed St. Andre sometime prior to 1810, MacKay and his family
moved to St. Charles where he was Commandant. He and his family eventually
moved to his large farm in Gravois. This place is now better known as Grant‘s
Farm. In 1816, he was elected to the Missouri territorial legislature. The MacKay
family also had a home in St. Louis where they later moved and where he died in
1822. After his death, his family worked for confirmation of land grants that had
been declared invalid. It took 11 years to rectify those errors.
The Bon Homme Map: Zenon Trudeau, the Spanish lieutenant governor
of Upper Louisiana, forwarded the Bon Homme map to Governor General
Manuel Gayoso de Lemos on February 28, 1798. In the accompanying notes,
Trudeau commented that this area was already established by American settlers, corn had been harvested the year prior, and a mill was being built by Lorenzo (Lawrence) Long. In his letter to the Governor, Trudeau recommended
James MacKay for the position of the Commandant of the soon-to-be-named
Saint Andre district. Recent analysis by historians Danisi and Wood (2004)
suggests that this map was drawn by James MacKay in 1797. Reproductions
of the Bonhomme map (circa 1797), showing the location of many of these
Spanish Land Grants and of James MacKay’s Survey No. 30, certified in 1798,
are available for viewing in the Wildwood Historical Society’s Museum.
Lewis and Clark used MacKay’s maps and river voyage notes to navigate the
Missouri on their historic exploration a decade later. Again, MacKay came to
the attention of Lewis due to his maps. On January 10, 1804, the historic,
but secret, meeting occurred between Lewis and Clark and MacKay during
which Lewis and Clark verified that MacKay was reliable and his maps would
be of vital importance to their Corps of Discovery. Since MacKay’s information
was made at the bequest of Spain, they were considered military secret documents. MacKay risked everything to assist the United States by giving Lewis
and Clark the detailed foundation maps and notes for their explorations.
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In 1794, Theopolis McKinnon served in the Kentucky Volunteers during the
Indian Wars. In 1796, he received a Spanish Land Grant and in 1797 settled
on his grant along Bonhomme Creek. In 1799, Theopolis married Sarah McDonald in St. Andre. In 1801, he married Sarah Hamilton in St. Andre.

Dangers Our Settlers Faced
Even though the following incident occurred in what is now the
City of St. Charles, it demonstrates one of the dangers our settlers faced.
The Koonce Massacre took place around 1795. A band of Kickapoo and
Omaha Indians murdered nearly all the Koonce
family in the town of St. Charles. [Scharf, pg 1918]
•

Revolutionary War veteran, Captain John Long received thousands of acres
from the Spanish upon his arrival into Upper Louisiana in the 1790s. In 1800,
his daughter Elizabeth “Isabella” Long married James MacKay. The family
would settle on MacKay’s Gravois farm (now known as Grant’s Farm), and
his son, William Lindsay Long, built “White Haven” between 1812-1816. After
Frederick Dent acquired the home and property in 1820, he named the farm
and house, “White Haven”. Dent was Ulysses S. Grant’s father-in-law. The
Grants lived there from 1854 to 1859. William Lindsay Long and his wife died
in the St. Louis cholera plague in 1849.
John Long‘s brother Lawrence Long, was also a Revolutionary War veteran.
A recipient of substantial Virginia Treasury Warrants in Kentucky County, Lawrence lived near Daniel Boone and Jacob Coonz while in Kentucky. In 1796,
Lawrence explored the Bonhomme area and a year later he and his family
migrated west and received a large Spanish land grant in Bonhomme. Long
built one of the first mills in the St. André district and also operated a distillery.
Lawrence Long‘s son, Gabriel Long, was appointed Constable for St. André in
1804 and also served as a Justice of the Peace for Bonhomme during Territorial times.
John Baptiste Lewis came to the Bon Homme Valley in 1797. His daughter,
36
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Sarah, married Daniel Morgan Boone (Daniel Boone’s son). By 1802, John Baptiste had moved his family to present-day Crescent, Missouri. In 1816 Matrom
Lewis, Sr., came to the area. He was the son of John Baptiste and brother to
Sarah. Matrom Lewis, Jr. and the Lewis family members were instrumental in
forming the Methodist congregation and building the first Lewis Memorial Chapel.
William Hancock and his son, Stephen Hancock, Jr., secured their Spanish
Land Grants in 1799. Forrest Hancock, another son, also accompanied his
father. William Hancock, Sr. was a close and loyal friend to Daniel Boone.
Forrest was one of the original “mountain men” spending most of his life in
the wilderness.
Absolom Link came to the area of present-day Overland in 1802 from Pennsylvania. He married Magdalene Koch in 1805. He served as a Mounted Rifleman
in the Territorial Militia during the War of 1812. His descendents settled in the Wild
Horse Creek Valley.
The Link Log Cabin was located on the bluff overlooking the Wild Horse
Creek. In the 20th century the cabin and property was owned by Mildred Link,
the great granddaughter of Absolom Link. She donated the cabin to the Overland Historical Society in 1978. The cabin was dismantled and stored, eventually taking eight years to be reconstructed by the Overland Historical Society.
Slave Kettle
Nearly one-fourth of the local population was once enslaved. The Spanish gave incentives for emigrants to bring their slaves, and the institution of slavery was firmly established for most Americans migrating from Virginia,
Kentucky, Maryland, Pennsylvania and North
Carolina.The Wildwood Historical Society’s Museum displays the kettle. Oral history states that
this kettle was used by local slaves for cooking, or
perhaps doing laundry. Ownership of this kettle
has been attributed to both the Link and Coleman
families in the Wild Horse Creek Valley. Other oral
history states this kettle was used by Link’s slaves
to make apple butter.
(Photo Credit: Jill Von Gruben, 2017)
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1803 and Beyond
The Bacon Family - While this area was still under Spanish Control, the first
of the four Bacon brothers would arrive: Ludwell, Langston, Nathaniel and
William. The Bacons were among the earliest Southerners to arrive and by
the 1820s were one of the largest landowning families in western St. Louis
County, because a first wave of southerners arrived nearly a decade earlier.
By 1802, Ludwell Bacon arrived in the Bon Homme Valley area, with the
Long family, from Virginia. Ludwell Bacon married Nancy Long (daughter of
Lawrence Long) in 1794 in Virginia. He received 1000 acres in St. Andre. His
son was John Parks Bacon and his grandson was William Parks Bacon.
The William Parks Bacon home is still standing in Orrville.
Nathaniel Bacon settled in the area of Wild Horse Creek and Ossenfort
Roads. He had seven children. Nathaniel Bacon came about the same time
as his brother, Langston. His son-in-law was John Bacon.
Rueben Bacon was the original purchaser of the east half of the NE quarter
of Section near the source of Wild Horse Creek. In 1831, he bought 280
arpents of William Bell’s Survey #909 and in 1836 he bought an additional
90 acres.
Langston Bacon bought part of the McFall Survey in 1810. He expanded
his farm by buying part of McKinnon’s survey and his heirs held on to the
property until 1866. Langston’s site is better known by its later owners who
built the Ball-Essen house. (The Ball-Essen house is on the National Register
of Historic Places.)
Langston’s son, John Bacon, lived along Wild Horse Creek and donated the
land for the Bacon School. “The Bacon School was one of the earliest schools
in the area, established by the late 1820s… Education was important to the
early settlers in Missouri…” [Karen Fox, One Room Schoolhouses, WHS 2016]
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William Bacon also came to our area from Virginia. In 1835, William Bacon
acquired an additional 104 acres along Wild Horse Creek just above the old
mill seat. William’s son was James Bacon and his grandson was William
Douglas Bacon. William Douglas’s family moved to the Manchester area in
the early 1820s. [Harl]
In Virginia, the Bacons were neighbors of Thomas Jefferson. William Bacon
was the last brother to move west to Missouri in 1824. William was formerly
an overseer at Monticello. William married Sarah Douglas Defoe in 1848.
William built the Bacon Log Cabin (circa 1840s) and it was part of William’s
700-acre plantation. It still stands on Henry Avenue in Manchester. It is now
owned by the Old Trails Historical Society. The younger brother Edmund
Bacon took William’s place at Monticello and was the business manager and
primary overseer for Thomas Jefferson for twenty years. [Fox, “Early History”]
The Three Flags Ceremony occurred on March 9, 1804. In December
1803 only the area that is the State of Louisiana was transferred by France
to the United States. The remainder of the land of the Louisiana Purchase
was transferred on March 9, 1804 at the Spanish Government House (was
located near the south leg of the Gateway Arch). After the Spanish Flag was
lowered, legend says the French flag flew until the next morning. Then the
United States Flag was raised. [“Louisiana Purchase, 1803” Office of the Historian, Department of State United States of America. Accessed 7/10/2016]
Alexander McCourtney settled in the area and established a ferry on the
Missouri River going from St. Andre to the Boone settlement of Femme Osage
(near present-day Defiance). McCourtney’s ferry was petitioned for by Daniel
Boone in 1805. Link also had a ferry in that same area, connecting to Hemburg in 1887. The crossing was near the present-day Daniel Boone Bridge.
Later, the ferries in this location were the Lewis and Howell.
Wild Horse Creek Road, known as the old Kings Highway, is the oldest
known road in the area. This road was one of the few major roadways in the
late 18th and 19th centuries. [Scharf, pg 1918] [Fox, Roadside History]. On
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September 13, 1806, several locals petitioned the Court for a “public road or
highway to be opened and made sufficiently good and passable for carriages…from the plantation of Alexander McCourtney to the town of St. Louis”.
By 1818, McCourtney also had a distillery that made “a cider of a fine orchard
planted there, and now in the channel of the Missouri River, was, along with
corn, used in the distillation.” [Sharf, pg 1919] [Fox, “Early History”]

The jolly flat boat men/ painted by
G.C. Bingham, esq.; engraved by
T. Doney; printed by Powell & Co.
(Source: Library of Congress: Photo,
Print, Drawing https://www.loc.gov/
item/96516487)

Samuel Harris came to the Fox Creek area in 1808 and erected a mill near
the future site of the Fox Creek Post office. [Scharf, pg 1919]
Ninian Beall Hamilton (1739-1831) migrated from Maryland to North
Carolina to Kentucky to Missouri and received Spanish Land Grant Survey
#124 along Shepherd, Strecker & Valley Roads in 1799. Of Scottish descent,
Hamilton served as a Constable, Road Overseer and Juror in Civil Service in
North Carolina during the American Revolution (DAR). His 8 living children
(William, Andrew, Ninian, Jeremiah, Margaret, Sarah, Jane and Mary “Polly”) all
settled in this area, married and had families.
Ninian Hamilton (1777-1836) son of Ninian Beall Hamilton, came to the area
about 1800 with his father, received a large Spanish Land Grant and built a horse
mill on Survey 766. Of Scottish descent, Hamilton was from North Carolina.
The War of 1812 - The war was fought over control of frontier areas that
40
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were not resolved by the Revolutionary War. Local settlers were impacted by
skirmishes or attacks along the Missouri River settlements. These were mostly
in the form of Indian attacks which were instigated by the British. The Treaty
of Ghent ended the war in 1814. “Approximately 525 Missouri soldiers served
in Missouri Units during the War of 1812. Some of them were early settlers in
the area including John Long, Jr, William Long, David Musick, James Musick,
Ephraim Musick, Edward Bates, Joseph Conway, Thomas Sappington, Richard Caulk, Thomas Caulk, Jessie Richardson, James Richardson, and Absolom
Link.” [WHS, “War of 1812”]
1817 saw the arrival of the first steamboat, Zebulon Pike, at St. Louis. It
was the first powered boat to reach St. Louis even though it took 30 days to
get to St. Louis from Louisville, Kentucky. By 1819, technology had improved
to the point it only took one month to reach St. Louis from New Orleans.
Technology continued to improve so that by 1836, the run from New Orleans
to St. Louis was decreased to only 50 hours. The advent of the steamboat
brought new settlers, merchandise and products. Steamboats began to travel
the Missouri River, which was often very hazardous.
By 1820, the Orr Family, of Scottish descent, was established in the area
that would later become the Village of Orrville on Eatherton Road. John’s
youngest son, Robert Orr, donated land for the Antioch Baptist Church on
Wild Horse Creek Road. Robert was the postmaster of Orrville from 1858 to
1871. Orrville Historic District is on the National Register of Historic Places.
Physician Peter Kincaid arrived from Scotland in 1818 after serving as a
physician in the Napoleonic Wars. He married twice: Ann McKinnon and later
Martha Mueller. He had at least 11 children. Dr. Kincaid was known as a prominent citizen and physician. Kincaid later founded the Village of St. Albans.
Missouri was granted statehood on August 10, 1821. Until a capital building
could be constructed in Jefferson City, St. Charles was chosen as the site for
the state’s first legislators to meet. Even with the Missouri Compromise enacted, debates continued over states’ rights and slavery.

Celebrate the History of Wildwood - Era 1776 to 1859

41

Missouri State Flag
(Source: Wikimedia US-PD)

When Missouri entered the Union, it came under the rule of the Land Ordinance of 1785, and this marked the beginning of the Public Land Survey
System. Much of the surveying in the 1800s was done by the General Land
Office. Public land sales boomed in 1820 when land sold for a minimum of
$1.25 per acre at pre-announced public auctions. The Township and Range
survey system would eventually be implemented across seventy-five percent of lands in the United States. [WHS “Land Ordinances,” 2014]
Residents referred to where they lived by the name of the Township. Bonhomme Township encompassed the entirety of west St. Louis County. As
the population increased, Bonhomme Township was split, with Meramec
Township becoming the far west St. Louis County. It covers from the Missouri River on the north, the Franklin County line on the west, the Meramec
River on the south, and Clarkson Road on the east. Residents in this area, now
known as Wildwood, referred to themselves as being residents of Meramec
Township. In 1876, the County separated from the City of St. Louis.
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The Mormon War - In 1838, Missouri Governor Lilburn Boggs issued the
“Extermination Order” against Mormons living in Missouri, demanding they
leave the state. The resulting conflict, often referred to as the Mormon War,
was from August 6 to November 1, 1838 during which time 22 people were
killed. The Mormon War skirmishes took place 100 miles to the east/northeast of Kansas City, Missouri. More than 10,000 Mormons were forced to
leave Missouri. “Volunteers (Missouri State Militia) are coming back from the
Mormon affair.” [Watchman article, November 13, 1838.]

German Immigration

Expansion of Prussia 1807-1871
(Source: Wikimedia Commons US-PD)

Many of the immigrants who settled in Meramec Township
during the 1830s and 1840s were from Prussia. Prussia was a German
kingdom (1701-1918) that included parts of the present-day Germany,
Poland, Russia, Lithuania, Denmark, Belgium and the Czech Republic.
Its capital was Berlin. The region experienced economic hardship
following the Napoleonic wars, which led to a wave of emigration to
America. [WHS “Prussia” poster, 2015] As immigrants from Prussia
entered the United States, it was not uncommon for the country of origin
to be listed as Germany rather than Prussia, which can mislead later
generations tracing their families.
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Many Prussians heard about “Missouri” from Gottfried Duden’s writings from
the 1820s and chose this area because of his favorable descriptions. [WHS
“Prussia” poster, 2015]
Gottfried Duden was a German attorney. Duden was convinced that many
of the social and economic problems in his home country could be solved by
the creation of a German “colony” in America. To find out firsthand what conditions were like in America, Duden traveled to Missouri and lived for several
years (1824-27) on a farm in Dutzow, just north of Washington, Missouri. He
thought the Missouri River Valley looked a lot like the Rhineland, and he encouraged others to emigrate. [WHS “Early German Immigration” poster, 2015]
Duden published a book, Report on a Journey to the Western States of North
America, in 1829. His description of Missouri was favorable. But what was
vital to his theme was his comparison of the lack of food and various freedoms in Germany to the abundance and freedoms that were found in the
United States. Duden’s book ignited the German emigration to Missouri.
[Keeven-Franke] [WHS “Prussia”]
The Steines family of Kattwick, Prussia, read Duden’s book with great interest. They were members of the Solingen Emigration Society. The society
chose one of their members, a young, well-educated bachelor, Hermann
Steines, to go ahead of the rest of the group to determine if Duden’s claims
were true. [WHS “Early German Immigration”]
Hermann Steines arrived here in 1833 and he wrote many letters back to
his family and friends in Rhine, Germany, telling of his experiences and encouraging them to join him. This series of letters was published in the Missouri
Historical Review in 1919. [WHS “Early German Immigration”]
As land values increased during the 1830s and 1840s, many Americans
moved on, selling their land to Germans during this peak period of demand
from German immigrants. Hermann Steines was one of the first Germans to
arrive and settle in the area. [Fox, WHS – Babler Park]
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Hermann Steines
(Source: WHS image collection)

Hermann, from Kettwig,
Germany was a Justice of
the Peace and performed
all marriages in Meramec
Township before April 1869,
farmed, taught school, and
practiced medicine. One of
Hermann’s letters gave the
following advice:

“There will be inconvenience for all of us to face, but if you wish to see our
whole family living in the same country, a country where freedom of speech
obtains, where no spies are eavesdropping, where no wretched simpletons
criticize your every word and seek to detect therein a venom that might endanger the life of the state, the church, and the home, in short, if you wish
to be really happy and independent then come here and become farmers
in the United States. Here you will find a class of beings that think sensibly, and that still respect the man in
man. Oppressive military systems and
exorbitant taxation are foreign to this
country. Nature has blessed this land
abundantly. Here one fully enjoys what
one earns, here no despots are to be
feared, here the law is respected, and
honest citizens do not tolerate the least
infringement or interference by human
authority.” [WHS “Prussia” poster] [Harl]
In 1834, Hermann’s brother, Frederick Steines, and their parents joined
Hermann. The family first settled on
Tavern Creek, just over the Franklin
County line, and then a branch of the
family moved to a farm on Pond Road.

Frederick and Bertha
Herminghas Steines
(Source: WHS image collection)
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Many of the descendants of the Steines family remain in the Wildwood area.
Frederick was a Franklin County resident near the St. Louis County line. He
was a farmer, teacher, and Franklin County Justice of the Peace. In 1839,
he established Oakfield German-English Academy for boys. The school was
located on his farm, which was located on the far eastern edge of Franklin
County. He is important to Meramec Township due to the collection of his
letters in which he described his experiences as an immigrant in Missouri.
Frederick’s letters have been published in a variety of sources. [WHS “Early
German Immigration”]

Frederick W. and Johanna von Gruben Steines and Family
(Source: WHS image collection)

In 1834, Hermann’s son, Frederick W. Steines also came from Kettwig,
Germany. He was a justice of the peace, performing marriages in Meramec
Township after Hermann from 1869 until 1912. He assisted in organizing the
Republican Party in Meramec Township. He was a school director for over
30 years. He married Johanna von Gruben. They lived in Pond at Overbrook
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Farm. The frame farmhouse was built in the 1830s and additions were made
in the 1870s. This land was originally a Spanish Land Grant of William Hamilton. After several owners, the land was purchased by Otto von Gruben. When
Otto died, his widow, Lisette, returned to Germany. Her brother-in-law, August,
was made the Trustee of the estate. August arranged the sale of Overbrook to
Frederick W. Steines at the time of his marriage to Johanna, August’s daughter.
Charles (Karl) “Dutch Charlie” Paffrath came to the Hollow area in 1834
from Lichtlin, Rhine-Prussia. He came from Prussia with his uncle, Hermann
Steines. The area’s name was first “Deutsch Hollow”. Paffrath had a tavern
and store along the main traveler’s trek, the Main Street/Manchester state
road. Charlie’s farm was on Melrose Road in the East Melrose area. Hollow
village was a relay point for the Jefferson City stagecoach. The Bartold Farm
was a resting point on the journey west. Charlie Paffrath became a naturalized
citizen in 1859.

Dutch Charlie Paffrath and Family
(Source: WHS image collection)
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The Bates family came from Prussia in the 1830s and acquired land east of
Wild Horse Creek next to what would become the Tyler estate. Martin Bates
and Magdalene (Maria) Keyser were married in the 1830s. [Harl]. Henry
Bates, the only son of Martin and Magdalene Bates, married Henriette
Gaehle in 1860 and they built a log cabin near Henry’s parents and raised six
children. Bates & Son’s Sawmill was in Centaur. [Harl]
In 1832, Otto von Gruben came to Meramec Township at the age of 21-23
from Neuhaus, Germany. He became a naturalized citizen. Lisette Wagner,
also from Germany. They were married in 1834. They lived at Overbrook
Farm, near the present-day Pond Athletic Park. When Otto died, his widow and
their one surviving child, Wilhelamine, returned to Germany.
Karl (Charles) Christian
von Gruben, Otto’s brother, followed from Neuhaus,
Germany, at the age of 24.
He also became a naturalized citizen. He married Meta
Hencken, and they lived on
Hencken Road.
It is assumed that Johanna
von Gruben also arrived
from Neuhaus, Germany, in
1834 with her brother, Karl.
Johanna married Dietrich
Hencken, brother of Meta.

Christina and August von Gruben, 1890s
(Source: Courtesy of the VonGruben Family)
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In 1835, August von Gruben, brother of Otto, Karl,
and Johanna, also came to
Meramec Township from
Neuhaus, Germany, via the
New Orleans port at the age
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of 18. While working as a cabin boy, August made at least one, if not two, prior
Atlantic crossings landing in New York. He became a naturalized citizen. He
married Christina Kleibaecher.

Holy Ghost Evangelical Church 7th & Clark, 1850-1858
(Source: Courtesy of Eden Theological Seminary Archives)

?
The Holy Ghost Evangelical Church congregation was the first German
Protestant church in St. Louis and was formed in 1832. Why discuss a
church located so far from Meramec Township? If a couple wanted to register or be married at a German Protestant church, Holy Ghost was their
only choice. Holy Ghost was located where the first Busch Stadium stood.
Our Meramec Township example was the couple, August von Gruben and
Christina Kleibaecher. They were married at Holy Ghost on July 2, 1841.

•
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By 1835, construction of a mail-stage coach route (now Manchester Road)
between St. Louis and Jefferson City was authorized by the State of Missouri.
The road was called Main Street and the New State Road.
In 1835 land was obtained by John Bockman who then sold to Cyrus
Speers who ran a store and tavern. At that time, the area was known as
Speers Pond. When Speers sold the land to Frederick Drienhofer, and Frederick Essen built his store, the village flourished and the name changed to
Pond. The Pond Hotel was built in 1851 and acted as a stagecoach stop on
Manchester Road.
In 1836, Martin Hencken emigrated from Bremerhaven, Germany and settled in Fox Creek in 1838. In 1849, he purchased an additional 120 acres and
began farming in the Dutch Hollow area. Martin became a naturalized citizen.

Hencken House, circa 1920s
(Source: Donated by Hencken Family to the WHS image collection)

Martin’s son, Henry Hencken, Sr., married Sophia Bohning in 1852, the
same year he purchased the acreage from his father and built the home. This
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home is on the City of Wildwood’s Register of Historic Places. The home is on
the property of the Wildwood Historical Society. [WHS, Hencken Farm poster,
2016] [WHS 2011 Calendar]
In 1836, Herman Berthold came from Prussia Germany. John C. Berthold
came in 1850. Fred W. Berthold was John’s son and married Amalia Kierspe
in 1862.

b

When oral tradition is disputed by facts:
Many thought the old stone building ruins on the property
where Living Word Methodist Church sits today were part of
a pre-Civil War stage coach stop. But the facts tell a different
story. In 1838 Calvin Farris sold land to Adam Wardenburg
and his wife, Joann, from Oldenburg, Germany. They added to
that parcel. In 1854, the Wardenburgs sold a portion to William Ossenschmidt, an immigrant from Prussia. Ossenschmidt
may have built the stone structures which were on the property
where Living Word Methodist Church sits today. When William
died, Charles Ossenschmidt inherited the land. After Charles
died, his widow married Charles Koch. When Charles Koch died
in 1927, the property changed hands to the Schneider family.
The Schneiders sold the property to the Church in 2000. While
the oral tradition of a stage coach stop made for a good story,
the location of the stone buildings was too far away from the
stage coach route on Manchester to be realistic.
•
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Many of the Southern families who migrated to Missouri from Virginia were
interrelated, with relationships that went back generations from the Old Dominion. Combined, the Tyler and Coleman Families from Virginia were among
the largest slave-holding families in the Wild Horse Creek Valley.
Henry Tyler came from Virginia in 1837. His home was at the southeast corner
of present-day Babler State Park. By 1850, Henry’s plantation covered 853 acres,
and he owned 42 slaves. While hemp was the main cash crop, wheat, corn,
sheep and swine were also raised. By 1860, the plantation produced 28 tons of
hemp annually. [Harl] Henry Tyler’s grandson became Governor of Virginia.
Robert Coleman arrived from Spotsylvania County, Virginia in 1837. He purchased a part of the McCourtney tract, and later, portions of the Bell, McLaughlin, Henry, and MacKay tracts to become a substantial plantation worked
by 54 slaves. One son, John M, died in 1849. Another son, Spencer, lived in
Franklin County. Upon his death in 1840, the property was split between all
four sons.
William Coleman married Hardinia Goodwin and in 1848 built a brick mansion naming it Mount Comfort. [Harl]. The cash crop was hemp, and by
1850, 20 tons of hemp was produced in a single season.
Robert G. Coleman also had a hemp plantation and owned 36 slaves in
1850. By 1860, the 440-acre plantation was producing 12 tons of hemp
annually. Coleman was a Missouri State Senator, elected in 1857 and 1877.
His home was built overlooking the Missouri River, just west of present day

b

Centaur. [Harl] William’s descendants held onto the land until the 1950s

b
By 1838, Americans of European descent claimed the entirety of
Missouri. The removal of the Native American Tribes occurred in
less than twenty years.
•
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In 1839, William Eatherton arrived from Spotsylvania County, Virginia.
Around 1840, Martin Gaehle and his siblings arrived from Germany.
In 1844, C. Frederick Ossenfort emigrated from Germany and he became a
naturalized citizen. Christian Ossenfort became a naturalized citizen in 1861.
In 1847, Jobst Herinrich Kreienkamp with his wife, Maria Elinora, arrived
in Meramec Township and he became a naturalized citizen in 1864. Clamor
Kreienkamp became a naturalized citizen in 1864 and Christian Kreienkamp became a naturalized citizen in 1888.
Prior to 1846, Gerhard Rudolf Essen and two of his brothers arrived from
Germany. Henry Essen became a naturalized citizen in 1856 and Erich
Essen in 1866.

In 1848, Francois (Francis) Xavier
Bernard arrived from Mulhaus/Mullhasen Rhine, Alsace, Lorraine, in the
Voges Mountain Range area. He married Margaretha (Margaret) Rieger
in 1853. He was a naturalized citizen
in 1856.

Francis Xavier and Margaret Reiger Bernard
(Source: WHS image collection)

Celebrate the History of Wildwood - Era 1776 to 1859

53

:
St. Louis experienced its second, most serious, cholera epidemic in
1849, killing 4,317 that year or 6% of the population (some sources
cite a fatality rate of 9%). It started in early January with the arrival
of two steamboats from New Orleans with each carrying multiple
seriously ill people and a total of 10 dead. Those two boats were
followed by other boats filled with more cholera victims.
Cholera is a bacterial infection that is spread through water
contaminated by human waste. The cause would not be widely
known until the 1880s. In 1849, it was thought to be an airborne
disease. The city did not have a sewer system, so cholera spread
quickly with its deadly consequences.
The epidemic was complicated in the middle of May by a
massive firestorm started by a fire on a boat that was moored on
the riverfront. Within 30 minutes, the fire was whipped by northern
winds that spread to other boats until 23 steamboats were on fire.
Sparks ignited the riverfront structures and quickly spread through
the city. By morning, 418 buildings were destroyed.
The firestorm slowed the epidemic for a short time, but like the
fire, the illness came roaring back with July experiencing the peak
of deaths. The epidemic was declared over in August. Construction
of a sewer system did not start until 1851, with no one knowing
that the system would prevent future massive epidemics.
•
In 1846, Minnie (Mena) Poertner came to the United States from Germany. She was married to William (Friedrichwilhelm) Poertner, who was
from Hanover, Germany. [Harl]
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Gustav Waagner’s 1857 map of St. Louis County, Missouri
(Source: Courtesy of the Library of Congress)

An analysis by country or US State of origin of the 1850 Census of Meramec
Township, Missouri, shows that of the 232 total households, 40% were from
Germany, 2% were from Ireland, 51% were from Southern States, and 1%
were from Pennsylvania. The remaining 6% were from France, native-born
Missourians, and the United States northeast states. Most Southerners were
slave owners, and a small percentage of Germans also owned and rented
slaves. [Fox, 1850 Census Researcher Notes, 2017]
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In 1851, Charles H. Haven purchased 1,000 acres of Federal Land Claims
and platted the village of Melrose as a planned community. Unfortunately,
his plan financially folded in the mid-1870s.
In 1827, the first Fox Creek was established by Samuel Harris. He was a
carpenter and had a tavern and the first Fox Creek Post Office. In 1851, the
village of Fox Creek moved when Fred Schulze opened a store, which would
become the post office.
The Kelpe family arrived in 1852 and homesteaded 40 acres in present day
Babler State Park. This land had been part of the Bacon property.
1852 was when Peter Johann Pfeiffer from Darbringhausen, Rhineland,
Prussia arrived. Peter was the father of Charles William Pfeiffer.
John Fick and Catherine (Lochmiller) arrived from Bavaria, Germany in 1851.
They arrived in Orrville in 1855.

Impact of Railroads
Glencoe’s development began when the Missouri Pacific Railroad
arrived in 1831. Prior to 1831 the main occupation was farming.
After the Railroad came, there was a partial shift from farming to
timber harvesting. The town Glencoe was platted by Woods, Christy
& Co. in 1854. In 1854 James Yeatman (original Ninian Hamilton
track) built a mansion and a lime kiln. Eventually this became
LaSalle Institute Retreat Center. Peyton Carr’s, James Yeatman’s
grandson, home was built and named Woodcliffe, which is now
Marycliffe Retreat Center.
•
In the mid-1850s, Michael Bouquet arrived from Morlheim, Bavaria, Germany.
In 1856, Gottlieb Grauer arrived from Wurttenburg, Germany.
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The original “Old Rock” Bethel Church on Wild Horse Creek Road was
built in 1859 at a cost of $2,000. This building is still standing and is the
oldest surviving church structure in Wildwood.

Old Rock Bethel Church, 1859
(Source: WHS image collection)

The Pre-Civil War Era
Many factors led to the Civil War and the purpose of this chapter is not to fully
explore those dynamics. The fact is that Missouri and St. Louis were pivotal in
key events that contributed to the dynamics.
The Missouri Compromise of 1820 was a direct result of the Missouri Territory’s 1819 request for admission to the Union as a slave state. The US Congress
generated this agreement to hopefully reach a peaceful resolution. Missouri
would be admitted as a slave state, and Maine would be admitted as a free
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state. Congress, through amendment, drew an imaginary line (36 degrees 30’
north) across the former Louisiana Territory, establishing the boundary between
free and slave regions. The Compromise was an attempt to appease both sides
of the slavery issue and to keep the balance of power in the US Congress.

Missouri Compromise of 1820 Map
(Source: Wikimedia)

The McIntosh Incident: In 1836, a steamboat porter and cook and freed black
man, Francis McIntosh, became involved in an altercation with other deckhand(s) and the sheriff’s officers at the St. Louis riverfront. When McIntosh
was told he would spend five years in prison for “breach of the peace”, he
stabbed both officers, with one dying. After McIntosh was jailed, a white mob
broke into the jail and forcibly removed McIntosh, chained him to a tree and
burned him to death. A news blackout was enforced about the mob action.
Elijah Lovejoy refused to stay silent and wrote extensively about the McIntosh
Incident. Lovejoy was so harassed, he moved his newspaper to Alton, Illinois.
A few months later, Lovejoy was murdered by gunshot when a mob confronted him over his stand.
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The Kansas-Nebraska Act of 1854: allowed “popular sovereignty” with each
state determining the question of being a free state or a slave state. The
Kansas-Nebraska Act repealed the Missouri Compromise of 1820. The Kansas-Nebraska Act’s original intent was to remove the debate from the Federal
level and return it to a question of state determination. But the majority response was Northerners perceiving the Kansas-Nebraska Act to be southern
aggression. This set the stage for what became known as “Bleeding Kansas”,
which was basically a micro-civil war between pro-slavery supporters from
Missouri moving into Kansas and affecting their elections. Settlers who were
anti-slavery, including abolitionist John Brown, came into Kansas to also influence the elections. The tension boiled over to physical aggression with people
killed as a result.

b
One family’s story of the effects
of the Missouri Compromise
Ulysses S. Grant and his wife, Julia Dent Grant, lived with her family
from 1854 to 1859. Julia’s father, Col. Dent, purchased “White Haven” in 1820 and developed the acreage into a traditional Southern
plantation with slaves supplying the labor.
Grant was pro-Union and anti-slavery. As one can imagine, the discussions between Grant and Col. Dent were antagonistic over the
question of slavery. Julia was often caught in the middle between
the two most important men in her life. This is an example of how
the question of slavery drove a wedge among family members.
This was a situation that played out all over the country at the time.
[National Park Service, US Grant]
•
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Reynolds Political Map, 1852
(Source: Wikimedia, US-PD-1923)

Dred Scott Case: The final St. Louis piece was the Dred Scott case. Scott’s
original owner was St. Louisan Peter Blow. When Peter Blow died in 1833, his
daughter sold Scott to Dr. Emerson, a surgeon in the United States Army at
Jefferson Barracks. 1834 saw Dr. Emerson take Scott to Illinois when he was
posted there. In 1836 Dr. Emerson was stationed in what is now Minnesota.
Scott married another of Dr. Emerson’s slaves, Harriet. In 1838 the Scotts were
sent to Jefferson Barracks when Dr. Emerson was re-stationed there. In 1843
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Dr. Emerson died and the Scotts became the property of Widow Emerson.
In 1846, the Scotts filed petitions for their freedom in the St. Louis “Old Courthouse”. 1847 brought a court loss due to a technicality. In 1850, the St. Louis
Circuit Court granted the Scotts their freedom. Widow Emerson appealed to
the Missouri Supreme Court. In 1852, the Missouri Supreme Court reversed
the Circuit Court’s decision. In 1854, the Scotts appealed to the US Supreme
Court, and in 1856 the US Supreme Court ruled against the Scotts saying
that “Negros” were not considered to be citizens and thus the Scotts had no
right to sue. The Supreme Court decision for the Dred Scott case declared
the Missouri Compromise unconstitutional. The Blow Family, descendants of
Dred Scott’s original master, obtained freedom for the Scott family after the
negative Supreme Court decision. Dred Scott died a year later and was buried
in Calvary Cemetery.
It was this stew of opposing feelings and belief structures that led to the explosion that became the American Civil War. How did this backdrop of crisis
affect Meramec Township? Some of the residents who were originally from
Southern States (51% of the households in Meramec Township in 1850),
were slave holders themselves and southern sympathizers. Though some
Germans did own slaves, the German immigrants generally were opposed
to slavery. They had left oppression in their original homelands and wanted
nothing to do with enslaving others or limiting liberties. A significant number
of these German immigrants became Naturalized American Citizens prior to
the Civil War. They believed in the Union.
Future chapters covering the American Civil War and Post War in Meramec
Township will discuss the issues of neighbors against neighbors and the willingness to fight for their beliefs. The stories of the families introduced in this
chapter will continue in future chapters of this project allowing us to tell the
history of this area and how it fit into the world at that time. Those families will
be joined by others still to be introduced. Their stories wait for us to learn and
appreciate their struggles and that who we are now is built on who they were
and what they endured and accomplished all those years ago.
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n the prior chapter, some of the key factors leading to the Civil War
were discussed. Among them were the Missouri Compromise of 1820,
the McIntosh Incident in 1836, the Kansas-Nebraska Act of 1854 which
led to “the Bleeding Kansas” border war, and the Dred Scott case which was
finally decided by the U.S. Supreme Court in 1856.
Two books were published during this turbulent pre-war period that reflected
the conflicts that were brewing. One was a work of fiction: Uncle Tom’s Cabin
or a Life Among the Lowly by Harriet Beecher Stowe published in 1852. It
was an anti-slavery novel and helped fuel the abolitionist movement in the
1850s. It was widely popular with 300,000 books sold in the United States
in its first year.
The second book was nonfiction: Twelve Years a Slave was the memoir of Solomon Northup. Northup was a free born black man from New York state who
was kidnapped in Washington, D.C. and sold into slavery. He was in bondage for 12 years until family in New York secretly received information about
his location and situation and arranged for his release with the assistance of
officials of the State of New York. His memoir details the slave markets, the
details of sugar and cotton production and the treatment of slaves on major
plantations. This memoir, published in 1853, gave factual support to the story
told in Stowe’s novel.
These two books reflected and enhanced the ideological conflicts that led to
the Civil War.

68

Era 1860 to 1919 -

Celebrate the History of Wildwood

b
Ulysses S. Grant was born in Ohio to an anti-slave family.
He graduated from West Point Military Academy and fought in the
Mexican-American war. As we touched upon in the last chapter,
Grant and his wife lived with his in-laws at the White Haven
Plantation in the “Gravois” area (present-day location is at Ulysses
S. Grant National Historic Site Missouri located just east of Grant’s
Farm). It was at White Haven that Grant was exposed to the
workings of a plantation and its economy that ran on slave labor.
He witnessed the restriction of liberties first-hand. It was here
in the St. Louis area, that laid the groundwork for Grant’s
treatment of slaves and freed slaves throughout the Civil War
and Reconstruction.
“From his growing liaison with the Dents, Grant would be forced
to straddle two incompatible worlds: the enterprising free labor
economy of the North and the regressive world of southern slavery.
An influx of liberal German immigrants had introduced into
St. Louis a sizable community of small farmers with an abolitionist
bent, sharpening tensions with large planters over slavery.”
[Chernow, Grant, p 31]
Beginning in 1863, the Grants began purchasing tracts of land of
Julia’s childhood home, White Haven. “It was his retreat during the
Civil War and throughout his presidency. It would end up being the
only home Grant would ever own.” [Wolk, “Following Grant”]
•
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Railroads
The railroads were the life-blood of commerce and the expansion of the country.
They were also strategically vital to both sides of the Civil War to move men and
material from one battle site to another. The Union had a distinct advantage over
the South in this regard. The North had 2.3 times the miles of track than the South
did in 1861 at the beginning of the war. The Union forces also had access to
resources to repair and rebuild and the South’s resources were greatly restricted
by the Union blockades. The railroads became a vital strategic asset for an armed
force to keep track, supply centers and road junctions under its control.
The Pacific Railroad from St. Louis to Jefferson City was completed in Fall
1855. On November 1, 1855, on its inaugural run to Jefferson City, the dignitary-filled train plunged into the Gasconade River. That bridge was rebuilt in 4
months. The rail line ran close to Eureka coming out of St. Louis and helped
make Glencoe village accessible.
The line was complete from St. Louis to Kansas City in September 1865. The
Civil War raids greatly damaged Missouri’s railways to the extent, plus Missouri’s geography, that it affected St. Louis not being the choice for the route of
the transcontinental railroad which opened in 1869.

A profile map of the located line of the Labadie and
Creve Coeur Branch of the Missouri Pacific Railway, was filed with the county
clerk…The profile shows the location of the proposed branch in St. Louis county, from the Franklin county boundary to a junction with the Laclede & Creve
Coeur Railroad, at the lake. It runs through the lands of Howell & Link, Bailey,
Tyler, Ridgley, Nickerson, Rickard, Schulze, Coleman, Koewing, Bayer, Kroenung, Kram, Becker, Hesse, Lewis, Kessler, Payne, Devinney, Bates, Walton,
Obart, Kuhlmann, Talbott heirs, Braun and Stevens.
—Watchman, February 12, 1886
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In 1887 the St. Louis, Kansas City, and Colorado Railroad was built west from
St. Louis through the lower reaches of the Wild Horse Creek Valley. This Railroad was built with the support of the Santa Fe Railroad and eventually acquired by the Rock Island Line. The two villages of Monarch and Centaur
developed because of the railroad.

Rock Island Train through Centaur
(Source: WHS Image Collection)

Jefferson Barracks
Jefferson Barracks opened in 1826 with temporary quarters. In 1827, it was
named after President Jefferson who had died in 1826. In front of the barracks, was the parade field. Additionally, Jefferson Barracks was named the
nation’s first Infantry School of Practice. The first unit of a permanent cavalry
unit was formed at Jefferson Barracks in 1832. Besides providing training,
Jefferson Barracks also provided an area of rest, was the supply station, and
recruiting center. Jefferson Davis organized the First and Second Regiments of
Calvary in 1855. Other future Confederate officers who served here included
Albert Sidney Johnston and Robert E. Lee.
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“It was from Jefferson Barracks that the famous Old Third Cavalry, with General
Robt. E. Lee as colonel, and Albert Sidney Johnson and General Early as majors,
with General Winfield Scott Hancock as a captain, and General Fitzhugh Lee as
lieutenant, marched out for the war with Mexico. Only a few years later all but
Hancock were to become famous Confederate officers.” [Thomas, 1911, pg 412.]

Jefferson Barracks, circa 1863,
artist unknown
(Image courtesy of the Missouri
Civil War Museum)

A young Ulysses Grant was posted here after his West Point graduation. He
met his future wife, Julia Dent, because his roommate at Jefferson Barracks
was Frederick Dent, Julia’s brother. And it didn’t hurt that being stationed at
Jefferson Barracks he was relatively close to White Haven.
The Civil War brought a hospital in 1862 to Jefferson Barracks and again acted
as the Recruitment Depot. The hospital was built to hold 3,000 patients, but
by the end of the war over 18,000 would be treated there.
Jefferson Barracks continued its role as a major base for the U.S. Army through
the Spanish-American War, World War I and World War II. The Barracks were
decommissioned in 1946.
Jefferson Barracks is also the site of one of the U.S. Military’s oldest cemeteries and has served as the burial place for soldiers from all wars, including
Confederate soldiers. The first burial took place in 1827. A Congressional joint
resolution established Jefferson Barracks as a national cemetery in 1866. The
Cemetery was listed on the National Register of Historic Places in 1968. Some
veterans from the area that is present-day Wildwood are buried there.
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Slavery in This Area
Missouri was a divided state regarding the issue of slavery. Many non-slaveowners supported slavery as an “accepted system of labor” prior to the Civil
War and during the war some slave owners joined in the Union Army’s anti-slavery fight. The latter is evidenced by the example of Frederick Steines. In
1850 Frederick Steines, a German immigrant, was a resident of Boles Township and had a farm in nearby Franklin County. Steines owned two slaves and
hired out a third slave, Malinda, from the John C. Coleman estate in neighboring Meramec Township. During the war, however, Steines served in the Union
Army as a member of the Missouri Home Guard.
On average, 10 percent of Missouri’s population was enslaved prior to the Civil War.
The largest enslaved communities were in
the central part of the state, in a region
known as Little Dixie, where the slave
population ranged from 20 to 50 percent
of the population. Meramec Township, in
western St. Louis County, was 23 percent
enslaved in 1850.
This kettle was purchased by Joseph
Schaedler at a farm auction on one of
Slave Kettle: iron kettle, circa early
the Coleman farms in the mid-1900s.
to mid-19th century
(Source: WHS museum collection,
The kettle was later purchased by the
Photo credit: Jill VonGruben, 2018)
Wildwood Historical Society at Ervin
Schaedler’s farm auction. Oral stories
passed down tell us that this kettle was used by local slaves for cooking.
Kettles such as this were typically set up in the yard. The handles on the side
were designed to raise it over a large fire.
Early ownership of this kettle has been attributed to both the Link and Coleman families from the Wild Horse Creek Valley. The kettle shown here is said
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to have been used by Link’s slaves to make apple butter.
The Link family were descendants of Absolom Link (1775-1841) who served as a
Mounted Rifleman in the Territorial Militia during the War of 1812. The Link family
acquired land throughout the region, including portions of William Bell’s Spanish Survey #909. Both Robert G. Coleman and Alexander McElhinney acquired
property from the Link Estate. The Link Log Cabin was donated to the Overland
Historical Society in 1978 and moved and reconstructed in Overland. Visitors can
visit this preserved structure by contacting the Overland Historical Society.

Neighbor against
Neighbor
“For some of the border states, the horror of civil war was that the state itself degenerated into divided loyalties. This was
the sad case of Missouri, which stayed
in the Union despite tremendous sentiment to join the Confederacy. St. Louis
was torn internally as its citizens separatSt. Louis County map, 1857,
ed over which cause to support.” [Hodes,
cropped to show the approximate
Divided City] “ ‘Split state’ used to sound
area of present-day Wildwood.
simple to me, as though it were 50-50,
(Source: Gustavus Waagner, Library of Congress Geography and
North versus South, nice tidy halves. But
Map Division, “New topographical
Missouri wasn’t just split in the Civil War.
map of St. Louis, Missouri.”)
It was shattered. Rifts ran through every
level of society all over the state – through counties, towns, church congregations, families, right down to individual souls.” [Watson] And so it was for
Meramec Township.
Slave owners and non-owners lived side by side throughout St. Louis County.
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The Gustavas Waagner 1857
topographical map of St. Louis County details information
about landowners and the locations of their homes. In the
Wild Horse Creek Valley is the
Pleasant’s residence. The Pleasants were slave-owners from
Virginia. Maria Pleasant’s son,
Robert G. Coleman, served in
the Confederate States Army
and after the war became a
physician in the community.
Many of the Pleasants’ neighbors were Germans who
served in the Missouri Home
Guard and kept a watchful
eye on their neighbors. Locals Henry Hencken and Dietrich Hencken both served
in Company E of the Missouri
Home Guard’s Pacific Battalion. [“150th Anniversary of
End of Civil War,” WHS 2015
Calendar, February.]

1860 US Census, Meramec Township
(Source: Ancestory.com. 1860 United States
Federal Census, Meramec, St. Louis, Missouri,
p 39.) Census records provide a great deal of
insight, listing household members, profession,
place of birth and value of estate. The 1860
census shown here includes the names Lissette
(von) Gruben, Charles (von) Gruben, William
Hyde, William Poertner and August (von) Gruben.

Overview Civil War in Missouri
The American Civil War was fought in the United States from 1861 to 1865. The
causes of the war were many and complex, but the central conflict was over slavery and its expansion into new states. During the war, Missouri was a border state
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whose citizens supported both the north and south. Most Missouri men served
in some capacity during the war. Many joined the Confederate States Troops,
but most pledged their allegiance to the Union. More than 110,000 Missourians
fought in the Union Army and nearly 40,000 joined Confederate units.
Over 1,260 civil war battles and armed skirmishes took place throughout Missouri. St. Louis was under Federal Marshal Law for most of the war while bands
of Confederate soldiers roamed the countryside, as evidenced by the Rebel
Camp on the nearby Meramec River in 1862 explained later in this chapter.

Union Army Campaigns - 1864

The Union had several military organizations in the state during the war including the Missouri Home Guard, the Missouri Militia and the Missouri Volunteers. After the war Union Army veterans established a fraternal organization
of former Union soldiers called the Grand Army of the Republic of which
many Missourians became members.
The Confederate States Army was supported by troops in the Missouri State
Guard, a militia led by former Missouri governor, General Sterling Price. Gen76
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eral Price’s unsuccessful raid through Missouri in 1864 was the final effort
of the Confederate western campaign. [“The American Civil War in Missouri”
Poster, WHS, © 2015]

The Civil War in 1861
The Missouri Home Guard was a Union military unit of several thousand men
authorized by General Nathaniel Lyon. They were called to active Civil War duty
following the attack on Fort Sumter in April of 1861. The initial Home Guard
troops received no pay, were given no uniforms and few weapons, and served
for three months. Starting in 1862, the Home Guard units were replaced by
militia regiments including the Missouri State Militia and the compulsory Enrolled Missouri Militia. All men between the ages of 18-45 were required to
enroll if they were not already in a state or federal military organization. Home
Guardsmen and the Enrolled Missouri Militia were tasked with defending their

“Destruction of a railroad bridge”, Timothy H. O’Sullivan, photographer, May 26,
1864 (Source: Library of Congress, Photo, Print Drawing.) The above photo shows
what the Confederate forces would do in the face of advancing Union forces. This
type of action is what the Missouri Home Guard and later the Missouri State Militia
fought to prevent in Missouri.
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community and protecting local citizens. Guarding railroads and bridges in St.
Louis and Franklin Counties was a high priority part of that duty.
One of the more famous units of the Missouri Home Guard were the “Missouri Tigers,” a ninety-member militia based on the campus of the University
of Missouri in Columbia. In defense preparations for Price’s Raid in 1864, the
heavily armed Tigers kept watch over the town and even dug a moat around
the city courthouse. Today, the school’s athletic programs are named in honor
of this Civil War group.

The Civil War Timeline detailed in this section was obtained from:
State of Missouri’s Civil War Timeline
[Missouri Digital Heritage: Timeline of Missouri history 1860-1869]
[https://www.sos.mo.gov/archives/history/timeline/timeline6]

On May 10, shots were fired by Capt. Nathaniel Lyon’s Home Guard.
On May 11, “Upon the whole, I never saw any better in all my travels as a soldier, and doubt if there is any better of the kind in the United States. I believe
that General Fremont has the honor of getting up this camp and ordering its
erection and conveniences.” Sgt. F.F. Kiner, 14th Iowa Infantry. [Courtesy of the
Missouri Civil War Museum]
The strategic value of Missouri was control of the Missouri River valley and lower
Mississippi valley which set the stage for it to be fought over by both sides.
“Keeping Missouri in the Union was a prime objective of the Federal government during the first year of the Civil War. It was the reason that the Battle
of Wilson’s Creek was fought.” [“Pea Ridge” National Park Service, US Department of the Interior.]
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On August 10 the Battle of Wilson’s Creek resulted in a Union retreat
and southwestern Missouri was left in Confederate hands until the
Battle of Pea Ridge.
The Battle of Wilson’s Creek was the first major battle west of the Mississippi River. It was the first major battle after Fort Sumpter and the number of casualties,
though much smaller than in later battles, shocked both the Union and Confederate Government and Armed Forces and the public. Brig. General Nathaniel Lyon
was killed in this battle and was the first Union general to be killed in battle.
The Ray House was turned into
a field hospital and the family helped medical personnel
in treating the wounded and
dying. Later, the body of General
Nathaniel Lyon was brought to
the house and examined before
it was removed to Springfield
under a flag of truce. Roxanna
(Ray) supplied a counterpane,
or bedspread, to cover the body.
[“The Ray House,” NPS]
(Photo credit: Jill VonGruben,
2017)

“The battle ended in a Confederate victory, but the Southerners were unable to
pursue the retreating Union forces. Nonetheless, the Battle of Wilson’s Creek allowed
the Confederacy to take control of southwestern Missouri for a time.” [White]
(Photo credit: Jill VonGruben, 2017)
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In mid-July 1861, Col. U.S. Grant commanded his Illinois Infantry troops in
protecting the crews rebuilding the Salt River railroad bridge. Grant discovered
a Confederate group near the Salt River. Grant made his plan and approached
the encampment only to find the Confederates had moved out. Grant wrote
in his memoirs, “I never forgot that he had as much reason to fear my forces
as I had his. This lesson was valuable.” [Personal Memoirs]. Grant’s headquarters were in Mexico, Missouri. While he was stationed there, he learned
that he was to be promoted to brigadier general of volunteers. At this time,
he also came to the attention of Major General John Fremont, commanding
headquarters in St. Louis.
In August, Grant was ordered to move three regiments to Ironton. Ironton was
the end of the St. Louis Iron Mountain railroad line. The Confederates had
advanced to within 40 miles. Grant organized the regiments and placed them
on the roads to confront the enemy. Yet as Grant was relieved of his command by Brigadier General Benjamin Prentiss due to the thought that Prentiss
outranked Grant, it stopped Grant’s charge. He was recalled to St. Louis.
Later in August, Grant’s orders directed him to Jefferson City. And from there
Grant was ordered to report to General Fremont. Fremont assigned Grant to
command the military push down the Mississippi River. Grant established his
headquarters in Cairo.
These Missouri experiences helped set the stage for Grant’s victory at Fort
Donaldson and beyond.
On September 11, President Abraham Lincoln revoked John Fremont’s emancipation proclamation for Missouri.
The Pacific Battalion, also called Inks Battalion, was organized in June 1861
in Pacific, Missouri by Major William C. Inks, Pacific’s postmaster, and Captain
Robert C. Allen. The Battalion, consisting of three hundred men in six compa-
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nies, was one of more than fifty regiments within the Missouri Home Guard.
Many of the men in Inks Battalion were old and not fit for active service, but
some went on to serve in the Missouri Militia after their three months of
service in the Home Guard. “The Battalion is generally credited to Franklin
County, but judging from its records (September 1861), it was apparently
recruited from several counties…the chief service of the Company was to
guard the railroad bridges from June 8th to 28th at Fox Creek, and after that
date at Glencoe. The Company made two larger scouts into Jefferson County,
infested at the time by notorious bushwacker Sam Hilderbrandt. These scouts
were undertaken to secure safety to Union people, arrest marauding bands
and seize contraband of war.” [“Pacific Battalion (Ink’s) Home Guard Infantry,” Volunteer Forces in the Civil War…Home Guard Units, http://www.usmo.
com/~momollus/MOREG/HG.htm access 10/24/00.]
“Under the call for 75,000 men made by Abraham Lincoln in 1861, Meramec
township furnished four companies of soldiers to serve for ninety days. They
enrolled in the Pacific Battalion…The battalion served longer than the ninety
days for which its members enlisted.” [Thomas, 1911, pg 99]
October 28, Missouri’s “Rebel Legislature” adopted an Act of Secession.
By the end of 1861, “The seizure of Camp Jackson, with the terror and loss of
life, brought the reality of war to St. Louis. In like manner the battle of Wilson’s
Creek, with its shocking casualties, brought the Civil War to Missouri as a longterm struggle.” [Hodes, A Divided City]
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The Civil War in 1862
On March 6-8, in a three-day
battle at Pea Ridge, Arkansas, the Union Army forced
the Confederates, excluding
the state guard from Missouri, to retreat; this battle
effectively ended the threat
of Confederate military control in Missouri.
Pea Ridge, Final Battlefield, Canon

(Photo credit: Jill VonGruben, 2017)
“The Rebels attempted to
invade the state (Missouri)
and secure it for the Confederacy on several occasions but none of their efforts was successful. Their best opportunities came early in the war, but the
Federal victory at Pea Ridge, turned back that effort. The Federals maintained
a large military presence in Missouri throughout the war to guard the waterways and to ensure that the Confederates would not gain control of it through
military campaigns or guerrilla warfare.” [Wertz & Bearss] “Missouri remained
in the Union and politically neutral throughout the war, although it provided
men and supplies to both sides.” [“Pea Ridge” NPS]

August 21, William Clarke Quantrill and his band of pro-Southern
guerillas raided the pro-Union town of Lawrence, Kansas, killing
nearly 150 men and boys. This attack served to avenge the imprisonment of their wives, mothers, and sisters in Kansas City.
“No sooner had Lyon raised his five volunteer 90-day regiments, than the War
Department realized that 90 days would not be enough time.” [Hodes, A Divided City] Beginning in 1862 Home Guard units were replaced by militia regiments with three-year-service commitments. These new regiments included
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the Missouri State Militia and the compulsory Enrolled Missouri Militia. At that
time all men between the ages of 18 and 45 were required to enroll, if they
were not already in a state or federal military organization. “In so many ways,
this militia left much to be desired; however, it served its purpose because its
existence put pressure on pro-Confederate supporters and gave moral support to pro-Union residents.” [Hode, A Divided City]

Those Who Fought for the Union
There were approximately two million Union soldiers in the Civil War. Twenty-three percent of those soldiers were immigrants, half of which were born in
Germany. Of those soldiers, approximately 30,000 were German Missourians
who served in the Union Army. A sampling of those who fought for the Union
from Meramec Township are presented here. [“150th Anniversary of End of
Civil War,” WHS 2015 Calendar, November.]
Fred W. Berthold, son of Herman, was born in 1836. Fred W.
married Amalia Kierspe of St. Albans in 1862. Fred W. enlisted in
the 17th Missouri Infantry, Company G. He joined his command
near Vicksburg and took part in
General Grant’s and Sherman’s
western campaign during the Civil
War. After two years, the 17th Missouri was merged with the 15th
Missouri and Fred served until the
end of the war.
Fred W. Berthold
(Source: WHS Image Collection)
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Michael Bouquet served for three years in
Company D of the 2nd Missouri Artillery and
was discharged in February of 1865 at Little
Rock, Arkansas. He was a member of the
Grand Army of the Republic. His grave is in
the Throckmorton Cemetery and his grave
was dedicated with a G.A.R. Star on November 10, 2007 by the Sons of Union Veterans
of the Civil War.
William Haag was a farmer who lived near
the town of Fox Creek. During the Civil War,
Haag was a Captain in the Union Army and
commanded the Missouri Home Guard’s
Pacific Battalion, E Company.

Michael Bouquet
(Source: WHS Image Collection)

Julius Hardt served in Captain Idel’s Company
D of the Pacific Battalion of the Missouri Infantry.
In 1961, Mr. Shankland wrote Julius’s grandchildren about Julius: “He saw service as a member
of the Home Guards or Enrolled Militia (E.E.M.)
for the Union cause in the Civil War. [The Home
Guards evolved into the E.E.M.] No big battles
away from home but protecting this neighborhood from bushwhackers and the threatened
advance of Sterling Price and his Confederates
from Arkansas… recruited from around presJulius Hardt tombstone
(Photo Credit: Randy Nowell)
ent-day Grover and St. Albans.” An immigrant
farmer from Prussia, Hardt was living in Bowles
Township, Franklin County in 1860. [Letter from W.M. Shankland of St. Louis
County, MO to Phil and Alice (grandchildren of Julius Hardt), March 7, 1961.]
William Horstmann was a German immigrant and a resident of Dutch Hollow. In 1857 he married Mary Kreienkamp, the daughter of Claumor Krei-
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enkamp. Horstmann joined the Missouri Home Guard during the war and
served three months as a private in Captain Haag’s company. Horstmann later
paid $700 to a substitute to serve in his place in the regular Union Army for
a period of three years.
Adam Kesselring was a German immigrant who
came to the United States in 1844. He served
three years as a private in the 4th and 5th Regiments of the “Benton Hussars” Missouri Calvary.
He was captured and held as a prisoner of war at
Belle Isle near Richmond, Virginia. Conditions were
dismal at Belle Isle with no barracks and few tents
for inmates, but Kesselring survived. Kesselring
returned home after the war, settled in Meramec
Township, married Katherine Fischer and became
an active member of the Keeler Post, G.A.R.
Adam Kesselring
(Source: WHS Image
Collection)

Sergeant C. Frederick Ossenfort (1823-1899)
came to the United States in 1844. He enlisted to
serve the Union in Franklin, Missouri on October
20, 1861 and served in Capt. King’s Company, Railroad Patrol Guard, U.S.R.
Corp, Infantry, referred to locally as the Pacific Battalion of the Home Guard.
He also served the 1st Regiment Enrolled Missouri Militia. He was a member
of the Union veterans’ group, the Grand Army of the Republic. His grave is in
the Throckmorton Cemetery and his grave was dedicated with a G.A.R. Star on
November 10, 2007 by the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War.
William Inks is an example of the conflict of slavery. Major William C. Inks (18151864) is best known as commanding the Pacific City Battalion/Franklin County
Battalion of the Home Guard during the Civil War. He was also the postmaster
of Pacific in 1854. But the Inks family, including Major Inks, were slave-owners
prior to the Civil War. Both of Inks’ parents came to Missouri from western Virginia (now Kentucky) during the War of 1812 when William Inks (1778-1840)
served in Byrd’s Command of the Mounted Illinois and Missouri Militia.
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Breaking Up of a Rebel Camp
on the Meramec River
Boone’s Regiment was organized by John C. Boone, grandson of Daniel
Boone. This Confederate unit was formed in St. Louis in August of 1862.
Boone recruited 100 men in just a few weeks and gathered them in south
St. Louis County. Union Home Guards located the rebel camp and on August
12, 1862, Union troops engaged Boone’s Regiment at Manchester in St. Louis
County. The Confederates scattered and were able to escape. A second attack
on August 18 surprised them at their camp on the Meramec River and resulted in the capture of 49 prisoners. Map insert shows Rebel Bend – a large
crescent shaped bend on the Meramec River in the southwest part of the
county. During the Civil War, this area was said to provide the best route for
secessionists to move back and forth from the city to the south. [“Breaking Up
of a Rebel Camp on the Meramec River” Poster, WHS, © 2015]

St. Louis County map, 1857, cropped to show Rebel’s Bend
(Source: Gustavus Waagner, Library of Congress Geography and Map Division, “New
topgraphical map of St. Louis, Missouri.”)
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The Missouri Republican,
August 20, 1862:
Capture of Forty-Nine Prisoners
For some time it has been known
that guerilla camps existed in the
county, but short distances away
from the city, and rebels have even
boldly stated that St. Louis would
speedily in their hands. To disperse
these lawless bands, every means
has been and is being used. Forces
are scouting the country and
The Missouri Republican, August 20,
seeking out the guerrillas in their
1862: The State Historical Society of
hiding places. They have been reMissouri – Digital Archives
markably successful, and it is more
http://digital.shsmo.org/cdm/compounthan probable that three fifths of
dobject/collection/dmr/id/15716/rec/1
the adventurous spirits who have
left for the Confederate service will
speedily find themselves eating
prison rations on Gratiot Street instead of roaming at pleasure through the
country, getting substances easily and without compunctions as to whether it is
paid for or not.
Several days ago, we gave an account of the dispersal of a body of rebels
near Manchester. A portion of the attacking party were left behind to learn
the whereabouts of other camps. It was ascertained that a body of about fifty
rebels were resting near the Meramec River in Jefferson County. Lt. Schuell
started for the locality, having with him one company of Schofield Hussars and
two hundred Home Guards. He used every precaution to prevent his approach
becoming known and was successful. The rebels, camped one mile from
the Meramec, were completely surprised, and the whole number, forty nine,
captured. They are all from the county, with the exception of one. They arrived
in the city during the afternoon, and were at once placed for confinement in
Gratiot Street prison. Their names are as follows: Capt. Nathaniel Ferguson, Lt.
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Charles L. Kretchmar, Lt. R. L. Botteller. Privates: Robert G. Stevens, George
O’Flarety, Basil Elder, R. G. Coleman, George Shaffner, William Stirling, E.
A. Botteller, Jospeh Seiker, Stephen Bacon, Henry Boley, Ferdinand Alvarez,
Valentine Carney, Charles Ravencraft, Louis J Ramey, George A. Vaughn, Isaac
Shaw, Stephen E. Fitzwater, James Doss, William Doss, John T. Eoff, John K.
Baily, William A. Stewart, Alton Long, Charles A. Blackburn, Josephus Patterson,
John R. James, John Maughn, John Stevenson, Josiah Thorn, William Thorn,
James Vaughn, William Vaughn, Jacob P. Sappington, Mark Sappington,
Francis M. Story, Richard Caulk, Henry Brooks, Thomas L. Farris, John W. Davis,
Henry Humphrey, Charles Bennett.

Over half of the Confederate soldiers named in the above article have a connection to Meramec Township. This is an example which demonstrates that
this War was truly neighbor against neighbor.

Gratiot Military Prison.
Image created by M.M.
Patterson, 1864.
(Image (141149) courtesy of the
Missouri History Society)

The Gratiot Street Prison started as a private medical college, McDowell’s College,
with the Joseph McDowell family residence
in the other wing. In May 1861, Joseph
and one son fled south. On May 31, 1861,
the college building was searched for
munitions and was confiscated by Union
forces. The first Federal use was for a barracks, but by December was converted to a
military prison under Major General Henry
Halleck. The building’s name was changed
to the “Gratiot Street Military Prison.”

The prison held Confederate prisoners of war, spies, guerillas and civilians
suspected of disloyalty. The official capacity was 1,200 but held up to 2,000
prisoners. The building next to the prison was the Christian Brothers Academy.
Some escapes were managed by breaking through the Academy basement
wall, or over the roof, and walking out. The prison’s surrounding neighborhood
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was wealthy, and those households often sent food and necessities to the prisoners. “So numerous were the southern sympathizing households in the area
that escaping prisoners could successfully vanish within a block of the prison.
This created a situation unlike any other surrounding a major Civil War prison.”
[“Gratiot Street Prison,” Civil War St. Louis, http://civilwarstlouis.com/Gratiot/
gratiot.htm, accessed 4/14/18]
The prison was located at Gratiot and 8th Street and was demolished in 1878.
Its location in today’s world is the parking lot of the Nestle Purina PetCare
(previously Ralston Purina). Locally Gratiot is pronounced “Grass-shut”, but the
original French pronunciation was “Grah-see-oh.” The street was named after
the Charles Gratiot family, one of the earliest traders to arrive in St. Louis and
marry into the Chouteau family.

Those Who Fought for The Confederacy
“Martial law had been declared very early in 1861. Under the reign of martial
law a passport containing a pledge of loyalty to the Union was necessary to
men who wished to leave St. Louis. Hundreds of men left St. Louis and made
their way to the Confederate army. Those who left the county had to go with
the utmost secrecy as to their methods of eluding eyes and guns of the home
guards, who paced the banks of the Missouri river; watched the Meramec in
the vicinity of ‘Rebel Bend’ (now called Crescent); or guarded the Franklin
county line…Still others went South with full knowledge and assistance of
the government, … They were ‘aiders and abettors’ and had been banished.”
[Thomas, 1911, pp 100-102.]
A sampling of those who fought for the Confederacy from Meramec Township
are presented here.
James Henry Doss and William Lawrence Doss were brothers who enlisted in Boone’s Regiment of the Confederate States of America in 1862. The
Doss brothers were captured at a rebel camp on the Meramec River in August
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of 1862 and taken to Gratiot Street Prison in St. Louis. James was eventually
paroled and most likely exchanged for a Union prisoner of war. He went on to
fight in several more battles before surrendering with his unit in New Orleans
in 1865.
William A. Vaughn was also one of Boone’s Regiment Confederate soldiers
captured at Rebel Bend and taken to Gratiot Street Prison. He is buried at
Bethel Cemetery. [“150th Anniversary of End of Civil War,” WHS 2015 Calendar, December.]
Richard Caulk, grandson of Lt. Richard Caulk and Sally Long, was living
in Bonhomme Township and working as a storekeeper in 1860. He joined
Boone’s Regiment of the Missouri Mounted Militia on August 1, 1862 and
was captured with 48 others at the rebel camp on the Meramec River later
that month. He must have been paroled from Gratiot Street Prison because
five months later his name appears as one of Boone’s men on a Confederate
muster roll in Batesville, Arkansas. His unit surrendered in New Orleans on
May 26, 1865 and Private Caulk was paroled on June 7, 1865.
William Parks Bacon, son of John Bacon and Elizabeth Brackenridge, was
a private in the Missouri Infantry of the Confederate States Army. William
was wounded at the battle of Jenkins Ferry on April 30, 1864 and became a
Union Prisoner of War. Bacon returned to Missouri after the war and settled
in Meramec Township. His house is still standing (as of 2018) and it was said
that at one time he had the finest house in Orrville. William’s second wife was
Georgia Ann Stevens.
Robert G. Coleman, son of John M. Coleman and Maria Lipscomb, and
stepson of James Pleasants, grew up on the Pleasant-Coleman farm near
present-day Wild Horse Creek Road and Rieger Road. Robert G. Coleman
joined the Confederate States Army as a private in the Missouri Cavalry Regiment, also known as Boone’s Regiment of the Missouri Mounted Militia. He
was later wounded in action at Mine Creek, Kansas on October 25, 1864
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and paroled in June 1865. R.G. Coleman returned to the area and became
a well-known country doctor, living in the Stevens Farm area on Wild Horse
Creek Road.
Joel R. Frazier (1835-1892), a
nephew of Judge Peregrine Tippett,
joined the Confederate Army on August 23, 1862 in St. Louis County,
Missouri and served as a Lieutenant
in Company H of Burbridge’s Regiment, Missouri’s Fourth Cavalry. After the war, Joel was a pastor at the
Lewis Memorial Chapel in Crescent
(1871-74), a schoolteacher in the
area, and postmaster at Fox Creek.
Nathan J. Ferguson came to
Missouri from Kentucky. A farmer, he married Lucy M. Lipscomb
and they resided in the vicinity of
Bonhomme, Glencoe, and later
Unknown Soldier CSA tombstone at
Melrose. Nathaniel served in Co.
Bethel Cemetery
(Photo credit: Randy Nowell, 2012)
H, 2nd Regiment of the Missouri
Cavalry, enlisting as a private on
August 1, 1862 in St. Louis with Col. Boone. Nathan was captured at Rebel
Bend in 1862 and exchanged at Vicksburg. He was captured again near
Okolona, Mississippi on February 20, 1864 and was taken into custody
by the Provost Marshall in Memphis, Tennessee. He was sent to the Alton
Prison on March 3, 1864 and then transferred to Camp Douglas in Chicago
on March 7th. He was paroled nearly a year later on February 13, 1865 and
forwarded to Point Lookout, Maryland for a prisoner exchange. He took the
Oath of Allegiance on June 7, 1865.
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The St. Louis Area Southern Experience
Although St. Louis had a large German population, it was predominately
Southern and many residents supported the Confederacy. “St. Louis City was
a hotbed of spies, smugglers, mail couriers (it was illegal to send or receive
mail from the Confederacy), arsonists who burned steamboats on multiple
occasions, and frequent escapes from (Gratiot) prison.” [James Erwin, author/
researcher on Civil War, email dated 4/2/2018.]
An example of such a mail courier was Confederate Major Absalom Grimes.
Grimes had been a river boat pilot and couldn’t renew his pilot license because he wouldn’t take an oath of allegiance to the United States. He was
going to sit out the war, thinking it was only going to last a short time. When it
became evident the war was going to be extensive, Grimes joined an irregular
Missouri State Guard and later joined the 1st Missouri Cavalry CSA. He was
captured but escaped during a transfer between
prisons. He went on to being captured multiple
times during his career and was commissioned
as a major with the job title, “Official Confederate Mail Carrier”. He was finally captured and was
awaiting execution when he received a full pardon by President Lincoln.
Major (Confederate)
Absalom Grimes
“Major Grimes Mail
Carrier to Gen’l Sterling
Price”
(Image (P0084-0838)
courtesy of Missouri
History Museum)
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“Union authorities levied stiff assessments
against well-to-do pro-Confederate St. Louis
residents to pay for the influx of refugees into
the city. Unable to immediately pay cash, the
assessed saw their personal property seized
and placed for auction.” [Hodes, A Divided City]
An additional cost of refusing to sign the loyalty oath, the pro-Southern sympathizers found
themselves without the right to vote.
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Loyalty Oaths, one family’s story
Dr. William Marcellus McPheeters, a Southern sympathizer, was a prominent
St. Louis doctor. Dr. McPheeters was assessed $300. In January 1862, Union
troops entered his home and confiscated fine furnishings and a buggy, which
McPheeters estimated to be worth $2,000. Dr. McPheeters continually refused
to sign the loyalty oath and the result was that in February Union troops
confiscated even more furniture. By June, the doctor slipped out of St. Louis
and left his family in St. Louis. In January 1864, his family was banished into
Arkansas. After the war, the doctor and his family returned to St. Louis, signed
the loyalty oath and resumed his practice. “He was held in respect by the St.
Louis pro-Southern elite.” [Hodes, A Divided City]

“The fall of Fort Donelson in February 1862 was the North’s first major victory
in the Civil War, opening the way into the very heartland of the Confederacy…
With the capture of Forts Henry and Donelson, the North had not only won
its first great victory but gained a new hero – Ulysses “Unconditional Surrender” Grant. The South was forced to give up southern Kentucky and much of
Middle and West Tennessee. The Tennessee and Cumberland rivers and the
railroads in the area, became vital Federal supply lines.” [“Fort Donelson”, NPS]
“In the wake of Fort Donelson, … Grant rebuffed attempts by masters to seek
runaway slaves in his camps…also two hundred slaves who had worked on the
Confederate fortifications, Grant enlisted them as ‘contraband’ of war to cook,
handle horses, and perform other jobs. ‘We want laborers, let the negroes work
for us.’ This momentous first step in 1862 looked forward to the recruitment of
former slaves as full-fledged Union soldiers.” [Chernow, pg 184.]
“Grant laid down strict instructions that no runaway slaves should be returned
to masters, and they should be employed as teamsters, cooks, hospital attendants, and nurses. Most important, large numbers were set to work erecting
fortifications… Grant made sure they were issued shoes, pants, and tobacco,
and he wrote tenderly about them in letters: ‘I don’t know what is to become
of these poor people in the end.’” [Chernow, pg 223.]
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On August 21, William Clarke Quantrill and his band of pro-Southern guerillas
raided the pro-Union town of Lawrence, Kansas, killing nearly 150 men and
boys. This attack served to avenge the imprisonment of their wives, mothers,
and sisters in Kansas City.
In late 1862, “Grant’s imagination had charted the entire arc of the freed
slaves from wartime runaways to full voting citizenship.” [Chernow, pg 229]

The Civil War in 1863
In 1863, a new Fort Donelson was built in Tennessee. Former slaves and their
families moved with the army—this time making a permanent community called
the “Free State” just outside the new fort. At least 300 individuals and families
lived here from 1863-1865, building permanent homes, churches, and schools.”
[Fort Donelson, The Freedman’s Camp, National Park Service] Colonel W.P. Lyons wrote on July 13, 1863 “…Large numbers of women and children most
of whom have husbands and fathers employed on our fortifications have
found their way inside our lines…I have protected them from being taken out
of our lines against their will but have allowed them to leave at their pleasure.
Should their number increase materially I think they must be subsisted by the
Government or suffer for food.”
On August 25, Brigadier General Thomas Ewing issued General Order No.
11, requiring all people living in Jackson, Cass, Bates, and northern Vernon
counties to vacate the area unless their loyalty to the Union could be proven.

United States Colored Troops (USCT)
Since the beginning of the Civil War, free black men tried to enlist in the US
military. This was prohibited by a 1792 Federal Law. As the war continued,
the government reconsidered the issue. On July 17, 1862 the Second Confiscation and Militia Act was passed which freed slaves who had masters in
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the Confederate Army. July 19th saw slavery abolished in the United States
Territories. On July 22nd, President Lincoln presented the preliminary draft
of the Emancipation Proclamation to his cabinet. After the Emancipation
Proclamation which freed slaves in the Confederate States was issued on
January 1, 1863, recruitment of black men was truly pursued. While the
recruitment effort was slow to show results, it gained momentum and by
May 1863 the U.S. Government established the Bureau of Colored Troops
to manage the recruits.
On June 7, 1863, concerning the action at Milliken’s Bend on the Mississippi,
“Grant wrote, ‘These men [negro soldiers] were very raw, having enlisted since
the beginning of the siege, but they behaved well.’’
Thirty thousand of the 40,000 black soldiers died of infection or disease.
These soldiers served in artillery and infantry in addition to all noncombat support functions. While black women could not formally serve, they did serve as
nurses, spies and scouts. [“War Department General Order 143: Creation of
the U.S. Colored Troops (1863),” U.S. National Archives & Records Administration, http://www.ourdocuments.gov/doc.php?=35, accessed 4/14/2018.]
The United States Colored Troops were created on May 22, 1863 by the War
Department’s General Order 143
Each Union state then had to authorize the recruitment of slaves within its
state. For Missouri, “process proceeded slowly as Governor Gamble attempted to keep Southern sympathizers happy.” [Hodes, A Divided City] General Order No. 135, issued in the Fall of 1863, authorized Missouri’s Provost
Marshals to recruit slaves for the Union Army. Slave owners were offered
compensation up to $300 for each slave they allowed to enlist. Of the nearly
two million men who fought for the Union in the Civil War, approximately ten
percent were African American. Over 8,000 black Missourian served in the
Union Army. [“United States Colored Troops” poster, WHS, © 2015] [“150th
Anniversary of End of Civil War,” WHS 2015 Calendar, March.]
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(Source: NYTimes-GenOrdersNo135-78719159.pdf, accessed 4/14/18)
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(Image courtesy of the Library Company of Philadelphia, © 2011)

Celebrate the History of Wildwood - Era 1860 to 1919

97

Elijah Madison was a slave owned by Wild Horse Creek Valley resident,
Senator Robert G. Coleman. Coleman’s plantation was near the site of present-day Babler Park. Elijah was born in Missouri to parents who were born in
Virginia. In March of 1864, Elijah and his brother, Stapleton, enlisted in the
United States Colored Infantry at Benton Barracks in St. Louis (on the site
which would become Fairground Park). Both brothers suffered through poor
conditions in a crowded camp and became ill. After recovering, Elijah and Stapleton joined their unit, the 68th Infantry stationed in Memphis, Tennessee.
The 68th was involved in General A.J. Smith’s Northern Mississippi expedition
in summer 1864 and was part of the Battle of Tupelo Mississippi in July. The
68th helped capture the Confederate stronghold at Fort Blakely in Alabama
during April 1865. The 68th was also stationed in Florida and Texas before
disbanding in 1866. By 1865 Elijah was promoted to the rank of Corporal.
Elijah was discharged from the Service on February 5, 1866 at Camp Parapet,
Louisiana. [“United States Colored Troops” poster, WHS, © 2015] [Baumann]

Charcoal drawing of Elijah Madison, an African
American Civil War soldier with the 68th U.S.C.T.
(United States Colored Troops), depicted in uniform
with military accessories around him, circa 1864
(Image (2002-083-001) courtesy of the Missouri
History Museum, St. Louis, MO.)

After the war, Elijah, along with other veterans of the 68th, returned home to
Meramec Township. There Elijah married Elizabeth West in 1867 and raised a
family of 15 children in the Wild Horse Creek Valley. Elijah most likely farmed
as a renter or sharecropper. He retained strong ties to the Mount Pleasant Baptist Church where he is buried. [“United States Colored Troops” poster, WHS,
© 2015] [“Just Below the Ground Surface: Archaeology and St. Louis’ African
American Heritage,” by Timothy E. Baumann, Gateway Heritage, Summer 1999.]
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(Left) Mount Pleasant Church Cemetery, (Source: WHS image collection, 2012)
(Right) Elijah Madison’s tombstone in Mount Pleasant Cemetery
(Photo credit: Tom Mullen, 2016.)

Corporal Elijah Madison (1841-1911) was a leader among his peers, but
certainly not the only former slave from Meramec Township to serve in the
United States Colored Troops during the Civil War.
Private Stapleton Madison (1841-1919) a former slave of Robert G. Coleman, enlisted in the 68th with his brother Elijah on March 17, 1864 [fold3.
com]. After the war, Stapleton returned to the Wild Horse Creek Valley to farm
and marry Miss Hawkins. Stapleton was active in the community, serving as
Vice-President of the Imperial Colored Club near Pond, formerly called the
Colored Republicans of Lime City. He eventually co-owned fifty-two acres with
Andrew Jackson and Frank Stanard near Strecker and Valley.

Louis Rollins, Sr. tombstone, Mount Pleasant Cemetery
(Photo credit: Randy Nowell, 2012)
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Louis Rollins, Sr. (1847-1933) also of the 68th USCT was born in 1847 into
slavery in Missouri to parents from Virginia. After the war, he returned to the
area and married Bertha, Henry Hick’s sister, in 1870 and had four children.
He also was a farmer who rented or sharecropped.
Private Henry Hicks (1838-1914), a former slave of Henry Tyler, and Louis
Rollins’ brother-in-law, is also buried at Mt. Pleasant Baptist Church Graveyard. He enlisted with the Madison brothers on March 17, 1864 and served
in Company F, 68th U.S. Colored Infantry. He was born into slavery in 1846
to Virginian parents. He also was a farmer in the area who rented or sharecropped. [Baumann]
Private Henry Anderson (1843-), a former slave of Judge Peregrine Tippett,
enlisted in the Union Army on March 22, 1864. He served in the 68th USCT,
returned home after serving in the war and married Elijah’s sister Matilda “Tildie” Madison who had been a former slave of Senator Robert G. Coleman.
They lived as farmers along Wild Horse Creek Road and later Glencoe Road.
Henry was active in the community, volunteering at the Pond Colored School
and serving on the Executive Committee of the Colored Republican Club.
Private Warren Hawkins (1842-c1908), a former slave of James Pleasants,
served in the 49th USCT [fold3.com]. Warren married Sarah Scott and lived
near Rieger Road and Wild Horse Creek Road.
Private Reuben West (c1842-1864), a former slave of Henry Tyler, enlisted
at Benton Barracks on March 17, 1864 with the Madison brothers. Like so
many, Reuben became sick immediately after arriving at Benton Barracks.
Disease was a soldier’s greatest worry as nearly seventy percent of soldiers
died from illness or disease. Reuben died in camp from a measles outbreak
shortly after arriving.
Private Norman Hawkins (c1840-1884), a former slave of James Pleasants, was drafted to enlist for a one-year term on December 6, 1864. Norman
served in the 49th USCT, in a detachment of U.S. substitutes and drafted men
forwarded to Vicksburg, Mississippi. Norman returned to Meramec Township.
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Private James Green (approximate dates: 1842-1866) was born in Mississippi and worked as a boatman before enlisting on December 7, 1864
as a Volunteer Substitute for Joseph Brown of Bonhomme Township. James
signed up for a three-year term and served in the 68th USCT.
Norman Hawkins and James Green were paid substitutes. The Act authorized
“any person to furnish an acceptable substitute to take his place.” The Act limited
the amount paid to a substitute to $300. Some criticized this clause of the Enrollment Act as an attempt to protect the wealthy by hiring the poor to fight the war.

The Civil War in 1864
General Price’s Raid
Sterling Price was Missouri’s Governor from 1853 to 1857. During the Civil
War he served as a general in the Confederate Army. In 1864 General Price
and 12,000 Confederate troops led a raid into Missouri hoping to change the
tide of the war. Their route through Missouri is shown in the below map.

Price‘s Raid in Missouri,
1864
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Mary Kreienkamp Horstmann

On October 1, 1864, Price’s troops burned
the depot and looted the stores of Franklin,
Missouri (present-day Pacific). When word
of the raid spread, local residents fled their
homes. Mary Kreienkamp Horstmann and her
children were at home on the farm she and
her husband, Wilhelm, rented in Dutch Hollow
(the Harris-Hencken properties, located near
the location of the present-day Wildwood Historical Society). Wilhelm was away serving in
the Home Guard. Fearing for their safety, Mary
and her three young children ran the entire
way to her parent’s home on Bassett Road.

General Price’s Raid never reached Dutch Hollow. His army changed direction
and headed west toward Jefferson City. Price’s campaign failed and it would
be the last major Confederate operation west of the Mississippi River.

The Confederates Are Coming
As told to Ervin Schaedler by Otto Kreienkamp
(date of oral history interview unknown)
“During the Civil War a member of the Kreienkamp family was in the home
guard. The commander of the home guard received word that the Confederate Army under the command of General Sterling Price was in Washington and Union, Missouri and was approaching the town of Pacific and
surrounding area. The Military Officers in control thought the Confederates
would try to march on St. Louis going up the valley what is now Highway I-44
destroying everything in their path. The home guard got orders to defend
the railroad bridges over Fox Creek and to hold them at all costs. It was
afternoon by the time the home guard arrived at the bridges. The officer in
charge selected two volunteers to serve as cooks and prepare the evening
meal while the rest of the troops dug trenches and threw up earthen barricades to defend the bridges. One of the cooks was the Kreienkamp family
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member. The cooks decided it would not be a bad duty since it was easier
than digging. Since neither of them knew how to cook they consulted the
Army Manual. They checked the supplies and the only thing they had to cook
was several bags of rice. The Army Manual said the standard ration of rice
was one cup of rice per man. They measured out one cup of rice per man
and put it in a big iron kettle, added some water and started to cook. The rice
soon swelled up and was too much for the kettle. They got what additional
pots and pans they had and before long everything was full of rice. The rice
in the kettle was either burning or running over. Having no more containers,
the cooks finally got a blanket and spread it on the ground and shoveled rice
out of the kettle on the blanket. The Battle for the Fox Creek Railroad Bridges
was never fought as the Confederate Army advanced to about one-half mile
east of Pacific when they had to retreat south.”

“The Great Pumpkin Hunt: Pond, Missouri,
Mid 1896’s” – Civil War story
Oral history of Maude Poe Boyd, unknown date, unknown interviewer
“This true story was told to me by Lemuel Boyd, an old man who was born
before the Civil War period. He told it many times, and he recalled it quite
vividly. He and his widowed mother were living on a farm in the Pond area
at the time. That year they had raised a particularly fine crop of pumpkins. To
keep the pumpkins from freezing…they selected the finest of the crop and put
them under the beds in their home and used the less desirable ones first. They
wanted to use the best ones later, and save the seeds, you see, for the next
year’s planting,” Mrs. Boyd recalled.
Mother and son were sitting by the fireplace, talking, when the door burst open,
and in came a group of men that they knew to be Price’s Raiders. These men
were well known in the area for their ruthless disregard of the law. Residents of
the time felt sure they were responsible for burning down the Pond Tavern and
store, and they’d killed livestock, burned buildings, and stolen anything they could
get to eat. “Several men came rushing into the house,” Mrs. Boyd said. “They
waved their guns and began searching the house for runaway slaves. The family
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assured the Raiders that there were no slaves on the premises, but the rouges
continued to search. They looked in the cellar, the attic, and under the beds.”
In the dim candle light, one Raider pulled up the coverlet, peered under the bed,
saw the pumpkins, jumped back and yelled, “I’ve found one! There’s a runaway
slave a’hidin right under this here bed!” He held the pumpkins at gunpoint, and
not a one of them moved a muscle. Then all the Raiders came, flashing their
guns around, and ordered all those pumpkins to surrender, or else.
“Come on out there, boy, you better all come out, or we’ll shoot you dead!” the
Raider said. “No one came out from under the bed. No noise either,” said Mrs.
Boyd. “Then one of the men pulled the bed out away from the wall, and lo and
behold, a row of big pumpkins sat upon the floor. All the men laughed and
teased each other about shooting pumpkins. Soon the Raiders were gone and
although the family laughed too, after they had left, they were thankful they
had not been harmed in any way,” she added.

In 1864, Lincoln supported a bill that allowed soldiers at war to vote.
Toward the end of 1864, “Lincoln called for 300,000 volunteers, a necessary move to replace those whose three-year enlistments were completed.
Missouri’s Governor, Willard P. Hall, issued a proclamation, encouraging local
governments to offer bounties to newly discharged veterans to enlist in new
regiments.” [Hodes, A Divided City, pg 449]

The Civil War in 1865
The end of Civil War occurred when Robert E. Lee surrendered the last major
Confederate army to Ulysses S. Grant at Appomattox Courthouse on April 9,
1865. Sporadic fighting lasted until June 2, 1865 when Confederate General
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Smith, commander of Confederate forces west of the Mississippi, signed surrender terms. This marked the end of the Confederate army.
Abraham Lincoln was assassinated on April 14th just a few days after Lee’s
surrender. He died the following morning. Andrew Johnson became President
upon Lincoln’s death and made a rocky start to the Reconstruction process.

Meanwhile, At Home in
Meramec Township Through the
Civil War Years
Even though the federal government-built hospitals, those were not supported with sufficient funds. It became the responsibility of the citizens to make
up the difference. James E. Yeatman headed the Western Sanitary Commission which was a private wartime relief organization. Yeatman will be heard
later in our history in his role of establishing an orphanage in Glencoe.
“St. Louis’s contribution to the war effort grew. In addition to Camp Benton, built
west of the Fairgrounds and overflowing the area, there were hospitals for military
casualties and for civilian refugees, extending south along Grand Avenue. Finally,
temporary housing had been built for Southern refugees: for blacks who had fled
their masters and for white families, often without fathers and husbands (serving
in the Confederate Army) that had fled to St. Louis for safety. Many lived on the
edge of the city in these temporary quarters.” [Hodes, A Divided City]
Although St. Louis was under Federal Marshal Law for most of the war, bands
of Confederate soldiers roamed the countryside. Provost Marshals operated
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as military police during the war. They investigated citizen complaints and had
the power to administer and enforce laws. Local Provost Marshal records from
the period detail allegations of an underground network of Southern sympathizers that operated in the area now known as Wildwood.
In the spring of 1862, locals Stephen Bacon, Amazon Howell, Jack McCourtney,
John Tyler and Samuel Tyler were arrested in the vicinity of Howell’s Ferry and
charged with “assisting men in going to be to the rebel army.” A slave owned by
Robert Orr testified in the above case about what happened the night of March
15, 1862: “My master, Robert Orr, told me to watch his stable on the night that
the secession company are said to have left the neighborhood. I was armed
with his double-barrel shotguns. They were loaded, I think, with small shot. I had
not watched the stable before that time, nor since. My master said that there
was a party of secessionists starting out that night and that they would want
horses. And he told me to watch. He told me if anyone came to the stable to
“Halt!” them twice, and if they did not stop to fire on them.”
After much testimony the Military Commission determined that the proof
against the accused men was “very vague and insufficient.” [“150th Anniversary of End of Civil War,” WHS 2015 Calendar, April.]
While bands of Confederate soldiers and sympathizers roamed through the
area, “There was no significant guerrilla activity in St. Louis or Franklin Counties.” Meramec Township fortunately did not suffer the ravages of guerilla
warfare that central and western Missouri dealt with. [James Erwin, Civil War
author, email dated 4/2/2018]
The St. Louis area commerce was very dependent upon river traffic. The war
disrupted traffic. By mid-1862, union forces were using steamboats to move
men and material and St. Louis benefited from those contracts. By mid-1863,
with the fall of Vicksburg which opened river traffic to New Orleans, St. Louis’
river trade experienced large growth.
Even with a long war which often pitted neighbor against neighbor, daily
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life continued. Children went to school (if had not closed due to the war),
families went to church, farms and commerce continued to support the
families in the area.

Ink’s Battalion Veterans Reunion in 1880

St. Louis Daily Globe-Democrat,
September 26, 1880
(Source: St. Louis Genealogical Society
Quarterly, XXV)

“…A reunion of the surviving members of the command was held yesterday at
Dutch Hollow, in St. Louis County, on the Manchester Road, thirty miles from
St. Louis, under perfect arrangements of Capt. R. C. Allen and Chris Moerschel,
who also belonged to the battalion.
Vehicles from the surrounding neighborhood, filled with happy-faced women
and children swelled the procession that started with a hurrah and music…fully
1000 persons were on hand and took dinner, which was free to all.
After dinner a bugle blast called the soldiers to the platform, where they formed
a line. Capt. Allen, the senior officer of those now peaceful and gray-haired tillers
of the soil, addressed them, saying he had not looked into the faces of some for
nineteen years, since he had mustered and sworn them into the service under
orders of Gen. Lyon.”
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Inks Battalion, Reunion 1880 (Source: WHS Image Collection)

In September of 1880, Inks Battalion held a reunion in Dutch Hollow
(near or at the site of the current day Wildwood Historical Society) and
this photograph was taken of the occasion. According to the above article
in the St. Louis Globe-Democrat, the reunion and dinner attracted over
1,000 people. In the photograph, listed alphabetically, are: Captain R. C.
Allen (in front), Captain William Haag, Captain Christ. Idel, Captain Adolph
Sticker, Captain William Stosberg, William Bartold, Michael Bouquet, John
C. Cloak, W.K. Cloak, John Demier, A. Dickuts, Philip Goebel, Peter Grub,
Wm. A. F. Hartman, Gustav Hausgen, William Horstmann, Christ Klump,
J. Kreienkamp, Charles Mueller, Henry Mulhas, Fritz Rosenbaum, Maurel
Schuttig, Frederick Steines, Charles Strecker, R. Strecker, Butavus Stricker,
and Herman Yeager.
At its height approximately 19,000 men served in the Missouri Home
Guard. Many tombstones in present-day Wildwood cemeteries identify
these veterans of the Civil War. [‘The Missouri Home Guard Poster’,
WHS, © 2015] [“150th Anniversary of End of Civil War,” WHS 2015
Calendar, September.]
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Grand Army of the Republic
The Grand Army of the Republic was a national fraternal organization made
up of Union Army veterans who served in the Civil War. Founded in 1866 in
Illinois the G.A.R. reached nearly half a million members at its peak in 1890.
The organization became a powerful political lobby that supported Republican
candidates including Ulysses S. Grant, championed voting rights for black veterans and urged Congress to establish pensions for veterans.
“At the beginning of the Civil War many of our sturdy German fellow citizens
joined the home guards, exchanging the belief that their action was necessary
to the defense of their homes for the most emphatic action involved in re-enlistment for the war. They were mustered into the regular service, and served under
General Francis P. Blair and General Sigel, and other well-known commanders in
the memorable march to the sea. Very loyal were they, the old men and their
sons, with great pride do they now don the old uniforms and attend the meetings
and march in the ranks of the Grand Army of the Republic and the Loyal Legion
at the times for their camp fires and reunions.” [Thomas, 1911, pg 97]
The Keeler Post, No. 152, named after Daniel N. Keeler, a private in the 8th
Missouri Volunteer Infantry, was one of nearly six hundred G.A.R. posts that
were active in Missouri between 1866 and the 1940s.
The initial organizational meeting for the Keeler Post (held at the home of
Henry Hencken) was reported in the February 28, 1884 issue of the St.
Louis County Watchman:
D.N. Keeler Post. I had the pleasure of attending a meeting
held last Saturday [23d] at Dutch Hollow for the purpose of organizing a post
of the Grand Army of the Republic. I have attended, during my residence in St.
Louis County, a number of meetings for different purposes but at none of them
have I ever witnessed such feelings. Men who twenty-three years ago were in
the prime of life and sprang to arms at their country’s call, to-day look at them.
Some of them crippled and carrying the battle scars. To see those men meet
and shake each other’s hands, the grip they gave each other; to see those
eyes flash when they looked on each other. In two instances, W. C. Pullen and
Adam Kesselring who have been residents of Meramec township for a num-
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ber of years, had not met each other since they were prisoners of war at Belle
Island I can not find language to describe the feelings of such men. The time,
two o’clock, having arrived for the meeting to organize, R. C. Allen was called
to the chair and F. W. Steines made secretary. By request R. C. Allen stated the
object of the meeting, after which nearly all the old soldiers came forward and
enrolled them selves for muster, which will take place at Allenton Saturday,
March 8, 1884. The name adopted for the post is D. N. Keeler who enlisted
from Meramec Township in 1861 in the 8th Missouri Volunteers and lost his
leg at the battle of Fort Donelson, and after its amputation served as clerk in
the quartermaster’s department, until the end of the war. Now his remains rest
in the private graveyard on the farm of R. C. Allen, marked by a marble monument erected to his memory by R. C. Allen. It is the wish of the soldiers that you
be present with us at our next meeting. I will have to come to a close as I do
not wish to take up too much space in your valuable paper.

Fred Ossenfort tombstone
with G.A.R. marker (Photo credit:
Randy Nowell, 2012)

Fred W. Bertold tombstone with
G.A.R. notation on stone and with G.A.R.
marker (Photo credit: Randy Nowell, 2012)

Meetings of Post No. 152 were first held at the Hencken home (located on
the grounds of the present-day Wildwood Historical Society) in Dutch Hollow
and later at the Kreienkamp General Store in Melrose. There were 98 veterans listed in the Original Record Book of the Keeler G.A.R. Post #152. Of these
98 veterans, 55 of those men were born in Germany, Prussia or Hanover.
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In 1868, the G.A.R. established “Decoration Day,” known today as Memorial Day, and convinced the federal government to provide tombstones for
Civil War veterans. Often the veterans’ tombstones identified the veteran as
a G.A.R. member. The Grand Army of the Republic was disbanded in 1956
when its last member died.

Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War
While the Grand Army of the Republic was disbanded in 1956, the Sons of
Union Veterans of the Civil War organization is active. This organization was organized in 1881 and later chartered by Congress in 1954 is the legal successor
to the G.A.R. (www.suvcw.org)
On Saturday, November 13, 2010, the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War
led a dedication of the Civil War Marker for the grave marker for Pvt. Henry
Hencken. The service was adapted from an 1880s G.A.R. burial service.
On November 24, 2001, the Sons of Union Veterans dedicated the Monument for

(Left) Henry Hencken, Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War, burial ceremony
(Photo credit: Jill VonGruben, 2010)
(Right) Henry Hencken, G.A.R. marker
on gravestone marker, placed during
Sons of Union Veterans of the
Civil War, burial ceremony
(Photo Credit: Jill VonGruben, 2010)
(bottom) G.A.R. monument dedication at Kreienkamp Store, 2001. Sons of Union
Veterans of the Civil War (Photo credit: Jim Martin)
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the D.N. Keeler G.A.R. Post #152 at the Kreienkamp Store in Melrose.
The fraternal organization of the United Confederate Veterans was the Confederate Army counterpart to the G.A.R. The Sons of the Confederate Veterans was
organized in 1896 and continues today. (www.scv.org)

The photograph of the Kreienkamp General Store shown Left
was taken in 1888. Emil Julius
Hardt and his wife, Emilie Caesar
Hardt, are standing on the steps.
Meetings were held in the right
section of the building which was
called Melrose Hall.
G.A.R. photo in front of Kreienkamp store,
circa 1888. (Source: WHS image collection)

George Kiefer was installed as a new member of Keeler
Post, G. A. R., last Sunday. He was an inmate of the Andersonville Prison,
and in endeavoring to escape hid in a chimney of a small log cabin. It
proved of no avail though for he was dragged out by the rebels and presented a pretty sight covered with soot. Three other members of this post
were inmates at the same time. Watchman, December 2, 1892

Ten Grand Army of the Republic veterans photographed, circa 1900. (Source:
WHS Image Collection)
Left to right, Martin Klump, Fred W.
Steines, Gustav Grauer, Fred Rosenbaum, Charles Schueddig, Herman
Jaeger, Adam Kesselring, Louis Grauer,
Fred Rettker, Fred Berthold.

112

Era 1860 to 1919 -

Celebrate the History of Wildwood

As with any war, the effects on the veterans were life-long and affected their
families. Many struggled with life-long illnesses related to their service.

Grant Civil War Timeline
Ulysses S. Grant Timeline – Civil War Years – Ulysses S. Grant National Historic
Site [https://www.nps.gov/ulsg/learn/historyculture/ulysses-s-grant-timeline]
1861
April - Grant re-enters the army following the Confederate firing on Fort
Sumter on April 12.
June 15 - Grant accepts appointment as Colonel of the 21st Illinois
Volunteer Infantry.
July 31 - Grant is promoted to Brigadier General, thanks to the support of
Illinois Congressman Elihu Washburn,
a good friend of President Abraham
Lincoln.
1862
February 6 - Grant is victorious at
Fort Henry, in Tennessee.
February 16 - Grant accepts the
surrender of Confederate troops
under General Simon Bolivar Buckner at Fort Donelson, TN, gaining
the nickname “Unconditional Surrender” Grant.
Following these victories, Grant
is promoted to Major-General of
Volunteers.
April 6-7 - Battle of Shiloh (Pittsburg
Landing).

September - Battles of Iuka and
Corinth
November - Campaign against Vicksburg, Mississippi begins.
1863
January 1 - President Lincoln’s
Emancipation Proclamation goes into
effect.
Grant appoints Chaplain John Eaton to implement his policy to care
for the freedmen who are seeking
army protection behind Union lines.
Able-bodied men are employed by
the army and receive pay for their
work, becoming self-sustaining
immediately.
January - March - Grant attempts
to bypass the city of Vicksburg by
building a canal that would divert the
Mississippi River away from the city.
He abandons the plan on March 27.
April - Grant implements his plan
to march down the western side of
the river, go below Vicksburg and
cross back into Mississippi above
Bruinsburg.
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April - June - Grant takes Grand
Gulf, Raymond, Jackson, Champion’s
Hill, and the Black River Bridge and
begins the siege at Vicksburg.
July 3 - Confederate General Pemberton proposes an armistice to
discuss surrender terms.
July 4 - Grant accepts the surrender of Pemberton and the City of
Vicksburg.
October 17 - Grant meets with Secretary of War Stanton in Indianapolis.
October 22 - Grant arrives in Chattanooga to take command and relieve
troops cut off from supplies and
reinforcements.
November - Battles of Lookout
Mountain, Missionary Ridge and
Chattanooga.
December 8 - President Lincoln
writes to thank Grant “for the skill,
courage, and perseverance with
which you and they, over so great
difficulties, have effected that important object.”

1864
March 9 - Grant receives his commission as Lieutenant General of all
Union armies from President Lincoln.
May - Grant begins the Grand Campaign to have all Union armies working in unison on all fronts to keep
Confederate armies from moving to
support one another depending on
where a battle was occurring.
May 5-6 - Battle of the Wilderness
June - Battle of Cold Harbor
1865
January 31 - Confederate Peace
Commissioners arrive at Grant’s
headquarters at City Point, VA, seeking to discuss terms of surrender with
the Secretary of War and President
Lincoln. They are sent to Hampton
Roads to meet with Lincoln. The
meeting was not successful in its
goals of surrender and peace.
April 3 - Grant captures Petersburg
and Richmond, VA.
April 9 - Grant accepts the surrender
of the Army of Northern Virginia from
Confederate General Robert E. Lee.
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Post-Civil War Years: 1865-1875
Missouri Reconstruction
Since Missouri remained a slave state in the Union for the entirety
of the Civil War, Missouri did not receive any Reconstruction Funds
from the Federal Government. Though most refer to the period of
1865-1875 as “The Reconstruction,” historians refer to that time
period in Missouri as “The Post-Civil War Years.
•
“The Civil War and Reconstruction formed two acts of a single historical drama
to gain freedom and justice for black Americans, and Grant was the major
personality who united those two periods. He was the single most important
figure behind Reconstruction, and his historical reputation has risen sharply
with a revisionist view of that period as a glorious experience in equal rights
for all American citizens instead of a shameful fiasco.” [Chernow, Grant, p. xxii.]
The national struggle of how to handle the reconstruction of the country also
affected Missouri, one of the most volatile border states. As during the war,
Missouri wasn’t going to get through this easily. The Radicals wanted to punish
the secessionists and give civil rights to the blacks. The Conservatives wanted
to keep the social order that existed in Missouri prior to the War.
On January 11, 1865, slavery was abolished in Missouri by an ordinance of
immediate emancipation, making Missouri the first slave state to emancipate
its slaves before the adoption of the 13th Amendment to the US Constitution.
On April 10, 1866, Missouri’s second Constitution (Drake Constitution) was
adopted. A group of politicians, known as “Radicals,” favored emancipation of
slaves and disfranchisement of persons who were sympathetic to the Confederacy during the Civil War. The Radicals included an “Ironclad Oath” in the
new constitution to exclude former Confederate sympathizers from the vote
and certain occupations, severely limiting their civil rights.
This Oath requirement split the state once again as a large portion of the
white male population refused to take it. In 1866, when the disputes became
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violent at election time, the Republican governor used state militia to battle
the bushwackers and stem the violence across the state.
Between the 1868 and 1870 elections, dissentions arose over restoring voting rights to former Confederates which were granted in 1870. Outlaw Jesse
James posed that his crimes were really acts of political pressure.
President Grant won re-election in 1872, but a resistance movement against
Reconstruction was growing. The Ku Klux Klan was a primary example of this
resistance. In Missouri a new constitution granted blanket amnesty to secessionists, segregated Missouri schools and banned interracial marriage. The
feelings were so high, that a measure that would have given amnesty to the
infamous James brothers almost passed.
In Missouri, “Reconstruction” ended in 1876. By 1881 there was a Democrat
as Missouri governor and Governor Crittenden “declared war in his 1881 inaugural address.” The war he declared was not in Civil War terms, but against
Jesse James. By spring 1882, James was killed by a fellow gang member who
later was granted pardon for the act.
In 1876, the younger Margaret Brockman married Zachariah Reed, a Civil
War veteran. They homesteaded land in the valley where Christy Avenue is
now located. Their children were John, Louis, Annie, Lou, Bettie, Charles, Tom
and Edgar. Zachariah was injured in the Civil War and died in the early 20th
century. Later in life, Margaret married Joseph McKinnon and she is buried at
Bethel Cemetery.
Often, as during the Civil War, daily life continued in Meramec Township.
Men returned home from the battlefields to return to their fields and their
businesses.
But even as some life returned to normal, some issues were never resolved. In
mid-September 1868, a 21-year old woman, Caroline Drienhofer, was murdered
in her step-father’s (Hildebrand) home in Pond. The apparent murderer was a
black man, named Jourdan Tyler, who used a rifle to shoot Miss Drienhofer in the
back while she was ironing clothes. Tyler was arrested within a few hours. Follow-
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ing the inquest, where the jury found Tyler guilty, he was placed under guard in a
room over the Hildebrand store across the street from the Drienhofer house. The
following day, the deputy constable took Tyler to the Glencoe Station, but the conductor refused to allow them to board the train. They returned to Pond Store and
then Tyler was transferred to Constable Stosberg’s home. While there, a crowd
of men collected in front of the house and eventually entered the home and
removed the prisoner. The crowd took Tyler to a wooded area behind the house
and hung him. The perpetrators were never identified.
Unfortunately, this was not an uncommon occurrence. Missouri ranked the
second-highest in lynchings outside the Deep South.

Grant Reconstruction
Ulysses S. Grant Timeline – The Reconstruction Years – Ulysses S. Grant
National Historic Site
[https://www.nps.gov/ulsg/learn/historyculture/ulysses-s-grant-timeline]
1868
May 24 - Ulysses Grant accepts the
nomination by the Republican Party for President of the United States.
His campaign slogan becomes “Let
Us Have Peace.”
November 3 - Grant is elected President of the United States.
1869

May 10 - Transcontinental Railroad
is completed.
May 19 - Grant signs legislation establishing an 8-hour work day for
federal employees.
June 3 - Grant establishes regulations for a new Board of Indian
Commissioners, in an effort to curb
abuses by Indian agents.

March 4 - Grant is inaugurated
18th president.

September 24 - Black Friday

April 13 - Ely Parker becomes the
first Native American appointed to
a cabinet position as Commissioner
of Indian Affairs.

January 10 - Grant submits treaty
for annexation of Santo Domingo
to the Senate.

1870
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February 3 - President Grant signs
the 15th Amendment to the Constitution, giving black males the right
to vote.
February 9 - President Grant signs
legislation establishing The Division of Telegrams and Reports for
the Benefit of Commerce, which
later becomes the National Weather Service.
June 9 - Lakota Chief Red Cloud
visits President Grant in the White
House.
June 22 - At Grant’s request, Congress establishes the Department
of Justice in order to ensure justice
for newly freed African Americans
and their supporters.
July 22 - Grant orders troops to
North Carolina to suppress Ku Klux
Klan violence.

May 8 - Treaty of Washington
signed, ending the dispute between
the United States and England over
that country’s support of the former
confederacy.
October 17 - President Grant suspends habeas corpus in several
South Carolina counties.
December 19 - The Civil Service
Commission appointed by President Grant submits its report to
Congress.
1872
March 1 - Grant signs legislation
establishing Yellowstone as the nation’s first national park.
April 16 - Grant implements the
reforms suggested by the Civil Service Commission for the Executive
Branch of the government.

1871

May 22 - Grant signs the amnesty
bill for former Confederates.

March 4 - Civil Service Reform Act
passed by Congress. Grant establishes the first Civil Service Commission.

June 10 - Grant accepts the Republican nomination for a second term
as president.

April 20 - Congress passes the second Enforcement Act, known as
the Ku Klux Klan Act to suppress
white leagues from denying African
Americans their rights.
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November 5 - Grant is re-elected
president, carrying 31 of 37 states.
1873
February 12 - Fourth Coinage Act
is passed, demonitizing silver and
making gold the only accepted metallic standard in the United States.
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March 3 - Salary Grab Act passed by
Congress, doubling the president’s
salary and increasing the salaries
for Supreme Court Justices. Hidden
in the bill were retroactive salary increases for members of Congress.
Public outcry forced Congress to rescind their retroactive raises.
March 4 - Grant’s second inauguration.
May 22 - Grant announces he will
use force if necessary to restore order in Louisiana.
November 7 - Spanish authorities
in Cuba execute the American captain and 36 crew members and
passengers of the Virginius, while
flying the U. S. flag.
1874
January 12 - Grant refuses to send
troops to Texas where defeated
Republicans balked at conceding
power.
March 3 - Three Buffalo, New York
men who were convicted in 1872
for registering Susan B. Anthony
and other women to vote were pardoned by President Grant.
April 22 - President Grant vetoes
the inflation bill.
September 17 - Grant orders U.S.
troops and naval vessels to New
Orleans to restore law and order.

1875
January 14 - Grant signs the Resumption Act, returning the country
to the gold standard.
January 30 - The United States and
Hawaii sign a trade treaty, giving
lands at Pu’u Loa for the purpose
of establishing a naval base for the
United States.
March 1 - Civil Rights Act passed
May 29 - Grant announces he will
not run for a 3rd term as president.
1876
March 27 - In United States v Cruikshank, the Supreme Court weakened the Civil Rights Acts.
May 10 - Centennial Exhibition of
1876 opens in Philadelphia.
June 25 - Battle of Little Big Horn
August 1 - Colorado enters the
Union as the 38th state.
November 7 - Election Day. Democrat Samuel J. Tilden wins the
popular vote over Republican Rutherford B. Hayes, but does not have
enough electoral college votes to
win the election.
The Grants return from their world
tour and settle in New York City to
be closer to their children.
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Families
b
There is no way that an area history book can encompass the stories of all our families of the past. Even more so, there is no way
that this book can encompass intermarriages among the
various families. Before the automobile and better roads,
neighbors married neighbors who may also have been cousins!
An example of these intersecting, intricate family trees are the
descendants of Francis X. (FX) Bernard and Margaret Reiger.
FX and Margaret had nine children. Their resulting descendant’s
names are familiar to Meramec Township. They include, but not
limited to, Lehmann, Von Gruben, Wardenburg, Pauble,
Poertner, Gaehle, Zinser, Hatz, Kessels, Klein, Schott, Doering,
Mueller, Albrecht, Kindlesparger, Kesselring, Mottert, Krueger,
and St. Onge. And these names do not include the family
connections made through the spouses!
The invitation is for the families who are not listed, but have
stories to share, we’d be honored to add them to the reference
files. To the families who are listed, but you have even more
stories to share, we’d be honored to also add them to the
reference files.
•
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German Families
In 1852, Henry Kelpe (I) left Hanover Germany to come to America. Henry (II) married
Caroline Arbegast had four children and built
a home in 1885. Henry (I) was Claude “Red”
Kelpe’s great-grandfather. And Claude’s mother was Elizabeth St. Onge. Red (1925-2008)
and his wife, Grace Hoffmann (1928-2009),
founded and operated the company, Kelpe
Contracting, until their son, Tom, took over the
management of the company.

Henry Kelpe
(Source: WHS Image Collection)

Herman Berthold, a carpenter, came to
America from Prussia in 1836. He settled
in Herman, Missouri. By 1850, he was able
to bring his brother, John C. Berthold, and
John’s family to America. John C.’s family consisted of his second wife. His first wife was
Wilhelmina Becker. Herman’s children were:
Ferdinand, Fred W., Edward, Louise and Ida.
After several moves the family settled in Gray
Summit, Missouri.
Herman Berthold
(Source: WHS Image Collection)

Overbrook
(Source: WHS Image Collection)

August Steines, son of Frederick W. Steines
and Johanna Von Gruben, was born on January 30, 1873 at Overbrook on Pond Road.
August had six siblings, yet he was the only
one who was unmarried. He continued his
father’s farming of 236 acres and by 1920,
August cared for his mother, Johanna.
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A.J. Wetzel was born
on June 5, 1886. After
schooling, he worked
for his brother, Henry, in
the mercantile business.
In 1908 he became a
partner in Wetzel Mercantile Co. In 1910, A.J.
sold his interest to his
Wetzel’s Store – Pond, circa 1915
brother and opened his
(Source: WHS Image Collection)
store in Pond. In 1910
A.J. married Emma Glaser. Emma was the daughter of Joseph Glaser. “The stock he handles includes
the highest grades of ladies’ and gents’ furnishings, shoes, and fancy and
staple groceries.” [Watchman: History of St. Louis County Missouri, 1920]

Emma Hardt Von Gruben and
Christian Von Gruben
(Courtesy of the Von Gruben Family)

Christian Von Gruben was born on May 23, 1859. He was the son of August and Christina (Kleibecker) Von Gruben. Christian was one of ten children.
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Christian Von Gruben
farmed until 1909 when
he purchased an acre of
ground in Grover (NW
corner of Eatherton and
Manchester Roads). It
was there he built his saloon which “was a most
respectable place and
Von Gruben Tavern, circa early 1920s
enjoyed a select patron(Courtesy of the Von Gruben Family)
age.” [Watchman: History
of St. Louis County Missouri, 1920] Christian served as road overseer for twelve years and also for
twelve years as school director. Christian married Emma Hardt (daughter of
Julius Hardt of Wild Horse). They had three children: Julian C. (born 1883);
Mary C. (born 1886); Edward C. J. (born 1888). After Prohibition was instituted, “Christ von Gruben, who conducted a roadhouse at Grover for years, has
survived the prohibition wave and drinks of a mild character are now served.”
[Watchman: A History of St. Louis County Missouri, 1920]
Philip A. Fick was born in 1855 to John L and Catherine Fick. His parents
moved from St. Louis to Orrville the year he was born. In 1882, Phillip began
to engage in the general mercantile business.
“His prosperous condition of today is the result of honest and efficient management. He
has always kept a well
assorted stock of high
standard articles and
his prices have been
Hoppenberg-Fick Store, circa late 1800s-early 1900s
(Source: WHS Image Collection)
regulated by a fair
profit basis, which has
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meant success to him and satisfaction to the many customers who patronize
his place.” [Watchman: History of St. Louis County Missouri, 1920] Philip married Charlotte L. Koewing in 1882. Charlotte was the daughter of Henry F and
Sophia Koewing. Philip and Charlotte had seven children: Catherine (1884);
Georgia born in 1887 and died five days later; Albert (1892); Roy (1896);
Harris (born in 1899 and who died in 1919). Philip died in 1940.
Charles J. Koch, Sr., in Pond, was a farmer, sportsman and lover of good
wine and cider. About 1885, he built several large ponds and stocked them
with fish. He was born in 1851 and was the son of Mr. Christian F. Koch. After
schooling, he went to work on his father’s farm until he married Marie E. Ossenschmidt in 1878. They had seven children: Charles H.; Theodore, Albert,
Elmer, Ida, Marie L., and Clara. Mrs. Ossenschmidt died in 1908.
William Poertner was born in 1854. He became a farmer in Hollow. He
began as a farmer for his father, but in 1872 went to St. Louis to master the
trade of carpentry. After training, he again farmed, this time on land he owned.
William served as school director and was a stockholder in the State Bank of
Allenton. He married Emilie Grah in 1877. Her parents were Gustav Grah and
Johanna F. Mahnert. William and Emilie had seven children: William J, Emil,
Emelia, August, George, Fred C. and Gilbert. Their 128-acre farm also has their
home. Son, Fred C., works the homestead farm. William sold a portion of his
acreage to his sons William J. and Emil who followed their father in farming.
Henry Poertner was
born in St. Louis in
1851. His parents
were William and Minnie (Vogt) Poertner.
William owned 80
acres near Hollow of
which he farmed. William served in the Civil
War. After his schooling
was complete, Henry
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(Source: WHS Image Collection)
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purchased 40 acres and opened a blacksmith shop. “Spurred on by his success, he enlarged upon his business and in 1888 opened a mercantile store
next door to his blacksmith shop. He married Louise Lamping in 1875 and
they had one child, Henry W. Poertner. Louise died in 1876. In 1879, Henry
married Rose Nitz. Henry and Rose had eight children: Lydia, Clara, Minnie,
Sophia, Walter, Annie, Edward and Alfred. Henry served as postmaster for
fourteen years. He was a member of the Ancient Order of United Workmen.
He also was a commander of the Sons of Veterans at Melrose and held a
number of offices at the state level of the lodge.
Walter August Poertner was born in 1886 in Hollow. His parents were
Henry Poertner and Rose Nitz. After grammar school, he entered the grocery
business. He was a successful grocer in Kirkwood. Walter married Clara Ella
Schueller (also from Hollow) in 1914 and they had one child, Eugene J. Poertner. Walter was a member of the Ancient Order of United Workmen and
belonged to the Sons of Veterans.
E.J. Hardt was born in 1856 and was the son of Julius C. Hardt who had
settled in Fox Creek. E.J. farmed early in his career. In 1886, he opened a grocery in Melrose. In 1886 he married Emilie Caeser and they had two children:
Julius P. and Dora C. He eventually opened a grocery and meat market in Des
Peres and later in Kirkwood. E.J. was a member of the Masonic Order.
John A. Kern was born in Grover in 1870. After he finished his schooling,
he worked for George Scheuer’s blacksmith shop. From there he went into
St. Louis to hone his skills. He returned to Pond when he was 21 and started
his own blacksmith business. His wagonmaker and horseshoer skills were in
great demand. He added onto his shop and built a home. He married Regina
Nielson in 1894, who died in 1917. In 1918, he married Lottie Hillebrand.
“While the advent of the automobile has cut down the volume of his business
he still commands a large patronage and his shop is one of the busy places
of that section of the county.” [Watchman: History of St. Louis County MO,
1920] John was a stockholder in the Farmers’ and Merchants’ Bank of Eureka.
He also was a stockholder in the Grover Mutual Telephone Co., of which he
served as a director.
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Fred W. Berthold and Amalia Kierspe had eight children of which three died
in infancy. The five surviving children were: Edward W., Laura W. (married Hy.
G. Knappmeier, Grover), Lena A. (married Herman Steines, Centaur, John C.
and William H. After the Civil War, Fred settled on a farm near St. Albans. Fred
was an active member of the D.N. Keeler Post, G.A.R. (Melrose) until the post
disbanded. He then joined the Brouster Post in Clayton. In his retirement, he
moved to Kirkwood to be near his three sons’ families.
John C. Berthold was born in 1870 on his father’s farm near St. Albans.
When he turned 18, he entered into a blacksmithing apprenticeship under
Arthur J. Hardt in Fox Creek. In 1982, he began his own shop in Rock Hill. He
sold the business to the former owner to return to school at the Toensfeld
Institute. After one year, John realized he would not have enough funds to
finish his course of study at Toensfeld. At that point in time, he took St. Louis
County’s teacher’s examination and went on to teach at Smith’s School near
Pond and eventually took a position at Rott’s School near Kirkwood.
In 1899, John married Henrietta Ossenfort. Henrietta was born in 1878. Her
parents were William and Eliza (Kincaid) Ossenfort and she had five brothers:
Charles H., Fred W., John P., August L., and Edward. Her paternal grandfather,
C. Frederick Ossenfort, immigrated from Germany in 1844 and settled in
Melrose. Henrietta’s maternal grandfather was Dr. Peter Kincaid. John C. and
Henrietta had four children: Harold J., John who died, Mildred Leona and
Marjorie Marie.
After eight years of teaching, John started with the St. Louis Post Office and
moved to Kirkwood in the same year, 1903. In 1908, John started as office
deputy of the Clerk of the Circuit Court of St. Louis County. He also served
as City of Kirkwood alderman, a stockholder of the Kirkwood Trust Company.
John W. Bartold was adopted by William Bartold (born 1810 in Germany)
and Henrietta Bandelberg Bartold when he was 5 years old in 1856. He
farmed in Hollow. He inherited his adoptive family’s farm in 1875 when William died. John married Henrietta Bartold in 1878. Henrietta was also adopted
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and raised by the William Bartolds. John W. and Henrietta had five children:
John W., Albert, Wilhelmena, Anna (who died as an infant), and Sophia Amerlia. John W. retired in 1916 giving his farm to his children.
John H. Gaehle was born in 1869. His parents were H.W. Gaehle (1840)
and Sophia Marie Elebeck (1844). John had two brothers: Charles M. and
Fred W. After trying several different occupations, he bought a merchandise
business in 1893.

Wild Horse Creek Express
(Source: WHS Image Collection)

In addition to his successful store, he operated the Wild Horse Creek Express.
John made weekly trips to town. “The Gaehle Grove, one of the finest picnic
grounds in the county, is also one of his possessions.” [Watchman: History of
St. Louis County, 1920] John married Dorothea Rieger in 1893. Dorothea was
born in 1864. John was a member of the Ancient Order of United Workmen.
Herman Kreienkamp was born in 1847 in Melrose. He farmed and in 1870
opened a store, then returned to farming while renting out the store. In 1877
Herman married Mina Ceaser. Herman and Mina had five children: Otto, Dorthea (married Charles P. Deuser), Walter, Lydia and Enda (married to August
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Kreienkamp Store
(Photo credit: Jim Martin, 2001)

Broemmelsick
of
Monarch). Herman
returned to his store
in 1897 and worked
in the business until his retirement in
1918. Herman’s son,
Walter, was his assistant until he was
called into service of
his country.

Otto J. Kreienkamp, after schooling, entered the mail service. In 1915, Otto
started the Melrose & St. Louis Express Company. Otto took over his father’s
business when his brother, Walter, joined the service. In 1918, Otto married
Elizabeth Broemmelsick who was the daughter of Fred Broemmelsick. Otto
and Elizabeth had one child: Ruth Arline. Otto was a member of the Masonic
Order and also owned a 100-acre farm.
Jocob H. Schaedler was born in 1861 near Fenton. His parents were George
Schaedler and Elizabeth Appel. Jacob was a teacher for a number of years, became a bookkeeper until 1890, when he became the manager of the Tamm
estate in Alexander Co, Illinois. In 1888 Jacob married Mary Von Gruben. Mary
was the daughter of August and Christina Kleibacher. Due to illness in his family,
Jacob returned to teaching in 1897 until 1902. Mary died in 1902. In 1903,
Jacob was appointed Deputy Recorder, St. Louis County. In 1905, Jacob married
Emma L. Mueller. Jacob had four children: Theodore and Clarence who both
died in infancy, Norman J. and Mary L. In both 1912 and 1916, Jacob was elected Treasurer of St. Louis County. He was a Mason and an Igorote. Jacob was
also a member of the Concord and Gravois Farmers’ Clubs.
Civil War veteran C. Frederick’s Ossenfort’s son was William F. Ossenfort and
William became a successful farmer. William married Eliza, daughter of early
area settler, Dr. Peter Kincaid. William and Eliza had six children. One of those
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six children was John P. Ossenfort and he was born in 1875 in Melrose. John
graduated from Central Wesleyan College at Warrenton in 1896. He taught for
nine years. He was appointed as deputy sheriff from 1902 to 1905. John was
then elected to the State Legislature. In 1908, he graduated with a Law degree
from Benton College of Law. He passed the Bar and joined the prosecuting attorney’s office. In 1909 he was appointed Probation Officer of St. Louis County.
In 1909, John married Clara Reckart. Clara’s parents were Edward and Mary
Reckart. John and Clara had one son, John P., Jr. who was born in 1913.
Frederick E. Mueller was born in 1883 in Gumbo. His parents were Ernest
Mueller of Meramec Township and Christina Andrae. Frederick’s elementary
education was at Bonhomme School. He then graduated from Central Weslyan College in Warrenton. He graduated from Washington University’s Law
School in 1907. In 1909, Frederick married Cora Wessel. A lawyer in Clayton,
he was elected Public Administrator of St. Louis County and in 1920 became
St. Louis County Prosecuting Attorney. Frederick and Cora had one child, Frederick W. Mueller.
By 1870, Theodore St.
Onge resided with his
wife, Kienegunde, and his
children near the intersection of Wild Horse Creek
Road and Ossenfort Road.
Adam Kesselring lived
on land adjoining St. Onge.
He and his wife, Catherine,
lived there with their four
Theodore and Kienegunde St. Onge
children. He raised live(Source: WHS Image Collection)
stock and grain crops. He
had orchards of peach and apple trees.
John and Rosina Sandfoss acquired the Nathaniel Bacon homestead along
Wild Horse Creek.
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Emma Halbach and
Charlie Schlemper,
Wedding Photo, 1912
(Source: WHS Image
Collection)

“Emma Halbach Schlemper and her husband, Charlie, bought 80 acres of land
that bordered on Fox Creek,
with a house, a log barn and
shed for a cow for $3,000
in 1912.” [“Century of Memories”, Press Journal, Mary
Shapiro.] Emma died in
2001 at age 109.

Southern Families
Henry Tyler (1791-1867) married Reverend Robert G. Coleman’s sister,
Lucinda Coleman (1800-1864) in Virginia before moving west with the
Colemans to Missouri where he joined his sister Ann Tyler Stevens, and his
brother, Captain William Tyler. The William Tyler Home is still standing not far
from the intersection of Wild Horse Creek Road and Highway 109. Eventually the Tyler Estate was sold off. Small tracts of land, of about 20 acres, were
purchased by freed slaves who remained in the area after the war. Former
slaves who acquired property in the area were John Anderson, Louis Rollins,
George and Carrie Brown, Lucy and Harrison Green and David Green. [Harl
& Naglich, 1994]
Judge Peregrine Tippett (1806-1866), came from Maryland, settling
along Manchester Road around 1835. Peregrine Tippett was appointed the
Fox Creek postmaster in 1838 and the family also operated a country store,
wayside inn, and stage-stop along Manchester Road. His farm, called Cedar
Grove, included a large fruit orchard and was located near the intersection of
Manchester Road and what is now called Mueller Road. In addition to being
a justice of the peace for Meramec Township, and a county commissioner,
Tippett was a County Court judge from 1858 to 1864. Judge Tippett was a
good friend of Ulysses S. Grant and the two often met at the public house on
the Gravois Road.
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Robert G. Coleman, Jr. (1816-1895), the son of Reverend Robert G.
Coleman (1788-1840), came to Missouri from Virginia with his family in
1837. A slave owner, he was elected to the Missouri State Senate in 1858.
After the Civil War, he was re-elected to the Senate and also served as one
of three Commissioners who selected Clayton as the County seat in 1877.
The avenue running north and south of the western boundary of Clayton
was originally named after him. Coleman Avenue was later changed to
North and South Road and is now called Brentwood Boulevard. After the
Civil War, the hemp production of the Coleman plantation was no longer
economically feasible without slave labor. The family’s plantation continued growing corn, oats, wheat and livestock. By 1900, their son, Robert W.
Coleman, was head of the household with his wife, Della, and their sons
Robert and John. The Coleman family continued to operate the farm until
its sale in 1920. Eventually the Coleman farm properties were sold off.
Large amounts were eventually purchased by Jacob Babler who donated
the land to the State of Missouri to become the Edmund A. Babler Memorial State Park.
Judge Martrom D. Lewis (1836-1910) married Susan Tippett, Judge
Peregrine Tippett’s daughter. Martrom D. Lewis was the son of Martrom
Lewis and Elizabeth Darby, who came from Virginia and North Carolina.
Martrom D. Lewis became a judge, public administrator, city treasurer and
recorder of deeds for the city of St. Louis. His uncle, John Darby, was the
fourth Mayor of St. Louis who also served in the Missouri House of Representatives and the U.S. House of Representatives. The Lewis’ lived at Blue
Grass Hill in Crescent.
Joel R. Frazier, the son of George C. Frazier, acquired the Judge Peregrine
Tippett farm as well as the Walter Shields farm, not far from Fox Creek. Joel R.
Frazier served as the township assessor from 1877-1880 and was appointed
Fox Creek postmaster in 1886. His large store and adjoining outhouses served
residents and travelers alike. The store was located one mile west of the Pond
post office on the same site where Judge Tippett ran a country store and post
office fifty years earlier.
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Orphan Trains
The Orphan Trains program was the transport program (1854-1929) began
as an answer to the huge problem of abandoned children in New York City.
There were two main organizations that participated: The Children’s Aid Society and the Foundling Asylum of the Sisters of Charity (which later became
the New York Foundling Hospital). The program run by the Sisters of Charity
tried to ensure that the children in their care would be placed with Catholic
families.
Between 1854 and 1929 more than 100,000 homeless children travelled on
orphan trains to Michigan, Missouri, Illinois, Iowa, Nebraska and Kansas. While
it is unknown specifically if there were children adopted through this program
in Meramec Township, it is known that there were children adopted in Bonhomme Township to the east. The belief was that the children would be happier
and healthier on the farms of the Midwest. This loose system was similar to
the foster care system today, but with much less oversight. Children could be
adopted, but other children were often viewed as “the help”. At times, these
arrangements would be made on a child-by-child basis. Others were brought
in groups to a small town and selected from the physical line up of children.
For today’s families trying to document Orphan Train family members’ history, the National Orphan Train Museum and Research Center is the primary
national research resource. Their complex is located in Concordia, Kansas.
[Orphan Train Depot Organization, http://orphantraindepot.org, accessed
4/21/18.] [“As they put it: In Her Shoes,” Gateway, Missouri History Museum,
Spring 2017.] [Orphan Trains to Missouri, Michael D. Patrick and Evelyn Goodrich Trickel.]

The Groves and Relaxation
From the beginning our earliest residents met in groves. They met there for
religious services before they built their physical churches. They met in the
shady groves of trees for relaxation and to share in food and entertainment.
Residents had always probably met, relaxed and played in groves. There were
over twenty identified groves in the area that is present-day Wildwood. They
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didn’t all exist at the same period, but some existed and were utilized through
at least the early 1960s. Yet they all had some common features: trees for
shade, often a general store and often spring or stream. Some had dance halls
and refreshment stands. These families gathered and evolved into churches
and the faith communities that shape the Wildwood we know today. Some of
the names of the groves were: Poertner’s, Funk’s, Gaehle’s, Wetzel’s, Kesselring’s, Kreienkamp’s (Melrose, Hardt’s), and Stovall’s.
In the days before television and before that, radio; when families met at the
groves, they made music. Music made by fiddle, banjo and piano or organ
was common. And they danced to the music with each generation having
their favorite music and dances. Children were also part of the gathering,
finding their own amusements. Some groves had ballfields. Groves were the
sites for not only community gatherings, but also for church socials, school
picnics, family reunions, wedding receptions and other family-community celebrations, such as welcoming a young man back home from war.

Ladies at the
County Fair
(Source:
WHS Image
Collection)

Larger grove areas, such as Creve Coeur Lake area served the site for village
or County-wide picnics or Fairs.
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Glencoe Baseball Team, circa early 20th century
(Source: WHS Image Collection)

Orrville Baseball Team, circa 1915
(Source: WHS Image Collection)
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The ballfields that were at some groves were not just for children. Area adult
baseball leagues also used these ballfields.
When the weather wasn’t fit to be outside, games such as cribbage, checkers,
backgammon, dominoes, etc. ruled the day.

Schaedler’s Grove
Oral History of Maude Poe Boyd
(Interviewer and date unknown)
“When I was a kid, there was an indoor dance hall, a fairgrounds kind
of building, right behind the Pond Inn. Joe Schaedler ran it, and he
had dances every month or so. In the afternoons there were German
bands, and sometimes these bands would march with us up to Funk’s
Grove, too, for school picnics. Were the musicians local people? Well,
no, I think they must have come from St. Louis. Chris Gruben (VonGruben) must’ve gotten them out. They were a pretty good sized band,
I’d say eight or nine people in the band. I remember one old widowed lady who just loved to dance to that music. Her name was Mrs.
Helcher, and she lived close to St. Paul’s Church up on Route 109, she
always wore a grey calico skirt and blouse, and even though she was
very old she could just dance up a storm.
We were allowed to go up there to the Grove in the afternoons and
listen to the music but of course in the evening we didn’t stay. That’s
when they’d bring in another band, like a country band, for the
grownups mostly.”
•
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The Essen Log Cabin Caper
Beginning in the 1870s, the Essen Log Cabin existed and housed
generations of the Essen family on a hillside along present-day
Highway 109. The then-owners of the property had planned on
donating the cabin to the City of Wildwood to be dismantled,
moved and restored. But over the 2015 Thanksgiving Holiday
weekend, the historic cabin was illegally dismantled and the logs
were stolen. Fortunately, the logs were recovered and placed in
official custody. In May 2016, the donation of the Essen log cabin
was accepted by the City. Reassembly of the cabin will occur at
some later date at a secure location for the public to enjoy.
•

Churches and Schools
Churches and Schools
For each of the below listed churches and schools, just introductory information is given. For additional detail, please refer to two
books in the Before It Was Wildwood series: The Early Churches of
Meramec Township, Jill F. VonGruben, (2018: Wildwood Historical
Society.) and the One-Room Schoolhouses of Meramec Township,
Karen Fox, (2016: Wildwood Historical Society) where more detailed information and photos will be found.
•
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The Wild Horse School was well established by the 1860s. Religious congregations established prior to the Civil War continued at the Church of St. Ferdinand, St. Charles Borromeo, Lewis Memorial Chapel, St. Malachy’s Mission
Parish, Antioch Baptist Church and St. John’s Lutheran Church.
The congregation of the Old Bethel Methodist Church, which was established in 1858, was negatively affected by the Civil War because it was difficult
for circuit preachers to cross the fluid battle lines. Bethel’s German immigrant
neighbors were suspicious that the Southern Methodists might also be Southern sympathizers. Church history states, “Bethel has borne the scars of secession as surely as any other part of our State.”
St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church “began as many country church
congregations started – they met in the groves beginning in 1861.”
Hollow School
In 1869 Henry Hencken donated the land for a schoolhouse. It was a 20x20
ft building. In 1886 the Board voted to have both English and German taught
in the school. In 1888, the school’s well had to be cleaned. Two dead rabbits
had been found in the well and the teacher had complained that the water
was unfit for drinking. A new schoolhouse was built in 1916 for $1,190 and
was active as a school until 1943. The second schoolhouse structure is now
a private residence.
Mount Pleasant church and school was established by 1868. Clifford Frazier, Sr. led the cleanup of this historic church graveyard. “I’m a history buff and
wanted to do something in the black community, because I was always taught
to be proud,” said Frazier. “For too long, we have allowed our roots and history
here to go untended.” [“Reverent Act: Residents restore piece of history”, Press
Journal, Mary Shapiro]
Eureka School was built around 1870 was located in Eureka.
Glencoe Black school was established by 1886 and was located near the
Glencoe Lime Company quarries.
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LaSalle Institute was established in 1872. James Yeatman donated land for
the Orphanage for the Catholic Protectorate of St. Louis. The orphanage was
operated by the Christian Brothers. Later when the buildings no longer served
as an orphanage, it was sold to the Christian Brothers and they used it for their
pre-Novitiate and Novitiate programs. Eventually it became a Retreat Center.
St. Monica Catholic Church and School began in 1872 with sixty German
families. For families living in the northern portion of Meramec Township, St.
Monica’s was the closest Catholic Church.
Oak Ridge School was the successor to Long School. After the Civil War, the
school moved to the farm of Anthony Wilmas and a decade later it moved to
its current location on Valley Road.
Melrose School was established prior to 1857 and closed in 1951.
Bethel United Methodist Church in Pond, Missouri was built and dedicated in 1875. The congregation is still active today.
After starting by families meeting in area groves beginning in 1861, St. Pauls
Lutheran Church of Orrville was formally organized in 1876. They built
their first church at that time. A second church was built in 1956. This congregation is still active today.
Port Royal School was located on the east side of St. Albans near the end of
Puellman Road. It was established prior to 1878. Oral History given by Emma
Schlemper that in 1908: “I got $35 a month and had to do the janitor work
in addition to the teaching,” Emma said. “I started the fire every morning to
get the school warmed up.” Over her three-year teaching career, Emma first
taught both in Port Royal School in St. Albans and Tavern Creek School.
(While these schools were just over the county line in Franklin County, Tavern
Creek’s mailing address was in Centaur.) After her death at 109 years in 2001,
a teaching scholarship in Emma’s name was established at the University of
Missouri – St. Louis.
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Zion of Oakfield Church was established in 1878. The church was built for
$500.29. This congregation is still active today.
Orrville School was built around 1880 and continued serving as an elementary school until 1949.
The Orrville Black School, a log building, was built on land that once had
been owned by the Long family. The early colored school might have been
run by the African Baptist Church. When the log school closed, students attended either Chesterfield Black School or Glencoe Black School.
Bonhomme School was located on Olive Street Road and was established
by the 1880s. It served its students until 1952. Later the building became
the Old Schoolhouse Tavern, but it was destroyed by the 1993 Missouri River
flood of Chesterfield Valley.
The first Chesterfield School was a log or wooden structure and was established sometime after Americans arrived in the area. One of these schools
burned down in 1920 and new school was built near where the current Wild
Horse School is located. It served students until 1951.
The Chesterfield Black School was located on Wild Horse Creek Road just
west of the white school. It was built in 1894.
Pond School started in the 1880s. The existing “Old Pond School” is the
third building and was built around 1914. It served its students until 1951. A
new Pond School was opened just west of the old school.
Pond Black School was established in the late 1800s on Fred Essen’s property at Christy and Pond Roads. It served its students until the early 20th
century.
The land for Glencoe School was bought in 1871 for $71. There was an
existing school building on the property at the time of the land purchase. The
school provided elementary education until 1951.

Celebrate the History of Wildwood - Era 1860 to 1919

139

Most Sacred Heart Catholic Parish was established in Eureka in 1887 on
land donated by Peter Brown. The parish moved to the Claffey Estate in 1948
and a new church was built in 1951. A new church was built at the beginning
of the 21st century.
Sherman School was sometimes referred to as the Jedburg School (after
the railroad station). The building burned down during the 1955-56 winter
and was not rebuilt. The students were transferred to Ellisville School.
St. Anthony’s Catholic Church and School in Centaur began in 1903. It
closed in 1948.
St. Thomas Church on Long Road was established in 1907. In 1969, the
congregation moved to a church on a hill on Wild Horse Creek Road. The
Congregation is still active.
Bethany Presbyterian Church was formed in 1908. Bethany reorganized
as a Evangelical Church in 1921. The congregation closed in 1942.
Eureka High School was organized in 1908 and has moved locations several times. This was once the only high school in western St. Louis County. It
is now part of the Rockwood School District.

1870 – 1899
“At that time, the mail was carried by the old stage coach from St. Louis to Jefferson City, and arrived very irregularly in the winter, on account of bad roads,
being often two days behind time; and sometimes the coach coming down
from Jefferson City was stuck in the mud and the driver and passengers had
to ride the horses to make the trip.” [Thomas, 1911, p 389.]
1872 in Missouri, Governor B. Gratz Brown and family moved into the newly
completed Governor’s Mansion.
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In 1873, Susan Blow opened the first public kindergarten in the United States
in St. Louis.
The James Gang robbed its first train in 1874. The Eads Bridge also opened
for traffic that same year.
The “Whiskey Ring” started in St. Louis in 1875 and spread to other cities.
Agents seized several St. Louis distilleries that had defrauded the Federal government out of millions of dollars in tax revenue.
The third Missouri Constitution was adopted in 1875.

Watchman-Advocate Building, Clayton, Missouri
(Source: WHS Image Collection)

The St. Louis County Watchman or the Watchman-Advocate is a source of local
stories which is often cited for the period from the late 1800s through the early
20th century. The first issue of the St. Louis County Watchman was published
on September 29, 1881. In 1899 Frederick Essen purchased the People’s Advocate and changed its editorial policy to be a Republican newspaper. In 1903,
Essen purchased the Watchman and merged the two papers into the Watchman-Advocate. The paper continued until the middle of the 20th century.
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The Missouri Historical Society was formed in 1866.
1870 brought the start of the Franco-Prussian War, which fostered another
wave of immigration.
In 1876, Alexander Graham Bell received a patent for his invention – the telephone-- and changed history.
The Old Settler’s Association was established in 1886. The Organization “old
settler’s” gathered and published their biographies and stories.
In 1891 St. Louis saw the opening of the Wainwright Building, one of America’s first skyscrapers, was designed by Louis Sullivan.
1898 saw the preparations for the Spanish American War.
Volunteers for the Spanish-American War began arriving in St. Louis in 1898.
In 1899, the Post-Dispatch reported that the automobile was beloved abroad
but unpopular in St. Louis. Only one automobile was in service here. There
had been two more autos and one truck, but those were retired due to the
rough streets and roads.

The “Great Divorce”
The August 22, 1876 election, which was certified in March 1877, set up the
division of St. Louis City from St. Louis County. The 1875 Missouri State Constitutional Convention allowed for home rule for cities of 100,000 or more and at
that time, the only city that fit that requirement was The City of St. Louis. Causes
are many, but a large portion was due to the perception of meddling by the Missouri State Legislature and duplication of taxation for the City of St. Louis with
the addition of the County of St. Louis governments. The Board of Freeholders
drew new expanded boundaries for the City to include Forest Park, O’Fallon Park
and Carondelet Park. And the Board of Freeholders wanted the City to have
room to grow. After the “Divorce” St. Louis County included the Townships of
Meramec, Bonhomme, St. Ferdinand, Central, and Carondelet.
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Disease: Life and Death
Diseases were rampant and deadly epidemics of cholera and diphtheria raged
through the region almost every year and at times, eliminating entire families.
The pain of memories followed the survivors forever. Below are the stories of
two early settlers.
In 1835, Frederick Steines of nearby Boles Township wrote to his family in
Germany: “Yesterday was the anniversary of the death of my two oldest children, and today, of my sister-in-law, Hannachen. Oh, just the memory of such
terrible July days fills me, for all time waking and dreaming, with extreme sorrow; the return of such is likely to renew the pain and make the memory so
much more alive. Already since mid-May the cholera is in St. Louis, and was
so bad that whole families died.” [Letters of Frederick Steines, 1835.]
The Silvey Family (below) was struck with diphtheria.

Watchman, January 23, 1885

Silvey Children Tombstone,
Antioch Baptist Cemetery
(Photo credit:
Jill VonGruben, 2018)

In the history of disease and death none
has ever been more heart-rending than
those which have occurred at the home
of Mr. John Silvey, during the past week,
caused by the ravages of diphtheria.
On the 8th of January Tommie aged
6, died, the next night Melcena aged
10, and Marvin age 8, and Henry aged
nearly 4, followed him. The care of the
physician and nursing of the parents,
seemed not to check the disease, nor
stay the Hand of Providence for on the
afternoon of the 12th, Lauretta age 12,
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passed away. Then on the 13th, the last child, Susie, aged nearly 2,
was taken away, and buried beside the others at Antioch Church. Thus
the whole family of six children, were taken in 5 days. No mother and
grandmother ever loved their little ones more. All the attention that
could be given by medical skill was given them. But alas! the little
ones were not to live; they were to furnish new gems for the diadem
of Glory. Lauretta and Melcena were two bright and darling little girls,
loved by their teacher at school and will be missed by her, and their
many little friends. The deepest sympathy is tendered the loving
parents from their neighbors and many friends; and while they are so
lonely and their home so desolate, may they find a consolation in the
Christianity of our God which will give them everlasting life.
•

1900 – 1909
In 1900 Camp Wyman moved to present-day Wildwood. It is the oldest member camp of the American Camping Association west of the Mississippi River.

Homestead Ruins
Christian and Emma von Gruben farmed the land that is now the
City of Wildwood’s Community Park. The below photo is of their
home in 1901. Eventually Christ and Emma sold the property and
moved to Grover to run the von Gruben Tavern at the northwest
corner of Eatherton and Manchester Roads. The “homestead
ruins” in the Community Park are what remains of their home on
this historic property.
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The Home of Christian and Emma Von Gruben with their children, circa 1901
(Courtesy of the Von Gruben Family)

In 1903, Missouri Governor signed legislation licensing automobiles. Statewide speed limit was set at nine miles per hour.
In 1909 the Missouri Supreme Court handed down a decision in the case
against Standard Oil Company, affirming the company’s violation of Missouri
antitrust laws.

1904 World’s Fair
In 1902, a citizen’s group called for a filtration to clean up the city’s notoriously
muddy water in time for the Fair. By 1904, chemical engineer, John Wixford,
found a way to clean up the water by using a system of settling basins and
application of chemicals. “The plant had been working for two days, and every
tap in the city was dispensing an unfamiliar clear liquid.”

Celebrate the History of Wildwood - Era 1860 to 1919

145

As difficult and far the travel was from Meramec Township to the site of the
1904 World’s Fair, some of our residents did attend.

Paffrath family group at the 1904 Fair
(Source: WHS Image Collection)

And someone had to pay for this Fair, besides admissions charges. Some of those
funds came from individual subscribers.
Christian Von Gruben was one such subscriber.
Subscribers to the World’s Fair Fund
The Universal Exposition of 1904
(Photo credit: Jill VonGruben, 2017)
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On the Homefront During 1910-1919
By 1911, several of the “neighborhoods in Meramec Township are connected by telephone, the switchboard of the Mutual Telephone Company being
located in Grover, in Fick’s store.” [Thomas, 1911, p389]
The Missouri State Capitol was completely destroyed by fire after being struck
by lightning in 1911.

Visiting Native American
Family in Melrose
(Source: WHS Image
Collection)

“Pond in Indian Days”
Oral History of Maude Poe Boyd
Interviewer and date unknown
“Mrs. Kern lived right across from the Pond Hotel. She told me
about Indians in Pond, how they had a camp out in the field just
west of Dreinhofer’s place. The Drienhofer’s had a store, so Indians
would come and trade for different things.”
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In 1912, a Friendship
Quilt made by the quilters at Bethel Methodist Church in Pond
which featured many
of the family names of
Meramec Township. This
quilt is displayed at the
restored Link Cabin which
is owned by the Overland
Historical Society. As is
demonstrated by the below ring, just one person
was interconnected to
a significant number of
other area families. The
entire quilt, perhaps, covered the entire Township.

Mrs. Chris Gruben’s circle of the Friendship Quilt circa 1912 displayed at Link Cabin
(Photo credit: Martha J. Bunch, 2017)

In 1913, Missouri adopts its first (and only) Missouri State Flag designed by
Mrs. Marie Elizabeth Watkins of Cape Girardeau.
The Missouri Lead Belt Mining Riots of 1917, “The precise cause remains up
for debate. But it’s clear that the local miners who started it were jittery at
the prospect of being drafted for service in WWI. And they feared they would
permanently lose their jobs to recent immigrants who were ineligible for the
draft…The mining companies had been importing (immigrants) for years,
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and the pace accelerated when lead prices spiked in preparation for the United States entry into the war. To make matters worse, some of them came
from Austira-Hungary, the German ally that started the war in the first place.”
[Post-Dispatch, 7/12/17.]
July 2, 1917 was the start of the East St. Louis Riot. This riot was a violent
labor protest which turned into a racial riot. “The official death toll was 39
black individuals and nine whites, but many believe that more than 100 African-Americans were killed.” [Smithsonian Magazine, 6/30/17.]
1917, November 10: Night of Terror when women were beaten and tortured
for seeking the vote by demonstrating outside the White House. By two weeks
later, all those arrested were released. The following March, the District of
Columbia’s Court of Appeals declared the arrests had been unconstitutional.
By August 1920, the US Congress enacted the 19th Amendment which gave
women the right to vote.
The Flu Pandemic of 1918-19 (also called the Spanish Flu or LaGrippe), killed
more people than the Great War. It is estimated that between 20 and 40

Ambulance, St. Louis, circa 1918
(Source: “The End of World War I Centennial,” WHS 2018 Calendar, January.)
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million people died world-wide, making it one of the deadliest natural disasters in human history. Unlike other flu epidemics, this flu strain also affected
young healthy adults. Troop movements, close quarters, and increased travel
contributed to the pandemic.
St. Louis Municipal Opera – The Muny – opened in 1918
Judge Taylor of St. Louis told the Post-Dispatch “that the automobile was responsible for an increase in the divorce rate. The publicity savvy divorce court
judge declared that the flivver (car) was creating ‘sloppy’ women. He added
that husbands were too busy tinkering with their cars to pay attention to their
wives. [Post-Dispatch, 5/3/1918]
In 1919 Missouri Governor signed a law granting presidential suffrage to
women. And Missouri became the eleventh state to ratify the Nineteenth
Amendment.
August 1920 brought the ratification of the Nineteenth Amendment which
gave women the right to vote in the United States.

“Women’s Suffrage”
Oral History taken of Maude Poe Boyd
Interviewer and date unknown.
“My father believed that everybody should vote, but my mama couldn’t
write. She didn’t want to go (even though women had just been given
the vote). But Dad said, ‘well, it doesn’t matter; you can just make your
mark’. He said ‘you gotta vote for Warren G. Harding‘, so she did. They
voted at Funk’s store…that was about 1920.”
•
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World War ł
In Flanders Fields
By Major John McCrea, 1915

In Flanders fields the poppies grow
Between the crosses, row on row,
That mark our place; and in the sky
The larks, still bravely singing, fly
Scarce heard amid the guns below.
We are the Dead. Short days ago
We lived, felt dawn saw sunset glow,
Loved and were loved, and now we lie
In Flanders fields.
Take up our quarrel with the foe:
To you from failing hands we throw
The torch; be yours to hold it high.
If ye break faith with us who die
We shall not sleep, though poppies grow
In Flanders fields.
•
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TimeLine WWI
Texas and southwest lands.

1914
6/28	
Archduke Franz Ferdinand
Assassination
7/30

4/6

US enters the war

5/18	Selective Services Act – authorized the draft – United States

Russia mobilizes

sent more than 1,000,000

8/4	WWI begins with Germany’s

troops to Europe

invasion of Belgium
1915

1918

4/22	
Germans fire chorine gas

3/3	Germany signs peace treaty

shells at Allied lines
5/7	British ocean liner, Lusitania,
sinks due to German submarine attack with more than
120 US citizens killed
9/18	Germany restricts submarine
warfare

with Russia
5/28	Battle of Cantigny – first major American offensive of the
war
6/3	
The Americans attack the
Germans at Chateau-Thierry.
This battle would morph into
the larger Battle of Belleau

1916

Wood

9/15	British employ the first tanks
ever used in battle

6/6	
Battle of Belleau Wood begins

1917

6/26	Battle of Belleau Wood ends

2/1	Germany resumes unrestrict-

– the area had changed six

ed submarine warfare, at-

times during the three-week

tacking American ships

battle, which has caused

2/25	Zimmerman Telegram which
proposed Mexico side with
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nearly 10,000 American casualties.

Germany in case the United

9/12	Battle of St. Mihiel – 300,000

States joins the War. Germany

American troops under direct

promises to give Mexico US

command of General Persh-
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ing attack the German lines
11/9	Kaiser Wilhelm abdicates. He

11/11 Armistice is signed ending
the fighting on the Western Front.

and his retinue escape to the
Netherlands.
[“World War I” https://shmoop.com/wwi/timeline.html, accessed 6/6/2018]
[“U.S. Participation in World War I” Library of Congress: Teachers,
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/presentationsandactivities,
accessed 6/6/2018]

Christmas Eve Truce – 1914
Late on Christmas Eve 1914, as soldiers were sitting in the trenches, British
Forces heard German troops singing carols and patriotic songs. The opposing forces began communicating and a truce was negotiated. The next day,
British and German soldiers met in no man’s land and exchanged gifts, took
photographs and some played impromptu games of soccer. They also buried
casualties and repaired trenches and dugouts. The truce wasn’t observed everywhere, and it didn’t last long. The war would drag on for another four years.

The Daily Mirror,
January 1915
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A German and
English Soldier sharing a
cigarette Christmas, 1914

By 1916, no truce
By Christmas 1916 soldiers were no longer amenable to truce. The war had
become increasingly bitter after the devastating loss of life at the battles of
Somme and Verdun, and from Germany’s use of poison gas. [“The End of
World War I Centennial,” WHS 2018 Calendar, December.]
Sgt. John Robert (Bob) Essen (1890-1961), son of John Rudolph Essen
and Mary Schott, grew up on the Ball-Essen Farmstead on Pond Road (later
renamed Babler Park Drive). Bob listed on October 4, 1917 and served in Co.
D 354 Infantry 89 Division, WWI in France.
Bob wrote his brother, Francis, dated January 29, 1919: “From La
Havre, France we went to Trampot, France, for four weeks training. In the
first part of August, we left this place on a truck train for the trenches. On Au-
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gust 6 we went in the trenches at Fliery and
stayed in the trenches about seven days,
then back in reserve. Then we went up a
second time for four or five days, then back
in reserve. On the 12th of September, the
St. Mihiel drive started; we were in the reserve for our brigade; on the 13th we were
in the lead for about half a day. We stayed
on this front until the middle part of October.
We were again moved on a truck train to
the Argonne front. We were in reserve on
this front until October 30. On the morning
of November 1 at 5:30 we started over the
top. This time our company was in the front
Sgt. John Robert Essen
(Source: WHS Image Collection)
wave. Our company didn’t suffer any heavy
losses and our casualties were the least of
any company in the regiment. William Godair and Fred Albright were injured in this drive. Art Sommerlad is in Company C yet. I see him every day; he was injured in the St. Mihiel drive. We came
over on the same ship, but I didn’t know it until I met him at Southampton…
I was corporal of an automatic rifle squad through the whole affair. I had
pretty good luck, only two casualties in my squad; one recovered. We used
the French automatic rifle…We had the machine gun company with us. The
morning of November 1 they put over a terrible barrage and also the artillery
cut loose for all they were worth. The barrage started at 3:30; it was a terrible
sensation. A person would think no signs of life would ever be left, but we
met a stubborn resistance in the start…I am very anxious to get home…I am
well and hope you are the same.”
After the war, Bob returned to the area to farm. John Robert Essen is buried
at Jefferson Barracks.
John (Bob) Robert’s brother, (1897-1986), also served in WWI.
[“The End of World War I Centennial,” WHS 2018 Calendar, October.]
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Missouri Mules
The mule was introduced into Missouri during the 1820s. Known for their
strength and endurance, mules were used to pull wagons and plow fields.
During World War I, mules played an important role in moving troops, artillery
and supplies. Mules were often preferred over horses for their sure-footedness, stamina, and ability to carry heavy loads over long distances. Thousands
of Missouri mules were sent to the war front during World War I.
The Ball-Essen farmstead on Babler Park Drive included a blacksmith shop
where World War I veteran John Robert Essen made shoes for his mules.
[“The End of World War I Centennial,” WHS 2018 Calendar, September.]

Those Who Fought
Private Benjamin Franklin Ross (1889-1918) was the son of Benjamin Ross, Sr. and Minnie Stosberg Ross, Mueller Road farmers. When he
registered on June 5, 1917, Ben was a 27-year old farm laborer working
for Charles Kroening in Chesterfield. Benjamin F. Ross of Centaur was inducted into the army on September 12, 1917. A member of Company B, 128th Machine Gun Battalion, 35th Division, Ben was killed
in action in the Argonne Forest in France on September 27, 1918. He is
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buried at the Meuse-Argonne American Cemetery in Romagne, France.
[“The End of World War I Centennial,” WHS 2018 Calendar, March.

(Left) Watchman-Advocate, 10/10/1918. World War I exhibit, Missouri History
Museum. (Photo credit: Jill VonGruben, 2018)
(Right) Gold Star Wall. Benjamin Ross is listed on this Gold Star Wall
World War I exhibit, Missouri History Museum
(Photo credit: Jill VonGruben, 2018)

Blue and Gold Star Flags

Blue Star Flag, circa World War I
WHS Museum Collection
(Photo credit: Jill VonGruben, 2018)
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The Bouquet Sisters under Blue Star
Banner with US Flag
Circa WWI
(Source: WHS Image Collection)

The service flag banner was designed in 1917 and first used by families
during World War I. The flag was typically placed in the window of a home.
The design consisted of a white field with a red border. Each blue star
represented a family member serving in the war. A gold star represented a
family member that died during service.
The tradition is still in use today and can be used by families who are
active duty.

Fred Hencken
WWI Registration Card

Fred “Freddie” Hencken was the son of Henry Hencken, Jr and Louise Bouquet. Henry Hencken, Sr. established the Hencken homestead in Hollow by
1852. Today that home is owned and maintained by the Wildwood Historical
Society. Both of Freddie’s parents (Henry and Louise) died from influenza in
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1897, and Freddie along with his three siblings were raised by his uncle and
aunt, Edmund and Emma Bouquet Hencken who married and moved into
the Hencken farmstead in Hollow in order to raise the four orphaned Hencken children. Freddie Hencken farmed until he was inducted into the U.S.
Army on July 5, 1918. He served one year and returned to the area to farm.
[“The End of World War I Centennial,” WHS 2018 Calendar, April.]
World War I coincided with one of the largest movements of people in American history – the Great Migration. Between 1914 and 1920, nearly half a
million African Americans moved north and into cities. In 1870, 17 percent of
Meramec Township was African American. Most, if not all, were former slaves.
A majority were swept up in the Great Migration during the early 20th century,
moving to the City of St. Louis in search of better educational and employment opportunities for themselves and their children.
When the draft was initiated in 1917,
about 370,000 black men were inducted into the army. The military
created two combat divisions for
blacks – the 92nd Division and the
93rd Division.
The 92nd Infantry Division adopted the “Buffalo Soldiers” nickname,
which dates to the 19th century. The division saw combat in the
92nd Infantry Division,
Meuse-Argonne Offensive during
Buffalo Soldiers patch
November 1918. This included the
365th Infantry Regiment, where Private Henry Anderson served.
U.S. Army Private Henry Anderson (1893-1924) grew up in his grandparents’ home on Wild Horse Creek Road. Henry was the son of Edward Anderson (1869-1945), and the grandson of John Anderson and Julia Brown, both
born in Virginia and almost certainly born into slavery.
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Before the War, Henry Anderson lived in his grandfather’s house on Wild
Horse Creek Road and worked as a farm laborer. He was inducted into the
Army on December 10, 1917 and served in the 365th Regiment, part of the
92nd Division which saw combat in the Meuse-Argonne Offensive. Private
Henry Anderson was honorably discharged on July 17, 1919. Henry worked
as a welder. He is buried at Jefferson Barracks in St. Louis, Missouri.

Henry Anderson’s Internment Record
Jefferson Barracks
(Source: “The End of World War I
Centennial,” WHS 2018 Calendar,
February.)

George Edward Hardt (18941974) was the son of Charles Hardt
and Martha Kincaid of the Fox Creek
area. One of five siblings, George
was educated in local schools and
worked in St Albans before registering for the draft in June 1917. In
1920, George married Rose Marie Tiemann and they lived near
present-day Pacific. After the war,
George worked as an engineer for
the lime company. [“The End of
World War I Centennial,” WHS 2018
Calendar, June.]
George Edward Hardt
(Source: WHS Image Collection)
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Henry Krueger circa WWI
(Source: WHS Image
Collection)

Henry Krueger (1891-1946) was one of
twelve children born to Martin and Karoline
Krueger who homesteaded on Allenton Road
south of Manchester Road. Henry was working as a clerk for John Gaehle at Centaur Station when he registered for the draft in June of
1917. Henry was
sent to Seattle
for training, but
the war ended
before he was
shipped out.

Henry returned home and married Nellie Gaehle (1898-1942) in 1921. Henry and Nellie had
five children – Mildred, Dorothy “Dot”, LaVerne,
George, and Harold – and lived near Gaehle’s
Grove, Melrose, and Allenton. [“The End of World
War I Centennial,” WHS 2018 Calendar, June.]

Henry and Nellie Krueger
Wedding Portrait, 1921
(Source: WHS Image
Collection)

Anton “Tony” Schaedler (1894-1978) enlisted to serve in the U.S. Army in July of 1918. He
returned home one year later and married Dora
Deanna Bair in 1920. Their three sons also later served in the military: Francis Schaedler who
was killed in action in Germany in 1943, Ervin
Schaedler served in the Marine Corps from
1947 to 1950, and Kenneth Schaedler served
in Korea. [“The End of World War I Centennial,”
WHS 2018 Calendar, July.]
Anton Schaedler, WWI. (Source: WHS Image Collection)
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Julius P. Hardt (born 1893) served in the Army during WWI. After the war,
he returned to help with his father’s (E.J. Hardt) grocery business in Kirkwood.

Ira Michael Bouquet,
WWI registration card

Ira Michael Bouquet (1896-1966), son of Fred Bouquet and Clara
Kessels, and grandson of Michael Bouquet and Fredericka Ossenfort. Ira
grew up on Melrose Road. Bouquet Road name comes from his grandfather, Michael Bouquet, who served in the Civil War. [“The End of World
War I Centennial,” WHS 2018 Calendar, August.]

Starting in May 1917, a medical team from St. Louis, set up a hospital, US
Army Base Hospital 21, in the Normandy, France region. After the armistice,
the hospital continued to treat soldiers and ex-prisoners of war through January 1919. The hospital treated a total of 61,453 patients over 18 months.
[Post-Dispatch, 2/20/2018
Private Albert “Ollie” Hellencamp (1893-1918) was born in Orrville, the
son of George Hellencamp (1860-1931) and wife Sarah West (1854-1928)
both born into slavery near Centaur. On June 5, 1917, a 23-year old Ollie Hellencamp registered for the draft and was inducted into the Army on August 4,
1918 in Ferguson, Missouri. He joined Company B of the 805th Pioneer Infantry, an African American Infantry unit serving overseas on the French Front
from September 1918 until he was injured in action and died on November
5, 1918. Albert Ollie Hellencamp is buried at Mount Pleasant Cemetery on
Wild Horse Creek Road.
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Women in The Armed Forces – World War I
World War I ushered in the first time in United States history that women were
allowed to enlist in the Armed Forces. They were allowed into the Reserve
Forces. The intent of the Reserves were to take on support tasks to allow
able-bodied soldiers and sailors to enter the armed actions.
All we know about the young woman in the photo
to the left is that she apparently served during World
War I. Her uniform is very similar to the Navy Reserves “Yeomanette” uniforms during the War, but
we have no way to verify that. We do not know how
she served or where she served. But she is a local
symbol of the over 34,500 women country-wide
who served in some fashion for the Navy, Army and
Marines during the World War I years.
Orr Family Photo, “unidentified” female, WWI
(Source: WHS Image Collection)

Anti-German Sentiment
Anti-German sentiment rose as the war dragged on. The U.S. Congress passed
the Espionage Act of 1917. The Sedition Act of 1918 severely discouraged the
use of the German language in any written, spoken or sung modes. The Sedition Act also gave rise to vigilante organizations, such as The American Protective League, to keep tabs on and report anyone who wasn’t patriotic enough.
German-speaking church organizations were specifically targeted. [VonGruben, p 28-29.] By 1918 President Wilson requested all churches conducting
services in German to switch to English.
Several St. Louis Street names were renamed including Berlin Avenue to
Pershing Avenue, Kaiser Street to Gresham Avenue, Von Versen to Enright,
and Hapsburger Avenue to Cecil Place. The Berlin Hotel was renamed Bonair,
and even some traditional German stores and foods were renamed with either generic or patriotic names. [“The End of World War I Centennial,” WHS
2018 Calendar, July.]
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The Great War Ends:
Armistice Day Becomes Veterans Day
After four years of fighting, World War I ended November 11, 1918 when Germany signed an armistice agreement with the Allies. For their heroic actions
during the war, 121 men were awarded the Medal of Honor, the highest military
decoration presented by the U.S. government to a member of its armed forces.
Lemuel “Kitty” Boyd married Maude Poe after
the war. They had been sweethearts a long time.
“I was 12 at the start of the war, and Lemuel
went off to serve in the war. I thought he was
never going to come back, that he’d get killed.
I cried and cried. We were living in Glencoe
Hollow. On Armistice Day, when we heard that
the war was finally over, it was like a picnic.
Everybody came running outside, cheering.” —
Oral History given by Maude Poe Boyd
Lemuel “Kitty” Boyd, WWI
(Source: WHS Image Collection)

The Victory Medal was awarded to any member of the U.S. military who had
served in the armed forces from April 6, 1917 to the end of the war, and for
post-war service in Russia.
Armistice Day eventually became known as Veterans Day. [“The End of World
War I Centennial,” WHS 2018 Calendar, Inside Cover and November.]
1919 St. Louis hosted a huge downtown parade for the return of St. Louis’s
138th Infantry Regiment. The American Legion was founded in St. Louis and
met for the first time that day.
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In 1920, both Britain and France established unknown soldier tombs.

The United States Tomb of the Unknown Soldier in Arlington National
Cemetery was dedicated in 1921. There are burials of unknown soldiers
from each of the following wars: World War I, World War II, and Korea.
“Tomb as of November 11, 1922. The Tomb of 1931 would occupy
this same location.”
(Courtesy of Herbert French, Library of Congress)

In Conclusion
This chapter has covered the 59-year period of Meramec Township’s history
that is bookended by the Civil War and World War I and shows how this Township interacted with both the national and international events of the times.
In the next chapter, Meramec Township will experience the Roaring Twenties,
Prohibition, the Great Depression, World War II, the Korean Conflict, and beyond to 1995 which marked the incorporation of the City of Wildwood.

Celebrate the History of Wildwood - Era 1860 to 1919

165

Bibliography and “For Further Reading”
History of Wildwood – 1860-1919
Ancestory.com, various family histories and census information, accessed 2014-2018
“As they put it: In Her Shoes,” Gateway, Missouri History Museum, Spring 2017
University of Missouri, Bantin, James, ed., A Guide to Civil War Collections: Western Historical Manuscript Collection (Columbia, MO: University of Missouri-State Historical Society)
Baumann, Timothy E., “Just Below the Ground Surface: Archeology and St. Louis’s
African American Heritage,” Gateway Heritage, Summer 1999
Bernhard, Blythe, “During World War I, St. Louis hospital set up French outpost,” St. Louis
Post-Dispatch, 2/20/2018
Blesi, Sue, “County Was the Wild Wild West in the 1800s,” The Missourian, 7/15/15
Bliss, Paul S., Victory: History of the 805th Pioneer Infantry American Expeditionary
Forces (London: Forgotten Books, 2015)
Bitton, Wiley, History of the Civil War on the Border (Kansas: The Knickerboxer Press,
1899)
“Capture of Forty-Nine Prisoners,” The Missouri Republican, August 20, 1862, http://
digital.shsmo.org/cdm/compoundobject/collection/dmr/id/15716/rec/1, accessed
4/14/18
Center for American War Letters (CAWL), www.WarLetters.us
Chernow, Ron, Grant (New York: Penguin Press, 2017)
“Citizenship and Naturalization,” http://www.sd4history.com/Unit6/CitizenshipNaturalization.htm, accessed 5/24/2018
City of Wildwood, Historic Communities, www.cityofwildwood.com
City of Wildwood, Register of Historic Places, www.cityofwildwood.com
Civil War Centennial of Missouri, “The Civil War in Missouri 1861-1865: a war within
a war.” (Jefferson City: 1961)
Civil War Museum, “Benton Barracks,” http://www.thecivilwarmuse.com/index.

166

Era 1860 to 1919 -

Celebrate the History of Wildwood

php?page=benton-barracks, accessed 4/20/2018
Civil War St. Louis, “Gratiot Street Prison,” http://civilwarstlouis.com/Gratiot/gratiot.htm,
accessed 4/14/18
Civil War Trust, www.civilwar.org
Conservation Fund, Kennedy, Frances H. editor, The Civil War Battlefield Guide. Boston:
Houghton Mifflin Company, 1990
Country Beautiful Editors, Civil War: The Years Asunder (Waukesha, WI: Country Beautiful, 1973)
Cunningham, Norma Steines, “The Letters of Fredrick Steines: 1834-1840 – Translation,” Mascoutah, IL, 1999
Davis, Kenneth C., Don’t Know Much About the Civil War: Everything You Need to Know
About America’s Greatest Conflict But Never Learned (New York: Perennial, 2004)
Davis, William C., The Civil War: Brother Against Brother: The War Begins (Alexandria,
VA: Time-Life Books, 1983)
Eakin, Joanne Chiles, The Little Gods: Union Provost Marshalls in Missouri 18611865, 2 Vols (Independence, MO: Joanne Chiles Eakin, 1996
Elson, Henry W., The Civil War: Through the Camera (New York: Arno Press, 1979)
Equal Justice Initiative, Lynching in America: Confronting the Legacy of Racial Terror:
Report Summary, 2nd Edition (Montgomery, AL: Equal Justice Intiative, 2015)
Erwin, James W., Guerrillas in Civil War Missouri (Charleston: The History Press, 2012)
Erwin, James W., Guerrilla Hunters in Civil War Missouri (Charleston: The History
Press, 2013)
Erwin, James W., The Homefront in Civil War Missouri (Charleston: The History
Press, 2014)
Fox, Karen, “2015 Historical Calendar (Civil War) Research File,” Wildwood Historical
Society, Wildwood, MO, compiled 2014
Fox, Karen, Before It Was Wildwood: Roadside History of Western St. Louis, County,
Missouri (2019: Wildwood Historical Society, Wildwood, MO)

Celebrate the History of Wildwood - Era 1860 to 1919

167

Fox, Karen, Before It Was Wildwood: One-Room Schoolhouses of Meramec Township
(2016: Wildwood Historical Society, Wildwood, MO)
Fox, Karen, “Civil War Displays Research,” Wildwood Historical Society, Wildwood, MO,
compiled 2014-2017
Fox, Karen, “Elijah Madison: The Courage and Perseverance of One Man,” Gateway:
The Magazine of the Missouri Historical Society, Vol 38, Number I, Spring 2018
Fox, Karen, Wildwood Historical Society, “Slave History & Research,” 2 files, Wildwood,
MO, complied 2012-2014
Fox, Karen, Wildwood Historical Society, “World War I Research”; Wildwood, MO,
Complied 2014-2017
Grant, Ulysses S., The Personal Memoirs of Ulysses S. Grant
Harl, Joseph L.; Naglich, Dennis; and Nixon, Joseph M.; “Report of Phase I Reconnaissance Level Survey of Prehistoric and Historic Cultural Resources in the Wildhorse
Creek Drainage Basin,” January 1990
Hess, Earl J., Pea Ridge: Civil War Campaign in the West (Chapel Hill, NC: The University of North Carolina Press, 1992)
Hill, Suzanne, “St. Louis Newspapers Claimed Washington Was Not Patriotic: In 1917
Upon Entry Into World War I,” The Missourian, 11/25-26-2017
History Channel, “Deconstructing the History of the Unstoppable World of Tanks,”
https://www.history.com/news/world-of-tanks, accessed 3/27/2018
History Channel, “This Day in History,” various days, www.history.com, accessed,
2016, 2017, 2018
Hodes, Frederick A., Ph.D.; A Divided City: A History of St. Louis 1851-1876. Bluebird
Publishing Co., 2015
Horwitz, Tony, “PTSD: The Civil War’s Hidden Legacy,” Smithsonian Magazine,
January 2015
Library of Congress: Photo, Print, Drawing; https://www.loc.gov, accessed 2017, 2018
Library of Congress: Maps, accessed 2014-2018

168

Era 1860 to 1919 -

Celebrate the History of Wildwood

Little, Kimberly Scott, Ulysses S. Grant’s White Haven: A Place Where Extraordinary
People Come to Live Ordinary Lives, 1796-1885, National Park Service, US Department of Interior, 1993
Meyer, G.J., The World Remade: America in World War I, (New York: Bantam, 1917)
Missouri Digital Heritage, State of Missouri’s Civil War Timeline, https://www.sos.
mo.gov/history/timeline, accessed 2017-2018
Missouri Historical Society, The Civil War in Missouri 1861-1865, (Missouri: Missouri
Historical Society)
Missouri Humanities Council, “Missouri in World War I Centennial,” MO Humanities,
Fall 2017/Winter 2018
“Murder and Lynching,” Missouri Republican, 9/15/1868
National Park Service, US Department of the Interior, “Pea Ridge”
Museum History Museum, Images, accessed 2014-2018
National Park Service, “The Ray House,” https://www.nps.gov/wicr/learn/historyculture/the-ray-house.htm, accessed 6/11/2018
National Park Service, “Fort Donelson”
National Park Service, US Department of the Interior, “Ulysses S. Grant and Julia Dent
Grant at White Haven Farm: The Missouri Compromise in American Life” https://
www.nps.gov/IR/twhp/www/p/lessons/154whitehaven/154whitehaven.htm
National Park Service, “Ulysses S. Grant Timeline-Civil War Years – Ulysses S.
Grant National Historic Site,” https://www.nps.gov/ulsg/learn/historyculture/ulysses-s-grant-timeline
National Park Service, “Ulysses S. Grant Timeline-The Reconstruction Years – Ulysses
S. Grant National Historic Site,” https://www.nps.gov/ulsg/learn/historyculture/ulysses-s-grant-timeline
National WWI Museum, Kansas City, MO, https://www.theworldwar.org
Naval History and Heritage Command, “Uniforms of the U.S. Navy 1917-1918,”
https://www.history.navy.mil/content/history/nhhc/browse-by-topic/heritage/uniforms-and-personal-equipment/uniforms1917-1918.html, accessed 6/12/2018

Celebrate the History of Wildwood - Era 1860 to 1919

169

New York Times, General Orders No. 135, NYTimes-GenOrdersNo135-78719159.
pdf, accessed 4/14/18
Nischwitz, John, Collections of a Civil War Trivia Junkie, Vol I, (Eureka, MO: Monograph
Publishing, LLC, 2011)
O’Neil, Tim, “Civil War general recalled: Events mark 150th anniversary of last Missouri
battles,” St. Louis Post-Dispatch, 9/13/2014
O’Neil, Tim, “Look Back/250: St. Louis hustles to join railroad rage before Civil War,”
St. Louis Post-Dispatch, 6/7/2014
O’Neil, Tim, “Look Back/250: Watershed Slaver Case: Dred and Harriet Scott’s complaint electrifies a divided nation, ”St. Louis Post-Dispatch,” 5/25/2014
Orphan Train Depot Organization, http://orphantraindepot.org, accessed 4/21/18
“Over There: Missouri & The Great War,” www.missourioverthere.org
Patrick, Michael D; Trickel, Evelyn Goodrich, Orphan Trains to Missouri
Raasch, Chuck, “WWI commemoration will take fresh look at Missourian Pershing,”
St. Louis Post-Dispatch, 11/25/2016
Rombauer, Robert J, The Union Cause in St. Louis in 1861: An Historical Sketch (St.
Louis: Nixon-Jones Printing, 1909)
Sallee, Scott E, “The General’s Tour: Missouri! One Last Time: Sterling Price’s 1864
Missouri Expedition: ‘A Just and Holy Cause’”
Shapiro, Mary, “Century of Memories,” Press Journal
Scharf, John Thomas, History of Saint Louis and St. Louis County, 1883
Smithsonian, National Museum of American History, Kenneth E. Behring Center;
“Women in World War I,” http://americanhistory.si.edu/collections/object-groups/
women-in-wwi, accessed 6/12/2018
Smithsonian, National Museum of American History, Kenneth E. Behring Center;
“Women in World War I: Women’s Uniforms,” http://americanhistory.si.edu/collections/object-groups/women-in-wwi/women-s-uniforms, accessed 6/12/2018
Soldiers Memorial Military Museum, St. Louis, grand reopening, 11/3/2018

170

Era 1860 to 1919 -

Celebrate the History of Wildwood

Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War, http://www.suvcw.org, accessed 4/20/2018
Stengel, Richard, ed., Abraham Lincoln: An Illustrated History of His Life and Times
(New York: Time Books, 2009)
St. Louis County Parks Department, “Exhibit: Over There: World War I from Jefferson
Barracks,” Old Ordnance Room Museum, Jefferson Barracks County Park, 2018
St. Louis Post-Dispatch, various issues, 2000-2018
Stokesbury, James L., A Short History of World War I (New York: William Morrow, 1981)
Strand, Sarah, “The Orphan Train Riders,” St. Louis Genealogical Society Quarterly,
Vol. XXVII
Subscribers to the World’s Fair Fund, The Universal Exposition of 1904
Thomas, William L., History of St. Louis County Missouri, 1911
To the Sound of the Guns, “The ‘high water mark’ of his campaign: Price approaches
St. Louis,” https://markerhunter.wordpress.com/tag/prices-missouri-campaign, accessed 10/12/2014
U.S. National Archives & Records Administration, “War Department General Order
143: Creation of the U.S. Colored Troops (1863),” http://www.ourdocuments.gov/
doc.php?=35, accessed 4/14/2018
Vintage St. Louis and Route 66, various days, Facebook Page
VonGruben, Jill F., Before It Was Wildwood: Early Churches of Meramec Township
(2018: Wildwood Historical Society, Wildwood, MO)
VonGruben, Jill F., “History of Wildwood: 1700-1776,” Celebrate Wildwood Booklet.
2016: City of Wildwood and Wildwood Historical Society
VonGruben, Jill F., “History of Wildwood: 1776-1860,” Celebrate Wildwood: History.
2017: City of Wildwood and Wildwood Historical Society
War Department Commission on Training Camp Activities, Army Song Book, Washington: 1918
Washington Post, “Dred Scott descendant hears, accepts apology,” reprinted St. Louis
Post-Dispatch, 3/8/2017

Celebrate the History of Wildwood - Era 1860 to 1919

171

Watchman-Advocate, selected issues. (Clayton, MO)
Watchman-Advocate, History of St. Louis County Missouri: Compendium of Useful Information Written and Compiled from the Most Authentic Official and Private Sources
(Clayton, MO: 1920)
Watson, Catherine, “Missouri’s bloody Civil War battles,” Los Angeles Times, April
10, 2011, http://www.latimes.com/travel/la-tr-missouriwar-20110410-story.html, accessed 6/22/18
Wertz, Jay and Bearss, Edwin C., Smithsonian’s Great Battles & Battlefields of the Civil
War, New York: William Morrow and Company, Inc., 1997
White, Mel, Complete National Parks of the United States, 2nd edition, Washington,
DC: National Geographic
Wildwood Historical Society, “Civil War Research Files,” Wildwood, MO, compiled
2014-2017
Wildwood Historical Society, “D.N. Keeler Post, G.A.R. Research Files,” Wildwood, MO,
compiled 1999-2017
Wildwood Historical Society, “Family Files Research Files”-Various, Wildwood, MO,
compiled 1999-2018
Wildwood Historical Society, “Historic Communities Research Files”-Various, Wildwood, MO, compiled 1999-2018
Wildwood Historical Society, “Railroad Research files,” Wildwood, MO, compiled
2005-2016
Wilson, Miel and Moore, Bob, Researchers, “St. Louis Probate Court Records: Court
Ordered Slave Sales.” www.nps.gov/jeff/historyculture, accessed 2/06/2015
Winter, William C., Civil War in St. Louis – A Guided Tour (St. Louis: Missouri Historical
Society Press, 1994)
Wolk, Gregory, Friend and Foe Alike: A Tour Guide to Missouri Civil War. (St. Louis:
Missouri’s Civil War Heritage Foundation, Inc., 2010, 2012)
Wolk, Gregory, “Following Grant,” Missouri Life, April 2013

172

Era 1860 to 1919 -

Celebrate the History of Wildwood

Celebrate the History of Wildwood - Era 1860 to 1919

173

Chapter Four
N

W

E

S

Roaring Twenties, Prohibition,
the Great Depression, World War II, the Korean
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T

his chapter covers seventy years in the twentieth century during which
the United States suffered through the Great Depression, engaged in three
major wars, and experienced vast expansions in science and technology.

Post-World War ł (WWI) Effects

Each of the below occurrences not only affected the entrance into the 1920s,
each also set the stage for the remainder of the 20th Century. The effects of
World War I put in place the economic, political and military scenarios that exacerbated the Depression, ensured the fact that another major world war would
occur, set the stage for the Cold War and the geo-political events that sprang
from that. To understand our area’s losses during World War II, for example, we
first must understand the “why” so many of our young men and women left
to fight. This brief introduction is an attempt to supply the background for the
tumultuous remainder of the 20th century.
The Russian Revolution was fueled by the devastation caused by WWI combined with pre-existing political and economic issues in which the resulting
frustration boiled over to dissention. Civil war broke out and further devastated
the area. In 1922, the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (U.S.S.R.) was formed.
This new entity reshaped the entire continent politically, economically and militarily. The formation of the U.S.S.R. affected the world until 1991.
The avian-borne “Spanish Flu” Pandemic wreaked world-wide havoc from January
1918 through December 1920. It caused as many 50 million deaths internationally which is more deaths than the combined military deaths in World War I and
World War II. It was possibly the most destructive epidemic in human history. Troop
movements during WWI facilitated the flu to quickly spread world-wide. In the United States, October 1918 was the deadliest in the United States with hundreds of
thousands dying. “An internal American Red Cross report concluded, ‘A fear and
panic of the influenza, akin to the terror of the Middle Ages regarding the Black
Plague, [has] been prevalent in many parts of the country.” [Barry] People between
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the ages of 20 to 40 suffered this highest fatality rate. The loss of life in the United
States was “so severe that the average life span in the U.S. was depressed by 10
years.” [Stanford.edu, “Influenza”] In the short-term, “Most of the evidence indicates
that the economic effects of the 1918 influenza pandemic were short-term. Many
businesses… suffered double-digit losses in revenue.” [Garrett]
WWI had many lasting effects on the United States. The men and women
who returned injured often suffered catastrophic injuries. Plastic surgery techniques improved, while not sufficient by early 21st century parameters, were
life-sustaining for those in the early 1920s. The weaponized poisonous gasses used in trench warfare left survivors with serious lung impairments, skin
burns and blindness. Since the trenches were always filled with contaminated
water, serious conditions of trench foot and trench fever caused issues later
in life for veterans. There was the catastrophic invisible issue of Shell Shock
or Battle Fatigue. Veterans who were severely affected by what we now know
as Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) were often stigmatized. Individuals
with the most severe cases ended in mental hospitals for the remainder of
their lives. Most were able to return to their lives, but with the possibility of
“seeing combat zone scenes” during daily lives. [Pruszewicz]
WWI paranoia fueled who to hate and who to fear – and that meant, anyone
who was different. Intolerance increased. Anyone different included differences
in race, religion, and immigrants. Suspicions and fear of Germans continued
well into the 1920s. Ku Klux Klan violent activity increased during the Twenties.
“The United States became a nation of haters.” [Vega, “The 1920s”] The Emergency Quota Act of 1921 restricted immigrants from eastern and southern Europe. The National Origins Act of 1924 restricted or limited Japanese and Asian
immigrants and further tightened the immigration restrictions enacted in 1921.
Last, but certainly not least, three of the four main causes of World War II can
be traced to the concluding negotiations of World War I. Those reasons are: The
Germans felt that the main terms of the Treaty of Versailles (which ended WWI)
were too harsh; Hitler taking back land that had been removed from German
control after WWI was due to that Treaty; and the failure of the League of Nations to protect any of the member nations from aggression. The fourth main
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reason was the failure of the appeasement philosophy of the Munich Pact to
halt Nazi aggression. The appeasement was in reaction to the isolationism that
was prevalent after World War I.
World War I was named the “Great War” and “The War to End All Wars” – that
nothing so devastating would strike the world again. The grand summary that
can be drawn is that the conclusion of WWI, as it was negotiated, was what set
the stage for World War II to be a foregone conclusion.

The Roaring Twenties
To set the stage, for Meramec Township (roughly the area of present-day Wildwood), the 1920 U.S. Census listed only 3,747 people resided here. This was a
rural area whose main occupational source was agriculture. While life went on in
this area, there were national and international events which eventually affected
the everyday lives of our residents of the time.

Social, Political
and Economic Trends
Women Get the Vote
The 19th Amendment, which gave women the right to vote, was ratified on
August 18, 1920. This change did not happen overnight, nor did it occur peacefully. The Suffrage Movement in the United States worked for around 75 years
to accomplish the passage and ratification of the 19th Amendment. “Between
1870 and 1919, Missouri was a regular site for suffrage conventions, and notable suffrage leaders addressed the attendees of the convention and other suffrage events. During this period, Missouri women organized around the cause,
petitioned the legislature, and inspired those around them.” [Kelley] Women
who lobbied and peacefully demonstrated for this change were subject to arrest, jail-time, terror and abuse.
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President Woodrow Wilson was not initially in support of this Amendment. But
after over 10,000 women served in the Marines and Navy during WWI and
thousands went to work at home in support of the war effort, he stated his support: “We have made partners of the women in this war. Shall we admit them
only to a partnership of suffering and sacrifice and toil and not to a partnership
of privilege and right?” [Wilson Presidential Library] No wonder it was so important to Mrs. Poe’s story (which ended our last chapter) to vote in the November
1920 presidential election even though she could not write.
In 1920, the Girl Scouts established two new
badges to reflect these cultural changes. The Civics Badge became the Citizen’s Badge. A new
badge, “Business Woman,” reflected the increase
of women in the workforce due to WWI. This
badge enabled girls to learn clerical skills.
Girl Scouts “Citizen Badge,” 1920-27
Courtesy of Girl Scouts Make History, Proficiency Badges

The “flapper” became a defining image of the Roaring Twenties. They were
defined as young women “who liked living on the edge... who balked at being
chaperoned, suffragists, women aspiring to a career.” [Simon]

Woodrow G. Wilson (1856-1924)
Woodrow Wilson was the 28th U.S. President from 1913 to 1921.
Did you know that President Wilson was the first president to receive
a PhD.? His doctorate was in Political Science from Johns Hopkins
University. Find out more about President Wilson at The Woodrow Wilson
Presidential Library and Museum in Staunton, Virginia or online at
www.woodrowwilson.org
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The Twenties ushered in the Age of Consumerism, fueled by the thought there
would be eternal prosperity. Afterall, WWI was the “war to end all wars,” what
could possibly derail prosperity? For a large proportion of the country, it was the
first time there was truly “disposable income’ to spend on luxuries. The American economy benefited from mass production of consumer goods and the
development of a middle class. There was also an increase in consumer credit
and the cycle of increased purchasing power leading to increased buying on
credit began. The Twenties was the first decade where individuals could buy a
house via a loan and buy consumer goods on the installment plan and everyday people started investing in the stock market.
Warren G. Harding (1865-1923)
Warren G. Harding was the 29th U.S. President from 1921 to 1923.
Did you know that President Harding died due to a heart attack while in
San Francisco? Find out more at the Harding Home Presidential Site in
Marion, Ohio or at www.hardinghome.org.

The Great Migration
The increased prosperity in the northern urban areas, fostered the Great Migration of African-Americans. Many also migrated to the North in the belief
there would be less racially-based violence. Unfortunately, that was often a
misconception. From 1916 to 1930 an estimated 500,000 moved from the
rural south to urban areas in the North. “When the migration began, 90 percent
of all African-Americans were living in the South. By the time it was over, in the
1970s, 47 percent of all African-Americans were living in the North and West.”
Overall, there was a 5.4% increase in African-American population in Missouri.
[Wilkerson] Meramec Township experienced the effects of this migration. The
smaller black churches in our area closed due to lack of members. The Great
Migration set the stage for the growing insistence on fair treatment and rights
for all of America’s citizens.
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Entertainment Trends
Motion Pictures – the Movies – the first with sound was “The Jazz Singer”
with Al Jolson, followed by the first color movie in 1926 and the First Academy
Award, known as the Oscar, was awarded in 1927.
Radios were now a common household item. They were not only a source
of news and entertainment, but also to hear advertising and that further
fueled consumerism

Scientific and Technology Trends
Einstein announced he had completed the general theory of relativity. Einstein’s
work set the stage for immense changes in astronomy and physics in the coming decades. [Greene]

Electrification of Rural America
Electrifying the country was a powerful driver for the economy increasing from
35% of homes in 1920 to about 68% in 1929. But for rural areas, these percentages are deceptive. In comparison, only 2% of farms in 1920 had electricity
and that only increased to 9% in 1929. [Carter, et al]
Bagnell Dam was completed in 1931. The dam project and resulting Lake of
the Ozarks were built by the Union Electric Company (now AmerenUE) for the
purpose of hydroelectric production.
Electrification on Eatherton Road came to St. Paul’s Lutheran Church of Orrville
due to the Ladies Aid Society. “In 1934, electric current became available and
the ladies paid $53.28 to have the church and parsonage wired.” [St. Paul’s]
The Horstmann Farm is located on Fox Creek Road in the southern portion of
present-day Wildwood and has been in the same family since 1873. “There was
not electricity or telephone there until after World War II. The phone line was run
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first and then followed by electricity. Up until then the family had used oil lamps.
The last great uncle, Henry, did not want any part of ‘all that new-fangled stuff.’”
[WHS Bus Tour, 2001, pg 6-9.]

The Beginning of the Age of the Telephone -1920s
Alexander G. Bell, the inventor of the telephone, died in 1922. By then his 1876
invention had spread world-wide. His death was announced by the Board of
Trustees of the National Geographic Society. [Grosvenor]
“The Grover Home Mutual Telephone Company are putting up new cedar poles to
replace the old oak poles used on the Eatherton road.” [Watchman, 9/16/1910]
By the 1920s, most area residents had a telephone in their homes. [Wildwood
Days ‘97, pg 44] On the corner of Pond Road and Manchester, Mary Kesselring
sold the 60x75-foot corner to the Pond and Grover Telephone Company in 1920.

Orrville Stancil working on AT&T
phone line Manchester Road, 1924
(Source: Wildwood Days ’96)
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Transportation Trends

Planes, Trains and Automobiles
and
Horses, Mules, Boats, Goats, Bicycles,
Motorcycles to Space Travel
Horses and Mules
The netting on Lydia’s horse was for bug protection. Lydia and August Hill tended an orchard where Chesterfield Mall is today.

Lydia Hill of Melrose
posed with her horse and
buggy in 1916.
(Source: WHS image
collection)

Bill Klingler was one of a number of expert teamsters in the area who worked at
the clay pits and quarries in Rockwoods Reservation. His farm was on Melrose
Road in East Melrose. Mr. Klingler also was a teamster for the Johnson family
on their St. Albans farm.

William “Bill” Klingler and his
mule team
(Source: WHS image collection)
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Boats
Port Royal was a village located
west of Centaur. Longtime residents recalled when riverboats
like the one pictured above
would dock at Port Royal or Centaur to take on passengers for a
romantic night of dancing or theater. Port Royal is gone now, but
once was a busy place. The Rock
Island Railroad brought regular
River boats on the Missouri River
trains. Logs were funneled down
(Source: WHS image collection)
the bluff from the village, lashed
together and floated downriver to sawmills in St. Louis. The wood was also sold
to the steamboats that traveled up and down the river by area residents. “Even a
small (steam) vessel would have used 12 to 224 cords of hardwood each day.
People who wanted to sell lumber to the steamboats would simply stack the
wood next to the river and possibly start a fire to get the attention of the crew.”
[Taylor] There was also a sawmill at Centaur, Bates & Sons.

Goats

Lincoln Lewis of Glencoe in his “goat cart.” (Source: WHS image collection)
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Hardt Farm
Alvin Hardt instructing his sister,
Eleanor, on proper wagon etiquette,
ca 1916.
(Source: WHS image collection)

Trains
The MacArthur Bridge was the first railroad bridge over the Mississippi River at
St. Louis and opened in 1890.
The Centaur Depot served the
Rock Island Railroad, circa 1915.
Centaur was a noted lime manufacturing center.
(Source: WHS image collection)

Glencoe was a main stop on
the railroad line at the turn
of the century. There were
a number of nearby businesses, the largest of which
was the Glencoe Lime and
Cement Company which later became part of Rockwood
Reservation.

Glencoe Railroad Station
(Source: WHS image collection)
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WF&P RR in Glencoe
The Wabash, Frisco and Pacific Railroad (WF&P) in
the Glencoe area
of Wildwood was
named after the
Missouri-Pacific,
Wabash, and FrisWF&P Train (Source: WF&P)
co railroads which
had their main offices in St. Louis around 1939-1940. At the time young men, some still in high
school who were railroad fans would gather along the tracks to watch the trains.
One of the young men invited a group of about eight to his estate on Natural
Bridge Road near Brown Road in St. Louis, where they could pretend his long
twisting driveway was a railroad. They set up crossing signs and eventually, he
purchased a 12-gauge steam engine for them to play with. In time, they added
another steam engine, track and signals. As they played with their railroad, the
passing motorists noticed and stopped to ask for rides.
When the land they were on was repurposed, they purchased land in Glencoe
(Wildwood) and started building their railroad in 1961. The WF&P is proud to be
considered one of the top family attractions in the St. Louis area.
The WF&P is an all-volunteer association with a 501c standing. One of its members is the third generation volunteering for the WF&P. The WF&P follows the
same Operation Rules as the “Big Guys” including electronic signals along its
1-mile track. It has six operating steam engines (including the first two steam
engines, 180 and 400 that were purchased in 1940), and two diesel engines
along with a switch engine. With about 27 Revenue passenger cars, the railroad
typically carries about 60 passengers at a time. Passengers ride in gondolas, flat
cars, and blue passenger cars with sides and doors which can be reserved for
Special Needs passengers. [WF&P]
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Roads
The Missouri Department of Transportation (MoDOT) was created in 1913. In
Missouri, the grassroots movement for better roads got a large boost when voters in 1920 approved a $60 million bond issue for surfacing and grading state
roads. The “Lift Missouri Out of the Mud” campaign started in 1921. August
1921 also saw the Centennial Road Law which provided for the construction
of a modern system of highways. In 1937, it became “…’unlawful’ to drive
any motor vehicle on any highway of the state without either an operator’s or
chauffer’s license.” [MoDOT]

Kesselring Road Crew
(Source: WHS image collection)

John Paffrath’s road crew.
Charles and John Paffrath
were the road overseers
around Melrose for a number
of years, hauling gravel from
local creeks and then grading
smooth the roads.

Road Crews
William Kesselring, on the
left, with his bridge building
crew. They built small cement
bridges throughout the area
in the 1930s and 40s. Kesselring was a construction superintendent for the Willingham
Company, a St. Louis firm that
also built schools and other
commercial buildings.

Paffrath Road Crew
(Source: WHS image collection)
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At the turn of the 20th century,
roads were made and maintained by men, mules and horses. This photo from the early
1900s shows a road crew working on Forby Road. The man on
the front row, far right is Ernest
Mottert, the road overseer for
St. Louis County.

Constructing Route 100 – in Hollow
(Source: WHS image collection)

Eatherton Road
The Road was named after the Eatherton family from Virginia. William Eatherton came to Missouri in 1839. William lived in Pond. His son, James Robert
Eatherton “had a mill in Orrville and owned the historic Captain Tyler Farm.
James Robert married Martha Ball, the daughter of John Ball who founded Ballwin. Eatherton Road was an important route connecting the Missouri River ferry
to Manchester Road. Portions of Old Eatherton Road were realigned to Highway
109 in the 1930s.
“The property owners along the Eatherton road having agreed to furnish and
deliver gravel for the repair of same free of charge, the County Court last Monday appropriated $50 with which to pay spreaders and shovelers.” [Watchman,
12/01/1899]
Pond Road
The Ball-Essen home is on the
National Register of Historic Places
and can be seen on the west side
of Highway BA north of Babler
State Park. However, the back of
the house now faces Highway BA,
since the old Pond Road ran on
the west (front) side of the house.
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Route/Highway 100
In the photo to the right is the
Schueller Family ca 1888: (LR) Twins: Otto and Hugo; Caroline, Emma, Amanda, Rosa,
John, August, Charles Franz,
and Charles William. This
house was razed by the conSchueller Family Home, ca 1888 (Source:
struction of Manchester Road
WHS image collection)
in 1972. It stood between Hollow and Fox Creek near Metro
West Fire District’s Station 5 on Stark Lane and Highway 100.

The year of 1972 brought unexpected, drastic changes to our family’s lifestyle.
My parents were given the notification of the new plan to expand Highway
100 to a dual roadway. While most folks were elated to resolve heavy traffic
problems; my parents were devastated. The proposed area was right where
our house stood, on my parents’ 6 acres of property. There was no negotiation
– it was a done deal. We had no other choice other than our house be torn
down and rebuild or have our house moved to our remaining ¾ ace that was
left. My parents chose to have our house moved. It was quite an ordeal to prepare for. At the time, I was attending nurse’s training. I explained the unusual
situation to my Nursing Supervisor; that I felt the need to be present for this
rare spectacle and none the less to support my parents. She simply replied,
‘That’s not an excused absence.’ So, I begrudgingly had to attend school that
day of the big move. When I returned that evening our house was at the edge
of our remaining property! It remained up on jacks for quite a while until the
house could be placed on the new foundation. Meanwhile, we had to climb
up a ladder to get in and out of our house which was quite a feat with groceries or in a dress. That was definitely a significant memory, I’ll always remember while living in the town of Grover! Our house still remains in that place.
— July Meyer Friedhoff
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Route/Highway 109
In 1937, the Missouri Department of Transportation authorized Route 109 as
a state-maintained road as access to Babler Memorial State Park. Originally,
Route 109 just went from the Park to Highway C which was the portion of road
running north from Highway 109 intersection to Wild Horse Creek Road. In the
mid-1950s, the name of Route 109 was designated for the old Highway C from
where it met Route 109 south to Interstate 44. In 1999, Route/Highway C was
fully decommissioned in St Louis County. Route/Highway 109 now runs from
Wild Horse Creek Road on the north end to the intersection of Routes W and
FF on the south. The portion of roadway that goes to Babler Park was renamed
Highway BA-Babler Park Road.

Highway 109, circa 1940
(Source: Photo courtesy of: Image #200AA1-001, Missouri State Archives)

The above photo was taken by the Missouri Department of Transportation in
1940 south of Babler Park entrance looking south toward Pond Road. The road
was paved in 1934. “We had professional photographers on staff who regularly
took photographs of roads, bridges, scenery and other things for various highway department publications and public awareness reasons, as well as document the system at the time – and I’m grateful to them.” [Historian, MoDOT]
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LaSalle Institute on Highway 109,
(aerial) ca 1940s
(Source: WHS image collection)

Visible in the foreground is Highway 109 paralleled by the railroad leading to
Rockwoods Reservation. “When it was decided to build a road to connect Manchester Road with Eureka, the road commissioner had it routed through La Salle. Medals were put up to St. Joseph all along the proposed route and prayers
were said. Octavien Gabriel surveyed the current 109 route and ‘saved’ La Salle
from being split apart by the highway. He is buried in La Salle’s cemetery.” [WHS
Bus Tour, 2002, pg 6]
Federal Interstate Highway System began in 1956 with the enactment of
the Federal-Aid Highway Act.
By the early 21st century, the Greater St. Louis area has grown accustomed
to Highways and Interstates connecting in all directions. But easy road access
wasn’t always available and expansion often wasn’t welcomed. “In 1952, about
450 people turned out to oppose a plan to extend Highway 40 eastward past
its then current dead end at Brentwood Blvd. and Eager Road. At a hearing, they
heard details of the planned route through Richmond Heights into downtown.”
[Vintage, April 21]

Katharine is the great-granddaughter of William Rosenbaum
and Anna Hencken. Anna was the last Hencken to live in the historic
Hencken Home. “I grew up in Ferguson. There were no highways that
would assist in making the trip shorter or faster. I just remember it took
a very long time to drive out to the Hencken Home and perhaps that’s
why we didn’t make the trip very often.”
— Katharine McGee
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Highway T (St. Albans Road) was constructed in the 1930s. It was built to
provide better access to St. Albans Farms, a 7,500-acre privately-held dairy. It
was one of the largest suppliers to the St. Louis area. Today St. Albans Farms
is the St. Albans community and golf course. After the incorporation of the City
of Wildwood, the Highway T has become popularly known as St. Albans Road.
[Fox, Roadside]

Bicycles
Bicycling became very popular in the late 1800s and early 20th century. The
Pond Hotel was a favorite stopping point. “Placing markers was a tradition of
cycling clubs. They were typically placed at sites that were destinations for early
cyclists.” [Fox, Roadside, pg 6]

Left image: Smith Hill Marker (Source: Photo credit, Karen Fox, 2016)
Right image: Smith Hill Marker erected by St. Louis Cycling Club, ca. 1921
(Source: Missouri History Museum,
Identifier N44598)

The Smith Hill Marker was placed on the farm of Victor Smith, “whose courtesy
and good fellowship was ever unfaltering.” [MHM online. “cycling.”]
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Left image: Close up of St. Louis Cycling Club monument dedicated to William M.
Butler, ca. 1923 (Source: Missouri History Museum, Identifier N44569)
Right image: St Louis Cycling Club members gathered around a monument
erected by the club to fellow cyclist, William M. Butler, ca 1923
(Source: Missouri History Museum, Identifier N31020)

Miss Emma Essen’s Pond Hotel was a popular stop, if for no other reason, it was
for her ever-popular fried chicken.

For the City of Wildwood’s 10th Anniversary Celebration (2005),
the Tour de Wildwood Bike ride was started and has continued to the
present day. Wildwood is a destination for people riding on the road,
on the many miles of trails and on mountain bike trails. The Tour was
given a designation of Honorable Mention by the League of
American Bicyclists in 2015.
•
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Motorcycles

Frank Caesar on his
Indian motorcycle in the
Melrose area circa
1916 (Source: WHS
image collection)

Cars & Trucks
In 1900, the automobile was only for racing or for the very rich. Yet by the
Twenties, the auto was available for many. This increased mobility. With more
reliable cars, existing roads needed to be improved and other roads needed to
be built. This reliable mobility fostered the beginning of the suburbs. But more
cars brought the need for driving laws.
There were times, though, when there were conflicts between horses and those
new-fangled “machines” as told by this April 12, 1913 article in the Watchman-Advocate: “Mr. and Mrs. Edw Gruben and daughter had quite an accident
Sunday night. Their horse became frightened by an automobile and turned the
buggy over. They received severe bruises and other minor scratches, but are
doing nicely under the care of
Dr. J.W. Dean.”
In 1916, Irma Deuser is posing on
the St. Louis and Kirkwood Auto
Express. Herman Kreienkamp first
started a freight company with
horse and buggy. His son, Otto,
continued with this truck. Around
1920, he sold the business to Ed
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Schalk. Besides the train, Ed Schalk’s freight company was about the only way farmers and businessmen in far West County could ship their goods to market or receive
much needed supplies. Schalk, or one of his crew (Harvey Krueger, Hicks Jaeger
and Herman Jaeger) would start near the county line and pick up anything the people along his route wanted to send to town to be sold for cash. On the return trip,
Schalk would deliver items to local stores or to farmer’s homes.
Harry Atwell drove this truck in
1934-35 to St. Louis where he
delivered milk from local farms
to Pevely Dairy.

Harry Atwell drove Pevely Dairy milk truck
1934-35 (Jan)
(Source: WHS image collection)

The Missouri State Highway Patrol was not created until 1931.

The St. Louis Police Chief blamed
the Depression for an increased
traffic problem because auto owners were often not able to fix their cars and
that neglect was causing more accidents.

Service Stations/Garages
Mechanic Casper Kroenung working on a truck
at Bauer’s Garage in 1936. The garage was
housed in what became Haenni’s Antiques located at northwest corner of Manchester and
Pond Roads.
Bauer’s Garage later moved to the building directly across the highway from the Big
Bauer’s Garage (Source:
WHS image collection)
Chief Restaurant. Bauer’s sold the business to
Atwell’s who changed the name to Pond Motors. In the 1960s, Casper Kroenung leased Pond Motors from Harry Atwell.
Casper had such a great reputation as a mechanic that motorists as far away as
Illinois would come to his shop to have him fine tune their cars. There still is an
auto repair shop there.
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Rolla Fick’s Service
Station was located on
Manchester Road in Grover (just west and south
of the present-day New
Community Church) and
was a thriving business.
But by 1984, it was no longer open and the site had
deteriorated. Later it was
(Source: Painting: “Grover Texaco” by Stan Masters (1922-2005) watercolor on paper, Collection
sold to Cross Oil CompaWilliam Wefel, used with permission)
ny whose subsidiary is the
locally well-known Froesel
Oil Company. Froesel’s service station was located near the northwestern corner
of Manchester and Clarkson Roads. Froesel Oil Company is still in existence in
Ellisville. The above-pictured building is no longer in existence.
Fox Creek Garage

Left image: Fox Creek Garage (Source: WHS image collection)
Right image: Manchester Road, Schott’s Hill
ca early 1920s (Source: WHS image collection)
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Henry Gaehle’s general repair shop on Highway 100 opened in 1917. He sold the
garage to his nephew, Edward Schott, in 1920. Mr. Schott obtained a franchise
from General Motors to sell their first Pontiacs. Edward added onto the building and
his new and used car business was named Fox Creek Garage. The road in front of
the garage, was part of the historic Route 66, was paved in the mid-1920s.
“Besides the repair business, Ed somehow became interested in selling cars. One
of his first ventures involved selling Ford Model T’s he obtained through Manchester Motors, a Ford automobile and Fordson tractor dealer in Manchester, Missouri.
Later he also sold the Oakland automobile. In 1926 when General Motors released the first Pontiac, he began selling them as well… Sometime later, Ed Schott
became a franchised Pontiac dealer and could take delivery of the cars himself.”
“…throughout the life of the business, the majority of the employees were
relatives… In 1936, my father, Elmer ‘Mick’ Schott, started working at the
young age of 14 as well. With their school days behind them after grade 9,
their working days had begun…
“…the business name changed to Schott’s Garage…Ed’s daughter came to work in
1941. Her work there was short-lived, as the shop temporarily closed due to the war.
Ed reopened the shop just prior to the end of the war. “During the late ‘50s as
business continued to grow, there was a need for additional space. The only
space available to expand the business was to the east. In order to build the
new addition, the foundation had to be dug around the existing cistern. The
new ‘one car’ showroom was built above the cistern, and with the addition of
an electric pump, this now allowed for running water and indoor restrooms! It
also included a forced air fuel oil furnace. This replaced the old hand-stoked
coal furnace that had only one central grate in the middle of the floor.”
“In 1966, the business name was changed to Schott’s Pontiac… During the
peak years of 1960-1970, Schott’s Pontiac sold 300 new Pontiacs and more
than 700 Used cars… On July 30, 1971, Schott’s Pontiac terminated their selling
agreement with Pontiac Motor Division… Gilbert and Mick continued to run an
auto repair shop for all makes and models of American cars under the name of
‘Schott’s Auto Service Center, Inc.’ until 1985 when they retired.” [Schott]
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Kern Service Station
John A. Kern bought the property on the northwest corner of Pond and Manchester Roads in 1893. He opened a blacksmith and wagon shop in an old
carpentry shop that was there. Later he built the business building and a home.
By 1930, his business at that location was Kern Service Station. The building
became Haeni Antiques, followed by a heating & cooling company.
Koch – Ford Motor Co.
In 1914 Jacob Koch opened a Ford Motor Co. in Pond. Harry Rosenkoetter
bought a car and became the first person in Pond to own one and it was a
Model T Ford.
Poertner’s Garage
Poertner’s had a Grover
phone number but was
located in Hollow.

Poertner’s filling station in Hollow ca 1930
(Source: WHS image collection)

Advertisement for Poertner’s Garage.
(Source: WHS Museum Collection, Photo credit: Jill VonGruben, 2019)
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Aerospace Industry

The Spirt of St. Louis airport, located in present-day Chesterfield Valley, did not
open until August 30, 1964. It opened as an executive airpark and FBO (FixedBased Operator). On January 1, 1980, this airport began operations as a St. Louis County Government-owed and self-supporting airport. 2014 was the airport’s
50th anniversary year. [Spirit]
Prior to our local airport opening, the St. Louis area has been front and center
in the aerospace industry. During World War II (1941-1946). “the Curtiss-Wright
Aeroplane Factory in unincorporated St. Louis County blended research, design
and production of air power for military aviation purposes. Planes were designed, built and flown directly out of the building into the field – contributing
immensely to the mobilization effort on the home front for both the Allied Forces and U.S. Military.” [NPS, Curtiss-Wright]
McDonnel-Douglas has been a major influence not only in national, but international, research and manufacturing. When Curtiss-Wright closed their St. Louis
plant in 1945, the six-year old McDonnell Aircraft Company took over the Lambert
Field complex. In 1958 the McDonnell F4H “Phantom” made its first flight and
went on to establish 15 world records. [Vintage, 5/27/19] McDonnell Aircraft and
Douglas Aircraft Company merged to form McDonnel-Douglas in 1967. In 1997,
McDonnel-Douglas merged with Boeing Company. While not located in the area
of present-day Wildwood, McDonnel-Douglas and Boeing have been an employer of past and current residents. As you will read below, this St. Louis-based operation has been involved in aircraft and spacecraft research for decades.

Airplanes
On March 20, 1922 the Aero Club of St. Louis voted to name its new airfield at
Bridgeton after Albert Bond Lambert, who was president of the club. [Vintage, 3/20]
On March 9, 1926 Albert Bond Lambert offered to sell his Bridgeton flying field
to the City of St. Louis. He warned the city would be “left off the aviation map”
as air routes were developed if the City didn’t have a municipal flying field.
On May 10, 1927 Charles Lindbergh took off from San Diego in his new plane,

Celebrate the History of Wildwood - Era 1920 to 1990

199

“Spirit of St. Louis.” He arrived at Lambert Field 14 hours and 25 minutes later, a
new record from the west coast. He rested for a day then took off for New York.
On May 20th, he took off for Paris.
In 1933 the first terminal building was dedicated at Lambert Field. It was described as “A Union Station of the Air.” It was criticized as being too large; after
all it could handle four planes at once! Ground was broken for the project on
March 4, 1932. [Vintage, 3/4, 4/14] In 1956, the current main terminal was
opened. The original 1933 terminal was demolished in 1978. [Vintage, 3/4]

Space Travel

Wild Horse School 8th
grade graduation class
ca 1937
(Source: WHS image
collection)

Humans have always reached beyond their own boundaries to conquer the
next village, town, region or country. In 1915 the National Advisory Committee
for Aeronautics (NACA) was formed in 1915 to promote aeronautical research.
On October 1, 1958, this agency was dissolved and the National Aeronautics
and Space Administration (NASA) was formed.
In the 1930s, McDonnell Aircraft Corporation made St. Louis its headquarters.
That put St. Louis in the spotlight for legendary civilian and military aircraft.
In 1953, a young African American mathematician, Katherine Johnson, was hired
by NACA. From 1953 to 1958, Johnson worked alongside fellow mathematician,
Dorothy Vaughn and others, in a racially segregated section until 1958 when
NASA was formed. Johnson recalled, “In the early days of NASA women were not
allowed to put their names on the reports…” It was the trajectory calculations of
Johnson and others in her group that would help launch the Mercury and Apollo
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spaceflights propelling Alan Shepard and John Glenn into space. [Org. of Black
Aerospace Professionals]
While space exploration would have started within the scientific community,
the push - the race - was specifically tied to the Cold War agendas of the two
superpowers: the United States and the U.S.S.R.
•
After the Soviets beat the United States into space with the launch of Sputnik 1 on
October 4, 1957, there were Sputnik watch parties – telescopes and binoculars
aimed at the sky to see this little white dot tumble across the night sky. In December 1957 the U.S. failed on its first attempt to launch a satellite when it exploded
on the launchpad. But by January 1958, the U.S. was successful with its launch of
Explorer I which would go on to discover the Van Allen radiation belt.
But prior to Sputnik, “James S. McDonnell tasked 45 engineers in St. Louis to
start working on the first manned spaceship. That foresight made St. Louis
ground zero for America’s first human spaceflight program, Project Mercury,
and McDonnell manufactured 20 space capsules to send the first Americans
– and chimpanzees – into space, and much of the simulation and the training
of America’s first astronauts underwent happened in St. Louis… McDonnell
produced 10 manned Gemini capsules in St. Louis. The Gemini program was
the runup to the Apollo program to land man on the moon.” [Lloyd]
•

In April 1959, NASA selects its first seven military pilots to become the U.S.’s first
astronauts: The Mercury Seven.
John F. Kennedy’s Address on the Space Effort in September 1962 challenged
the country to explore space: “We choose to go to the moon in this decade and
do the other things, not because they are easy, but because they are hard…”
[Kennedy, Space]
In March 1966, two planes left St. Louis – one carried the Gemini Nine Space Capsule built at McDonnel Aircraft. The other carried the bodies of astronauts Bassett
and See who were killed in late February when their jet trainer crashed in St. Louis.
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April 21, 1981 saw the first launch of a Space Shuttle and by June 18, 1983
Astronaut Sally Ride became the first American woman in space.
The Challenger Disaster occurred on January 28, 1986. The Challenger Space
Shuttle exploded at time of lift off at Cape Canaveral, Florida. President Ronald
Reagan addressed the country that evening: “The future doesn’t belong to the
faint-hearted but to the brave… We will never forget them nor the last time we
saw them, this morning, as they prepared for their journey and waved goodbye,
and slipped the surly bonds of Earth to touch the face of God.” [Reagan]
In 1968, Apollo 8 returned to earth with amazing photographic images
from space.
On July 20, 1969, the United States met President Kennedy’s goal of going to
the moon within the decade. Astronaut Neil Armstrong set foot on the moon.
Armstrong’s quote as he stepped on the moon, “One small step, one giant
leap for mankind.”

Camp Wyman
Camp Wyman was founded by
Frank Wyman, on rented property
on the southern border of present-day Wildwood. It has been a
haven for disadvantaged children
since 1900. In 1910 Wyman approached Peyton Carr (who owned
the home that is now the MarianCamp Wyman
(Source: WHS image collection)
ist Retreat Center) for assistance in
purchasing the land for Camp Wyman. Carr provided half of the $3,500 required to purchase the 85-acre farm. In
1922 the name was changed to “The Frank Wyman Outing Farm for Children.”
In 1937, the name became “Camp Wyman” during which time about 200
children each got to spend two-week sessions at the camp. [Wyman] In 1976,
Camp Wyman opened its 250+ acre site as it expanded its programs for teens.
The programs developed there have been proven effective in helping at-risk
youth and continues in that role today.
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Historic Businesses
Irv’s General Merchandise Store
Lyle Atwell Wright and Ivory Amelia Rosenbaum Wright owned the store. Their
store was located approximately where the present-day entrance to New College Road and Hwy 109. After Irv’s closed and prior to the development of the
St. Louis Community College – Wildwood facility, the Wrights’ store was home
to Bader’s Meat Market and Ed Holthaus Realty.
Mae Head’s Store
A store opened in the Village of St. Albans in 1892. John Pfieffer took over the
store in 1915. Mae Head, John’s daughter, took the store over in 1941. She ran
the store until her death 2002. Currently the store is closed for remodeling and
is scheduled to reopen in Spring 2020.
Poertner’s Grove & Store
Henry Poertner and his wife, Rosena Nitz, operated a store near their home
on Manchester Road in Hollow. Their store and grove were one of many local
establishments that fronted on the north side of historic Route 66, located approximately where Hencken Road “t’s” into Manchester Road.
The store served as Grover’s post
office beginning in 1888. John
Brown was the first postmaster,
followed by Louis Fick (1890) and
William Holmes (1934).
Frederick Rettker bought the four
acres and built his store in 1879.
Rettker-Fick-Funk Store/Post Office in
Grover ca 1900
He lost the store and property in
(Source: WHS image collection)
1880. C. Frederick Ossenfort
purchased the property and it then
was purchased by Fick Family. In 1921, L.J. and Louisa Funk purchased the
store and land on the south side of Manchester Road just east of its intersection
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with Eatherton Road. He operated it as a general store along with the grove and
dance hall. The Grover Telephone Exchange was housed in the store. Elections were held in the large room upstairs during the winter and in the dance
hall during the summer. When electric service became available, L.J. Funk was
instrumental in having this service provided to the local residents.
The meetings of the Modern Woodmen and the Horse Thief Protective Association were held at the store.
During WWII, Red Cross meetings for women who volunteered to sew and knit
for the servicemen were also held at Funk’s Store.
A soda and ice cream stand was open
on Sundays and served as a stopping
place for many who took a Sunday drive
in the country.
In 1953, Elmer and Mildred von Gruben Funk purchased the property from
Elmer’s parents, L.J. and Louisa. They remodeled the store space to make it a
more modern grocery store and to make
the upstairs into living quarters. When
the Grover Public Water Supply District was started, meetings were held in
Funk’s Store and Grove Stand
the hall and people came there to sign
(Source: WHS image collection)
up for the water service. The store closed
when Elmer retired on December 31, 1976. The family lived there until they sold
the building. The building became the first city hall for the City of Wildwood.
Kesselring’s store, tavern and dance hall
In 1911, Charles Kesselring purchased the property on the southeast corner
of Christy and Manchester Roads. Henry and Laura Willming ran a saloon there
for the Kesselrings. Eventually the Kesselrings took over the tavern and ran the
business along with their dance hall. They called it the Wayside Inn, the local
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residents referred to it
as “Kesselrings.” The
building later saw several restaurant versions
of the “Pond Inn.”
The building is still
standing
and
has
housed several versions of the Pond Inn
Bill and Mary Kesselring in their combination
store and bar.
Restaurant. Next door
(Source: WHS image collection)
to the east, is where
Kesselring’s Hall once
stood. Many dances and celebrations were held in the Hall.
Kreienkamp’s Store
In the 1920s and 1930s,
Elizabeth and Otto Kreienkamp had an orchard
with a variety of fruit trees
on their farm that 70 years
earlier had been a vineyard
and winery.
Otto Kreienkamp’s orchard behind store

The Kreienkamp Store is
(Source: WHS image collection)
the only remaining building from the failed planned town of Central Melrose which was platted by
Charles H. Haven in 1853. The building dates from the early 1870s. Herman
Kreienkamp operated the store from 1870-73. Emil Hardt ran the store for several years and then Charles Julius Hardt sold it to Herman in 1896. Herman
died in 1924 and his son and daughter-in-law, Otto and Elizabeth ran the store.
After that time, their son, Ralph, and daughter, Mae, ran the store. In 1988 they
sold the store to be a private residence. Kreienkamp’s is located at the intersection of Melrose and Ossenfort Roads. The store is listed on the National Register
of Historic Places.
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Sutton’s Store in Monarch
(Source: WHS image collection)

Although not visible in the picture
of Uther’s Store on Melrose Road in
East Melrose, the sign that proudly
hung on the side of this building for
advertisement is part of the Wildwood Historical Society’s collection.

Beginning in 1895, William Sutton
served as postmaster of the Monarch
post office from his store by the railroad
tracks. The post office closed in 1907.
Remains of his store can still be found
at this site across the railroad tracks from
Wildwood’s Kohn City Park located at
Centaur and North Eatherton Roads.

Uhter General Merchandise, ca 1920
(Source: WHS image collection)

Fred Uhter was born in Germany
around 1825. He arrived in the United States in 1848 and was in Boles Township just west of Melrose by 1860. His son, Fred Uhter, Jr. operated a general
store in Melrose on Melrose Road closer to where Melrose meets Highway 100.
The store was known for its shoes. After his retirement, his son and daughterin-law, Elmer and Mary, operated the business. The store remained in operation
until the 1950s and became a private residence. It was finally demolished in
the late 1990s.

I rode in Theodore’s 1947 Chevrolet with Rose and Theodore to
Uhter’s Store in Melrose. My grandmother, Rose, went to Uhter’s to buy fabric
for sewing aprons. I remember tagging along, it must have been between
1953-56. Grandma Rose made aprons, dresses, and bonnets for the family.
Also she used old feed sacks called gunny sacks to make clothing items,
like aprons, that never wear out.
— Robert Wardenburg, July 2018
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Wetterers-Koch’s-Glaser’s
The building on the northeast corner of Eatherton and Manchester Roads began as the Wetterers’ blacksmith shop. From the Twenties through the Forties,
the building became Koch’s store. It became Glaser’s Hardware Store from
the Fifties through the Seventies and the Post Office was located inside the
store. The building’s later uses were Clancy’s Mercantile, Wells & Company
and currently, The Porch.

Koch’s Market, ca 1924-25 Albert, Harold,
Forrest (Jim), and Marie Koch
(Source: Courtesy of Roger Koch, 2019)

Koch’s Market, ca 1933 Halloween Season (left-right) Forrest (Jim) Koch, Albert
Koch, and Harold Koch
(Source: Courtesy of Roger Koch, 2019)

Glaser’s Hardware Store in Grover was run by Homer Glaser. (Homer was the
brother of Harry Glaser who owned Glaser’s Mercantile in Gumbo.) It carried
all of your hardware needs. Both Homer and his wife, Emily, were very adept
at selling you the exact part needed to complete your repair project.”
— Robert Wardenburg, July 2018

Wetzel’s, and later Grauer’s, General Store
Wetzel’s General Store was
just west of the Pond Hotel, near
the southeast corner of Manchester Road and Maple Avenue. The
Wetzel’s sold the store to Everett and Edith Grauer. The Grauer family operated a store in this
Wetzel’s – Grauer’s store
building on Manchester Road in
(Source: WHS image collection)
the 1930s. When the Grauer’s re-
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tired, the store became Seabaugh Furniture Company.
Seabaugh Furniture and Decorating Company was started in 1930 by
Peter B. Seabaugh in his back yard. He began it as a part-time business to
supplement the family income during the Depression. Over the decades, the
business has had several locations. Seabaugh Furniture has operated in the old
Grauer Store building since 1989.
Wetzel’s General Store moved further out on Manchester Road, west of Bethel
Methodist Church but on the north side of the road. The building eventually
became Haenni Antique Shop.

Postcard depicting the Big Chief Highway
Hotel in 1929.
(Source: WHS image collection)

Big Chief Highway Hotel
Historically, Big Chief on Manchester Road in Pond, served as
a resting place for road-weary
motorists traveling historic Route
66 between Chicago and Los
Angeles. It also served as a gas
station and sold groceries. The
Big Chief is listed on the National
Register of Historic Places.

An advertisement from the
1930s read, “BIG CHIEF CABIN HOTEL – Pond, Mo., on U.S. 50, 24 miles west
of St. Louis, 62 fireproof apartments, comfortable beds, clean linens, hot and
cold water, showers, wash-stands, toilets, private garage, screened windows,
modern and sanitary, beautiful dining room and tap room, the best of its kind in
the country. 600 foot drilled well, drilled water under supervision of State Geological Dept., beautiful shade trees, in the Meramec River resort district the playground of St. Louis. Private lake. Popular prices and real southern hospitality.”
It opened as a motor court as well as a restaurant. “Only 21 miles from St. Louis,
and paved all the way.” Advertisement for Big Chief [Wildwood Days ‘98, pg 24]
Harold Schnarr remembered that “they had a fine restaurant… The dining room
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was Spanish design and had a full menu with fried chicken and steak dinners
for 75 cents.” Edward Von Gruben said that “the Big Chief was popular with drivers who delivered new cars to the auto dealers. They would drive one car and
tow a second one, and he said that as many as 40 drivers would sometimes
stay overnight at the Big Chief.” [Daub]
After the new route for Highway 66 was opened, this stretch of Manchester
Road was off the beaten path and the restaurant closed. The cabins were later
used as apartments. The cabins and their garages eventually fell into disrepair.
The old cabins were demolished and just a couple of buildings remain today.
The Aceto Family was involved in the restaurant in the Fifties and Sixties. Big
Chief was many things over the decades including a re-sale shop and a landscaping company. The restaurant reopened in the mid-1990s, under its current
management since 2012. In 2019, this historic building celebrates its 90th
anniversary. The building is listed on the National Register of Historic Places.
Big Chief is located on Manchester Road across from Wildwood Middle School.
Pond Hotel
The building in which the Pond Hotel operated was built perhaps as early as
1840 by Cyrus Speers. Speers sold it to John Hilkenkamp in 1846 who in
turn sold it to Johann Dreinhoeffer in 1847. The Pond Hotel was a stop along
the stagecoach route. Dreinhoeffer leased the building to Friedrich Essen and
Fritz Rengstorff in 1853 to take over the operation of the store that was already there. Essen later purchased the store property along with other acreage.
Essen’s widow continued with the business after Friedrich died in 1870. After a
major fire in 1875, the building was reconstructed on the stonework foundation
and bricks walls. By the early 20th century, there was a hotel in operation by
Emma Essen. Emma lived there until her death in 1940. The hotel and restaurant were a popular place for bicyclists in the Twenties for dinner or to spend
the night. The building continued to be used as a hotel and restaurant until
1951. Through the mid-1950s, it was used as an apartment building and antique shop. Later it became a private residence and an antique shop. The hotel
building was located on the southwest corner of Christy Avenue and Manchester Road, across Christy from the Pond Inn. Years later, the Pond Hotel fell into
disrepair and abandonment and was ultimately demolished in 2013.
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One place I remember well in Pond was Miss (Emma) Essen’s
Hotel. Miss Essen was an old maid, a sister to Lottie Kern. Miss Essen’s was
a popular place to eat because she was a wonderful cook. People came
all the way out from St. Louis to eat there.
— Maude Poe Boyd

Bates Photo Studio
Bates Photo Studio was located on Wild Horse Creek Road in a location that is
now in Babler Park. Mr. Bates is buried in the Essen Cemetery on Highway 109.
Fahr Greenhouses
The Fahrs Greenhouses have been in the Fahr family since 1950 when Leonard and Dorothy Fahr moved to Pond from Ballwin where they had operated
a poultry farm in the 1940s. From 1950 to 1967, the Fahrs grew flowers. The
Fahrs have been growing poinsettias since 1971. [Holleman]

When Leonard died in 1967, Dorothy had no choice but to use what she had
learned from Leonard and keep the business going. Dorothy found it harder
than she expected because companies which had sold supplies to them in the
past would not give her credit because she was a woman with no husband.
Only one supplier continued to sell to her on credit. Dorothy was not deterred;
she was able to get all the supplies needed from Hummert Seed Company,
the one company who would sell to her. Hugo and Norman stood with her
and helped her keep the business going. Dorothy should be remembered for
her tenacity to take care of her family and the family business in the face of
prejudice against a woman head-of-household and business owner.
— Mary Fahr Bellrose

Pevely Dairy Farm
Originally known as the Milliken Farm, the several hundred-acre parcel was purchased in 1921 by Daniel Kerckhoff, the President of Pevely Dairy. Pevely Dairy
Company was sold to Prairie Farms Dairy in 1989. The Kerckhoff family leased
208 acres to Pevely Farms Golf Course in 1997. The Golf Course is located on
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Lewis Road in the southeastern portion of present-day Wildwood. 210 acres
of the remaining acreage changed hands several times until 2014 when it was
sold to Payne Family Homes for residential development near the golf course.
B&W Concrete Company
B&W Foundations was started by Mike Branson in the early 1970s and is still
family-owned and now in its second generation. The business is located on
Manchester Road just west of Big Chief Restaurant and across Manchester Road
from Wildwood Middle School. [B&W]
Kelpe Contracting
Claude “Red” Kelpe began his contracting company in Grover in 1960. His
company grew and needed larger space and moved to where it is located
today. The company is still in the Kelpe Family. “Throughout the existence of
the company, the company has developed a reputation for uncompromising
quality and professionalism for its services. The company is pleased that much
of its business has come from referrals and are proud of what this says about
its excellent performance level.” The business is located near the intersection of
Highway T/St. Albans Road and Manchester Road. [Kelpe]
Centaur Lime Company
Anton Leiweke created a company town, Centaur, in 1889.
His land included large tracts
now occupied by Babler State
Park. By 1909, Centaur Lime
Company had acquired most
of the original Coleman planThe Leiweke House
(Source:
WHS image collection)
tation and parts of the Tyler
plantation. The remaining town
buildings stand near where Centaur Road crosses the rail road tracks.
Besides Anton Leiweke’s Centaur Lime Company, Centaur also was home to
a booming business in staves. A post office was located there as well from
which many nearby residents received mail via rural carrier routes. In 1891, Mr.
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Holtschneider became the first postmaster of Centaur Station. Members of the
Leiweke family served thereafter beginning in 1900. This post office closed in
1959. There was also a lumberyard, church, train depot, general store, blacksmith shop and worker’s homes. At its peak, Centaur Lime Company employed
over 100 workers.
Case Mining Company
The Case Mining Company mined limestone from 1876 to about 1930 and
operated lime kilns in the Glencoe valley. The kilns burned the locally mined
limestone into usable lime which was used for construction in the greater St.
Louis area. This area in now within the boundaries of Rockwoods Reservations
and the Missouri Conservation Department maintains a hiking trail, “Lime Kiln
Trail” near the Glencoe Road along the Hamilton Creek.
The Cobb-Wright-Case Mining Company bought the site from the local
Woods-Christy Lumber Company in present-day Glencoe in 1868. They
mined limestone, shale and gravel at the site until the company went bankrupt
in the 1930s.

“There was a little shed where they kept all the dynamite for blasting. They
never locked it, so us kids would get in there and steal blasting caps. The caps
made a loud noise if you hammered on them. One day a kid got his face
all cut up with it, and we never bothered the dynamite again.” Roy Athey’s
childhood memories: “I know they’d set off the dynamite at quitting time, and
then by the next morning, the fumes would be cleared so they could work. The
fumes gave people a terrible headache and could kill you. They guy who handled the dynamite was called the powder monkey.” Both boys recall “riding the
rails” at the quarry after the workers were gone for the day. “We’d climb into
the cars, release the brake, and wow! What a ride that was! Sometimes, well,
at lot of the time, the cars would get going too fast and jump the track. Then
we had to work pretty hard getting the cars back on the track so we wouldn’t
get in trouble,” Athey remembered.
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Glencoe Clay (Mining Pits) Company

Glencoe Clay Mining Pits Company
(Source: Dorothy
Krueger Pendleton)
Henry Krueger is man with the
shovel, other man unidentified.

This pit was located just south of Old Manchester Road at
Wild Horse Creek Road, in present-day Rockwoods Reservation. The company was owned by J.P. Connell and “started in early 1900 in two small pits in
the north western area of what is now Rockwood Reservation… Small cars
loaded with clay and braked by means of a stout hickory pole were then rolled
to a siding (of the Missouri Pacific RR) where the contents were emptied into
regulation cars and shipped to various destinations… About 1918 the business was sold to Evans and Howard Fire Brick Company. By this time the pits
looked like a miniature Grand Canyon.”
— Nell Connell Drall

Glencoe Lime & Cement, photo of rail operation
(Source: WHS image collection)

Frances Poe remembered, “At the
time Glencoe Lime & Cement was
in operation, there were probably
twenty company houses like this
one in Rockland. The houses are
all gone now.” Frances’ mother
operated a boarding home in the
company town.
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Glencoe Lime and Cement Company
Glencoe Lime & Cement was formed by John Oliver in 1868. In 1883, the kilns
were said to produce about 400 bushels of lime every 24 hours. There were
about 100 men employed there. The managers had about 300 head of sheep
to graze the lands.

United States Capitol Steps
Rebuilding Project
Toch Brothers Advertisement
and their R.I.W. (Remember
It’s Waterproof) Cement made
with ingredients from Glencoe
Lime & Cement Co., ca late
1920s.

John McDaniel was a fireman at the Glencoe Lime and Cement Company.
His job was to keep the fire going at the kiln which ran 24 hours a day, seven
days a week.
John’s grandfather was Benjamin McDaniel. Benjamin was a private in the
1st Artillery Company “K” during the Civil War. After the war, Benjamin went
to work at the Glencoe Lime and Cement Company’s operation in an area
then-known as “Rockland” in present-day Rockwood Reservation. Benjamin
married Mary Elizabeth in 1874. Benjamin and Mary had four children one of
whom was John Edward.
The McDaniels lived in one of the company houses that once stood on the
southwest corner of the intersections of present-day Highway 109, Melrose
Road and Woods Avenue.
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Glencoe Valley during the mining
years, ca early 1900s
(Source: WHS image collection)

Glencoe Mining
This photo was taken in what is now Rockwoods Reservation toward the north end
of Glencoe Road and is looking south. The
white building in the background, which
sits across from the Cobb Cavern parking
lot, was originally a general store. After the
State of Missouri bought the land in 1938,
this building became the Conservation Department’s office.

Glencoe Sand and Gravel

Glencoe sand and gravel operation
(Source: WHS image collection)

•
When we discuss the area that is now Wildwood, we’re used to hearing the
historic village or town names of Grover, Pond, Glencoe, Orrville, Melrose,
among others; but have you ever heard of Morshel?
During the latter quarter of the 1800s, Meramec Gravel & Sand Company
was owned by Christian Morshel. The gravel and sand operation was based
in an area on the Meramec River. A town named Morshel began where the
business was located. The now-extinct town of Morshel is the location of the
present-day south-side river access in Castlewood State Park.
•

West St. Louis County Chamber of Commerce
The West St. Louis County Chamber of Commerce began as the Lafayette
Chamber of Commerce in 1957.
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Prohibition and its Effects in
the Meramec Township
For Carrie Nation, prohibitionist, fighting the evils of alcohol was only a portion
of the rationale behind the Volstead Act, which instituted the era of Prohibition
in the United States. Another significant factor in passing the Volstead Act was
the fear of German-Americans and German immigrants due to the hysteria
whipped up by the Espionage Act of 1917 and the Sedition Act of 1918 during
WWI. Patriotic Societies, such as The American Protective League, felt that the
neighborhood taverns were breeding grounds
for sedition by Germans. Hence, the feeling was
if alcohol was prohibited, the taverns would close
and then all would be safe from the Germans.
While some taverns closed, a significant number stayed open offering soda and sandwiches.
Owners found other forms of legally earning
money such as hauling ice and coal.
A Coal and Ice Scoop Holder
For Edward Von Gruben
(Source: Courtesy of the Von
Gruben Family, photo credit:
Jill F. VonGruben, 2019)

The advertising on the holder reads: “PLACE
YOUR SCOOP HERE AND YOUR ORDER FOR
FOR COAL AND ICE WITH EDW. VON GRUBEN
GROVER, MO.”

The photo to the right is a St. Louis
moonshiner that came to the Wild
Horse Creek area frequently to check
his distillery, hidden in the woods.
The 18th Amendment, which banned
the sale of alcoholic beverages, was
completely ignored by many area
residents, who already had their own
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stills and beer-making equipment. When revenue agents destroyed a Hencken
Road still, local residents gathered up all the containers they had and tried to
salvage whatever whiskey remained in the broken barrels. According to one local resident, “everyone, including the Law, knew that the moonshiners had stills
in the woods, but they simply looked the other way.”

Meramec Township Taverns
Christian von Gruben Saloon
Christian von Gruben purchased the land in Grover on the northwest corner of
Eatherton and Manchester Roads in 1908. He erected a building for use as a
tavern. Christian and his wife, Emma Hardt von Gruben, operated the saloon
until Prohibition was enacted.

I was about 5 years old for these memories. There was a penny scale. Put in a
penny, got your weight and a picture about the size of two postage stamps.
I got the picture of Elizabeth Taylor and had no idea of who she was. There was
a “bowling machine” – had a puck and sort of worked like a pin ball machine.
There were maple trees behind and to the side of the Tavern. Grandpa strung
strings of light bulbs across the trees, so people could sit outside in the
evening’s cool breeze and enjoy a cold beer.
Clearest memory I had was of grandpa icing down the beer every day.
He’d carry in a big block of ice with ice tongs, and he chipped that block down
to ice chips using an ice pick.
— David VonGruben

Brock’s Tavern in Glencoe
Another business was Brocks Tavern, right in the middle of town. It was owned
by Pete and Dovie Brockman. On the level place in front of the tavern was a
restaurant, owned by a Mr. Kicker. My mother worked for them for a while.
— Frances Hill Poe
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For the following two taverns, we don’t have any significant information except
their names and locations. Hill Side View Roadhouse was where Calvary Church
is now. It was a stop for the competitors in the International Trans-Continental
Foot Race in 1928. Hahn’s Tavern was where Cherry Hills Estates is now.

Larry’s Tavern
My dad went into business in 1930, where Larry’s Tavern is now. It was called
Hoehne’s then, of course. I was two years old then. My dad had been a blacksmith, but one day a horse broke his back down, and so he came out here
from St. Louis and started this business. My grandpa lived here. He mined clay
right where Cherry Hills is now. They hauled the clay down to Christian Brother’s and put it on the train to St. Louis.”
“I remember times, like on Sunday nights, when it would be bumper-tobumper along here, with people heading back into the city from Babler Park or
Rockwood Reservation. Dad had a gas station, an ice house and a confectionery, and later in 1933, when Prohibition ended, we got the third beer license
issued. We kept real busy since the road was heavily traveled… I remember
that Dad would spend all Sunday evening patching tires. We fixed them free
for our customers; for others he charged a quarter. We sold Polygas – eight
gallons for a dollar. It was Phillips 66, an old hand pump with the bubbles at
the top, and then later we got an electric pump. We had a restaurant in addition to the tavern. We sold a triple scoop of ice cream for a nickel, a soda for a
nickel. I built a barbeque out back that would cook 30 slabs of ribs at a time.
We sold ten cent bottles of beer, ten cent packs of cigarettes. We had Bingo
and slot machines on the counter.
— Glenn “Cotton” Hoehne

School House Tavern
The School House Tavern was originally the Bonhomme School on Old Olive
Street Road in present-day Chesterfield Valley, just west of “the Wedge” service
station. The 1993 Flood destroyed the building and it was not rebuilt.
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Al Lowe was the son of the owner… We’d go into the Tavern
basement. It had a concrete floor that was allegedly poured by the WPA
during the Depression. The WPA also raised the entire building and added a
concrete foundation. When we were in the basement you could see the log
beams, and you could hear pool and shuffle board being played upstairs.
– Robert Wardenburg

Straub’s Tavern was at East Avenue
and Manchester Road.
Stovall’s Grove
Mollie and George Stovall purchased
the land in Hollow in the 1930s for
themselves and their three sons. Everyone in the family helped run the busiMissouri Valley Boys at Stovall’s
ness. Country music was gaining popu(Source: WHS image collection)
larity due to radios becoming a normal
(L-R) Cecil Bryant, Jack Bryant, Leta
household item. Vastly improved roads
Kessels, Delmer Stovall, Ronnie Smith
(child), Harvey Walka, Lou Kallenbach,
made traveling easier and the tavern
John Shelton, Delbert Stovall
was on Manchester Road/Route 100,
and until it was rerouted, also on the
historic Route 66. At one time, a 2-story tavern and residence, dance hall, well,
two chicken houses, a tobacco barn and a spring were on the Stovall property.
An outdoor barbeque house was added later. The tavern opened in late 1946.
Delbert Stovall owned the band, Missouri Valley Boys and his twin, Delmer,
was a key member. They first appeared at
Stovall’s Grove in 1960. The Missouri Valley
Boys still play there.
In November 1958, a fire destroyed the
original tavern and drained the well.
Stovall’s Fire (Source: Courtesy of

The small dance hall and barn then bethe Von Gruben Family)
came the tavern. Under the ownership of
Dennis and Elizabeth Elze, Stovall’s continues today as a tavern and dance hall.
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Unintended Consequences of Prohibition
Organized Crime
Prior to Prohibition, gangs were usually unorganized groups of violent street thugs.
If they displayed any real organizational skills, it was because those gangs were
being run by corrupt politicians and police who did have those skills. With no
legitimate source to supply alcohol, someone had to step in. Prohibition gave
these gangs a perfect opportunity to make money, lots of money. To make it
work efficiently, they needed the violence of the street gangs meshed with business leadership of a top mobster, lawyers and accountants. The top names were
Capone, Dillinger, Pretty Boy Floyd, Machine Gun Kelly, and others. There were
gang turf wars, which were unsteadily and temporarily ceased by alliances among
gangs. This is where the syndication, the organization, of crime happened. “In the
absence of Prohibition, we wouldn’t have had the kind of syndicated criminality
that occurred. Prohibition was the catalyst… The gangs had cash in a cash-starved
economy,” write Howard Abadinsky, criminal justice professor at St. John’s University. “If you wanted to set up a legitimate business, (you) had to go to organized
crime. Loansharking became a major industry.” [Abadinsky]
In hindsight, it’s clear that Prohibition, a national temperance campaign aimed
at reforming America’s worst tendencies, gave birth to one of the nation’s worst
criminal traditions. [Roos, Prohibition…Organized Crime]
In the St. Louis area, the more well-known gangs were Giordano, Egan Rats and
the Hogan Brothers. “Police and post office inspectors arrested nine members
of the notorious Egan Gang for an April 2nd mail truck robbery. Over $2 million
worth of securities were recovered. Six members were arrested at the Clayton
courthouse, where they were attending the trial of two of their cohorts for a safe
robbery.” [Vintage, 4/9]
Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI)
“When it (Prohibition) ended in 1933, the U.S. government had a more powerful FBI and a lot more prisons.” [Little, Prohibition] In 1924 J. Edgar Hoover was
named the Director of the Bureau of Investigation, which was the precursor of the
Federal Bureau of Investigation. He was instrumental in founding the FBI and then
building it into a much larger agency. He also fostered an agency with modernized
police technology. Hoover remained FBI Director until his death in 1972.
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The End of Prohibition
When the country realized that Prohibition “had become not only an embarrassment but also a total failure,” the Twenty-First Amendment was passed to reverse
the Volstead Act. Legal alcohol production began again in 1933. [Herbst, pg 18]
St. Louis Memory about the end of Prohibition, April 7, 1933: 25,000 people
gathered at Anheuser-Busch Brewery and cheered as its clock stuck midnight.
Gussie Busch was interviewed on the CBS Radio Network and he said, “There is
a song in our hearts: it’s ‘Happy Days Are Here Again.’” The now world-famous
Clydesdales took one of the first cases of legal Budweiser down Pennsylvania Avenue to present
to President
Roosevelt.
[Vintage, 4/7]

Henry Siebert, Driver
Anheuser-Busch Mule Team ca 1915 in San Francisco
(Source: Courtesy of Jill Siebert VonGruben)

Did you know
that AnheuserBusch Brewery had promotional mule
teams prior to
Prohibition?

Calvin Coolidge (1872-1933)
Calvin Coolidge was the 30th U.S. President from 1923 – 1929.
Did you know that President Coolidge signed into law the Indian Citizenship
Act of 1924 which granted full U.S. Citizenship to the indigenous people of the
United States? Find out more at the Calvin Coolidge Presidential Library and
Museum in Northampton, MA or at www.forebeslibrary.org.
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Agricultural Depression
In the early 20th century, a large percentage of Meramec Township was being
farmed, most of it as subsistence farming. In other words, farmers were able to
grow just enough to feed their often large families, but not enough for a large
profit. By the early 21st century, the percentage of acreage being farmed in
present-day Wildwood is minimal.
During the Twenties, around 30% of
Americans were farmers. During WWI,
farmers significantly invested in machinery to increase crop production to supply
the armed forces. When the war ended,
there was too much supply on the market
which drove down crop prices. And while
the government paid the farmers not to
grow some crops, the compensation was
not enough to offset the debt load due
to earlier machinery investment. Many
farmers faced mortgage foreclosure. More
restrictive tariff policies during this time
made it very expensive for other countries
to purchase American goods and farm
products, which exacerbated the agricultural
depression.

Missouri River, 1929
(Source: WHS image collection)

In 1929 the drought was
so severe that a person
could drive across the
Missouri River.

Missouri River, 1932 (Source: WHS image collection)
A truck driving across a frozen Missouri River in 1932.
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Story of the Rosenbaum home:
One Sunday morning, Emily
was baking pies from freshly
picked cherries; the fire in the
old wood burning range had the
oven nice and hot. Suddenly, it
was discovered that the roof
was on fire. Sparks had landed
on the wooden shingled roof!
There was no fire department to
John H. and Emily Johana Wilhelmina Poertner
Rosenbaum home on Allenton/Six Flags Road
fight the blaze, and the house
(Source: Courtesy of City of Wildwood Historic
was pretty much destroyed.
Building survey 2014-15)
Emily and John, and their two
very young daughters – Viola and Ivory, lived in a tent until another house was
built on the existing foundation. A third daughter, Ruth, was born in 1927.
This two-story log cabin was built in
the nineteenth century. In the spring
of 1922, a tornado came through the
Melrose Road area and destroyed
much of Barbara Schaedler’s home.
The family was in the house at the
time but escaped unharmed. The original log structure survived the storm.

Schaedler log cabin prior to dismantling
(Source: WHS image collection)

Schaedler log cabin off Melrose Road
1922, destroyed by tornado.
(Source: WHS image collection)

The cabin remained on its original
site off Melrose Road until it was sold
in 2001. Ervin Schaedler donated the
cabin to the Wildwood Historical Society and members dismantled and
safely stored the cabin’s components
for future reconstruction.
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Advances in agricultural technology
Gustav and Emma
Halbach Grah and their
children are standing in front
of their house on Fox Creek
Road. Gustav came to America from Germany as a child.
Grah Farm
(Source: WHS image collection)

The Klump Farm on
Fox Creek Road
(Source: WHS image
collection)

Albert and Emilie Schueddig Halbach and their
daughters, Emma and Alvina, in front of their Fox Creek
farmhouse ca 1893. Emma
Halbach Schlemper worked
an lived on this farm for most
of her 109 years.
Halbach Farm on Fox Creek
(Source: WHS image collection)
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Left image: Ted Paffrath and his mule farming (Source: WHS image collection)
Right image: Threshing machine on Steines Farm (Source: WHS image collection)

Threshing grain
Threshing grain with a steam engine on the Steines farm on Pond Road (just
west of the present-day Pond Ball Fields). The photo was taken by Carrie Essen
von Gruben. While today’s modern combining machines are mobile, these old
threshing machines were stationary. Grains such as oats or wheat would be cut
by hand and fed into the machine. A huge crew of men were required to keep
the threshing operation running smoothly, so the machine would be moved from
one farm to another, and the farmers would help each other with the harvest.
Allie Laup owned a threshing machine. Threshing was a community event, the
neighbors worked together on each other’s farms when the machine became
available to harvest the wheat.
Some of the farmers involved in this
community were Schaedler, Godair,
Kreienkamp, Steines, Kesselring, St.
Onge, Lehmann and Ossenfort.

Claude Kelpe and steam
tractor ca 1955
(Source: WHS image collection)

Claude “Red” Kelpe in front of
engine and Edgar Null in standing
on the engine. Louis Null and children, Tom and Nancy Kelpe, are on
the left. Later the engine was sold
to Allie Laupp.
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Laupp Sawmill
(Source: WHS image
collection)

Albert “Allie” Laupp lived on Hardt Road. He owned this steam-powered portable sawmill. He was able to take it to the woods and mill the downed trees so
the boards could be used for construction. In addition to his sawmill and threshing machine, Allie also served as a deputy sheriff for a time and later worked at
the county jail. [Wildwood Days ‘96] Another farmer who had a steam-powered
threshing machine was Henry Gaehle. His farm was in the area that is now
Babler State Park. All of the families were involved, the men and boys helped
while the women cooked everything you could raise on a farm: ham, beef, homemade bread, vegetables, fruits, cakes, pies, coffee and lemonade.
Don Jaeger remembered: “Summer, right after the fourth of July, brought the
hard work of threshing. Allie Laupp on Hardt Road owned the threshing machine. Threshing was a community event; the neighbors worked together on
each other’s farms when the machine became available to harvest the wheat.”
[Wildwood Days ‘96]
Fast forward to November 1962 to realize the change in agricultural technlogy: Ervin Schaedler won $4,000 in Case farm machinery and $1,000 in
household appliances when he was named runner-up in the 1962 Case
“Showcase” contest. Ervin entered the Case contest through the Chesterfield
Farmers Elevator and Supply Co. At the time, he was 33 years old and farming a rented 100-acre tract adjoining his father’s farm. Schaedler raised corn,
wheat, hay, hogs and beef cattle.
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We often think of deer in our gardens as a new problem.
The below photo tells a different timetable.
In most cases, agricultural technology has changed drastically
over the past 150 years. But not so much about keeping the
deer from our crops and gardens! The above photo shows a
fence from the early 20th century.
Francis Meich, atop a deer fence off Bouquet Road (Source: Wildwood Days ’96 Booklet)

In 1926 American Gertrude Ederle became the first woman to swim the
English Channel while beating the men’s record by two hours. In October
1927, a major tornado struck in St Louis.

The Horstmann family farm was on Fox Creek Road.
In 1873, H. Wilhelm Horstmann purchased this farm
and it remained in the same family for generations.
Hardt Farm
The Hardt farm still stands on present-day Highway T
north of Highway 100 and has remained in the Hardt
Family since 1860. Some of the existing buildings date
to the original 1830s homestead construction. Early Laura Grauer Hardt with
son Alvin ca 1913
owners of this property were Jeremiah McKinnon
(Source: WHS image
(1810-1870) was well as Permelia (1811-1890) and
collection)
William Bacon (1806-1886). The McKinnons and
Bacons were among the very earliest families to settle in this area. The house
pictured above was built in 1869. Fred and Laura Hardt bought the property
in 1925. Rich Hardt recalls in 2019: “Fred farmed, was the local blacksmith, did
custom grain milling and cordwood sawing. He died in 1975. His children were
Alvin, Eleanor Eatherton and Winifred Seeger. Alvin farmed the property
until 1998… The buildings offer historic significance to the area. The log granary
with diagonal stone chinking dates to the very early 1800s. It has been restored.
The house was built in 1869 and the large barn was built in 1872. There is also
the original blacksmith shop, log corn crib and a chicken house.” The farm is now
in its fifth generation of family ownership.
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Route 66
Bridge across Fox Creek at Hollow,
undated photo
(Source: WHS image collection)

“The new bridge across the creek near
Bartold’s, on Manchester Road, is still
incomplete, and parties who have to
traverse that route are seriously inconvenienced thereby. Recently on[e] [of]
the Court House attaches had to secure
the services of a man with a pair of
high top boots to carry him across the
muddy branch.” [Watchman-Advocate,
3/9/1888]

This stone bridge abutment and the gravel
roadbed that leads up to it is all that remains of
the bridge pictured above. This structure is on
the property of the Wildwood Historical Society.
Route 66, also known as the Mother Road,
was the product of a grassroots movement
across America for better roads. It became one
of the main arteries of the 1926 National HighStone Bridge Abutment
way system which began on the shores of Lake
(Source: Photo Credit, Jill F.
Michigan in Chicago’s Grant Park and extending
VonGruben, 2017)
to the shores of the Pacific Ocean in Los Angeles. The route through Meramec Township followed an earlier stagecoach route
between St. Louis and Jefferson City which was established after the capital
was moved from St. Charles in 1821. The 1926 route went through four of our
historic communities: Fox Creek, Hollow, Pond and Grover. In 1931, Route 66’s
pavement was completed across the State of Missouri. In 1933, Manchester
Road lost its Route 66 designation when the route was changed from Manchester Road to Watson Road and the highway west to Pacific. By 1955, the
Manchester Road was renamed Missouri Route 100.
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Route 66 became not just a way to efficiently travel across the nation, it became
a vacation destination in of itself. A perfect example of this is Nat King Cole’s
1946 release of Bobby Troup’s song, “Get Your Kicks on Route 66!” A later example was the CBS TV show, Route 66, that ran for 116 episodes from 1960
to 1964. While not in present-day Wildwood, the Route 66 Missouri State Park
is located in Eureka, our neighboring community to the south.
In 2026, Route 66 will celebrate its 100th anniversary. One of the national programs is the U.S. Bicycle Route 66 (USBR 66) which will follow Route 66. The
Route 66 Bike Route was established by MoDOT in Missouri in 2018. The first
section of the State route was designated in 2018 and runs from Baxter Springs,
KS to St. Louis, MO. The route through Wildwood was established as part of the
cross state route through efforts of the City of Wildwood’s staff, the City’s Historic Preservation Commission, and the Wildwood Historical Society, as well as
the Missouri Bicycle and Pedestrian Federation. The initial USBR 66 only went
through Eureka but based on the efforts of the above-mentioned groups, the
route was shifted to run through Wildwood with a spur to Eureka. This cycling
route echoes the popularity of Manchester Road for both the Century Bicycle
Club and the St. Louis Cycling Club that were active in the early portion of the
20th century.

Route 66 through Meramec
Township C.H. (Skip) Curtis,
The Missouri U.S. 66 Tour
Book, 1994, pg 123.

Big Chief Hotel, Highway Billboard
(Source: WHS image collection)

The present-day Big Chief Restaurant started as the “Big Chief Highway Hotel in
Pond MO” and it also had a gas station. This business was built in the 1920s in
response to the growing cross-country traffic.
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Some other local highlights on Route 66 were Poertner’s Grove and Store,
Kern’s Garage, The Old Pond School, the Fox Creek Garage, Stovall’s Grove,
Funk’s Store and Grove, Hencken’s Store (which is now on the grounds of the
Wildwood Historical Society).

Official Program Cover
C.C. Pyle’s First Annual International
Trans-Continental Foot Race
(Source: WHS image collection)

“One of the more famous events
ever to take place on Route
66 was the famous C.C. Pyle’s
1928 International Trans-Continental Foot Race from Los Angeles, California to New York City,
New York.” According to Route 66
author, C.H. Curtis, the runners
of Pyle’s race actually spent the
night at the Hill Side View Roadhouse, which was located on
Manchester Road in Wildwood,
near where the current Wildwood
Christian Church now stands.” The
race was nicknamed “The Bunion
Derby!” [Wildwood Gazette, DecJan 2001, pg. 6] [Missouri Life]

Given that segregation was the practice in the United States when cross-country auto travel really hit its stride, it was often very difficult for African-Americans to travel. Here is where Victor H. Green’s book, The Negro Motorist
Green-Book, came into service to the African-American community. First
published in 1937, the book “…created a safety net. If a person could travel
by car – and those who could, did – they would feel more in control of their
destiny The Green-Book was what they needed.” [Townsend] The 1966-67
edition was the last published.
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Schools in the First Half
of the 20th Century
There were 15 one-room schoolhouses which served students in what is now
Wildwood, prior to the consolidation of school districts in the 1950s. From the
1860s until 1964, most schools were segregated in Missouri, especially in St.
Louis County. Approximately one-fourth of the schoolhouses in what is now
Wildwood were exclusively African-American prior to 1964. [The majority of the
information for this section was obtained from the Wildwood Historical Society’s
book, One-Room Schoolhouses by Karen Fox.]
Glencoe School
Glencoe School was located on the northwest corner of the intersection of Rue
de LaSalle and Old State Road. The building burned down and was replaced by
the stucco building currently at that site. Catherine Leibolg was the teacher. The
existing stucco building at the site later became the Glencoe Post Office but is
now privately owned. There was a school on that site before 1871 and was in
operation until 1951.
Glencoe Black School
Glencoe colored school was established in 1886 and shown as “African School No.
22” on the 1909 plat map. It was located near the Glencoe Lime Company quarries.
Hollow School
The first Hollow School was established in 1869. The location for the second
Hollow School building was moved and was built in 1916. The school is now
a residence on Highway 100 near Montgomery Estates Subdivision at the far
western limits of Wildwood. Arlene Day was the teacher.
Melrose School
The Melrose School building still stands on Melrose Road and is a private residence. Melrose School was built in 1859 and used until Spring 1951.

Celebrate the History of Wildwood - Era 1920 to 1990

231

“I started school at Melrose School and went there through the eighth grade.
My kindergarten teacher was Miss Nell Dralle, John Connell’s aunt. She was
so nice; we all liked her. Next, we had Helen Sandage. She boarded with the
Alfred Kreienkamp’s. About that time the school (Melrose) was pretty rough…I
mean, some of the kids, the older boys especially, didn’t pay too much attention to the teacher, and so the school board decided to bring someone in that
would straighten things out. They hired a man teacher, a guy named Harold
Weber. He was from Eureka. I remember so well the first day he came us
kids were usually there when the teacher came because we always went to
school early to play before school started. Mr. Weber drove up out front of the
school – he had a ’33 Plymouth – and when he got out of the car, he laid his
briefcase on his forearm, and then he reached in the car and got out a big
paddle, and he laid that, real deliberately like, on top of the briefcase. Then he
reached in and he got a length of rubber hose, and he laid that on top of the
paddle. He didn’t say a word, then, and just went into the school.”
“I guess our eyes must’ve been as big as saucers. He looked pretty big and
he looked like he meant business. But you know, I think that was all for show;
he never did use that rubber hose, and he only paddled a few of the big guys
a few times, you know, a swat on the behind. He didn’t have to use them,
because you could tell that he just wouldn’t allow any foolishness.
I think he made $100 a month.”
— Ervin Schaedler

When Harold Weber taught at Melrose,
his contracts were signed by Marilyn
Eatherton Weber’s relatives: Kreienkamp,
Grauer, and Godair.
Harold Weber ca late 1980s
Melrose School, retired teacher
(Source: Dorothy Pendleton donation to WHS
image collection)
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Joles Family at Melrose
The Joles family had nomadic Native American roots and came to the area every fall from his farm in Chippewa, Wisconsin to gather certain herbs and roots
that grew only here. When the Joles family visited, they camped in a tent next to
Melrose School on Melrose Road. While there, they were treated as part of the
community and their children even went to the school. Isaac Joes, Sr. (18931951) was born in Missouri, was Indian, spoke mixed Cherokee.

I remember some nomadic Indians that came every fall to gather herbs, roots,
bark and berries when I was a girl. There was something here in the woods
that they wanted…they couldn’t get it anywhere else. Their names were Isaac
and Mary Joles. They came from Chippewa Falls, Wisconsin, and I got to know
them and two of their children, Louise and Leonard, pretty well. They stayed
long enough that the kids came to our school [Melrose]. I guess the parents
wanted to keep them occupied during their visit. I remember so vividly that all
of them had beautiful, white teeth. They camped every time that they came,
right across the road from Uther’s store on Melrose Road. They had a friendly
relationship with the people in the community and felt free to roam around.
I recall one time when they came to my grandmother’s house. They had a
mushroom-shaped tent, and they made baskets, salves and medicines. They
didn’t always look like they are dressed in this picture. Mostly, they dressed like
everyone else. But for the occasion of having their picture taken, they must’ve
gone into the tent and got all duded up in the Indian clothes.
— Irene Gaehle Hairston

Mount Pleasant School
Mount Pleasant School was housed in the Mount Pleasant African Baptist
Church on Wild Horse Creek Road west of Eatherton Road. This school was
open until the decline in the black population moved. Many of its students and
church members moved to the area now known as Westland Acres.
Orrville School
Orrville White School was built in 1880. It was located on Eatherton Road in the
village of Orrville near Bonhomme Creek. The school was permanently closed
by 1949 when rural schools were consolidating across the county. The building
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is a private residence in Orrville on Old
Eatherton Road.
Orrville Black School was located on
Church Road near Strecker Road. The
first school was a one-room log building
and then later a concrete block building
was erected. James Hicks was the class
teacher for the class pictured above.

Pond School, Tom Thumb
(Source: WHS image collection)

Orrville Black School, Grades 4, 5, 6th
class of 1958-59
(Source: WHS image collection)

Pond School
Tom Thumb Weddings were mock weddings put on by children. The events were
a way to teach young people about formal
fashion and wedding etiquette.

The Old Pond School closed in 1952 when
the new (current) Pond School opened. The land, originally donated by the
Dreinhofer family, was returned to the family in 1998 when the school district
ceased using it. The family then donated it to the City of Wildwood. There was a
three-year restoration process. After the application process was completed, the
Old Pond School was added to the National Register of Historic Places.
Pond Black School
Pond Black School was located on what
was Fred Essen’s property, southwest of
the intersection of Christy Avenue, Pond
and Manchester Roads. The school was
established in the late 1800s.

Port Royal School, class of late 1920s
(Source: WHS image collection)

Port Royal School was located near the
end of Puellman Road, about one-half mile beyond the Lehmann homestead.
Although situated in Franklin County, many children who lived in the western part
of present-day Wildwood attended this school.
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Ruwwe School was located on Old State
Road near the present-day entrance to Copper Lakes Subdivision. Although it has been
modified, the original building still stands as
part of the residence. The school was originally known as Sappington School.
St. Anthony’s Catholic School
St. Anthony’s Parish Church and School was
first located in second floor of Leiweke’s
Lumber. A church-school building was built around 1910 and stayed active until
the 1940s. By that time, Ascension Parish in Chesterfield was large enough to
accommodate the St. Anthony’s parishioners and students.
Ruwwe School, Class of 1931
(Source: WHS image collection)

Sherman School was located on St. Paul
Road near Sherman County Park on the
Meramec River. It burned down in December 1955 and was not rebuilt. Students
went to Ellisville Elementary thereafter.
Smith School
The school was established in 1857. The
current Smith School was built around
1910 and still stands on Smith School Road as part of a residence. It served as
a school until 1951. In this photo, William Andrae was the class teacher.
Sherman School, 1937
(Source: WHS image collection)

Vivian attended Smith School on Smith School Road. What sticks in her
mind is that for 1st through 4th grades, she had perfect attendance. Her
grandfather (who lived on Highway 109 near the southern intersection of
present-day Highway 109 & present-day Babler Park Road) took her to school
every day. He did not own a car – he carried her back & forth.
— Vivian Walter Weber Bauer
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Wild Horse School, class of 1914
(Source: WHS image collection)

Wild Horse School was located on
Wild Horse Creek Road about onehalf mile north of its intersection with
Ossenfort Road. The building is gone,
but the remains of the foundation can
still be found on the site. The building
date is unknown, but well established
by the 1860s. The school was used
until sometime in the 1940s.

Eureka High School
Eureka High School was opened in
1909. Originally located on Central
Avenue near the present-day location
of the Rockwood School District’s
administration building in Eureka. In
1925 the building was modernized
with running water, steam heat and
Eureka High School, 1931
restrooms. The first two school bus(Source: WHS image collection)
ses to operate in the state of Missouri are shown in the photo. Until the 1963-64 academic year, this high school
was for white students only. Black students had no local high school.
Before Lafayette High School was built, local high school students were bused
to the old Eureka High School on Central Avenue in Eureka. Eureka Alum, Ervin
Schaedler remembered, “It was a huge district. The boundary was Kirkwood on
the east, and the Missouri River on the north. So, students from as far away as
Chesterfield and Des Peres attended Eureka.”
Dave’s mother, Lucille Schaefer, lived in Des Peres.
She took the school bus to Eureka High School. And that is how a freshman
from Des Peres happened to meet a senior from Grover, Edward “Dutch”
Von Gruben, who had the locker next to hers.
— Jill Siebert VonGruben
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Eureka High School home economics class, 1940 or 1941. Miss Pierce,
later Mrs. Courtney Parker, was the
teacher. The aprons and caps were a
sewing project.
Eureka High School Home Economics
Class, 1940-41
(Source: WHS image collection)

The Late Twenties and Thirties
The Fox Theatre on Grand in St. Louis opened on January 31, 1929.
In 1932 the Standard Oil sign at Skinker and Clayton Roads was erected. The
70-foot sign stood until 1959 when it was replaced by a new sign that was
just as large.
On March 1, 1932, Charles Lindbergh’s baby son, Charles Jr., was kidnapped.
The baby was later found dead after a $70,000 ransom had been paid. Bruno
Hauptman was captured by Federal authorities In September 1934.
The Soldiers Memorial was opened in 1938 to honor the area’s Great War
military contribution. Its Court of Honor was created in 1948 to honor our area’s World War II dead. The Memorial was completely restored and reopened
in November 2018, the 100th Anniversary of the end of World War I. With the
current restoration, all branches of armed services are represented, as are our
Korean and Vietnam war military.
According the 1930 U.S. Census, Meramec Township’s population
was 4,221, an increase of only 474 in ten years.
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November 28, 1939 became known as Black Tuesday
due to coal smoke so dense that street lights came on in the afternoon. “It is
estimated that during the winter of 1939-1940 St. Louisans lost 177 hours of
daylight from soot induced darkness. Black Tuesday was the worst. Streetlights
were (sic, on) from 9am to noon, and then again at 4pm so people could see
to get to and from work… The panic caused the city to enact strict measures
to clean up the atmosphere. By 1940 St. Louis had cleaned up its act, becoming the first U.S. city to enact strict and effective air pollution ordinances.”
[MHM, “Black Tuesday]

“My grandfather
worked on the trucking docks at J. & P.
Coats [Coats & Clark Thread Company].
He remembered that day and other days that
winter because the streetlights were on during
the day. Even though the streetlights were on,
he still couldn’t see well and
it was hard to breathe.”
— Jill Siebert VonGruben

Smoke pollution over St. Louis at mid-day on Black Tuesday
(Source: Photo courtesy of Missouri History Museum Online Images,
Identifier: N14587)

The Great Depression
President Herbert Hoover was elected in 1928, but his presidency ran head on
into the financial disaster of the stock market crash which began on Black Friday, October 24 and ended on Black Tuesday, October 29, 1929. The financial
market crash set the stage for the Great Depression that haunted the United
States until World War II. Hoover shortly took fiscal action by cutting taxes and
public work spending in the attempt to stabilize the economy. By 1931, it was
clear that these measures were not sufficient to stop the downturn. Among the
measures Hoover fostered was the Reconstruction Finance Corporation (Janu-
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ary 1932). In order to stabilize the banking institutions, RFC bailed out American
banks and some businesses. Other Hoover-initiated programs were the Emergency Relief and Construction Act (July 1932), Federal Home Loan Bank Board
to support the mortgage market and the Revenue Act of 1932.
What were the statistics for this time? By 1933, unemployment hit 25%, bank
failures exceeded 5,000; even in the face of an increase in federal spending of
48% from 1928 to 1933.

Herbert Clark Hoover (1874-1964)
Herbert Hoover served as the 31st President of the United States
from 1929 to 1933.
Did you know that during his presidency, three million acres were added
to the national park system? Find out more about this early 20th century President at his Presidential Library in West Branch, Iowa on the grounds of the
Herbert Hoover National Historic Site or online at
www.hoover.archives.gov or hoover.library@nara.gov.

Families began living the motto: “Use it up, wear it out, make do or do without.” Many of our area’s residents had been living this motto for generations.
Radios became a major source of entertainment for families. The board games
Scrabble and Monopoly were introduced during the 1930s. And who would
have thought that it was this time of deprivation that would give rise to mini-golf
which became quite the craze?
There wasn’t a function in the Missouri economy that wasn’t affected by the Great
Depression. For Meramec Township, where most were subsistence farmers even
before the Great Depression, life was harder. The small crops kept families going
and there was a tremendous amount of cooperation among neighbors. Drought
hit Missouri in 1930, 1934 and 1936, followed by a devasting grasshopper attack
in 1936, which caused even more difficulties to this basically agrarian area. And
around then, the Missouri Pacific Railroad and the banks went bankrupt. Because
overall building and corporate investment drastically declined, the local clay pits,
limestone mining and kilns also went out of business.

Celebrate the History of Wildwood - Era 1920 to 1990

239

While there were increasing number of dust storms during 1932 and 1933, that
pattern changed in 1934. The number decreased while the severity increased.
May 1934 saw the worst dust storm that sent millions of tons of topsoil from the
middle of the United States to the east coast. Estimates are 350 million tons of
topsoil were blown away from the top crop producing states in just over two days.
Temperature records have been kept for St. Louis since 1889. Of the top 11 dates
in St. Louis of temperatures 100 degrees or over, seven of those occurred in the
1930s. The summer of 1934 registered temps of five of those highest temperatures: 111, 110, and 108. The temperatures reached at least 100 for 29 days that
summer. 420 people died in St. Louis due to heat during the summer of 1934.
But then came the summer of 1936. That summer’s top temperature reached
108 degrees on July 14th. Even though 1936 only registered one of the top
11 temperatures, it was the duration of the heat that killed. The St. Louis area
endured temperatures of 100 degrees or higher for 37 days and killed 479 including 29 children. That summer still holds the record for the hottest on record
for the St. Louis area. People were desperate enough to sleep in parks or along
country roads. On the weekends, families would drive out to the country to find
relief. The open spaces that would become Wildwood provided some of those
open areas in which families found relief. [Dorish] [O’Neil] [St. Louis Post-Dispatch Archives, “July heat”]
The St. Louis Post-Dispatch, in December 1931, asked its readers to help fund
meals for the destitute. That would be the beginning of the St. Louis Post-Dispatch’s Holiday charity “100 Neediest Cases.” [STL Post, 12/16/16]
Born in 1928, Ervin Schaedler remembered the hard times and dust storms of
the Depression era. Like many people of his age, he knew what it was like to
go without water. As a result, he was always an ardent conservationist and he
was a longtime member of the St. Louis County Soil and Conservation Board.
“About 1934 to 1936, there was a terrible drought here – that
was the same time of the dust bowl in Oklahoma, Kansas and
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Texas. You could look off to the west in the afternoon, and the sun would look
like a red ball with a haze over it, because of the dust. I remember a whole
summer when it was so dry that our corn wouldn’t grow. We just cut it down
and fed it to livestock. People cut down trees and fed the leaves to their animals. Ponds, creeks and cisterns dried up. We had to haul water for the house
and the animals, or sometimes we’d take the mules down to Ossenfort’s
Creek where there was a little pool of water.
“Lots of people sold their land and moved on, but really, there was no place
to go to. Everyone was poor. We did okay because we had our canned goods
from previous summers and our livestock for meat. We always had plenty to
eat, but others weren’t so lucky. It wasn’t all that unusual to have a guy come
down the road looking for a handout.”
— Ervin Schaedler

“My great-grandfather’s [Anton] business [Centaur Lime
Company] furnished all the materials for the Lenox and the Mayfair hotels in
St. Louis. But then the Depression came, and he didn’t get paid for it.”
Anton died in 1931. After that, the Centaur Lime Company progressively went
inactive. “In the 1930s they sold hundreds of acres to Babler Park. Babler paid
$35 an acre for one parcel and $15 an acre for another one I know.”
[Wildwood Days’99, pg 26]
— Bob Leiweke

Ed “Dutch” Von Gruben
Sorting cantaloupes working in
Chesterfield Valley ca 1930s
(Source: Courtesy of the Von Gruben Family)
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“As for my father’s family, we know little about them except
that they once lived in the area now known as Wild Horse subdivision. Church
Road was just a dirt or gravel road until just a few years back. We grew or
made just about everything we needed, or sometimes we ordered something
through the mail. One guy I remember was a Greek peddler who traveled by
foot. He came quite often, and stopped by every house. His name was Mr.
Nick, and he carried a large bundle on his back. In the living room, the peddler opened his pack and everyone would gather around. It was so exciting
when he came.” It was through the leadership of Mr. Frazier that modern-day
essentials of electricity and phone service was brought to the area of Westland
Acres in the 1950s. Mr. Frazier also was instrumental in working with St. Louis
County to have the roads paved during the 1960s. He was also the leader
in the fight for a better educational system so the black children of the area
would have the same opportunities as their neighbors.
[Wildwood Days ‘96] [Mr. Frazier’s obit]
— Clifford Henry Frazier

Dad worked at the Evans-Howard Clay Company, and later
he worked at the Laclede-Christy Clay mine, where [the Grover] Cherry Hills
subdivision is now. Times were hard in the Depression, but I never felt that
we were poor. We grew our own food, did home canning, butchered our own
meat. Mom and Dad were always very careful to protect us kids…we never
really knew how bad off we were. But one incident really sticks in my mind, a
day that I happened to overhear my parents talking. Mom was working in the
kitchen, and Dad went up to her, holding out in his hand three paper dollars
and some silver, and he said, ‘You know, Nellie, this is all we’ve got left.’ And
then it hit me, the seriousness of it… that we were broke.”
[Wildwood Days ‘96]
— Dorothy (Dot) Krueger Pendleton
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“Where the Rockwoods Reservation is now, why that was a
big town, with a company store, and lots and lots of houses. My mother, Mabel Hill, ran the boarding house, a big frame house with four different
entrances. She had ten men boarding at a time, and they slept upstairs in a
big open area. My mom had 11 kids, so she really had her hands full!
I remember taking my dad’s lunch up to him when he was working in
Cobb’s Cavern. The boarding house was located near the caverns,
and the company store was right there, too. The company went
bankrupt in 1933.” [Wildwood Days ‘96]
— Frances Hill Poe

Franklin D. Roosevelt (1882-1945)
Franklin Roosevelt was the 32nd U.S. President from 1933 to 1945.
Did you know that President Roosevelt unsuccessfully tried to increase
the size of the United States Supreme Court from nine to 15 justices?
Find out more at the Franklin D. Roosevelt Presidential Library and Museum in
Hyde Park, NY or at www.fdrlibrary.org.

“Joe Gaehle had the company store (Glencoe Lime Company)
there in Glencoe Hollow. He was a kind person, always treated us so nice.
Right before my 12th birthday. Mr. Gaehle said ‘Now Maude, on your birthday,
you come up and I’ll give you some ribbon for your hair.’ I had brown hair, and
it was clear down to my waist. Well the day of my birthday, I went to the store,
and sure enough, he measured how tall I was, and he cut two long lengths of
pink ribbon that long. I did my hair up in pig tails, and had those big bows on
each side…oooh! It was so pretty!” [Wildwood Days ‘96]
— Maude Poe Boyd
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Helen Schlemper Musenbrock, like most girls growing up in the 1930s and
1940s, helped out with the farm work. That included driving the family tractor.
Charley and Emma Schlemper were Helen’s parents. Their farm was on Fox
Creek. Helen graduated from Eureka High School in 1937. She then went on to
business school in St. Louis. [Wildwood Days ‘99]
The rug loom pictured above belonged to Dorothea St. Onge. The rug she was working on in
the 1930s at her home on Ossenfort Road near
present-day Highway T is still in the loom. The
loom was bought at auction and donated to the
Wildwood Historical Society. Dorothea was Freddy St. Onge’s mother.
Dorothea St. Onge’s loom – 1930s
(Source: WHS image collection)

“Ted [Paffrath] charged a dollar a day, plus dinner – that’s what
we called the noon meal in those days – and he often stayed for supper. In
addition to his farm work, Ted sometimes had the contract to supply wood for
Melrose School. The contract called for four to five cords of wood delivered
to the school for $5 a cord. Ted cut the wood by hand, with a one-man saw. I
know that Ted’s wages and the price of wood seem unbelievable to us now,
but that’s how things were in the Depression era. A dollar a day was pretty
average, and a person who made $2 a day was considered to have
a good job.” [Wildwood Days ’99, pg 14]
— Ervin Schaedler

Together We Cannot Fail
Mrs. Mary Mershinsky was known as Tanta Shinsky. “Tanta” means Aunt in
German. Stan Kreienkamp remembered, “She was a kindly old woman and everyone loved her. She’d come when a baby was born to help the new mother,
or she came when someone is sick.” Ivan Schlemper, Tanta’s grandson recalls
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Mary Mershinsky
(Source: WHS image collection)

that his grandmother lived with their
family from the time she was widowed until her death. Ivan remembers, “Anytime anyone in the area
needed help – all the way from Gray
Summit to Grover – they’d come and
get her to come and stay with them.”
[Wildwood Days ’98, pg 35]

Albert Gaehle died at the age of 43 leaving his wife Emma and
three children without any means of support. Daughter, Irene Gaehle Hairston,
was 15 and had completed the second year of high school. She remembered:
“I had to quit school after that, of course. We all had to work to make ends
meet. I went to work at Graczak’s Market in Ellisville and made $8 a week.
The store stood near the corner of Clarkson and Manchester Roads, right
where the Jiffy Lube is now. My aunt and uncle, Tillie and Ed Schott, helped us
out a lot, keeping our car running, things like that. Ed made sure we
had insurance and towed me in when the car broke down. He owned
a garage out on old Highway 50.”
Irene’s brother, Clifford “Tip” was the youngest at 10, so growing up without a
father was hardest on him. Tip found that whole village would help him when
he got in trouble. Irene recalled again: “Tip ran the car off the road one day
and hit an electric pole. He was pretty young at the time, maybe 10 or so; I
remember that he could hardly see over the steering wheel. Anyway in those
days if you hit a pole, you were supposed to pay the electric company for it.
We couldn’t possibly have come up with the money. The funny thing was,
when questions were asked about who was going to pay the damages, there
wasn’t a soul around who knew anything about that pole! Everyone kept their
mouth shut to protect him.”
— Irene Gaehle Hairston
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When they married, August and Clara Schaedler took over the care of his two
younger siblings, Clara (10) and Louis (12) due to August’s parents dying in
1920 and 1922. Louis remembered: “August and Clara gave us a place to finish
growing up while they started a family of their own.”

PARKS
Dr. Edmund A. Memorial State Park
In 1934 Jacob Babler donated over 800 acres to the State of Missouri. The park
is named for Jacob’s brother, a surgeon. Further gifts from the family brought
the total size of the park to over 2,000 acres. The combination work forces of
the CCC and the WPA built the roads, bridges, buildings and structures. The
Park is on the National Register of Historic Places. Jacob Babler became such
a powerful supporter of the parks of Missouri, he earned the title, “Father of
Missouri’s State Parks.”
Greensfelder County Park
Greensfelder County Park with 1,734 aces is part of the Henry Shaw Ozark
Corridor and was donated to St. Louis County by the Trustees of St. Louis
Regional Plan and Construction Foundation. The Foundation had been established in 1939 by A.P. Greensfelder. The Park was originally named Rockwood
Park was renamed to honor Greensfelder.
Rockwoods Range
Rockwoods Range is 1,388 acres administered by the Missouri Department of
Conservation and is part of the Henry Shaw Ozark Corridor. The land was donated to the state in 1943 by A.P. Greensfelder.
Rockwoods Reservation
By the early to mid-1930s, the mining and clay pit companies in the area went
bankrupt. “In 1938, the property was conveyed to the State of Missouri.” Rockwood Reservation is a heavily wooded wildlife refuge of 1,843 acres maintained
by the Missouri Department of Conservation and has multiple hiking trails. The
area had been heavily mined for decades and the Conservation Department
reforested the Reservation. The Reservation features a museum.
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FDR & New Deal Programs
The Great Depression in the United States began “just” as a recession, but the
situation became more dire as the 1930s progressed. If it had been isolated
to the United States, it may have ended earlier. But this Depression became
international which resulted in deepening and lengthening the United States
experience. For the United States overall, the unemployment rate was 3.1% in
1929 and rose to 25.2% in 1933 and had fallen only to 13.9% in 1940. These
statistics count the workers employed by such programs as the WPS and CCC,
as employed. If these programs had not been in existence, the statistics would
have been much more severe.
On March 4, 1933 Franklin D. Roosevelt delivered his first inaugural speech in
which he called the nation to fight the crisis: “This great Nation will endure as
it has endured, will revive and will prosper. So, first of all, let me assert my firm
belief that the only thing we have to fear is fear itself… Our greatest primary task
is to put people to work… It can be accomplished in part by direct recruiting
by the Government itself, treating the task as we would treat the emergency of
a war.” [National Archives, “Fear Itself Speech] In this speech, Roosevelt set the
stage for his New Deal Plan.
Roosevelt’s programs were designed with the hope of not only stabilizing the
country and its economy, but also to prevent a repeat occurrence sometime in
the future.
New Deal programs still in existence are the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation (FDIC), Federal Crop Insurance Corporation (FCIC), the Federal Housing
Administration (FHA), the Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA) and the Securities
and Exchange Commission (SEC).
Social Security, Insurance
In the 21st century, we’re accustomed to having medical insurance, life insurance, and social security programs available in the United States. Before 1935,
these programs did not exist. Families relied on each other and self-insurance
programs. Some of those insurance programs had local chapters, such as Mod-
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ern Woodman of America (MWA), the Townsend Club and the American Order
of United Workmen.
The local chapter for Fox Creek of the Townsend
Club was active from 1941 to 1949. As can be
seen by this ledger book, the Townsend Clubs
existed after Social Security was enacted. The
Townsend Clubs were phased out by the end
of 1978.
Other programs were national with local chapters, such as the American Order of United
Workmen. The United Workmen was a mutual
Membership & payment roll
benefit fraternal order. It provided their memfor the Local Chapter of the
bers with both social support and financial
Townsend Club I
(Source: WHS Museum
insurance benefits. Present-day Wildwood is
Collection, Photo credit: Jill F.
home to a building that was built expressly for
VonGruben, 2019)
the purpose of housing a fraternal order. It was
the Fox Creek Lodge No. 169 of the American Order of United Workmen. In
the late 1890s, this property was owned by F. Hencken in the historic village
of Fox Creek. It is located on Manchester Road near the present-day Glencoe
Post Office.
Another such self-insurance program active in our area was the Modern Woodman of America (MWA). The organization was a fraternal beneficiary society
founded in Iowa in 1883. The MWA donated money to those in need, and
particularly for death benefits following the death of the breadwinner. The local
lodge or “camp” was Grover Camp #5338 which was organized in 1905. They
held their meetings in Fick’s (later Funk’s) Store in Grover. A 1905 Watchman
article stated that the “Grover MWA camp contributed $20 to Charles Harness
to pay for funeral expenses for his young child.”
Financial Markets and Housing
The first wave of measures to stabilize the financial markets included the Emergency Banking Act, the 1933 Banking Act, the Federal Emergency Relief Admin248
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istration, and the Securities Act of 1933. Also established at this time was the
National Recovery Administration.
Second New Deal
What was termed the Second New deal, beginning in 1935, established the
Wagner Act to protect labor, the Works Progress Administration (WPA) and the
Social Security Act and additional programs to assist farmers and migrant workers. The United States Housing Authority (1937) and Fair Labor Standards Act
of 1938 were also enacted.
Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC)
The Civilian Conservation Corps was one of President Roosevelt’s New Deal programs. The program offered honest work, good pay, a chance to learn a trade and
three-square meals a day. Most importantly, it gave young men a sense of hope
to break the cycle of poverty. Over three million unmarried young men participated in the CCC program across the United States from 1933 to 1942.
Starting in 1935, the Civilian Conservation Corps with the assistance of about
300 WPA workers began developing Babler Memorial State Park. These workers
constructed roads and 22 stone and timber structures, many of which are still in
use. This work was a result of the programs of the New Deal era.
Concerning the stone retaining wall in front of Old Pond School: “The school sits
well back from the road near the top of a steep hill. The hill has a large, expansive cut stone retaining wall approximately 4-foot high, built in the 1930s by the
WPA, that runs along Manchester Road, and on the east along the ascending
driveway. The wall tapers down to meet the terrain.” [WHS Bus Tour 2002, pg 7]
In 1937 Earl Wilson felt he was a restless teen with no clear path in life. “That
was the real turning point in my life, when I went to the Civilian Conservation
Corps (CCC) camp at Babler Park. Each CCC boy earned $30 a month. Five
dollars was ours to keep and the other $25 went home to our parents.” He
saved most of his salary during his duty at the park. “There was simply no place
to spend it.”
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James “Curly” Simpson was from Monet, Missouri and was
assigned to the Civilian Conservation Corps camp at Babler Park in the 1930s.
Curly was a truck driver for the Corps and he kept seeing the same cute girl,
Nonie, as he drove by on Highway 109. The young lady smiled and waved.
He then stopped and asked her for a date. They wed in 1937.

Margaret McDaniel
and James Simpson and
children, ca 1945

Nonie McDaniel Simpson and James Curly Simpson with five of their children in 1945. Margaret
“Nonie” McDaniel was a daughter of John and
Annie Reed McDaniel who lived in one of the
Glencoe Lime and Cement Company “company
houses” in the area then-known as Rockland, part
of present-day Rockwood Reservation. [Wildwood
Days ’99, pg 25]

Agriculture, The New Deal
By the time Roosevelt was inaugurated, the weather was again beginning to
compound the issues that farmers had experienced since the early 1920s. Several New Deal programs were initiated to help keep farms viable.
The Agricultural Adjustment Act (AAA), enacted in 1933, allowed farmers to be
paid to not plant certain farm crops, which deceased the supply and equalized
the markets. The AAA was judged unconstitutional in 1936, but the Farm Credit
Act of 1933 facilitated various term loans for farmers which filled in the gaps
left when AAA was disbanded. In 1934 the Federal Farm Bankruptcy Act was
passed, restricting banks’ ability to foreclose on farms. The Soil Conservation
and Domestic Allotment Act of 1936 initiated the program which allowed the
government to pay farmers not to farm as to conserve soil and control erosion,
especially during times of severe drought. The Rural Electrification Act of 1936
allowed the federal government to make loans “for rural electrification and the
furnishing of electric energy to persons in rural areas who are not receiving central station service.” [Living New Deal]
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Banking
President Roosevelt made use of media to connect with the public. Not only
with publicized speeches, but with his series of “Fireside Chats” which were
aired on CBS Radio.
During President Roosevelt’s Fireside Chat on Banking, March 1933, he spoke
the American country about fear, “Let us unite in banishing fear. We have provided the machinery to restore our financial system, and it is up to you to support and make it work. It is your problem, my friends. Your problem no less than
it is mine. Together, we cannot fail.”

Setting the Stage for World War II
The early 1920s saw the formation of: the Nazi Party with Hitler named as its
leader; the Soviet Union; the Soviet Communist Party; and the Fascists took
control of Italy with Mussolini as prime minister. The 1930s saw increased Nazi
Party growth and aggression, and the Japanese invasion of China. President
Franklin Roosevelt signed the Neutrality Act in 1935. This Act prohibited the
United States from providing aid in foreign wars. 1935 also saw the invasion
of Ethiopia by Mussolini’s Italian Fascist forces. Ethiopia was a member state of
the League of Nations and the League was ineffective in providing prevention
or protection.
The Spanish Civil War lasted from 1936 to 1939. This civil war brought international attention to the politics and economies of Western Europe and became the prototype of World War II. While the Spanish Civil war waged, Hitler
absorbed Austria into Germany in early 1938, again breaking the terms of the
Treaty of Versailles. Six months later in September, Hitler took over Sudetenland,
the German-speaking area of Czechoslovakia. He later went on to overtake the
entire country. On September 28, 1938, a meeting among Russia, Germany,
Britain, France and Italy occurred to discuss the Nazi aggression in Czechoslovakia. The result was a policy of appeasement in the hopes the policy would
stop Hitler. Almost a year later, in August 1939, the Soviet Union and Germany
signed their Nonaggression Pact regarding Hitler’s plan to invade Poland.
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World War ł ł (1939-1945)

Introduction
World War II was a global conflict that took place from 1939 to 1945. The war
was triggered by Germany’s invasion of Poland in 1939. Although the United
States supported its allies, it didn’t officially enter the war until after the bombing of Pearl Harbor in 1941. The Allies included U.S., Britain, France, Russia,
Australia, Belgium, Brazil, Canada, China, Denmark, Greece, Netherlands, New
Zealand, Norway, Poland, South Africa, and Yugoslavia. Axis powers included
Germany, Japan, Italy, Hungary, Romania, and Bulgaria. Roughly 100 million
people served during the war in some capacity. Over 60 million people were
killed in the conflict, including 11 million Jews and other victims who were
mass-murdered by the Nazi Regime in the Holocaust.
The tide of the war turned in 1942 when Japan lost the Battle of Midway and
Germany lost strategic ground in North Africa and Russia. Another major turning
point was the Allied invasion of France in 1944. The Battle of the Bulge took
place the winter of 1944-45, becoming the largest and bloodiest battle fought
by the United States in the war with 75,000 casualties including 8,400 American soldiers killed. Just a few months later Germany surrendered, and Japan
surrendered by August 1945.
After the U.S. entered World War II, all men between the ages of 18 and 65
registered for the draft. Between November 1940 and October 1946, over 10
million American men registered.

As we think of the draft, we think of younger men and older teens.
But for this World War II draft, not only did the young men register for the
draft, so did the men who were born between April 28, 1877 and February 16,
1897. It was referred to as the “Old Man’s Draft.” Its purpose was to provide
a complete inventory of manpower resources that could be used for national
service. A Grover example would be that of Edward “Dutch” von Gruben who
registered for the draft and did serve in the U.S. Army and for his father, Edward Gruben, who was considered to be part of the “Old Man’s
Draft.” [fold3.com, “Old Man’s Draft”]
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World War II Major Events Timeline
WWII was a multi-theatre, multi-country war that encircled the globe. The below timeline features keynote events and battles. There is no way to include
everything within the scope of this chapter. We invite you to use this minimal
timeline to further explore and research the events and battles that encompassed this war.
The late 1930s saw further aggression by the Nazi party, violating the Treaty of
Versailles, including its invasion of Poland. That invasion prompted the official
beginning of WWII with Britain and France declaring way on Germany.
1941 encompassed the fall of France and the Battle of Britain, the 16-week
air war. Britain won due to radar in their planes. But Britain was at the breaking
point and asked the United States for help. Roosevelt, due to the 1935 Neutrality Act, the U.S. could not provide direct assistance. In the United States, this
led to the formation and passage of the Lend-Lease Act in March 1941 which
allowed the United States to come to Britain’s aid. Other Allied Nations also received aid under the Lend-Lease Act. The Peacetime Draft, in September during
its first round, 6.5 million men were drafted. December saw the attack on Pearl
Harbor with the United States declaring war on Japan on the 8th. Nazi Germany
declared war on the U.S. on the 11th. This began the immense two-theater
world war.
On December 8, 1941, the day after the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, President Roosevelt asked the U.S. Congress for a Declaration of War in his famous
Infamy speech: “Yesterday, December 7, 1941 -- a date which will live in infamy
– the United States of America was suddenly and deliberatly attacked by naval
and air forces of the Empire of Japan.” [History Matters]
Colonel James Doolittle and his squadron of B-25’s (Doolittle’s Raiders) made
the first bombing raid on Tokyo in 1942 and the Battle of Midway became the
turning point in the Pacific theater.
The Battle of Rome, in 1944, cost 55,000 Allied soldiers in mid-January.
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D-Day: Operation Overlord, June 6, 1944
General Eisenhower’s Order of the Day, a copy given to each soldier, sailor and
airman BEFORE they embarked for battle: “Your task will not be an easy one.
Your enemy is well trained, well-equipped and battle-hardened. He will fight
savagely… I have full confidence in your courage, devotion to duty and skill in
battle. We will accept nothing less than full Victory!”
On the 40th Anniversary of D-Day, President Ronald Reagan stated on June 6,
1984, “…(to veterans) You all knew that some things are worth dying for. One’s
country is worth dying for, and Democracy is worth dying for because it’s the
most deeply honorable form of government ever devised by man.”
The Battle of the Vosges Mountains began toward the end of October and waged
through January. Strasbourg was liberated in November and with that the final
push to the Battle of the Bulge. The Allies broke the Nazi line on December 25th.
During the Battle of the Bulge 19,485 Americans were killed, 15,360 captured
and 45,155 were wounded. This Battle is considered the turning point in World
War II and ensured the Allied victory in May 1945. There is a Battle of the Bulge
Memorial Monument in the St. Louis area’s Jefferson Barracks Historic Park.
The National Battle of the Bulge Monument is located at Valley Forge Military
Institute in Wayne, Pennsylvania.

Memory of 50th Anniversary of Battle of Bulge
by Jill Siebert VonGruben about her father, Oliver Siebert
50th Anniversary, World War II: Battle of the Bulge
Commemorative Book
(Source: Jill Siebert VonGruben)

In 1994, St. Louis hosted the
National Commemoration of the 50th Anniversary of the Battle of the Bulge over the weekend
of Friday, December 16 through Sunday, December 18th. This was a major
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event which brought the Veterans, their families, U.S. Government Officials,
U.S. Military Officers including the U.S. Secretary of Defense, Luxembourg representative and the Belgium Prince to St. Louis to celebrate and commemorate. It was an amazing event. There was to be a grand march of the Veterans
and their families on Friday morning. The only downside of the weekend was
that it sleeted and iced during Friday night and for safety reasons, the march
was cancelled. The Veterans and their families, who were to accompany their
Vet on that march, were very disappointed.”
– Jill Siebert VonGruben

In February 1945, Churchill, Roosevelt and Stalin met at what
became known as the Yalta Conference to plan post-war Europe. In the Pacific, the Battle of Iwo Jima waged for weeks. On
April 12th, President Roosevelt dies.
Iwo Jima U.S. Post Office issued stamp
With the end of April, came the execution of Mussolini and Hitler’s suicide. May
7th became known as V-E Day – Victory in Europe Day which marked the formal acceptance of Nazi Germany’s unconditional surrender.
Germany surrenders at Reims, May 7, 1945 U.S.
Postal Service Commemorative Stamp

The summer of 1945 brought the establishment of the United
Nations, the atomic bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, Japan. Victory in Japan Day marking the formal surrender of the
Japanese aboard the USS Missouri was on September 2nd.
USS Missouri Honoring the Battleship known as “Mighty
Mo” on the 75th anniversary of her commissioning. U.S.
Postal Service Forever stamp, 6/11/2019 release date.
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Any discussion of World War II must also include the
Holocaust: They are forever intertwined.
Holocaust Timeline
The below timeline features keynote events as they impacted the Holocaust
and as they intertwined with WWII events. There is no way to include everything
within the scope of this chapter. We invite you to use this minimal timeline to
further explore and research the events that shaped the Holocaust.
The 1930s saw the opening of concentration camps in Nazi-controlled Europe.
With the late 1930s came Kristallnacht (Night of Broken Glass) with 30,000 male
Jews sent to Dachau, Buchenwald and Sachsenhausen concentration camps.
The early 1940s brought the establishment of Auschwitz I and II concentration
camps and the Chelmno death camp. 34,000 Jews were massacred outside
of Kiev. On January 1, 1942, the Wannsse Conference brought various levels
of German governmental leaders to meet to gain agreement on cooperation
for the implementation of the “Final Solution to the Jewish Question.” By spring,
deportation to killing centers and gassing of Jews had begun. The 1942 winter
began the deadliest phase of the Holocaust.
The infamous Warsaw Ghetto revolt began in April 1943. In October 1944,
Auschwitz inmates attempt a revolt. With the Allied Forces advancing in early
1945, the evacuation of Auschwitz had begun with the death marches from
Auschwitz, Stutthof and Buchenwald.
In April 1945, the British Army liberated Bergen Belsen and the American Army
liberated Nordhausen, Ohrudruf, Gunskirchen, Ebensee and Dachau concentration camps. On May 5th, the American Army liberated the camps of Mauthausen and Gusen. [Holocaust Museum]
The St. Louis area has a Holocaust Center at the Holocaust Museum & Learning
Center. It is a profound place to visit and learn. Visit online at https://hmlc.org
In St. Louis on March 27, 1933 almost a decade before the United States
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entered World War II, over 1,200 Jews, Protestants, and Catholics attended a
meeting at Christ Church Cathedral to protest reports of outrages against Jews in
Germany. Hundreds were turned away. The group approved a message to both
the State Department and the German embassy in Washington denouncing the
antisemitism of Hitler’s government. [St. Louis Star and Times, 3/28/1933] [St.
Louis Post-Dispatch, 3/28/1933]
On April 12, 1945, General of the Army (5 stars) Dwight Eisenhower visited Ohrdruf-Nord, a subcamp of Buchenwald and described what he saw as “beyond the
American mind to comprehend.”… He ordered every soldier not at the immediate front to tour the camps in order for them to observe first-hand the evil and the
cruelty inflicted on the Jews and other innocent prisoners. He also arranged for
various other influential Americans and elected officials to see the evidence of the
camps for themselves, as he anticipated a time when some might try to refute the
scale of the Holocaust. He wanted to ensure that the world would never forget
what had happened. [US Holocaust Memorial Museum]
“While he wasn’t on the front lines of war, but he [Ronald Reagan] had a front row
seat. As a member of the First Motion Picture Unit, he saw unedited footage of
the liberation of the Nazi death camps at war’s end. The images made such an
impression on him that he saved a reel, against a time when people might deny
that the Holocaust had ever happened.” [History Channel, “Timing…Reagan”]
Unfortunately, it seems Eisenhower’s and Reagan’s fears are coming to fruition.
According to a study conducted (February 2018) by the Conference on Jewish
Material Claims Against Germany, 66% of American millennials (13-34 yrs.
old) could not correctly define what Auschwitz was. “Twenty-two percent of
this group responded that they haven’t heard of the Holocaust or are not sure
whether they’ve heard of it.” The hope, though, lies in the response given to one
of the last questions of the study: ‘should students learn about the Holocaust in
school?’. Ninety-three percent responded, yes.” [Zauzmer] To counteract the increasing loss of awareness and education, January 27th of each year has been
designated International Holocaust Remembrance Day. This day of remembrance was designated by the United Nations General Assembly Resolution
60/7 on November 1, 2005.
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World War II became a war of science vastly improving on existing technology
and introducing new technologies and advances. Examples of both were improved airplanes, jets, armored tanks, synthetic rubber, aircraft carriers, radar,
code breaking technologies, guided missiles and other technological advances.

Below is the story of the National Personnel Records Center Fire. How does
that affect the work for this chapter? Because for many of our residents who
served in World War II and the Korean War, we only have their draft cards and
perhaps their induction records. We have no details. Unless those Veterans
or their families have donated their stories to the Wildwood Historical Society,
their stories are lost to the ages. This is the reason we strive to collect as many
stories as we can. We express our immense gratitude to those who have taken
the time over the past 20 years to write down those stories and donate them
to the Wildwood Historical Society for preservation and educational purposes.

National Personnel Records Center Fire
(Source: Photo courtesy of newspapers.com,
St. Louis Post-Dispatch, July 13, 1973.)

“On July 17, 1973, a disastrous fire at the National Personnel Records Center
(NPRC) destroyed approximately 16-18 million Official Military Personnel Files
(OMPF). The records affected: 80% loss of Army personnel discharged from
November 1, 1912 to January 1, 1960 and a 75% loss of Air Force personnel
(with names alphabetically after Hubbard, James E.) discharged from September 25, 1947 to January 1, 1964.
The fire itself was reported shortly after midnight on July 12, 1973. Firefighters
arrived less than 5 minutes after the first alarm was sounded. They entered
and were able to get to the 6th floor where the fire was; but the heat and
smoke forced the firefighters to withdraw at 3:15am. In order to combat and
contain the flames, the firefighters were forced to pour great quantities of
water onto the exterior of the building and inside through broken windows.
The fire burned out of control for 22 hours; … The blaze was so intense that
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local Overland residents had to remain indoors, due to the heavy acrid smoke.
It was not until July 16, nearly four and a half days after the first reports, that
the local fire department called the fire officially out… In all, it took the participation of 42 fire districts to combat the disastrous blaze. Due to the extensive
damages, investigators were never able to determine the source of the fire.
To stop the fire, millions of gallons of water was poured into the building. To
stop sporadic rekindling of fire, firefighters continued spraying water on the
building until late July. In addition, broken water lines continued to flood the
building until they could be capped. Water damage, while heaviest on the
fifth floor, was spread throughout the building. Standing water, combined with
the high temperatures and humidity of a typical St. Louis summer, created a
situation ripe for mold growth. As paper is highly susceptible to mold, officials
sprayed thymol throughout the building to control any outbreak.
Also of concern was how to dry out the millions of water-soaked records.
McDonnel Douglas and NASA helped with the water extraction and drying
process. In the 45+ years since the fire, extreme measures have been taken to
restore and reconstruct those records.”

In terms of loss to the cultural heritage
of our nation, the 1973 NPRC
Fire was an unparalleled disaster.
[National Archives, “1973 Fire”]

Celebrating Our Military Personnel
Those Who Paid the Ultimate Price
World War II encompassed almost every young man in the country. The 1940
U.S. Census noted that there were only 4,927 individuals living in Meramec Township. While the list below is only a sampling of the men who served from our area,
it gives just a hint of the impact on the families and the economy of our area due
to this many young men leaving their farms and businesses to fight.
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Band of Brothers:
Three McKinnon brothers from Glencoe fought in
World War II – Only 1 came home
Roy, Irvin, and Donald were sons of Joseph McKinnon (1901-1976) and
Ophelia Vesper. In 1940, the McKinnon’s lived in Glencoe and Joseph worked
in the clay pits. Joseph McKinnon was the great-great grandson of Theopolis
McKinnon and Sarah Hamilton one of the earliest settlers who received a
Spanish Land Grant along Bonhomme Creek in 1799. Theopolis McKinnon’s
Survey #163 was in the vicinity of what would later be named Orrville.
Roy E. McKinnon (1923-1944) enlisted as a Private at
Jefferson Barracks on Feb 5, 1943. He served as a
Technician Fifth Class for the U.S. Army and was classified as Missing in Action or Buried at Sea on April 28,
1944. Roy is memorialized at the Cambridge American
Cemetery in England.
Roy E. McKinnon (Source: WHS image collection)

Irvin L. McKinnon (1925-1945) joined the Marine
Corps and was killed in action at Iwo Jima on March 3,
1945. Irvin is buried at the National Memorial Cemetery
of the Pacific (Punchbowl) in Honolulu, Hawaii. The
Battle of Iwo Jima was a major battle in World War II
where the U.S. captured the island of Iwo Jima from the
Japanese Imperial Army in 1945. The battle is often symbolized by a photograph of the raising of the U.S. flag on top of Mount Suribachi by U.S. Marines.
Irvin L. McKinnon(Source: WHS image collection)

Donald W McKinnon (1924-1999) enlisted as a Private at Jefferson Barracks on Dec 1, 1943. Donald served with the 13th Armored Group in the
European Theater. When the Army learned that both of his brothers had been
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killed, Donald was sent home. “Cpl. Donald W. McKinnon, sole surviving son
of Mr. and Mrs. Joseph McKinnon of Glencoe, will be returned to the United
States for permanent assignment in consideration of family sacrifice and contribution to the war effort, the War Department announced today. The ruling
follows a policy adopted recently by the Army whereby the sole survivor of a
family which has lost two or more sons in the service will be returned to the
United States for permanent assignment.” Don is buried at Jefferson Barracks.
The tradition of sending home a surviving sibling is the theme of the 1998
American film Saving Private Ryan. The VFW Post (#7121) in Glencoe is
named after the McKinnons. [STL Post, 5/1/1945]
•

Gerald Augustine
Pfc. Gerald Augustine, 19, infantryman, died
April 18 of wounds suffered in action on Okinawa in 1945. He was the son of Mrs. Rose
Halley of Maplewood, and of George Augustine
of Pond, Mo. [STL Post, 6/19/1945]

Arnold Jaeger, on furlough,
with his mother, Hazel, and
little brother, Tony.
(Source: WHS image
collection)

Arnold Jaeger, Private First Class, never returned. He was killed on June 30, 1944 in Italy.
His parents were John and Hazel Jaeger and
his brother was Tony.

Wilbur “Lefty” Albert Kirchhoff
Wilbur Albert Kirchhoff, U.S. Navy, S1c, was
killed aboard the U.S.S. Arizona on December 7, 1941. His name is etched in
stone at the Battleship Arizona Memorial along with hundreds of others. [Pearl
Harbor Casualty List]
Marion A. Meier
Pvt. Marion A. Meier, Eureka, died of malaria July 20 in New Guinea. Private
Meier was 36 years old. His father was William Meier of Labadie.
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Francis’s father Anton served during WWI in
France. Anton’s father, Adam, (Francis’ grandfather) left Germany in the 1800s so that his sons
and grandsons would not be subjected to the oppressive military conscription laws there.
“Francis was always laughing, always so much fun
to be around,” recalled his younger brother Ervin.
Francis knew there was a chance he wouldn’t
Francis Schaedler
make it through the war and he told Rhonda “Wait
(Source: WHS image
for me six months after the war is over. If I’m not
collection)
home by then, I won’t be coming back.” Rhonda
taught school at Hollow until the school closed and worked in St. Louis for a
time. After Francis’ death, she and her sister, Emma Lee, joined the Women’s
Marine Corps.
Francis served as a radio operator in a B-17 bomber and was killed in August 1943 when his plane
was shot down over Germany. He was first listed as
missing in action. He was posthumously awarded,
The Air Medal. His parents received the medal at
Scott Air Base.

Francis Schaedler
sharing a goodbye kiss
with his finacee, Rhonda
Davis, at the St. Alban’s
rail siding.
(Source: WHS image
collection)

Mr. & Mrs. Anton Schaedler Receiving Francis’ posthumously awarded medals. Scott Field, Illinois
(Source: WHS image collection)
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Clarence August Schaeg (1918-1944)
Army Private Clarence August Schaeg was born January 10, 1918 and was killed
in action in eastern France on December 12, 1944, one month before his 27th
birthday. He is buried in the Lorraine American Cemetery in France.
Marvin O. Steines ( - 1945) WWII, ca 1943
Marvin O. Steines was the son of Walter and Lettie (Lehmann) Steines who
lived in Pond. He was 32 years old when he was killed on Luzon Island in the
Pacific in January 17, 1945. He wife, Henrietta Kesselring, was the daughter of
Henry and Mary Luken Kesselring.
Tech Sgt. John August Von Gruben
Sgt. John August Von Gruben was born December 1, 1915, and he was killed
in action in Normandy, France, on June 14, 1944, eight days after D-Day. John
was 28 years old. A Memorial Service was held at St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran
Church at Orrville on August 6, 1944.
Harold C. Walka
Pfc. Harold C. Walka, 19, an infantryman was killed in action in Italy. He served
with the 361st Infantry Regiment, 91st Infantry Division. Walka was awarded
the Purple Heart. He is buried in the Florence American Cemetery, Provincia
di Firenze, Toscana, Italy. His parents were Daniel Christian Walka and Martha
Melvina McKinnon Walka.

Celebrating Our Military Personnel:
Those Who Came Home
World War II encompassed almost every young man in the country. The list
below is only a sampling of the men who served from our area.
Roy Aldrich served in the U.S. Navy.
(Source: WHS image collection)
Herbert A. Athey
Bob Berry, Army Air Corps
(Source: WHS image collection)
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Herbert Blair served in the U.S.
Army and this photo was taken
in Germany during his military
service circa 1945.(Source: WHS
image collection)

Everett L. Byrd

George B. Coleman (1916-1957) served in World War II
as an infantry staff sergeant, serving in the Pacific campaign.
“He was a member of the Lt. Patton’s ‘rough-neck crew’ so
named by other soldiers because they go into the hottest
enemy areas, spend a day and a night getting back to their
own lines. Any enemy soldiers encountered by Patton’s men
on their forays are not handled gently… Fighting mosquitos,
Coleman wrote home, is as much of a job as fighting Japs.”
[STL Post, 12/31/1942] [STL Post, 3/6/1957]
J.P. (Jack) Connell
Rhonda Davis
(Source: WHS image collection)
After the death of her fiancé, Francis
Schaedler, during the war (see above),
Rhonda and her sister, Emma Lee, joined the
Women’s Marine Corps.

Arthur H. Diekmann
				

Harold C. Diekmann

Allen Eugene Dubbs,
U.S. Navy Seaman 1st
Class. (Source: WHS
image collection)

264

Era 1920 to 1990 -

Malcom A. Essen

Celebrate the History of Wildwood

Milton Carl Fick (1926-1948) married Margaret Fick. Milton was born in Chesterfield, he was the son of Andrew Fick and Georgia Corless. Milton was a filling station
attendant for Omar Wolff Service Station, and later lived in Ellisville. A World War II
veteran, Milton died from an accident in Fenton from “multiple fractures of face and
skull with advanced 3rd degree burns due to being an occupant of plane which crashed
after colliding with another plane.” He is buried at St. John Cemetery in Ballwin.
Vernon A. Fick
Clifford “Tip” E. Gaehle Served in the U.S.
Army (Source: WHS image collection)

Irvin E. Gaehle

Nelson Gaehle, (ca. Nov 1940)
(Source: WHS image collection)

William F. Gaehle

Sgt. David H. Godair, 19, a tail gunner on a heavy bomber was listed missing in action on October 6. He was the
son of Mr. & Mrs. Milton E. Godair of Glencoe. Sgt. Godair
did come home alive after being released from prisoner of
war camps in Germany. [STL Post, 6/16/1945]
John A. Godair
Edwin Hardt, Jr. with his grandmother,
Wilhelmina Bouquet Hardt
Edwin Hardt, Jr. served in the U.S. Army.
(Source: WHS image collection)
James E. Hencken, U.S. Navy Ens., served as a
member of an engineer corps unit, was 23 years old
when wounded in action in the South Pacific area. His
parents are Mr. and Mrs. Otto A. Hencken.
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Milton Hurt was 17 years old when he enlisted in
the Navy. The year was 1943 and he said his Dad
recommended that he enlist rather than waiting to
be drafted. He served almost three years… They
Navy put him into the CB’s (construction battalion)
where his unit was assigned to maintain airports. His
first tour was in Europe. His next assignment was in
the Aleutian Islands, Alaska. There the job of building
runways for the airport presented a new problem.
Much of the soil was volcanic ash. In order to pour
concrete, the men had to install a metal underlaying
first to make the runways stable. [Bethel]

Don Jaeger served in the
U.S. Army.

Henry Joseph Jaeger (1921-2010) was the son of Herman Jaeger (1877-1959) and
Emile Beinke Jaeger (1901-2000). Henry grew up on the Jaeger Farm at Ossenfort
and Hardt Roads, and he attended Melrose School through the eighth grade. Henry
joined the U.S. Army in October 1942 and he served in the European Theater under
General George Patton with the 737th Tank Battalion, arriving on D-Day on Omaha
Beach. He returned home to Meramec Township with an English bride.

Herman Jaeger Served in the U.S.
Army. He was the son of August Jaeger.
(Source: WHS image collection)

M. Jaeger

Wilson A. Jaeger Served in the U.S. Army
(Source: WHS image collection)
The World War II U.S. Army uniform worn by Wilson Jaeger
is now in the possession of the Wildwood Historical Society.
The Jaeger’s lived on Ossenfort Road near Hardt Road.
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Harvey H. Kiefer			

Howard G. Kemper

Fred “Fritz” Kesselring
served in the U.S. Navy during WWII.
Henry Klump, U.S. Army
(Source: WHS image collection)

Lester H. Klump ( - 1991) was inducted into
the Army in 1943, trained in Texas. In 1944-45,
he saw action in France, Germany, Austria, Switzerland and Italy. He married Anna Mae Mottert
and they were married for 51 years
until Lester’s death in 1991. Anna’s wedding
gown in on display in the Wildwood Historical
Society’s Museum.
(Source: WHS image collection)

Wilson Koewing served in the U.S.
Army. Prior to being in the Army, Wilson
was a college baseball pitcher. (Source:
WHS image collection)

Pfc. Ralph O. Kreienkamp ( -2003), 19, son of Mr. and Mrs. Otto J. Kreienkamp,
Melrose, Mo., was wounded in action Sept. 9 in Belgium, the War Department
announced. He had previously (to his April 13 wounding) been awarded the Purple
Heart and the Bronze Star. His grandmother, Mrs. Anna Broemmelsick,
lived in Chesterfield, Mo. On April 13, Pfc Kreienkamp was wounded a second
time in Germany.
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Stanley Kreienkamp
Served in the U.S. Army.
(Source: WHS image collection)

Harvey Kroenung served in the 3rd U.S.
Army in the European Campaign. He was
wounded in the Battle of the Bulge.

Harold F. Lehmann
		

Marvin L. Lehmann

Melvin E. Lehmann

Wilbert Vernon McDaniel
served in the U.S. Army.
He was 27 in 1942.
(Source: WHS image collection)

David McGraw
served in the U.S. Army
(Source: WHS image collection)

Harold McKinnon

Frank Miller served in the U.S. Army.

Sgt. Fred A. Muehler, 22 years old, of Pacific, top turret gunner and engineer of the
Flying Fortress Leading Lady, was suspended by the feet from the interior of the ship
so he could push equipment through the partly-opened bomb bays to lighten the
plane and enable it to reach its base after being damaged by flak in a recent raid on
oil plants at Meiseburg, Germany, an Army dispatch reported today. The plane’s copilot held Sgt. Muehler by the feet as the Sgt. pushed equipment through the opening.
St. Muehler holds the Distinguished Flying Cross and has completed 29 missions. He
is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Richard Muehler of Pacific.
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Sgt. Rhienhardt Muir, Calvaryman, received the Bronze Star for heroic action
against the enemy in Germany. Under intense machine gun fire, Sgt. Muir left the
protection of a tank to rescue a wounded soldier.
Melvin M. Olsen

Robert Orr, served in the U.S. Navy.
(Source: WHS image collection)

Charles T. Ossenschmidt

Vernon Pauble served in the U.S. Marines during
WWII and was a member of the Marine detachment on the U.S.S. Phoenix at Pearl Harbor.
Emma Davis Pauble served in the U.S. Marines
during WWII. (Source: WHS image collection)

(L to R) The Pendleton Brothers: Winston “Rusty,” Don
and Dale (Source: WHS image collection)
Dale Pendleton served in the U.S. Army in the
South Pacific theater.
Rusty and Don Pendleton
Don (left) was a Jeep driver in Italy, while Rusty (right) served in an anti-aircraft battalion in the Battle of the Bulge. During the war, Don transported two officers to Munich
and he recognized the number of his brother’s outfit on the bumper on the truck. Rusty’s
memory of the day is “He (Don) knew I was around there somewhere, and within an
hour he found me. It was a Sunday afternoon and I was taking care of the office when
he walked in. I about fell over. I hadn’t seen him in three years.” The commanding
officers of the soldiers gave each a three-day leave so they could spend some time
together. (A third Pendleton brother, Dale, served in the South Pacific theatre.)
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•
Rusty was born in Maries County, Missouri in 1924. At age 13 he moved to St.
Albans and worked for the dairy until he was drafted into the Army in 1943.
Rusty had received extensive training and was a Sergeant, assigned to the
575th Anti-Aircraft, 11th Armor Division with the 3rd Army during his military
service in Europe. His vehicle during the Battle of the Bulge was a “half-track
with four machine guns mounted on the turret. The guns could be used on
low-flying aircraft or ground troops.” Randy fought in the Siege of Bastogne,
the week-long struggle that was part of the larger battle. They were fighting
not only the Germans, but also the bitter cold. “With the enemy came the
severe cold weather, with snow and sub-zero temperatures, often 20 to 30
degrees below. The battle lasted 45 days, during which we had no shelter,
only slit trenches and fox holes at night. For food, we had K-rations in boxes
and C-rations in cans. I had only two showers in 4-1/2 months. Rusty was only
20 years old during this battle that raged from December 16, 1944 into late
January 1945. “Our first day in combat was an experience I won’t even attempt to describe, including buddies killed and wounded. I was not wounded,
but suffered only frozen feet, some hearing loss, and memories that still haunt
me… We were in danger of dying every second. But that infantry fighting out
in front I really admire. I can’t believe the punishment those men took.”
Rusty’s Division continued across Germany and Austria. At Mauthausen,
Austria, Rusty’s division came upon a concentration camp with a capacity of
25,000 inmates – prisoners sent there to die by starvation or other means. It
is estimated that upwards of 320,000 people perished at Mauthausen before
it was liberated. “There were bodies stacked like cordwood, to be buried in
mass graves or burned in ovens.” Rusty was with the Army of Occupation until
March 1946. “I had been willing to go into military service, and I did the best I
could, being proud to serve my country.”
“Mauthausen camp survivors cheer
American soldiers soon after their
liberation, May 1945”
(Source: U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum, courtesy of National Archives and
Records Administration)
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May 6, 1945. Soldiers of the 11th armored division of the U.S. Army liberate
Mauthausen. It is estimated that upwards of 320,000 people perished at
Mauthausen before it was liberated.
Years after the war, Rusty saw a familiar face among his co-workers in a
carpentry shop in St. Louis. “I saw a face I recognized but it took me awhile
before I remembered – I had captured him. We worked together for two
years.” [Bethel] [Rose]
“He returned home to marry his sweetheart, Dorothy (Dot), whom he had met
at a barn dance at St. Albans in 1940. The couple were married for 72 years.
[Dot died on 3/9/2019.] For many years, Pendleton worked as a professional
carpenter. He built a home for Dorothy and their son in Wildwood. He fell in
love with airplanes during the war and decided he wanted to learn to fly. He
bought a small plane, a Piper Tri-Pacer, and loved to take Dorothy sightseeing.”
•

Cpl. Emil F. Portner of Pacific completed more than 130 missions with the Air
Transport Command in the India-Burma-China area. He received four decorations in
a ceremony at Biloxi, Mississippi. His ceremony established the record for decorations
one presentation. He was awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross, the Air Medal and
one Oak Leaf Cluster for each. He was made a charter member of the “Hump Happy
Recruits” club organized at Rosecrans Field at St. Joseph, Missouri for the veterans of
the Air Transport Command. [STL Post, 1/21/1944] [STL Post, 3/23/1944]

Pvt. Wilfred A. Poertner, 19, an infantryman, was wounded in action November 3,
1944 in France. His parents, Mr. and Mrs.
Fred Poertner lived in Grover. He was later
reported being a prisoner in Germany as
of January 21, 1945.

Clarence A. Rauscher

Bud Rickard (Source: WHS image collection)

Celebrate the History of Wildwood - Era 1920 to 1990

271

Clifford “Shorty” Rickard served in the U.S. Army Air
Corps. He served as a bombardier in the Pacific Theater.
He drowned in an accident in the Missouri River in 1954.
(Source: WHS image collection)

Virgil Rickard
(Source: WHS image collection)

Raymond G. Ross had married Virginia Laup in July
1941 and then was inducted into the Army on October
7th of that year. In 1944, Staff Sgt. Raymond G. Ross
was awarded the Air Medal by Lt. Gen. George C. Kenney, commander of the Allied Air Forces in the Southwest
Pacific area. The award was made, the citation read,
“for meritorious achievement while participating in 25
operation flight missions in the area, during which hostile
contact was probable and expected.” [Moberly]

Norman J. St. Onge
Leroy H. Schaedler
Norbert Schaedler

Archibald “Archie” W. Schaeg served in the U.S.
Marine Corps. (Source: WHS image collection)

Calvin J. Schaeg
		

Bernhard E. Schaeg served in the U.S. Army.

				Charles Melvin Schlemper served in the U.S. Navy.
		

272

Ivan Albert Schlemper served in the U.S. Army.
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Elmer “Mick” Schott enlisted on November 4, 1942. He received basic training,
airplane mechanic training and additional
training in aircraft maintenance on the B-17.
He arrived in Giulia Field in Cerignola, Italy
on February 3, 1944. He was assigned to
the 756th Bomb Squadron, 459th Bomb
Group. His permanent housing was a tent.
Even though his training was on B-17s, he
Elmer “Mick” F. Schott
became a crew chief on a B-24 bomber
( -2017)
(Source: Courtesy of the
named “Hot Sketch” Hot Sketch frequently
Schott Family)
came back from missions fairly well shot up
with flack. He had a 4-man crew working
under and with him and there was a specialty crew to work on sheet metal. There was also another crew for engine and super-charge replacement
for all of the planes. He believed
Hot Sketch made 98 missions
before being shot down in August
1944. He worked on a couple of
un-named planes for the rest of
his tour of duty. He was 21 at that
time. His parents were Mr. and Mrs.
E. L. Schott of Glencoe.

In addition to a unit citation
awarded September 2, 1944,
Mick was awarded the Bronze Star
Medal on December 3, 1944 for
“meritorious service in support of
combat operations.”
[Schott, “Military History”]

Elmer “Mick” Schott being awarded
Bronze Star (Source: Courtesy of the
Schott Family)
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Gilbert E. Schott
Harold W. Schott
			Lester F. Simon
Earl G. Straub
Elmer H. Straub
Edward “Dutch” Von Gruben
(1922-2010) was a Technician 4th
Grade, Battery B, 50th Field Artillery
Battalion. Dutch served in truck transportation and saw action during the
Battle of the Bulge. He served in the
European Theater of the war. A local
German family befriended him and
they stayed in contact for a number of
years after the war. Dutch’s son, Kenn,
remembers, “Dad said it took 17 days
to cross the Atlantic (from New York
City, I think) and arrived in Marseilles,
France. He said everyone on the ship
was seasick.”
(Source: Von Gruben Family)

“T/Sgt. Leroy W. Willming was a jeep driver with a tank destroyer battalion in
Gen. Patton’s army in France. He was commended for participation in destruction of
‘more enemy tanks than any other battalion in the army.’” Willming was employed
at St. Albans Farms in Franklin County for eleven years before enlisting in the army.”
[Washington Missourian]

Eugene Wolff with Albertha Gaehle
Eugene Wolff served in the U.S. Army.
(Source: WHS image collection)
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Segregated Troops
During World War II, about 125,000 African Americans served overseas in the
military. The Armed Forces were still segregated and most African American
soldiers served as truck drivers or dock workers. During the Battle of the Bulge,
General Eisenhower was short on replacement troops and allowed black soldiers to join white units in combat for the first time. This was a step toward
desegregation in the United States military, which formally went into place in
1948. The Army had segregated units. The only African American Airmen were
the approximately 1,000 Tuskegee pilots were treated while on base worse
than the POWs housed there, yet “They carried out hundreds of successful
missions escorting bomber planes to safety.” [Memison]
Two African American WWII soldiers from our area were:
Clifford Frazier (1926-2010) was the son of Henry Frazier and Maggie Wash,
a descendant of slaves who came to Spanish Territory with the Long family in
the 1790s. Clifford served in World War II and returned home to marry Doris Fiddmont and raise their six children in the Westland Acres community on
Church Road.
Walter Madison (1914-1983) Walter was the grandson of former slaves from
the Wild Horse Creek Valley. Walter grew up on Strecker Road and was the son
of August Madison (1888-1969) and Stella Wash (1874-1952). Walter married Henrietta Westfall (1910-1986). August Madison was the son of Stapleton
Madison (1841-1919) who served in the U.S.C.T. alongside his brother Elijah
Madison during the Civil War.

WWII On the Homefront
World War II required everyone to participate in the war effort, whether soldier
or at home. “…we must win this war and we are going to win it. Everybody
supported the cause because we knew it would take the whole population to
win. Women were working in factories, building airplanes and tanks and trucks.
There was nobody I ever heard of who didn’t support the cause. War in this
country had never happened like that. And it has never happened like that
since,” stated Hershel “Woody” Williams, U.S. Marine Corps retired, WWII U.S.
Medal of Honor recipient. [Baime]
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During World War II for most public schools, the Pledge
of Allegiance became required as part of the beginning of
each school day.
Just as Blue Star flags
hung in windows of
the families of men
Win the War
and women serving
U.S. Post Office,
WWII-era stamp
in World War I, the
practice
continued
during World War II. Gold Star flags were
hung in the windows of service personnel
who had lost their lives.

Edward Von Gruben and his son,
Ed “Dutch” Von Gruben Standing
in front of Blue Star Window
(Source: Courtesy of the
Von Gruben Family)

During World War II, the villages of Howell
and Hamburg (just across the Missouri River
in St. Charles County) were swallowed up by Army munitions plants and the
region became a production facility for the military. Howell’s Prairie is now part of
Weldon Spring Conservation Area and Busch Wildlife in St. Charles County.
During WWII, my grandfather [Frank Voss], guarded the power lines from the
St. Louis County side. The power lines led to the Mallinckrodt power plant in St.
Charles. There were bunkers in present-day Busch Wildlife where they stored
TNT. These bunkers were camouflaged. The U.S. was concerned about sabotage. My grandfather’s job was to climb tower and signal to someone across
the river that all was ok. The tower was located on Mary Jones place, on a
gravel road left out Wild Horse Horse Valley Drive. The signals, one was green
and one was red. They had to do this every 2-3 hours to make sure no spies
had cut the power lines. My grandfather [Frank] was paid for this duty.
— Dennis McBee

According to the 1990 Archaeological Survey prepared to explore the Wild
Horse Creek Drainage Basin, “Also, on the bluff top above is a radar tower utilized during World War II. The tower still stands but an adjacent small building
has crumbled.” [Harl]
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Funk’s Grove in Grover: During World War II, Red
Cross volunteers would meet in the hall to sew and
knit clothing for servicemen.

American Red Cross
WWII volunteer poster
(Source: Courtesy of
Truman Library)

Volunteerism was on the rise. Women joined the
work force and joined the military – at the peak there
were 350,000 women in
uniform. One of the ways
women served was to become pilots for the Civil
Air Corps ferrying planes
across the country.

Beginning in 1942, the St. Paul’s Ladies Aid began
sending Christmas gifts to “our service boys wherever they were stationed.” They continued this practice
throughout the war. [St. Paul’s Ladies]

We Can Do It! U.S.
Postal Service Commemorative Stamp

Victory Gardens
At the home front, the Victory Gardens were growing.
During World War II, while the government rationed
food as part of the War effort, they also urged Americans to be patriotic and plant a Victory Garden. The
phrase, “Victory Garden,” was first used during World
War I. During WWI and WWII George Washington
Carver wrote a series of articles promoting Americans
to grow “Victory Gardens” to reduce pressure on the
food supply, much of which needed to be used to
“War gardens for victory
– Grow vitamins at your feed soldiers. The U.S. Department of Agriculture eskitchen door” (Source: timated that during WWII, an estimated 18 million
Courtesy of Library of
Victory Gardens were planted producing between 9
Congress Prints and
and 10 million short tons of produce.
Photographs Division,
LC-USZC4-4436)

“By the end of the war, a third of all vegetables
grown in the United States came from those Victory
Gardens.” [Eisenhower, Mary Jean]
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(Source: Photo credit: Robert Wardenburg, 2019)

Industry-Agriculture For
Defense U.S. Post Office
WWII era stamp

Irwin and Virginia Wardenburg supported WWII by maintaining more
than the minimum tillable acreage and farm animals. The above document which was issued to the Wardenburg Family by the Department of
Agriculture for their service.

Mail and communications

V-Mail blank form
(Source: WHS image collection)
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In today’s world, we take instant communication for granted. That wasn’t the
case during World War II. V-Mail was the
nick-name for Victory Mail which was
the preferred and recommended way
of communicating with the soldiers and
sailors serving in World War II. V-mail was
on small sheets, they would be censored,
then filmed on microfilm. When the film
reached its destination, the V-mail letter
would be reprinted. This method saved
weight and space that could then be used
for more shipping war materials and supplies into war zones.
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WWII was the first war covered on the
radio. In 1940, Edward R. Morrow reports
were “This is London.”
Pvt. LeRoy W. Willming from Camp
Hood, Texas wrote his home-town newspaper, “Don’t know of anything more to write
only thanks a lot for the paper and I think
it’s really swell of the Missourian to send
the papers to the boys in service, because
it’s almost as good as receiving a piece of
‘Maw’s Apple Pie,’ to receive the Missourian.” [Washington Missourian]
Francis Schaedler’s V-Mail letter as
his parents received it.
(Source: WHS image collection)

In today’s world, we take the almost-instant notification of military injuries and

deaths for granted. In World War II, telegrams were sent to families, often
months after a situation. And it may take another significant length of time
before families received a telegram that their loved one was found, injured,
killed or still missing.
An example of how much time often elapsed for a family to know the fate of
their loved one, is the story of Pfc. Harold C. Walka. His parents were first
notified that he was missing in action. It took nearly six months for him to be
reclassified from Missing to Killed in Action and for his family to be notified.

DNA
Science is helping the missing of WWII. DNA technology is allowing identification of remains and bringing some resolution to their families. It will take time,
though. As of 2018, there are 83,000 unidentified service members’ remains
dating from WWII. Experts feel they eventually will be able to identify about
half of these bodies and return them to their families. [McFetridge]
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A Missouri example of how this technology can be of help to families is the
story of the remains of Billy Ray Ball. He died in 1942 in a POW camp in the
Philippines. In 2016, his unidentified remains were disinterred from the Manilla
American Cemetery and Memorial and sent to a military lab in Hawaii. DNA
testing was able to identify him. On May 5, 2018, Army Pfc Ball was buried at
Jefferson Barracks National Cemetery. His 96-year-old twin sister was able to
attend his burial. He was finally home. [Bogan]
An example from World War II that would have benefited from DNA technology
was the case of the remains of Sgt. Francis
Schaedler, U.S. Army who was killed in
action in August 1943. His father, Anton,
received a letter from the Memorial Division
of the U.S. Army on January 10, 1952
about the location of his son’s body, stating:
“…that his remains and his comrades are
buried together. It is regretted that because
of the fact it was impossible to identify
Telegram from the U.S. War Department Notifying Anton Schaedler of
individually the remains of your son, you
the death of his son, Francis.
were deprived of the comfort and consola(Source: WHS image collection)
tion which you might have been afforded
by interring his remains at home.” Sgt. Schaedler’s family waited over 8 years to
know where his remains were interred.
•

Propaganda
The Federal Government subsidized artists to “create war propaganda.” Missouri
artist, Thomas Hart Benton (1889-1975), painted an eight-painting series, “Year
of Peril.” They showed the graphic horror of war. The Federal Government did
not accept them because they did not show the “heroic.” Benton explained,
“Evil and predatory forces are always within U.S., in all places, at all times. Humanity must then rise up and tear their evil out of them and kill them... America
must defeat the evil of its enemies, even if that means succumbing to their level
of destruction.” This collection is now in the possession of the State Historical
Society of Missouri. [AP]
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World War II era postage stamps issued by the U.S. Post Office also served as
propaganda covering issues ranging from buying war bonds, remembering the
armed forces to contributing to the war effort through industry and agriculture.
Artist Norman Rockwell (1894-1975) completed four paintings. He was inspired by a
speech President Roosevelt delivered to Congress in January 1941 in which the President
listed the four freedoms that were at stake in
this war: of Speech, of Worship, from Want
and from Fear. Rockwell named the series,
“Four Freedoms,” and they were printed in
the Saturday Evening Post in 1943.The Office
of War Information sent the paintings on tour
during 1943-44 which raised almost $133
million in war bonds. [Tucker]

Save Freedom of Speech: Buy
War Bonds
(Source: Courtesy of the Truman Presidential Library and
Museum)

Fear
People at home were afraid. There were
blackout practices, rationing, fear for those
who were serving, etc. There was also a fear that, perhaps, the Allies would not
succeed and that Germany would ultimately take over the United. States. One
example was Reverend Schupmann of Trinity Lutheran Church in Chesterfield,
who buried canning jars full of dimes and quarters totaling $500 close to the
foundation of the old church. The Reverend was convinced the Germans were
going to win the War. [Chrissos, “Trinity Lutheran”]
On December 14, 1941, there was a practice blackout of 34 minutes – covering all openings at night where any light might escape. Soldiers from Jefferson
Barracks were assigned to patrols to protect railways, bridges and roads. On
December 8, 1941, the Army posted guards on the Daniel Boone bridge approaches, and spot checks slowed traffic.
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WWII Recycling/Scrapping
Propaganda Poster
(Source: Courtesy of Truman
Presidential Library)

Rationing – Sacrificing for the Common
Good
Items to be rationed were determined by what
goods needed to be diverted to the war effort for
munitions, equipment or to feed our troops. The
Office of Price Administration (OPA) rationed automobiles, tires, gasoline, fuel oil, coal, firewood,
nylon, silk and shoes. “Ration cards and stamps
were used to take their meager share of household staples including meat, dairy, coffee, dried
fruits, jams, jellies, lard, shortening, and oils.” [NPS]
During WWII tractors often had steel wheels.
Although they were invented earlier, rubber
tires were not widely available for farmers
since all rubber products were rationed for the
WWII war effort.

Prisoner of War Camp
During World War II, 420,000 German and Italian prisoners spent time under
guard in the United States. About 15,000 were held in camps across Missouri.
One such camp was in the Missouri River bottoms near Centaur.
Gumbo Flats (present-day Chesterfield Valley) is located within the boundaries of the historic Meramec Township. The Hellwig brothers were farmers in
what is now the Chesterfield Valley. Due to the war, they were suffering from
a lack of laborers to work the farm. An unusual solution was found. William
Hellwig offered to turn 600 acres to the U.S. Government to be made into a
branch camp for prisoners of war in exchange for their work in the fields. The
POW, although enemies, became a valuable labor force helping to maintain
a constant farm production during the War. Camp Chesterfield was born, later
to be renamed as Chesterfield Camp #1. From 1943 to 1946, there were five
waves of war prisoners who worked in Gumbo on farms and the levees.
The first wave was comprised of west coast Japanese-Americans who were
in forced relocation and confinement due to the Presidential Order #9066 in
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February 1942. The strategy was that if the Japanese-Americans were moved
and isolated in rural environments in the middle of the country, they would not
be able to communicate with anyone in Japan. This group of prisoners stayed
in Camp Chesterfield for less than a year.

A scene in the cantaloupe shipping sheds at the
Hellwig Brothers farm near St. Louis. The Hellwig
Brothers. 1943-09-01. (Source: Retrieved from
the Digital Public Library of America)

Japanese-American employees on the
Hellwig Brothers farm west of St. Louis are here
seen entering the specially built mess hall.
1943-09-01. (Source: Retrieved from the
Digital Public Library of America)

The second wave were 65 Italian POWs who were put to work on the farms in
Chesterfield Valley, but they were allowed to attend church at Ascension Catholic Church accompanied by Catholic Guards. The prisoners were so grateful
that they got permission to give the priest a party.
The third wave was comprised of German POWs who had fought in North Africa.
The soldiers worked the farmland, but different than the prior to groups of POWs.
These POWs tried to escape. The other groups of POWs did not attempt escape.
Camp Chesterfield #2 was established in 1945. “It was a boat camp which
housed German Navy POWs on a boat docked at Centaur. In four months,
these sailors built the crossover to Howell Island and repaired the levee and
then were moved to Washington, Missouri.” Camp #2 was deactivated at that
time. [Chrissos, “POWs”]
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Bob Leiweke oral history
Centaur Lime Company sold the stone that was used to build the Missouri
River dike to Howell’s Island. “They blasted rock from that quarry 24 hours a
day for a year and half in the mid-1940s. At that time the river was right next
to the road, but the Corps of Engineers has changed the course of the river.”
Now the river is over a half mile away.
This excerpt from Fiedler’s book shares personal memories from an interview
on April 4, 2002, with Centaur resident Bob Leiweke: “Bob Leiweke, whose
father was the postmaster for the clutch of houses at Centaur, was ten years
old when the German boat camp was tied up to the bank just a couple hundred yards from his house. Some of the sixty prisoners living on the three-story
houseboat were assigned to a project in the little town. ‘The men – and I’d say
there were about twenty of them – worked for at least a month tearing down
this huge building,’ said Leiweke, pointing into a patch of overgrown brush
across the road from his house, where a lumberyard once stood. ‘They hauled
all the wood from it out to University City, where they used it to construct an
ice-cream plant.’
Even though Centaur at that time was still a ‘backwards little place,’ as
Leiweke said, noting that electricity didn’t arrive there until 1946, he didn’t
recall any particular fascination with the presence of the foreign men in their
community that summer. Like many Missourians, to him, the prisoners ‘were
just there.’ Said Leiweke, ‘They’d come off that boat and work all day.  At night
they’d return to the houseboat. We really didn’t think too much about it.’”
Memory of the German prisoners by Bob Leiweke:
“These soldiers were stationed at Babler to guard the German prisoners. I
remember the day they brought those prisoners in 1945. A big three-story
houseboat docked right down there (pointing to where the Missouri River once
flowed near Centaur). Then they marched the prisoners right by our house… I
remember my Grandma was the only one who could talk to the prisoners, she
spoke German.”
The German POWs were removed from Camp #1 in May 1945 and the Camp
was then “designated as a haven for Austrian POWs who were anti-Nazis.
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They worked not only at Hellwig’s farm, but painted the outside of the
Ascension Catholic Church.” Camp #1 was deactivated in 1946.

Check to Hellwig Brothers from Virginia Wardenburg
Photo Credit, Robert Wardenburg, 2019

When Hellwig Brothers did not have enough work for the POWs, they would hire
them out to help on the surrounding farms. The above check is an example for
payment for services of the POWs from the neighboring Wardenburg farm.

•
In 1943 the United States government began the Bracero Program
to bring in hundreds of Mexican
immigrants to work in farming in
and around present-day Chesterfield Valley. This program began to help the agricultural labor
shortage due to World War II. The
Bracero Program continued until
Mexicans working in Hellwig Farms, part of the
1964. Many worked at Hellwig’s
Bracero Program. (Source: Courtesy of University of California Davis, Special Collections via
Farm. These workers were very
California Digital Library)
isolated by language differences
and resistance from the community. An exception was the care given by Father
John Godfrey of Ascension Parish.
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The Army’s Use of Babler Park
In January 1943 plans were enacted to make Babler Park “a convalescent
camp where soldier patients from Jefferson Barracks Station Hospital could
fully recuperate before returning to duty. This was the first camp of its kind
in the country and became a model for others at all Air Force basic training
centers… The concept of establishing a convalescent camp in a wilderness
setting was quickly emulated in other states.” [Chrissos, “Babler”] A program
was devised centering around physical and strength rehabilitation which included mandatory calisthenics along with a selection of outdoor activities such
as baseball, volleyball, hiking and horseback riding. A woodworking equipment
and a print shop were on site for those who wanted to learn new skills. There
were also mandatory educational programs along with electives in math,
physics, radio code. There also was a library on-site with training manuals
along with some recreational material.
“This Camp also provided conditioning to new Army recruits who had been
deemed too weak to complete basic training successfully.”
Babler Camp also provided housing and training for the Military Police who
were guarding the prisoners at POW Camp Chesterfield #1 and #2.
•

On April 12, 1945, U.S. Vice President Harry S. Truman, from Independence, Missouri, became President upon the death of President Roosevelt.
In St. Louis, Victory in Europe Day (VE Day), May 8, 1945 was observed rather
than celebrated. War industries still needed to produce. Japan was still an active
enemy. The St. Louis Post-Dispatch reported that 1,246 St. Louisans had died in
Europe and another 621 were missing.
WWII in the Pacific ended on September 2, 1945 with Japan signing surrender
documents on the deck of the U.S.S Missouri.
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Future Presidents at War
World War II provided a great training ground for seven of the future
Presidents. They each learned different skills and applied them in later life
and in his Presidency.

George H.W. Bush –
George H.W. Bush enlisted the day he turned 18 in 1942 and went on to
become a pilot and Navy lieutenant. He flew 58 combat missions in the Pacific
Theater. On September 2, 1944 his bomber and crew ran out of luck. His
plane was hit by anti-aircraft fire over Chichi Jima. Bush’s two crew were killed
in the attack. His plane was able to drop its bombs on target and then Lt.
Bush bailed out over the ocean. He was able to swim to a life raft and a U.S.
submarine eventually rescued him. [History Channel, Bush - WWII Pilots]

Dwight Eisenhower—
General Dwight Eisenhower made serious errors in the battle of the Kasserine
Pass in February 1943. “But after figuring out what had gone wrong, Eisenhower made sweeping corrections. He reorganized his forces to work together
in a more cohesive fashion, shook up his intelligence operation and brought in
the brash, aggressive Gen. George Patton to shape up the U.S. Army’s ground
combat force… Just as important, Eisenhower didn’t lose faith in his men.
Instead, he was able to see what they did right in the battle, and to build upon
those strengths.” [History Channel, Eisenhower]

Gerald Ford –
Gerald Ford enlisted in the U.S. Navy after Pearl Harbor. After spending time
as an instructor at the Navy Preflight School, in 1943, Mr. Ford was assigned
to sea duty and he served on the aircraft carrier, the U.S.S. Monterey. He
served in the Pacific Theater until the Monterey was declared unfit for service
due to a major on-ship fire. He was promoted to Lieutenant Commander. By
January 1946, he was on staff at the Naval Reserve Training Command in
Glenview Illinois. [Eldred]

Lyndon B. Johnson –
Lyndon Johnson’s service was as a Naval Reserve officer. Though he was serv-
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ing in the Congress, he joined the Naval Reserves. He volunteered for active
duty the day after Pearl Harbor. He was sent to a war zone only on a fact-finding tour and his “war” experiences seem to have been accidental in nature.
Needing to leave his observer’s seat on his assigned B-26, he wasn’t on the
plane that was shot down in New Guinea in which the entire crew perished.
He joined another bomber crew, that became disabled in flight due to a failed
electrical generator and it limped back to base. [Kiger, How…LBJ]

John F. Kennedy –
John F. Kennedy served in the Navy in the Pacific Theater. His heroics during
World War II earned him a Navy and Marine Corps Medal and a Purple Heart
– he is the only U.S. President to have earned either of those honors. When
Kennedy was asked exactly how he became a war hero, Kennedy famously
said, ‘It was involuntary. They sunk my boat.’” Kennedy stated in 1946, “…
the same can be said of almost any American or British or Australian man of
my generation. The war made us. It was and is our single greatest moment.”
[Roos, “Navy Disaster … JFK”]

Richard M. Nixon –
Richard Nixon served as a U.S. Navy Lieutenant who oversaw logistical movement of arms at Guadalcanal Air Base in the Solomon Islands. He was transferred to a quieter assignment on Green Island. Nixon learned to play poker
and he learned so well that he was able to personally contribute a sizeable
amount to his first political campaign after the war. “Nixon quickly mastered
poker strategy, he also apparently became adept at reading the other players
and figuring out how to exploit their psychological flaws.” [Kiger, “How Nixon”]

Ronald Reagan –
Prior to the war, Ronald Reagan had been a radio announcer and an actor.
He entered military service, but his eyesight was so poor that he could not be
assigned to any active war theater. He was assigned to the Army’s First Motion
Picture Unit. He starred in U.S. Army Airforce training films and other public
informational films. He also became one of the faces of the War Bond effort.
Reagan’s World War II service formed his philosophies that he applied to governing and international relations. [History Channel, “Reagan”]
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The Aftermath
Acute Mania, Soldier’s Heart, Shell Shock, War Neurosis, Battle Fatigue – these
terms seemed to reflect negatively on the soldier, that somehow it was his
fault. It wasn’t until 1980 that the term Post Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD)
entered the medical literature as an after-effect of the Vietnam War. Whether
symptoms occur instantaneously or are delayed, the cost to the person is incredibly high. And the costs extend to his/her family, friends and community. It
doesn’t matter which war. It is always there, and it always comes at an extreme
cost. [Horwitz] [Crocq]
African American Veterans coming home from the War faced open and violent
discrimination, including unprovoked life-altering beatings. [Crespino]
We must never forget the sacrifices made by our military personnel and their
families. Samuel Cox, director of the Naval History and Heritage Command,
said “…it’s important that the sacrifices that have been made are not forgotten.” [Bohrer]
“According to the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs, only 496,777 of the
16 million Americans who served in World War II are alive in 2018.” It is estimated that 348 Veterans die per day and that by September 2020, there
will be less than 300,000 Veterans still living. These statistics are why it is so
vital to gather the stories and document the stories that have been shared
with you in the past. The World War II Museum is located in New Orleans.
The World War II Monument is in Washington DC. The St. Louis area benefits
from the newly renovated Soldier’s Memorial Military Museum which is now
under the auspices of the Missouri Historical Society. This Memorial and its
Museum tell the story of all of United States-involved wars through the eyes
of the St. Louis area men and women who served. [National WWII Museum]
[NPS: WWII] [MHM: Memorial]

Celebrate the History of Wildwood - Era 1920 to 1990

289

Frozen in Time
They’re our buddies
Our husbands, fathers and brothers
Our wives, mothers and sisters
Our friends.
It was just a while ago
Not most of a lifetime away
They were young
Straight and strong
Proud to serve
Yet afraid to die.
The years have rolled by
Changing us with time.
We look around
To catch glimpses of
Our young faces
Under gray hair and wrinkles.
But there are others
For whom time will never change.
They didn’t come home.
For us,
Their unlined young faces are frozen in time.
They’ve joined the soldiers from all ages
Whose faces are frozen in time.
They were our buddies
Our husbands, fathers and brothers
Our wives, mothers and sisters
Our friends.
Their faces are frozen forever in time.
And in our memories.
By Jill F. VonGruben
December 1994
The 50th Anniversary of the Battle of the Bulge
© 1994, 2000 All Rights Reserved

290

Era 1920 to 1990 -

Celebrate the History of Wildwood

Buried On Foreign Soil
Many of the remains of U.S. Troops were not returned to U.S. soil. What became of those graves and memories since they aren’t geographically close
to families? “In the Netherlands, taking care of American soldiers’ graves is
built into the culture… It’s our moral touchstone when it comes to issues of
freedom and peace,” stated Sebastiaan Vonk. Mr. Vonk’s family had adopted
three graves. “Those families can rest assured the soldiers are never forgotten. Every year, their graves are visited by an adopted family, often more than
once, who lights a candle, plants an American flag and honors the ultimate
sacrifice.” [Messenger]
World War II Memorial
The World War II Memorial was authorized by the U.S. Congress on May 25,
1993, which was 48 years after the end of the War. It took 11 years, from
authorization through fundraising, design and construction for the Memorial to
be completed. The World War II was dedicated on May 29, 2004. The Memorial commemorates the 405,399 Americans who paid the ultimate sacrifice
for our freedom.

The bottom line for World War II, the human cost was the
death of 3% of the world’s population.

National World War II Memorial
U.S. Postal Service Commemorative Stamp
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The Forties
U.S. Memories in the 1940s:
1941

The Jeep was invented

1941	Mount Rushmore was finished
1944

Ball point pens first sold

1945	April 12 President Roosevelt

first African American to play
in Major League Baseball
CIA Founded

dies in office. Harry S. Truman

Polaroid Camera invented

sworn in to serve the remain-

Dead Sea Scrolls Found

der of Roosevelt’s 4th Term

1948	Big Bang Theory of the cre-

First computer built

ation of the universe was pro-

Microwave ovens invented

posed

Slinky toys first sold
1946

1947	Jackie Robinson becomes the

Baby Boom begins

1949	
First non-stop flight around
the world by U.S.A.F. in a
B-50A Superfortress

	
Feb 20 Employment Act is
signed giving the Federal
Government the responsibility of stabilization of economy,
inflation and unemployment.
Bikinis swimsuit introduced

Post War Period: 1945-1949
Locally in 1944, the Brewers & Malsters’ Association purchased the Glencoe property of Josephine Carr, widow of Peyton Carr. In 1950 the St. Louis
Province of the Society of Mary purchased Woodcliff to serve as the site for
the second Novitiate for the American Provinces. The Marianists changed the
name to “Marycliff.” This historic property (from the late 19th century) will be
added to the City of Wildwood’s Register of Historic Places during 2019.
When President and Mrs. Truman moved into the White House in 1945,
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they noticed major structural issues with the home. Truman wrote, “In the
summer of 1948 the old house just started falling apart. One of the pianos
in my sitting room – a spinet – broke through the floor one day.” [Daniel]
[White House History] After professional inspections, it was determined that
the White House was in danger of collapse. The work took 1,222 days to
complete – until 1952.
Beginning in 1946, the St. Paul’s Ladies Aid began servicing the needy in
post-war Europe. Examples of service were: in 1946, they made layettes for
babies, in 1947 they “contributed money and food packages to be sent to
families in Europe,” and in 1948 they sent funds to European War Orphans.
[St. Paul’s Ladies]

By 1945, World War II had uprooted millions
U.S. Postal Service Commemorative Stamp

In 1947, Thor Heyerdahl and his crew of five sailed the Kon-Tiki (a recreation of
a pre-Incan raft) from Peru to French Polynesia. The book, Kon-Tiki, was published in 1948 and became required reading in many schools in the late 1950s
and early 1960s. [Lidz]
“In 1948, the servicemen who had returned from the war were treated to a
baseball game amounting to $61.50.” [St. Paul’s Ladies]
VFW & American Legion Posts that served Meramec Township in Eureka, Chesterfield, Ballwin and Glencoe.
VFW Post 7121, 1946-1991
VFW Post 7121 was chartered on May 19, 1946 in Pond, Missouri. Post 7121
started with 45 charter members and was named the McKinnon Post in honor
of Roy and Irwin McKinnon, two brothers who died serving in World War II. A

Celebrate the History of Wildwood - Era 1920 to 1990

293

third brother, Donald McKinnon, also served in World War II and was sent home
following the deaths of his siblings.
VFW stands for “Veterans of Foreign Wars.” The organization started in 1899
in support of veterans from the Spanish-American War (1898) and the Phillippine Insurrection (1899-1902). Posts were established around the country
to help veterans secure rights and benefits for their service. In 2016, this nonprofit veterans service organization had 6,561 Posts worldwide and 1.7 million
members. To be a member you must be U.S. citizen (or National), and have
honorable service in the Armed Forces.

The flags, poles and other pieces shown in the
above photo are part of
the Wildwood Historical
Society’s collection.
Glencoe VFW Post 7221, ca. 1950
(Source: WHS image collection)

This memorial, dedicated to the Glencoe area
soldiers who fought in
World War II, was erected
in 1944. The children in
the photo are from the
local school. The memorial was later removed.
WWII Memorial – Glencoe
(Source: WHS image collection)
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Baseball Through The Decades
Meramec Township has a long history of passion for baseball dating back
to the 1880s. The Watchman Advocate edition of June 14, 1889 describes,
“One of the most interesting and hotly contested games from the beginning to
end that occurred in the annals of baseball took place Saturday, June 9, near
Glenco in the presence of a large audience… a few words passed between
players, but no one was killed…”
Wilson Koewing was a pitcher for Penn State in the early 1940s.

Baseball, town team
(Source: WHS image collection)

Glencoe town team, 1940s
(Source: WHS image collection)

Grover Baseball Team, 1940-41
(Source: WHS image collection)

This “town team” was comprised of
young men from the area. Their home
diamond was just across Highway 109
from LaSalle Institute in Glencoe. Note
the mismatched uniforms. This was taken
right after WWII, so players wore whatever uniforms they could find from Chesterfield, Melrose, Grover and Glencoe. They
competed against similar town teams
from neighboring areas.
Ray Athey remembers: “We played next
to Funk’s Grove, that’s where we made
a ballfield. The field was right where the
Grover Post Office is now. We also made
a ball diamond just west of Pond, where
Rockwood Reservation pine thicket is
now. We didn’t have any fancy ballfields
like they have these days, and we had to
maintain the field and buy all our own
uniforms and equipment. We played in
corn fields, cow pastures, wherever anyone would play us.”
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Bob Leiweke Memory

Local (Grover) Baseball Team,
ca 1936-37 Forrest (Jim) Koch is
first row, third from the left.
Photo courtesy of Roger Koch

Wild Horse Baseball team
(Source: WHS image collection)

“I went to school with a lot of the guys, not
far from where we played baseball was the
Wild Horse School. It sat right next to Wild
Horse Creek… The field was just a cow
pasture. I remember coming to this field
on many a Sunday to play baseball. We’d
throw off the cow chips and drag the field to
smooth it out. Our team wasn’t an organized deal; we were just a bunch of country
boys who wanted to play ball. Ed Krescinski
was older; we elected him manager, and
he went out and got sponsors to buy our
uniforms. We played similar teams from Eureka, Glencoe, Sherman and Jedburg, and
other towns around the Wild Horse area.
Were we good? You bet! We were all good
players,” he laughed.
•

Pond Athletic Association
The Pond Athletic Association was founded in 1963 to provide competition level ballfields for our area athletes, both youth and adult. It continues on today with that mission.
St. Louis Cardinals Baseball memories:
The St. Louis Baseball Cardinals unveiled their new uniforms in 1922 – it was
the first Cardinal uniform with two red birds on a bat. Harry Caray made his
debut as a Cardinal broadcaster. He became the Cardinal’s primary broadcaster in 1947. In 1950, lights at Sportman’s Park were used for the first time
and it was for the Cardinal’s home opener. Fredbird became the mascot for
The St. Louis Baseball Cardinals in 1979.
Busch Stadium opens on May 12, 1966. The 1966 Major League Baseball AllStar Game was played in St. Louis on July 12th.
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We lived in Glendale. My dad had tickets to the All-Star Game on July
12, 1966. It was my sister’s 12th birthday and I was almost 16. My sister and I
took the Redbird Express bus to the game. We watched the game and my dad
(who had other tickets) came by and checked on us. It was hot that day (105
degrees), but it was worth it – we were at the All-Star Game and in 10 innings,
the National League won! Then we took the Redbird Express bus home.
—Jill Siebert VonGruben

Harry S. Truman (1884-1972)
Harry S. Truman was the 33rd U.S. President from 1945 to 1953.
Did you know that on July 26, 1948 President Truman signed Executive
Order 9981 which committed the United States government to integrating the segregated military? Find out more at the Harry S. Truman
Presidential Library & Museum in Independence, MO or online at
www.trumanlibrary.org.

Cold War (1945-1991) Timeline
The below timeline features keynote events. There is no way to include everything with the scope of this chapter. We invite you to use this minimal timeline
to further explore and research events that encompassed the Cold War.
1946	Winston Churchill, former Prime Minister of England, Iron Curtain Speech
3/5/1946 at Westminster College in Fulton, Missouri in which Churchill
coined the term, “Iron Curtain.”
1948	The Marshall Plan (1948-1952) United States provided support to help
rebuild a war-torn Europe. The purpose was two-fold: to rebuild and
modernize the economies and prevent the spread of Communism.
	June 24 Berlin Blockade – West Berlin put into a blockade by the Soviet
Union – set the stage for the Cold War Era. Berlin Airlift began this day
also in an attempt to break the blockade by airlifting food and supplies
into West Germany. The Soviet Union lifted the blockade in May 1949.
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A senator from Wisconsin, Joseph McCarthy, began a 5-year reign of “Red Scare”
tactics claiming to have lists of known members of the Communist Party who
were working in government and in other segments of the economy. McCarthy
had many detractors, including President Eisenhower; but McCarthy was so talented at scare tactics that this era was named “McCarthyism.” In 1953, McCarthy
was put in charge of the Committee on Government Operations and he then
had the power to start in-depth investigative hearings. These hearings, without
proof, caused thousands of governmental employees to lose their jobs, and in
other segments of the economy, significant numbers of people were blacklisted.
In April of 1954, McCarthy made a major strategic error – he took on the U.S.
Army. The Army fought back with facts. The final straw came when the Army hearings were televised. “The American people saw McCarthy attempt intimidation
with no facts…The Army-McCarthy hearings struck many observers as a shameful
moment in American politics… The Senate voted to condemn McCarthy for his
‘inexcusable, reprehensible, vulgar and insulting behavior unbecoming a senator.’
He kept his job but lost his power and died in 1957 at the age of 48.” [History
Channel, Joseph McCarthy]
The Cold War in Schools—During the 1950s, air raid practices became common in
schools after the Soviet Union detonated its first nuclear device in 1949. Besides
the very terrifying “duck & cover” underneath-school-desks-drills, fallout shelters
began to be built both for official and personal use.
In March 1951, Julius and Ethel Rosenberg were found guilty of conspiracy of
wartime espionage and sentenced to death. They were executed in June 1953.
Some of the evidence against the Rosenberg’s was a result of the Venona Project,
which was the counterespionage effort to break the Soviet ciphers. [Mundy]
1953	President Dwight Eisenhower’s “Atoms for Peace” Speech to the United
Nations: “…the United States pledges before you, and therefore before
the world, its determination to help solve the fearful atomic dilemma.”
In October, President Eisenhower approved that the U.S. nuclear arsenal
must be expanded to combat the communist threat.
1955	In response to the formation of NATO in 1949, the communist countries
of Eastern Europe formed the Warsaw Pact.
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	The Vietnam war began as part of the struggle for supremacy between
the U.S. and the Soviet Union.
	The Space Race was in direct response to Cold War tensions. It just wasn’t
for prestige, but for military superiority not only on earth, but in space.
	The State of Missouri released an evacuation map for the St. Louis and
Kansas City areas in case of a nuclear attack.
1959	Eisenhower hosts Soviet premier Nikita Khrushchev at Eisenhower’s Gettysburg farm.
1960	The U-2 Incident during which a U-2 spy plane was shot down over
U.S.S.R. air space and the U.S.S.R. captured the U.S. pilot, Gary Powers.
1961	The Bay of Pigs Invasion was the disastrous failure of the CIA invasion of
Cuba to overthrow Castro and his Communist government in Cuba.
	The Berlin Wall was built by the Communists on the border between East
and West Germany.
	For 28 years, the Wall served its purpose of keeping East Germans from
escaping to the West.
1962 	The Cuban Missile Crisis was the closest the world has come to nuclear
war. President Kennedy and Premier Khrushchev bravely walked back
from that edge.
1987	President Reagan gave a speech in West Berlin in which he called upon
the General Secretary of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union, “…
Gorbachev, if you seek, peace, if you seek prosperity for the Soviet
Union and Eastern Europe, if you seek liberalization, come here to this
gate. Mr. Gorbachev, open this gate. Mr. Gorbachev, tear down this
wall!” [Robinson]
1989	Fall of the Berlin Wall happened one November night. There had been
signs that the Soviet Bloc was disintegrating in 1988 and earlier in 1989.
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The literal tearing down of this wall ended 38 years of restricted traffic
between East and West Germany.
1991 	The U.S.S.R. was dissolved.
[Cold War] [Robinson]

Nothing shows the growth in our area from the 1910s through the mid1940s, than the career of J. Edward Schnarr who was a U.S. Post Office Rural
Mail Carrier for the Glencoe Post Office from 1912 to 1946.
When Mr. Schnarr began his career, his first
route was 26.1 miles. He used horses with
the pictured wagon for the first four years.

J. Edward Schnarr, 1912
(Source: John Schnarr)

“During my period of service I served during
two world wars, seeing the boys leave their
homes one after the other, some never to
return. I experienced the destruction of the
local post office by fire and three serious
floods when in 1915 no mail was received
for six days and in 1916 and 1945 it was
brought from the depot by boat.”
By the time Mr. Schnarr retired in 1946, his
route was 59.8 miles with over 400 boxes
and 550 families.

J. Edward Schnarr, 1946
(Source: John Schnarr)

[Schnarr, J. Edward]

St. Louis County Library
In March 1947, St. Louis County Library opened their headquarters in an old car
dealership on Natural Bridge Road. The system had 86,000 books at that time.
The current headquarters on Lindbergh Road opened in 1959. The Lindbergh
Headquarters building will be replaced with two new buildings. The first building
will be a new administrative and History-Genealogy building will be completed
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in 2021. The current headquarters building will then be demolished with a new
Headquarters and Event building to open in 2022. The County Library system
now has 20 branches. The closest branches to Wildwood are Daniel Boone in
Ellisville, Eureka Hills in Eureka, and Samuel C. Sachs in Chesterfield.
The Country Library System also launched its Bookmobile program In March
1947. It was felt it was the only way for the Library to reach readers in the
still-mostly rural 400-square miles of St. Louis County.

“My cousin, Lorene, talked about going to the bookmobile
in the summer to check out books. (Before the Daniel Boone Library was
built.) Her and her sister would get on their Schwinn bikes, the kind with the
balloon tires and basket on the front) and ride to the bookmobile. It came to
Graczak’s Store (on the corner of Manchester and Clarkson) and would be
parked on their lot. They would all check out as many books as were allowed.”
— Lynda Hardt Kamp

President Truman was elected to the Presidency in 1948.
Suburbanization
The end of the World War brought home millions of young veterans. The influx
of millions of veterans needing housing combined with the shortage of Depression-caused lack of viable and stable housing inventory, to cause a massive
shortage of housing. This was a national problem. In the St. Louis area, veterans
tried to adapt: move back into family homes, rent a bedroom from a neighbor – but those were temporary fixes at best. “As stopgaps, public agencies
opened 16 buildings at Jefferson Barracks for temporary lodging… government
planners adopted the strategy that won the war – think big, employ resources
massively.” 1952 brought the opening of Cochran Gardens. Pruitt Homes (for
African Americans) opened shortly after. The Igoe (first to be integrated) project opened later. Darst-Webbe project followed. This social experiment failed
in grand fashion. These projects began to be dismantled in the early 1970s.
[O’Neil, “Postwar Search”]
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This housing stock shortage crisis combined with more families owning cars
and roads being improved, ignited the move to suburbia. What had been small
towns on the rail lines separated by farms, became larger towns and eventually
there were homes everywhere with few farms left.
The VA loans made owning homes for returning Veterans a reality. It not only
helped gaining homes, but also expanded the housing market in the near-postwar period. Yet this expansion also caused a further fragmentation of the County.
How did suburbanization affect post-war Meramec Township? There were postwar houses built in our area, but the majority were for returning servicemen for
whom this area was their home to begin with. Traditional subdivisions, for the
most part, did not began to be built in this area until the 1970s. The economy
and unfavorable interest rates restrained building at times. For a significant time,
the distance from the St. Louis core was a factor limiting growth. Chesterfield Mall
was opened in 1976, while not the cause, was a sign of a change for our area.

Korean War Major Events Timeline
The below timeline features keynote events and battles. There is no way to include everything within the scope of this chapter. We invite you to use this minimal timeline to further explore and research the events and battles that encompassed the Korean War.
1945	Aug 14 Japan surrenders ending WWII. A division between Soviet and U.S.
zones of control in Korea were set at the 38th parallel on August 15th.
1948	The Republics of both South and North Korea were established.
1950	June 25 Korean War begins when North Korea invades South Korea with
a force of 100,000 soldiers. This became a United Nations’ sanctioned
action on June 27 and the U.S. joined the war.
Sept 12 North Korean troops reach its farthest into South Korea.
Oct 25	With the UN Forces pressing into North Korea, the Chinese send
in forces to stop the advance of the UN.
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	Nov 30 President Truman threatens to use the atomic bomb against the
Communist forces and by April 5, 1951, the U.S. Joint Chiefs of Staff
ordered atomic retaliation against Soviet and Communist bases if more
communist troops entered the war.
1951	Mar 14 Seoul changes hands for the fourth time as UN liberates the city.
City and its population are devastated by battle.
April 11 Truman relieves MacArthur of command for insubordination.
	April 25 Chinese advance on Seoul is stopped by severely outnumbered
UN forces. Though the vast majority of these UN troops were killed or
captured, it allowed other UN forces to consolidate their lines around
Seoul.
	July 10 Truce talks begin at Kaesong, though fighting continues. In October talks relocated to P’anmunjom.
	Nov The battle line along 38th parallel becomes a territorial stalemate
with a bloody fighting for the next two years.
1952

Oct 8 Peace talks are deadlocked and are terminated.

	Nov 29 President-elect Eisenhower travels to Korea to attempt to mediate an end.
1953

Mar Peace talks are resumed.

	July 27 Fighting ceases in Korea. The United Nations Command which
included the United States and officials from North Korea and the Republic of China sign an armistice agreement. A demilitarized zone was
created along the 38th parallel, which still exists today. While South Korea
agreed to the armistice, no representative of South Korea ever signed.

[Korean War Timeline, Britannica] [Korean War Timeline, CBS News]
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Those Who Served in the Korean War
George Glenn Gaehle served for four years in the
U.S. Navy

George Glenn Gaehle
(Source: WHS image
collection)

Horace Pratt served in the U.S. Navy from 1949 to
1955. He enlisted and was a seaman aboard Navy
heavy cruisers. His battle station was a ‘first loader.”
“When the Korean War broke out, I saw the Navy
pilots in action, and I believed I could do that job.”
He applied for flight training and became a member
of the Navy Fighter Squadron. He helped provide
protective air power for all ships in the area. [Bethel]

Harold Charles St. Onge served in the U.S. Army
from 1951 to 1954. Harold was sent to Korea in 1952
and was assigned to the 7th Infantry Division, 31st
Infantry Regiment, Company E. He was wounded in the
left leg and hand in Korea on October 15, 1952 and
received a Purple Heart Medal for these wounds. Harold was again wounded in the right leg, foot, arm and
back on November 4, 1952 and received his second
George G Harold
Purple Heart Medal. His highest rank was that of a SerCharles St. Onge
(Source: Charlie St. Onge) geant (T)(E-5). Harold was awarded the Silver Star for
actions on October 15, 1952 in Kumhwa, Korea. “Sergeant St. Onge was a member of the assault platoon in an extensive offensive
action against a strategic enemy-held hill. In the initial phases of the attack when
the friendly forces were subjected to a withering hail of enemy small arms, automatic-weapons, mortar and artillery fire, the platoon leader was evacuated as a
casualty and Sergeant St. Onge immediately assumed command of the platoon.
Repeatedly exposing himself, Sergeant St. Onge fearlessly led his men up the hill
until the entire platoon was pinned down by a fierce barrage of enemy fire. With
complete disregard for his own safety, Sergeant St. Onge charged the enemy
positions with fixed bayonet, firing his weapon and engaging the enemy in close
combat. This courageous. action of Sergeant St. Onge completely routed the enemy and inspired his men to move forward and take their objective.” [St. Onge
Family] [US Army, General Order Number 507]
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Kenneth Schaedler (1931-2008) served in the
U.S. Army. He later graduated from the University of
Missouri at Rolla.

Unintended Consequences
of the Korean War
As recently as late 2018, “North Korea is slow to
resume negotiations over American war remains.
The remains of thousands of U.S. service members were left behind in North Korea when the war
ended in 1953.” [Burns] On the home front at the
beginning of the war, there had been rumors that
there would be rationing in the United States; but
that did not transpire.

Ervin Schaedler served
in the U.S. Marine
Corps.
(Source: WHS image
collection)

The Korean War Veterans Memorial
The Memorial was authorized by Congress in 1986, ground-breaking occurred
1993 and was dedicated on July 27, 1995. This Memorial commemorates the
54,246 United States military who died, the 103,284 wounded, 7,140 captured
and the 8,177 who were reported as missing in action.

Crime and Punishment

Charlie St. Onge on motorcycle
with Henry Krueger in the sidecar. Photo taken at the Krueger
place on Allenton Road.
(Source: WHS image collection)
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Regarding the photo on the previous page:
Interestingly enough, this is the time when Grandpa was Deputy
Constable or Constable of the Meramec Township. That was his Indian
motorcycle with the side car he used to transport prisoners to Judge
Leiweke’s and then when necessary, to the St. Louis County Jail. Do you
know he once arrested Jelly Roll Hogan?
— Charlie St. Onge, Grandson of Charlie St. Onge

Felix McDonald and Bart Davit were accused of holding up Oscar Johnson on a
St. Louis County road. The bedraggled condition of McDonald seemed to indicate that he had been in a fight of some kind.
Left to right: George Gaehle of
Melrose, Harvey White of Alton, Ill.,
Deputy Constable M.E. Hance,
Fugitives Felix McDonald and Bart
Davit, Deputy Sheriff D. E. Adams of
Franklin County and Deputy Sheriff
Henry G. Krull of St. Louis County.
This photo was taken by a St. Louis
Post-Dispatch photographer and it
appeared in the Post on
August 5, 1931.

West St. Louis County was under the police jurisdiction of the St. Louis County
Sheriff’s Department until the mid-fifties. On July 1, 1955 the St. Louis County
Police Department was formed to serve all St. Louis County citizens. By 1980
the department had 562 commissioned officers and 189 civilian employees
with five precinct stations. The fleet went from 20 well-worn cars, to 343 sedans
and 25 vans and trucks. By 2019, the Department has grown to over 1,000
commissioned officers and over 300 professional staff members. The St. Louis
County Police Department provides police protection to the citizens of the City
of Wildwood. [History, St. Louis County Police]
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Fire Protection
The area that is now Wildwood has always been covered by two separate fire
protection entities.
The present-day districts are Metro West Fire Protection District and Monarch
Fire Protection District. Their histories are below.
Metro West
Prior to 1934, firefighting was loosely and informally organized. In 1934 the volunteer fire protection for what would become Metro West was formally organized
as the Community Fire Association. In 1957, the volunteer association was dissolved when voters decided to form the Ballwin Fire Protection District. The name
was changed to Metro West Fire Protection District in 1993. Each of these named
fire protection organizations has protected the same 57-1/2 square miles encompassing Ballwin, Chesterfield, Clarkson Valley, Castlewood, Ellisville, Sherman,
Wildwood, Winchester, and unincorporated St. Louis County. [Metro West]

“My dad was a volunteer fireman with the Ballwin Fire District
from the late 1950s to the mid-1970s. There was always a “fire call radio” on
top of the refrigerator. When it went off at night, it meant that dad was out
of bed and out the door. Dad was not a follower. He was a leader. He was a
volunteer firefighter and Captain at the Grover firehouse.”
– David VonGruben

Monarch
The coverage area that would become Monarch Fire Protection District started
as a volunteer organization, Bellefontaine Volunteer Fire Department in 1925.
In 1957, the volunteer Chesterfield Fire Protection District took the place of the
Bellefontaine Department. In 1962, the first employees were hired. In 2003,
the Board of the Chesterfield Fire Protection District voted to change the name
to the Monarch Fire Protection District. The District now covers 62.7 square
miles serving all, or parts of, Ballwin, Chesterfield, Clarkson Valley, Creve Coeur,
Maryland Heights, Wildwood and unincorporated St. Louis County. [Monarch]
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The Fifties
Fifties Memories:
In St. Louis, “Texas Bruce” was the local children’s TV show on KSD-TV. The show ran
from 1950-63, every weekday afternoon. When Harry Gibbs (Texas Bruce) retired,
Corky The Clown took over the time slot. Cliff St. James played Corky until 1979.
The U.S. Census for 1950 showed that there were 6,446 individuals living in
Meramec Township.
1951

Nov Dwight Eisenhower is elected as President.

1953

The description of the double helix DNA molecule is published

1954

Ray Kroc formed the McDonald’s Corporation.

	The town of Times Beach was incorporated. It was founded as a promotion
of the St. Louis Times newspaper in the 1920s. In 1982, the town was
flooded by the Meramec River. After the waters receded, it was discovered
that the oil used on the dusty roads by Russell Bliss was contaminated by
dioxin. The federal government bought out the homes in 1983. In 1984
Board of Alderman voted to disincorporate. Dioxin remediation was completed several years later. The site is now the Missouri Route 66 State Park.
1955

Disneyland in Anaheim, California opens.
AFL-CIO union merger occurred.

1956	Eisenhower wins re-election and is inaugurated in 1957.
First transatlantic telephone cable begins operation.
1957 	Elvis Presley performed at Kiel Auditorium. The sold-out crowd numbered over 10,000 and needed 90 law enforcement officers to keep the
crowd under control.
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1958 	For housing during the first half of the 20th century, most homes did not
have bathing facilities, as we think of them today. The City of St. Louis
provided bath houses for their citizens. In 1958, the St. Louis Department
of Public Welfare announced that the five municipal bath houses would
only be open six hours each day from Tuesday to Saturday. The reduction
of availability was due that by then most people had access to bathing
facilities in their own homes. The last bath house, Bath House #6 on St.
Louis Avenue, closed in 1965.
1959

January Alaska is named the 49th state and in August Hawaii was named
the 50th. [America’s Best History-1950s] [Collins]

Medical Care advances
In the 1950s, families needed to travel east toward larger suburban areas to
obtain medical services. There was a dentist on Manchester Road in Grover.
The closest pharmacy was Schrader’s located at New Ballwin and Manchester
Roads. The closest hospital was St. Mary’s in Richmond Heights. As a reference,
St. John’s Hospital (now Mercy Hospital) did not open on Ballas Road until
1963, and St. Luke’s Hospital opened its Chesterfield location in 1975.
In February 1954, first large-scale vaccination of children against polio was initiated. The first vaccinations administered in St. Louis area were in April 1955.
The National Foundation for Infantile Paralysis supplied the vaccine free to all
first and second graders. [Vintage, 4/21]
Shopping
There were small local shops such as Funk’s Store and Uhter’s to supply a
small variety of food and/or goods. Graczck’s was a larger grocery store at the
northeast corner of Clarkson and Manchester Roads. While the small stores may
had have some clothing and home goods, for significant clothing shopping and
major appliances, a trip was made to the Golde’s store or the Sears store on
Manchester Road in Maplewood.
Television
In September1951, the first trans-continental television happened with broadcast of President Truman’s speech at the Japanese Peace Treaty Conference.
In December 1953, the first color TV was sold.
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Growing up in the small town of Grover in the ‘40’s & ‘50’s
was a memorable experience. Here was an unincorporated village of 350
residences with a Funk’s grocery store, Koch/Glaser hardware store, 3 taverns
(Von Gruben’s, Hoehne & the Old Grover Inn?), 2 service stations (Fick’s Sinclair & Weber’s Mobil) and a Post Office.
I grew up on Eatherton Road just north of Manchester Road and my
paternal grandparents lived on Manchester Road across from Weber’s Mobil. I
started school in 1949 at the Old Pond School where the classrooms
consisted of shared grades. Midway through the 3rd grade we were moved to
the New Pond School where each grade had their own classroom. My grade
school years consisted of several firsts: one of the first students to attend the
New Pond Grade School and one of the first students to attend all three
years (7th, 8th & 9th) at the new Crestview Junior High School
[present-day Babler Elementary].
Summer activities consisted of playing baseball at Funk’s Grove, riding bikes to
Babler Park or Rockwoods Reservation and swimming at Castlewood Pool. Most
activities were limited to what you could do with a limited number of participants.
There were no other boys in my grade but one 2 years older, one 1 year older
and one 1 year younger that spent the most time together. Most of the time it was
only three of us so we played 2 on 1 basketball, corkball with a pitcher, catcher
and batter. When forced inside, it was to run around the ping pong table.
My grandfather, J. Edward Schnarr was a rural mail carrier for 34 years out
of Glencoe, retiring June 1, 1946. After retirement from the postal service he
started a real estate business out of his home. I began mowing my
grandparents lawn and my grandfather usually said I would probably need
gas, so he would give me a quarter for a gallon of gas and said keep the
change. The gas was 19 cents, so I was able to buy a nickel ice cream
cone and some penny candy.
Growing up in a small town was all I knew at the time and therefore didn’t
know any other way of life.
— John Schnarr
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Dwight D. Eisenhower (1890-1969) was the 34th U.S. President from 1953
to 1961.
Did you know that President Eisenhower was the last U.S. President to be born
in the 19th century or that he only owned one home? Find out more at the
Dwight D. Eisenhower Presidential Library, Museum and Boyhood Home in
Abiline, KS or online at www.einsenhower.archives.gov or at the Eisenhower
National Historic Site in Gettysburg, PA or online at www.nps.gov.

Vivian Bauer’s daughter in dress made by Loretta Bauer
(Source: Photo credit David VonGruben, 2019)

“My husband’s (George) parents were Harry and Loretta Bauer.
Loretta was the best mother-in-law! She taught me so much. Loretta made my daughter’s dresses because at that time, George
and I couldn’t afford store-bought when she was little.”
— Vivian Bauer

Frances Hill Poe remembered: “This was an
annual tradition.” It was the last day of school,
and oh, we were so happy! We’d be singing
‘happy days are here again’ all the way to
Funk’s Grove or Kesselring’s Hall, where our
parents would have a picnic dinner ready. There might be a play, a band on
hand to play music.” Later Frances’ children would also attend Pond School.
Pond School Parade (Source: WHS image library)

There was a house on Manchester Road (to the east of Larry’s
Tavern) that was my great grandparent’s home, John and Rosina Hoehne. It
seemed like it had a 30-foot wide staircase to the landing and then onto the
second floor. Being as I was 6, it was probably less than 3-feet wide!
– David Von Gruben
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It was wide open. There were no subdivisions.
We played baseball, a lot of baseball. We played in the field behind our house
and on the ball diamond next to Uncle Elmer’s Dance Hall (Funks Grove).
Rode my bike a lot and everywhere. And sometimes, I just rode back and forth
on Eatherton Road doing nothing, just because I could.
Water for the house was from the cistern or delivered from Schuettenber &
Sahm Water Company and put in the cistern.
Grover was our very own Mayberry RFD. We had a grocery store at Uncle
Elmer’s (Funk’s Store). We had a hardware store (Glaser’s), we had two filling
stations (Carl Weber’s and Rolla Fick’s) and three, maybe four, taverns (Cotton
Hoehne’s – now Larry’s, Old Grover Inn, Gruben Tavern, and possibly Louie
Straub’s when I was very little – it was in Roger Koch’s grandpa’s house).
I caddied at Cherry Hills Golf Course from 1962 to the Summer of 1967. I
also worked for a grading and seeding business. Worked at the Grover Gun
Club on Friday nights. The gun club was located just south of the present-day
YMCA. Starting in late summer 1968, I began working at St. Alban’s Farms. I
did yard work, then field work and fed cattle in the pens. I worked there until
Spring 1972. I worked at the farm most of the way through college. For one
week every summer, I worked at a Grover Gas Station so that the owner could
go fishing. After that I went to work at a gas station at New Ballwin Road and
Manchester Road until college graduation.
Parents built their homes and very rarely moved. When the kids got old
enough to move out, they had to move somewhere else; because the houses rarely changed hands. What was different for the Baby Boomers than our
parents’ generation is that after high school most Boomers went on to college
or trade school. And then they moved away also because they were not going
to be able to use those new skills/knowledge anywhere in Grover.
– Dave Von Gruben
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Early Von Gruben home in which Ed “Dutch”
Von Gruben was born
“I remember the house which was between Dad’s shed and the brick house on
Eatherton Road. I was a little boy and it just seemed “old fashioned” to me. It had
a detached garage and a chicken coop in back. There was also a little house
behind there and that is where Grandma Kelpe lived. There was also a summer
kitchen behind the house. The house burned down, but I don’t remember when.”
– Dave Von Gruben

Katharine’s memory is as a small child in the early 1950s. Anna
was the last Hencken to live in the historic Hencken home prior to the property being sold to someone outside the family (since 1852). Katharine’s memory of the house: “There was a screen porch on the house and that is how you
got into the house. And I hated going through the screen porch because there
were always a lot of wasps and I was afraid of wasps.”
— Katharine McGee

As a kid, we all looked forward to snow days. One of my fondest
memories was when we’d get a ‘lot’ of snow; so much that no one could
travel the snow packed roads! That was when my Dad would hook up the two
Bobsleds that he had built to his Ford Tractor. The sleds were long and held
about 18-20 kids and adults. My mom would start calling our neighbors from
Crestview Drive to come “sleigh” riding with us. Everyone was so excited about
our ride to and throughout Babler State Park. What a way to enjoy a beautiful
winter day with family and friends… it was the highlight of the winter season!
— Judy Meyer Friedhoff
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Not really a specific story, more a memory and reflection
about Mrs. Pendleton. I remember going into the Pond School office and up to
her desk and I was barely tall enough in first grade to see over the top edge
of her desk. What I didn’t know then, is once you met Mrs. Pendleton, you had
made a friend for life. I discovered that when I became an adult and she went
from being Mrs. Pendleton to ‘Dot.’
—Dave Von Gruben

Those Who Served in Non-Military Conflict Times
Bert Foster joined the U.S. Army Reserves in July 1955. He began 6 months of
active duty training as a light vehicle mechanic. He was discharged in late 1962.
[Bethel]

George Glenn Gaehle, after serving four years
in the U.S. Navy during the Korean War, George
joined the Missouri National Guard. CW4 Gaehle
served in the Guard for 34 years. (Source: WHS
image collection)

Dr. Gordon Gilliatt, joined the Army and served from 1954 to 1956. While
at Basic Training at Fort Leonard Woods, he applied for the medical corps. He
was eventually sent to Germany. “We were not in combat, but we patrolled
the Czech border,” due to the fear that Russia would invade Germany. After
discharge, he made use of the GI bill and completed his veterinary training at
Purdue University. [Bethel]
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Tom Hellweg, served in the Army from 1956 to 1958 and in the Reserves for
4 years. Tom was sent to Fort Leonard Wood. When the Army learned he could
type, he was placed in charge of discharging soldiers. [Bethel]

George Krueger served in the U.S. Navy including a mission to the
South Pole, Operation Deep-Freeze. (Source: WHS image collection)
Bob Morice was a post engineer for the U.S. Marine Corps from 1950 to 1954.
Bob comes from a military family with two brothers and a sister serving. [Bethel]

The company [Centaur Lime Company] sold the last 1,000
acres in the Wild Horse Valley for $125 an acre in the mid-1950s to developers. They didn’t know what was going to happen out here, with people
wanting to build in the woods and all. They thought ‘who would want all thee
woods, hilly places with no roads going in?’ They didn’t want to sell off the parcels along the roads and get stuck with the interior. Later we heard the land
speculator sold 18 acres off and got all his money back.
[Wildwood Days ’99, pg 26]

What happens to an old one room schoolhouse
when it’s not a school any longer? Here is a story about
one of those schools.
“As a young child, I remember my grandparents, Raymond and Oma Meyer,
purchasing the Old Orrville School house on Eatherton Road. It was in the late
1950s. The schoolhouse had been flooded by a nearby creek, leaving water
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lines approximately 3-feet up on the walls. The floors were covered in thick,
dried mud. Family worked tedious hours gutting, restoring and rebuilding it
into a house. There were several large slate blackboards on the walls but only
two were salvaged. My father brought one home, which gave my brother and
me many years of enjoyment. It still remains standing in our basement as a
treasured heirloom and fond memories from my grandparents’
house – the Old Orrville Schoolhouse.”
“My grandfather passed away in 1986. But my
grandmother resided there until 1992, when the creek
rose out of its banks again flooding her yard. The Fire
Department was called and they were safely able
to rescue her from the quickly rising water. After that
incident, the property was put up for sale.”
The old school is still a private residence.
Orrville School Slate
Blackboard
Photo credit: Judy
Meyer Friedhoff, 2019.

— Judy Meyer Friedhoff

The Sixties
The Sixties Memories
During 1961 and 1963, President Kennedy issued an executive order establishing the Peace Corps, ordered protection for the “Freedom Riders,” raised the
minimum wage to $1.25 per hour
1962	Johnny Rabbit signed on KXOK radio for the first time. The Johnny Rabbit
“character” was retired in 1969.
1963	It became legal for general merchandise to be sold on Sundays in Missouri.
The new Planetarium in Forest Park opened.
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1964	Ed and Margie Imo opened their first pizza parlor. Imo’s was the first pizza
parlor west of the Mississippi to deliver to a customer’s home. This was
just the first store of what has become a major local chain.
1966	Star Trek premiered on NBC and while it only lasted three seasons, it
became a cultural phenomenon lasting over 50 years.
1968	Martin Luther King, Jr. was assassinated by James Earl Ray on April 4th.
Senator Robert Kennedy is assassinated by Sirhan Sirhan on June 6th.
1969

Sesame Street began on PBS stations on November 11th.

President Eisenhower’s Farewell Address in 1961 gave the name of “the
military-industrial complex” to describe the United States during the second half
of the 20th century: “…In the councils of government, we must guard against
the acquisition of unwarranted influence, whether sought or unsought, by the
military-industrial complex. The potential for the disastrous rise of misplaced
power exists and will persist. We must never let the weight of this combination
endanger our liberties or democratic process.” [Eisenhower, 1961]
President John F. Kennedy was elected President of the United States in
November 1960. In his Inaugural Address, he challenged the country: “Ask
not what your country can do for you – ask what you can do for your country.”
[Kennedy]

John F. Kennedy (1917-1963) was the 35th U.S. President
from 1961-1963.
Did you know that President Kennedy that to-date he is the only
U.S. President to win a Pulitzer Prize? Find out more at the John F.
Kennedy Presidential Library and Museum in Boston, MA or online at
www.jfklibrary.org.
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1960 aerial photo is downtown Grover
(Source: WHS image collection)
Looking south near the intersection of Manchester Road and Eatherton Road. The building near
the center is Funk’s Store.

President Lyndon B. Johnson’s “Great Society” Speech at the University of Michigan, May 22, 1964: “For in your time, we have the opportunity to move not
only toward the rich society and the powerful society, but upward to the Great
Society.” [Johnson]

The Gateway Arch (Jefferson National Expansion Memorial) was completed in 1965 and has become the symbol
for St. Louis and the surrounding area. At 630 feet, the
Arch is the tallest monument in the United States. At that
time, The Gateway Arch, was hailed as linking “the rich
history of yesterday with the richer future of tomorrow.”
[Gateway Arch]
Gateway Arch, St. Louis U.S. Postal Service Priority Mail stamp, 1/22/2017 release date

Civil Rights
“The fight for American civil rights spanned decades, cities and states – from
Topeka, Kansas to Memphis, Tennessee, from Atlanta, Georgia, to Selma and
Birmingham, and all the way to Washington, D.C.” [NPS, “Civil Rights Trail]
St. Louis was the locale for four landmark Civil Rights cases that led to U.S. Supreme Court decisions. These Court decisions did not just change lives at the
time and in the place they were enacted, but are still affecting lives across our
country. The St. Louis landmark cases are:
The Dred Scott Case: decided that African Americans were not to be citizens.
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The Gaines v. Canada Case: decided that since State of Missouri had made local
law school available for one group, the State had to either allow admission into
a white school or supply an equal law school for African Americans. [Moffitt]
The Shelley v. Kramer Case (see below)
Jones v. Alfred H. Mayer Co., “the Supreme Court ruled that the 1866 Civil Rights
Act applied to both private sellers and the government. No person, business, or
government could deny someone a home based on race.” [Doyle and Adams]

The Shelley v. Kramer case (St. Louis, Missouri)
Fair Housing, U.S. Supreme Court Case, Shelley v. Kraemer.
Many neighborhood and/or properties were covered by restrictive covenants
that prevented “people of the Negro or Mongolian Race” from purchasing
that property. After living with relatives and renting since 1930, in 1945 the
Shelley family purchased a piece of property in St. Louis that, while covered by
this type of restriction, the seller had chosen not to follow it. Louis D. Kraemer,
who lived in another property on the same street which was also covered
by those same type of restrictions, sued the Shelley’s. After the case winding
through the courts, the case was heard by the U.S. Supreme Court on January
14, 1948. Their decision was decided on May 3, 1948. The Court’s decision
held “that racially restrictive covenants cannot be enforced by courts since
this would constitute state action denying due process of law in violation of
the 14th Amendment to the Constitution. Although the case did not outlaw
the covenants, with this case the Supreme Court strongly reinforced the 14th
Amendment’s guarantee of equal protection of the laws, which includes rights
to acquire, enjoy, own, and dispose of property.”
[NPS, Shelley House] [AP, Court Ruling]
The Shelley House was designated a National Historic Landmark and the National Register of Historic Places in 1990. On Friday, May 24, 2019, the house
was dedicated by the National Park Service as Missouri’s first official site on
the new U.S. Civil Rights Trail.” [Holleman]
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1955	Rosa Parks, an African American seamstress, refuses to give up her bus
seat to a white man.
1957	U.S. Congress approves the first civil rights bill since reconstruction with
additional protection of voting rights.

Missouri Commission on Human Rights
was Established
In August 1963, the March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom occurred in
Washington, DC and ended on the Mall with speeches being delivered from
the steps of Lincoln Memorial. This is when Martin Luther King presented his “I
Have a Dream” speech. [Flectcher]
President Lyndon Johnson signed the Civil Rights Act of 1964 on July 2nd of
that year. “The Act outlawed discrimination on the basis of race, color, religion,
sex, or national origin, required equal access to public places and employment,
and enforced desegregation of schools and the right to vote. It did not end discrimination, but it did open the door to further progress.” [Civil Rights Act]
The Voting Rights Act of 1965 abolished literacy tests, etc. that were used by
local and state governments to inhibit African-American voting.

In August 1965 our family was on a Washington, D.C. road trip.
I was almost 15, and my sisters were 11, 8 and 3 years old. We saw as much
as a family with younger children could see. Then on this one day, we were
supposed to tour the U.S. Capitol Building. As we walked closer to the Capitol,
the crowds were thickening. There were people everywhere – even in the
streets. And it seemed that there were a lot of policemen around. There turned
out to be a big reason for all the people. It was the day that President Johnson
signed the Voting Rights Act into Law in the Capitol Building. Needless to say,
we didn’t tour the Capitol building that day.
—Jill Siebert VonGruben
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The Sixties were a volatile and violent time for civil rights and race relations. In
February 1965 a young African American demonstrator, Jimmie Lee Jackson,
was killed by white segregationists. In response to this death, 600 people began to march from Selma to Montgomery (Alabama State Capital) on March
7th. “The marchers didn’t get far before Alabama state troopers wielding whips,
nightsticks and tear gas rushed the group at the Edmund Pettis Bridge and beat
them back to Selma. The brutal scene was captured on television, enraging
many Americans and drawing civil rights and religious leaders of all faiths to
Selma to protest.” This attack became known as “Bloody Sunday.”
“On March 9th, Martin Luther King led more than 2,000 marchers, black and
white, across the Edmund Pettus Bridge, but found Highway 80 blocked again
by state troopers… That night a group of segregationists attacked another protestor, the young white minister, James Reeb, beating him to death.” On March
15th, President Johnson made a television address to support the Selma protestors stating, “There is no Negro problem. There is no Southern problem.
There is no Northern problem. There is only an American problem… Their
cause must be our cause too. Because it is not just Negros, but really it is all of
us, who must overcome the crippling legacy of bigotry and injustice. And we
shall overcome.”
The march began again on March 21 and they reached Montgomery on March
25th. In Montgomery a crowd of 50,000 came together to hear Dr. King and
others. [Selma]
A noted St. Louisan who participated in the Selma march was Sister Antona
Ebo, who flew to Selma shortly after “Bloody Sunday.” Sr. Ebo led a prayer vigil
in Ferguson in 2015 and was honored for her long service to the Civil Rights
Movement at the Missouri History Museum. Sr. Ebo was an African American
member of the Franciscan Sisters of Mary for 71 years until her death in St.
Louis at 93 years of age in 2017. [Sister Antona]
St. Louis was the scene for several demonstrations including the 1963 Congress
of Racial Equality (CORE) sit-ins at Jefferson Bank & Trust. The cost of civil disobe-
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dience was high: arrests, high bonds, contempt of court changes. Percy Green,
co-founder of ACTION, lost his job during this time. He sued his employer, alleging racial discrimination, in McDonnel-Douglas v. Green. The U.S. Supreme Court
unanimously found in his favor on May 14, 1973. This case decision set the procedure for proving discrimination in the workplace. [Cooperman]
With St. Louis’ heritage of demonstrations, there were no riots in St. Louis. Historians suspect that the 1917 Race Riots in East St. Louis was so devastating, that the
consequences of violence stayed in the public consciousness enough that the St.
Louis area was spared that level of violence. [The 1917 Race Riots are covered
on Page 149 in the “On the Homefront during 1910-1919 section of this book.]
In 1968, the Jones v Alfred H. Mayer Co Case: Upheld the 1866 Civil Rights Act
that no person, business, or government could deny someone a home based
on race. [Doyle]
Even in 1968 after the assassination of Martin Luther King, inmates at the St.
Louis City Jail rioted inside, but it did not spill over. That night, a firebomb was
thrown into a grocery, “But the bomb didn’t ignite. And neither did St. Louis.” The
St. Louis experience was in stark contrast to the literally burning and destruction
of portions of cities such as in Baltimore, Washington DC, New York City, Chicago, Detroit, Louisville and Pittsburgh. [O’Neil, Spared Rioting]
The Open Housing Act (signed in 1968) outlawed discrimination in the sale
or rental of privately-owned apartments and homes. This Act finished the work
started with the 1948 Shelley v. Kraemer U.S. Supreme Court decision. [O’Dea]
Other strategies outside of demonstrations, existed to help in the civil rights
journey. One of those was the preaching of ministers such as Rev. Billy Graham.
“Graham met with Martin Luther King and agreed to challenge segregation,
through preaching reconciliation and peace rather than marching. Billy Graham
inherited a faith in the American South that had accommodated itself to white
supremacy, but he demonstrated a willingness to change and turn toward the
truth. He helped to tear down the walls of segregation, not build them up,”
stated Rev. William J. Barber II. [Reeves]
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Desegregation in Schools
1954, May 17 - U.S. Supreme Court decision: Brown vs Board of Education.
Racial segregation in public schools is declared unconstitutional with this court
decision. By May 31, 1955, the Supreme Court ordered all public schools be
integrated with “deliberate speed.” By March, 1956, Southern State Congressmen called for massive resistance. In September, the National Guard is called
to duty to Little Rock by the Arkansas Governor to bar nine African American
students from attending the previously all-white high school. Later that month,
the Governor withdrew the National Guard and the students were allowed to
attend, but President Eisenhower dispatched federal troops to Little Rock to
enforce the Supreme Court’s directions. [NPS, Brown] [NPS, Brown Orientation]
President Kennedy ordered federal troops and National Guard to enforce and
protect the court-ordered admission to the University of Mississippi of James
Meredith, an African American student.
The U.S. Supreme Court decided in favor of Lloyd Gaines, allowing him admission to the University of Missouri’s Law School on the basis that there was not
an equal law school for African American students. This decision struck a blow
to Missouri’s ‘separate but equal’ laws. [MO Timeline]
Affirmative Action Policies at the collegiate level were initiated in 1969.
1980 The Appeals Court mandated that a school desegregation plan be submitted to the Courts for approval. The plan, the Voluntary Interdistrict Choice
Corporation, was implemented in 1982 for the City of St. Louis Public School
System and selected school districts in the County. The voluntary transfer program still continues today, though has been slowly decreasing in student participating. The program is scheduled to end in 2023.
Rockwood School District
In 1949 the Town School District of Eureka changed its name to Re-Organized
District No. 6 reflecting the growth in the area.
Orrville Black School was a segregated two-room school for black children, lo-
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cated on Church Road. The school was desegregated in 1964. Half the students
were sent to Chesterfield Elementary and the other half to Pond Elementary.
Formation of Rockwood School District occurred “during the 1963-64 school
year when area schools consolidated and desegregated. The new district had
a new name: Rockwood R-6 School District, where R stands for Reorganized.”
In the area that is present-day Wildwood, the following schools were opened:
1951 – Chesterfield Elementary; 1986 – Green Pines Elementary; 1989 –
Lafayette High School new campus; 1989 – Babler Elementary opens in the
old Crestview Jr. High building; 1992 – Rockwood Valley Middle School; 1993
– LaSalle Springs Middle School; 2001 – Wildwood Middle School; 2004 –
Fairway Elementary School.
In 1966, Kindergarten began in the District and in 1975 a preschool program
began. [Fox, Schoolhouses] [Rockwood School]

Do you remember where you were when President
Kennedy was assassinated on November 22, 1963?
This day became a significant event in almost every American’s life. Shock, grief
and disbelief were the common reactions. The country basically shut down for
several days. Lee Harvey Oswald was arrested for the assassination only to be
killed himself by Jack Ruby. In 1964 the Commission on the Assassination of
President Kennedy (Warren Commission) concluded that Oswald acted alone
in firing three bullets from the Dallas school depository building and that Ruby’s
action against Oswald was a spontaneous act of revenge. [Gillon]
President Lyndon B. Johnson was sworn into office aboard Air Force One
on November 22nd. By January, he began a push for landmark legislation:
Declares war on poverty, cut taxes, signs the Economic Opportunity Act (jobs
bill), proclaims the U.S.’s goal to become the “Great Society”, signs the Civil
Rights Act of 1964 and the Urban Mass Transit Act, and wins the presidential
election against Barry Goldwater.
Johnson followed in the years (1965 – 1968) with the following pieces of leg324
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islation: Medicare and Medicaid were established, the Voting Rights Act of 1965,
Higher Education Act, raised the minimum wage to $1.60 per hour, Housing
Discrimination Ban and Low-Income Housing Bill. In early 1968, the President
announced he would not run for another term.
Lyndon B. Johnson (1908-1973) was the 36th U.S. President from 1963-1969.
Did you know that President Johnson dramatically expanded the federal government’s role in U.S. education at all levels when he signed the Elementary
and Secondary Education Act and the Higher Education Act, both in 1965?
Find out more at the Lyndon Baines Johnson Library and Museum in Austin,
TX or online at www.lbjlibrary.org

“My early influence about flying came from dad [Dutch Von
Gruben]. He would regale his buddies around the cribbage table about his escapades as a pilot after the war (he learned on the GI bill) and he had actually
applied for flight training in the Army but was turned down due to bad teeth.
Buzz Rupple was a WW2 pilot that taught dad over at Weiss airport in 1946.
Dad would take us to air shows down in Chesterfield valley, never paying
admission (no surprise) but rather camping out in Wardenburg’s yard or a Fick
field, barbequing and drinking beer with Kelpes’ and Schotts’ one time.
I saved my money ($5) and took my first flight in a helicopter at the DuQuoin
state fair at the age of 14. As soon as I was able to drive, mom’s station wagon was a regular at Spirit airport where I met Bill Houska. He was the biggest
help to me long term.
Initially Uncle Ben [Funk] discouraged me saying it was too hard to get in the
business. Eventually he was supportive and even went flying with me. Rusty
[Pendleton] didn’t come along until I had my license and I eventually gave him
instruction in instrument flying.
I saved my $1 an hour money from the [Funk’s] store (eventually $1.30) and
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paid for my car and flying lessons and was able to finish my license as a junior in high school. After high school, I went to work for Kelpe Contracting and
made enough money to aggressively pursue flying. Houska hired me after
Tom [Kelpe] got out of the Army and I was on my way as a professional pilot.”
In 2019, Steve retired after 40 years as a pilot for Emerson Electric.
— Steve Von Gruben

National & St. Louis Memory of April 4, 1968: Martin Luther King was assassinated. “That night, St. Louis Mayor Cervantes went from TV station to TV station
to appeal for calm. The streets mostly stayed quiet.” James Earl Ray was sought
and captured for the assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King Junior.
In November 1968, Richard M. Nixon won the Presidential election.
In Meramec Township, the Public Water District was formed in the late 1960s
to bring a reliable and safe supply of potable water to the citizens of the area
who lived in clusters, such as Grover. As residential areas grew, the system was
expanded. When the water district bonds were paid off, St. Louis County took
over supplying and administration of water to this area. That role is now held by
Missouri American Water Co. But in many areas, even today, drilled wells are the
only source of water for rural properties.

Vietnam War
The involvement of the United States military in Vietnam began in 1950 and
ended in the spring of 1975. The below timeline features keynote events and
battles. There is no way to include everything within the scope of this chapter.
We invite you to use this minimal timeline to further explore and research the
events and battles that encompassed the Vietnam War.
Vietnam War - major events timeline
Thirty-five military advisors are sent to South Vietnam to aid to the anti-Communist government mid-1950. In 1955, the U.S. begins to train South Vietnamese
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troops. 1964-65 was the Gulf of Tonkin Incident. Though the claim turned out
to be incorrect, it gave the U.S. a reason to bomb North Vietnam. The North
Vietnamese then attacked Camp Holloway in Pleiku. This set the stage for U.S.
escalation and then a resulting escalation by China and Cuba resulted.
On October 1965 was the Battle of Ia Drang which was the first major battle
between U.S. forces and North Vietnam. Both sides claimed victory. The lessons
learned for the U.S. to make use of the superior air power and for the Viet Cong
to use their superior guerrilla warfare.
January 1968 began the Tet Offensive: North Vietnam attacked 100 South Vietnamese sites starting on Tet, the Vietnamese New Year. Civilians were executed
by the thousands. The week of February 11-17th saw the highest weekly number of U.S. soldier (543) deaths during the war. This was also the time period of
the Mai Lai Massacre on March 16th. U.S. forces murdered over 500 civilians.
The Tet Offensive continued until March 28th when the North Vietnamese were
pushed back. It was a huge psychological victory for the North and served as a
turning point in the war.
February through July 1968 saw battle of Khe San.
In the United States, August 1968 thousands of protestors converged on the
Democratic National Convention in Chicago to protest the Vietnam War. The
confrontations became violent resulting in thousands of arrests.
May of 1969 began the Battle of Hamburger Hill: The North Vietnamese were
dug in at Hamburger Hill in the South. The U.S. forces with the South Vietnamese were ordered to take the hill. The forces took Hamburger Hill on May 20th,
but then were ordered to withdraw. This caused further eroding United States
support for the war.
February 1971 began a 44-day raid into Laos by South Vietnamese soldiers
began with assistance of U.S. air support and artillery.
In March 1971 Two bombs exploded at the ROTC Building on Forest
Park Blvd. in St. Louis. There were first responders inside the building
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when the second bomb went off. Ten were hurt. A few hours earlier,
a bomb went off at the Civilian Personnel Records Center in St. Louis.
On June 30, the U.S. Supreme Court upholds the right of the New York Times
and the Washington Post to publish what became known as the Pentagon Papers about the Vietnam War.
On January 27, 1973, the Paris Peace Accords, Vietnam peace pacts, were
signed and in March the last U.S. Military troops would leave the war zone.
In April 1975, in the Battle of Xuan Loc, the Communist forces complete their
takeover of South Vietnam. This forced the evacuation of U.S. Citizens from Saigon and the unconditional surrender of South Vietnam on the 29th and 30th.
On January 21, 1977, the majority of Vietnam draft evaders were pardoned by
President Jimmy Carter.

Those Who Served During the Vietnam Era
“Jim Brown was a Marine in Vietnam. He was a hydraulic mechanic on aircraft,
and for 13 months he was stationed in Chulai, Vietnam. Among their missions
was the evacuation of injured soldiers to take them for medical treatment… he
has seen the Vietnam Wall in a travelling display, but ‘it took him a long time”
before he was ready to go see it.” [Bethel]
Chuck Couch served from 1967 to 1971 in the Army as an electronic instrument repairman. He achieved the rank of Staff Sergeant E-6 in under three
years. [Bethel]

Richard Hardt’s Vietnam Story
“I believe my story really starts with my High School Graduation in 1962. That
summer I started working as a Carpenter Apprentice. As an Apprentice I was
going to Apprentice School and taking some other classes thus giving a deferment from being drafted. In September of 1967, engaged to be married, new
cars, making good money and having fun I got caught in Lyndon Johnson’s
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call for 600,000 men. Thinking the war would end soon, it was off to
the Army at 23.
I did Basic Training at Ft. Leonard Wood and immediately put in the Infantry
and sent to the Advanced Light Weapons Infantry Training at Ft. Polk, LA. A
special area called Tigerland, teaching you to kill and survive plus qualify
shooting all the Light Weapons the Army had in Vietnam. Graduating from
that they took six of us, put us on a troop train to Ft. Knox, Kentucky. for Mechanized Infantry Training, mainly on M113A tracked Armored Personnel Carriers. A.P.C’s. for six weeks. The best duty of my Army career.
I arrived in Vietnam March of ‘68, just after the big 68 Tet Offensive. Before
even getting assigned to a unit, because of my Infantry Training I was given
a rifle and put in a bunker to guard the replacement camp I was in. In a few
days I was assigned to an Air Cav. outfit but went to its base camp Hdq. at a
place called Plantation Outpost to be processed in. While waiting for a chopper to fly out I saw a guy working on reinforcing a bunker and started talking
to him. He had about the same training as me but had no building experience. I gave him pointers and help and he said [that] he need help and if I
was still around tonight when the First Sergeant got drunk he would ask if I
could stay in Base Camp a few days and help. He said Base Camp was better
than in the field.
The First Sergeant said I could stay if I kept my nose clean. I was issued a M60
machine gun and a 1911 45cal. Pistol. Went on foot patrols sweeping the
area or worked on projects in Base Camp during the day. Most nights stayed
in the perimeter bunkers, guarding or driving a water truck to a water point
hauling water. I also guarded a portion of Hwy.1, the main North-South Hwy.
as it was closed to civilian traffic at night.
One day a Methodist Chaplin came in camp and wanted to know if I could haul
some water to a Catholic Orphanage about 9 miles away. I volunteered and
had another machine gunner ride shotgun for me. These Vietnamese Nuns
had about fifty orphans, ducks, chickens, geese and hogs but no water. I hauled
1,200 gal. every two weeks. They were very grateful. This place was isolated
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and barren. On about my fifth trip as I started up the dirt road a group of men
with rifles were squatting at the entrance. The Nuns said I should leave and not
come back as the Viet Cong were going to destroy them and their orphanage
for befriending U.S. After about four weeks I took a load. The Orphanage was
destroyed the animals were slaughtered and the nuns said they saved only the
babies they could haul to Saigon in their little French Microbus.
I was in the 1st Aviation Brigade, 12th Combat Aviation Group and I reached
the rank of E5 (Sergeant) later Spec.5. Spent about 83 weeks of my 21
months that I was in the Army, in Vietnam. I got awarded the Army Commendation Medal for Meritorious Service. I survived a few heavy mortar and rocket
attacks plus other small skirmishes but feel my carpenter experience may have
saved me by keeping me out of the field every day, as a portion of the people
I trained with were not that fortunate.
This is just a brief few lines but a little window of Vietnam for me.
— Rich Hardt, April 14, 2019.

Tony Hladky joined the U.S. Air Force in 1968. He became a flight simulator
instructor. He later flew B-52s for three years and later became an instructor on
the supersonic trainer T-38. He retired after 20 years in the Air Force. [Bethel]
Tom Koonce was in the 5th Army Reserves from 1962 to 1968. [Bethel]
Len Krudop served in the U.S. Army from 1966 to 1969. When he reached
Vietnam, he was a Specialist 4th Class and he was later promoted to E5. He
then became a staff sergeant. His Vietnam year was with the 1097th Medium
Boat Company supporting the 45th Engineer Group in Vang Ro Bay in the effort
to help build a deep-water port there. [Bethel]
John L. LeCave was a helicopter pilot and captain in the Marine Corps during
the Vietnam War. [Bethel]
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Warren Schuch enlisted in the Army in 1961. He
was sent to Korea to serve in the Military Police,
728th MP Battalion. He attained the rank of Specialist 4. [Bethel]
Dave Strickland served in Military Intelligence from
1961 to 1964 in Germany. [Bethel]
Grenville Sutcliffe was drafted in 1965. He had a
Gary Rickard served
in the U.S. Army Military
talent and skill in languages: French, German and ArPolice. (Source: WHS
abic. Because of this specialized skill, he was put into
image collection)
Special Forces, and then sent to Officer Candidate
School. He was sent to Vietnam in January 1968. In
the Battle of Khe Sanh, he recalled intense fighting, taking cover in fox holes,
being greatly outnumbered. In his final mission, he was a platoon leader and in
trying to direct a helicopter to land for his wounded, he himself was wounded
in the shoulder. He was sent home then. [Bethel]
“Christmas gifts were sent to boys in service.” [St. Paul’s Ladies]
When Vietnam Vets returned home, they received no public thanks or fanfare.
Instead they faced public insults and little in the way of GI benefits. Christian
Appy, professor of History at the University of Massachusetts Amherst states,
“The society really was ill-prepared to give these guys what they deserved.
They were not necessarily looking for a parade, but they were certainly looking
for basic human support and help in readjusting to civilian life after this really
brutal war.” [Ciampaglia]
For Colonel Jackie Jackson, USMCR Retired, his homecoming experiences
coming off the jetway in Chicago in December 1969 were less than ideal. “I
was wearing my Marine uniform… As I walked out of the airplane onto the
jetway to go into the airport, a man in a business suit pushed me from behind
and snarled, ‘Get out of the way, you (expletive deleted).’ I was shocked by this
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disrespectful and uncalled for behavior… I believed the entire time I served
in Vietnam, that I had the support of the American people. I had no reason to
believe anything to the contrary. The harsh reality was that I did not have their
support, and neither did anyone else who served over there. I was confused.
I had no idea how hated we were until I got home. Then I became angry. I
never regretted serving my country, and I would do it again without hesitation,
but I did feel betrayed… We who served to defend our freedoms were never
appreciated, and many were treated as criminals… We were told when we
got home to only wear our civilian clothes and to put our uniforms on after
we got to base… We were spat on and accused of being baby killers. I never
realized we were hated with such vehemence until I returned home.” [Boyd]

The years of 1968-1970 saw many protests, demonstrations and riots. Some
were against the Vietnam War and others were purported to be to protest against
social injustices. In 1968 the Chicago 7 crossed state lines to incite riots during
the 1968 Democratic Presidential Convention in Chicago. Five were convicted
in 1970. October 1969 saw the “Days of Rage” during which the Weathermen
initiated three days of violent protests in Chicago. March 1970 three Weathermen were killed as they built a bomb. May saw the Weathermen declaring war
on “Amerikan imperialism”. By December, the Weathermen backed away from
physical violence.

Vietnam Veterans Memorial
The Vietnam Veterans Memorial was dedicated in Washington, D.C. on November 13, 1982 holding the names of the more than 58,000 killed or missing
in action. In Colonel Jackson’s words, “While long overdue, it is an important
monument that can aid in the healing of the Vietnam veterans and the nation
that so shamefully mistreated them.” [Boyd, pg 118]
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The Seventies
Seventies Memories
1970	April 22 was the First Earth Day and celebrated in St. Louis at the colleges.
Students from St. Louis University and Washington University joined in a
“Litter and Survival” march to Forest Park.
	May 4 Four students from Kent State University (Ohio) were killed and
nine wounded by National Guardsmen during protest against the Vietnam spreading into Cambodia.
	St. Louis County purchased the Edgar Queeny Estate for a park that would
become known as Queeny off Weidman Road.
1971

Ban on TV ads for cigarettes goes into effect

	Mar 10 Senate approves the Constitutional Amendment, the 26th, lowering the voting age to 18 from 21. House approved on March 23rd and
was ratified by the states by June 30th.
President Nixon signed into law on July 5th.
Oct Walt Disney World opens in Orlando, FL.
1972 	Feb 21 President Nixon begins journey to Peking, China to meet with
Mao Zedong. These meetings set the stage for normalization of relations
with China.
	June 17 the Watergate Crisis begins when four men were arrested for
breaking into the Democratic National Committee headquarters in the Watergate office building.
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1973	Jan 22 the U.S. Supreme Court rules in Roe vs. Wade with which made
abortion legal.
1976 	Six Flags over Mid America opened their new “Screamin’ Eagle” roller
coaster. At the time, it was listed by Guinness Book of World Records as
the largest and fastest.
1978	Mar the final March snow gave St. Louis a total of 64.4 inches for the Winter Season. This was the most since 1911-12. Also, the months of January,
February and March 1978 had been the coldest on record in St. Louis.
	Sept Camp David Peace Accord between Israel and Egypt was signed
by Israeli Prime Minister Begin and Egyptian President Sadat at the
White House.
	Nov 18 The Jonestown, Guyana mass suicide and murder of 918 people
led by Jim Jones.
1979	Feb 22 The fall of the Shah of Iran and the beginning of Iran’s Islamic
Revolution.
	Mar 28 Partial core meltdown occurred the Three Mile Island nuclear
power plant in Pennsylvania. This was the worst nuclear accident in the
United States and considered the worst in the world until the Soviet Chernobyl meltdown in 1986. The public response in the surrounding areas
was pure chaos and only made the public situation and reaction worse.
“Today, the response to the Three Mile Island nuclear crisis is considered
a textbook example of what not to do during an emergency.” [Pierce]
	Nov 4 The Iran Hostage Crisis begins the American embassy in Tehran is
stormed by 3,000 militant students and 63 Americans are held hostage.
The 1970s and 1980s saw a number of firsts for Missouri women: first female
state senator, first black state senator, first female to hold statewide office, and first
female appointed to the Missouri State Supreme Court.
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“John and Karen Tschannen
boughta small one-bedroom house on six
acres of land in Pond, Missouri, from the
Gould family. The land and home sit just west
of the Old Pond School. The Gould’s built the
one-bedroom home and planted all kinds of
fruit trees and grape vines on the property.
Tschannen Home
John and Karen, along with their nine-month(Source: Courtesy of Jennifer
Tschannen Murawski)
old daughter, Tammy, moved in Thanksgiving
weekend in 1970. John rehabbed the home and added on to it to keep up
with their growing family. John and Karen started their business, J and J Landscape Contractors, in March of 1973 and raised their three daughters, Tammy,
Jennifer and Heather, there. The girls grew up surrounded by beautiful handbuilt stone walls, gorgeous flower beds and all sorts of fruit trees and plants
(apple, mulberry, cherry, sugar pear, grapes and blackberries). John also
planted several gardens. The girls loved to explore all around their property,
tend the gardens and pick the fruit. John ran his landscaping business from
the family’s home until his death in May of 2017.”
“When John and Karen first moved to Pond, it was very rural, water from a
cistern and heat from a propane tank. The state highway, now called Old
Manchester Road, ran in front of their house. Highway 100 was not built for
several more years and even then, it was only two lanes. The children attended school at the current Pond Elementary School, but it was only about a third
of the size it is now. There were two churches, Bethel United Methodist Church
and the Baptist church that sits off Pond Road. There was a gas station near
what is now Big Chief and Bader’s Meat Market sat where the parking lot for
Wildwood Pub is located. John made many trips to the small hardware store
where The Porch is now located and Hill Behan Lumber where you’d now find
Three French Hens. The Glencoe Post Office was originally in the basement
of a home located off Old State Road and Highway 109. Until Highway 100
was built, there was only a stop sign at Highway 109 and Manchester Road.
Then came a flashing stoplight. There were very few homes and businesses
in the area. Karen admits it was common for cows and horses to escape from
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the neighbor’s land and run through her yard. She also tells about speaking
with an operator to make a phone call during their early years in Pond. It was
a toll call and you could only talk for three minutes or it would cost you more.
The operator worked in the AT&T building at the corner of Pond Road and Old
Manchester, now the Mantel store.”
– Jennifer Tschannen Murawski

“From the years 1970 through ’72, I worked for John and
Amelia Amino at their orchard located on the east side of Highway 109
about one mile north of Manchester Road. [Note: this orchard was located
about the area now at Pond-Grover Loop Road east of Hwy 109.] At the
time, I was 16 to 18 years old. I estimate that the property probably covered
about 20 acres. During those years I worked 7 days a week in the summer
months and on weekends, February through November. I was saving money
for my first car at the time.
The couple lived in a two-story frame farmhouse near the road and about 75
yards behind it was a wood framed and sided barn with a loft. The barn housed
the orchard machinery, tree spraying chemicals, ladders, pruning and picking
tools, peach flats and bushel, peck and ½ peck baskets. Also within the building
was a walk-in cooler and a wood frame mechanical apple sorter which separated the fruit by size. It may have been an antique even back then.
Between the house and the barn was a screened-in-pavilion measuring about
20x30 feet. All of the fruit and fresh cider was sold here. The Aminos’ had no
outside sales. All of the fruit was picked by hand. It seems to me that mechanical harvesters for apples were available at the time but Mr. Amino strongly felt
that the quality of his produce would suffer if he were to use these.
The couple always hired one or two more youths to work there at any one
time so I usually never worked alone.”
— Dan Bube
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Richard M. Nixon (1913-1994) was the 37th U.S. President from
1969 to 1974.
Did you know that President Nixon could play five musical instruments and
was an avid bowler? Find out more at the Richard Nixon Foundation Library
and Museum in Yorba Linda, CA or online at www.nixonfoundation.org.

“In 1962, we took a ride with our two little girls, it seemed
we rode and rode from Arnold. Mr. Niere was dividing the farm ground that
had been the Schmidt farm (his wife’s family) off Eatherton and Manchester
Roads. We were so proud of our “farm” of 3-1/2 acres, we planted trees and
corn!
In August 1971, Larry dug our basement and we started fulfilling our dream in
the “country.” The girls began 3rd and 5th grades at Pond School, we joined
Bethel Church and I continued my school bus driver career transferring from
Fox [School District] that same year.
Larry and our dads built a barn, put up a fence and began our “farm” with a
garden and two steers. Later there were horses for the girls and many dogs!
What a perfect “home” in Grover that we still love 47 years later.
Mrs. Glasers Hardware store on the corner of Eatherton and Manchester
Roads was so handy, always had the nails, etc. that we needed for building.
The Post Office was inside the Hardware Store. Mr. Funk’s grocery store was
across Manchester, the best meat, groceries and especially neighborly greetings. Funk’s store became the first City Hall for Wildwood. Carl Weber had a
gas station close by and then Hill Behan (present-day French Hen).
What a great community, thank you Mr. Niere for giving us the opportunity to
be a part of such good neighbors! What a blessing.”
— Sandy Christeson
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The Destruction of a Presidency
1973

Jan 30 Two defendants of the Watergate break-in are convicted.

	Apr 30 The investigation into the break-in widens to four members of
the Nixon administration: HR. Haldeman, John D Ehrlichman, John W.
Dean, and Attorney General Richard Kleindienst and they resign.
	June 25 Dean would admit during Senate Hearings that the administration conspired to cover up the facts. President Nixon refused to
release tapes.
	Oct 10 Vice President Spiro Agnew resigns due to charges of tax evasion and is replaced by Gerald R. Ford.
1974	May 7 Impeachment hearings were begun against President Nixon.

On July 24, the U.S. Supreme Court rules that President Nixon must
turn over the tapes that were made in the White House.
	July 27 The first three articles of impeachment against President Nixon
recommended charging that Nixon had been part of a criminal conspiracy to obstruct justice in the Watergate affair.
	Aug 9 President Nixon resigned to avoid the impeachment process.
Vice President Gerald Ford replaced Nixon.
1975	Watergate trials of Mitchell, Haldeman and Ehrlichman were all found guilty.

Gerald R. Ford (1913-2006) was the 38th U.S. President from 1974 to 1977.
Did you know that President Ford became Vice President when the previous
Vice President Spiro Agnew resigned and became President when President
Nixon resigned? Find out more at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library &
Museum in Grand Rapids, MI or online at www.fordlibarymuseum.gov.
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Jimmy Carter (1924 - ) was the 39th U.S. President from 1977 to 1981.
Did you know that President Carter’s favorite U.S. President was Harry Truman?
Find out more at The Jimmy Carter Presidential Library and Museum in Atlanta, GA or online at www.jimmycarterlibrary.gov.

The Eighties
Eighties Memories
1980	Apr 12 U.S. Olympic Committee votes to withdraw its athletes from participating in the Moscow Summer Olympic games due to the continued
involvement of Soviet Union in Afghanistan.
Apr 24-25 Failed attempt to rescue the Iran Embassy hostages.
	May 18 Mount St. Helens volcano in Washington State erupts, killing 57
people and causing nearly $3 billion in damages.
Nov
1981

Ronald Reagan wins the presidential election.

Jan 20 President Reagan’s inauguration.

	Jan 20 The Iran hostage crisis which had lasted 444 days, ended with
52 Americans being released.
Mar 30 President Reagan survives assassination attempt.
Aug 12 IBM introduces the IBM-PC personal computer.
1982

Dioxin testing was begun on the soil in Times Beach.

1983	Oct 23 A terrorist attack at the Beirut International Airport kills 241 U.S.
peacekeeping troops.
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	Oct 25 U.S. invades Grenada due to a Marxist government at the request of the Organization of Eastern Caribbean States.
1984

Nov 6 President Reagan wins reelection.

1985	Nov19 Meeting between Mikhail Gorbachev and President Reagan in
Geneva.
	
Nov 20 The first version of Microsoft’s Windows operating system is
launched.
	St. Louis Memory: 1985, Board of Alderman of Times Beach voted to
disincorporate due to the dioxin contamination.
1986

May 25 The day of Hands Across America.

1988

Nov 8 George Herbert Walker Bush wins the Presidential election.

1989	Jan 20 In President George HW Bush’s Inaugural Address, he pushed the
public for his “thousand points of light” volunteerism.
	Mar 12 Tim Berners-Lee proposal for the World Wide Web was published at CERN.
Mar 24 The Exxon Valdez crashes in Alaska’s Prince William Sound dumping 11 million gallons which extended 45 miles.
June 24 Tiananmen (China) protests

Ronald Reagan (1911-2004) was the 40th U.S. President from
1981 to 1989.
Did you know that President Reagan really liked jelly beans and didn’t like
brussels sprouts? Find out more at the Ronald Reagan Presidential Foundation
& Institute in Simi Valley, CA or online at www.reaganfoundation.org.

340

Era 1920 to 1990 -

Celebrate the History of Wildwood

The Olympic Torch Relay
The 1984 Olympic Torch Relay traveled
west on Hwy 100, right past the intersection
of Old Manchester/Westglen Farms Drive.
Our boys attended Pond Elementary which
dismissed at 4:00 p.m. Local Traffic was
Olympic Torch Relay
blocked for the relay, and our boys’ school
(Source: Photo Credit:
Ann Lena, 1984)
bus happened to be at the overpass at Hwy
109. They watched the relay from the bus, but I and a bunch of stay-at-home
moms walked down the hill from Westglen Farms to watch it go by. Hwy 100
was two lanes at the time, as was Old Manchester. There was no stop sign for
100, and no left turn lane. You can also see the storm drain culverts that were
popular with kids on their bikes and skateboards! This was a couple of years
prior to the development of the Lake Chesterfield subdivision. I recall 100 did
not become two lanes with a traffic signal at that intersection until approximately 1988, which came in handy as our kids became old enough to drive!
— Ann Lena

CONCLUSION
In conclusion, this chapter, from 1920 through 1990, has covered a vast time
of drastic change in the United States and for the area that would become
Wildwood. This area went from an almost 100% agrarian economy using mules
and horses to a time when very little land is farmed and motorized vehicles are
everywhere. The area went from less than 4,000 individuals living here to tens
of thousands of people residing here. Our historic villages, most with their own
stores, taverns and maybe a church and school, gave way to subdivisions. Oneroom schoolhouses were replaced by what would become one of the premier
public school districts not only in the State of Missouri, but in the country. That’s
a significant amount of change for an area to absorb in just 70 years.
Our next chapter will cover the thirty years from 1990 through 2020. Dynamic
change occurred during these decades, not only on a national and international
level, but also at our local level. We invite you back for the next chapter.
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1400 A.D. to Protohistoric Period - The earliest habitants of what is now
1700 A.D.
Wildwood were probably the Osage Indians. They stayed close
to the banks of the Meramec and Missouri Rivers, primarily for
the water supply, but also because of the rocky soil and flint,
which they used as scrapers, weapon points, and other stone
tools. (Courtesy of Joe Harl)
1770

Spanish government officially assumed control of the Territory of
Louisiana.

1770

Boston Massacre.

1773

Mine au Breton (Potosi, Missouri) founded.

1773

“Boston Tea Party” tax protest.

1774

A flat stone was found and remains today on the grounds
of the LaSalle Retreat Center, just off Highway 109, which is
marked “1774” and has other indecipherable markings.

1774

First Continental Congress met in Philadelphia.

1775

American Revolutionary War began at Lexington, Massachusetts.

1776

Declaration of Independence adopted by Continental Congress.

1780

Battle of Fort San Carlos, the British attacked the then-Spanish
fort at St. Louis, Missouri as part of the western campaign of the
American Revolutionary War.

1783

Second Treaty of Paris, Great Britain officially recognized United
States independence.

1788

United Sates Constitution ratified, New York City became temporary United States Capital.

1789

George Washington elected president of United States and the
United States Army established.
New Madrid, Missouri founded.

1790

United States Bill of Rights were ratified.

1791

St. Charles Borromeo Parish established in the present-day City
of St. Charles.

1793

Cape Girardeau, Missouri, authority granted to establish post.
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1793

The cotton gin was invented by Eli Whitney. It revolutionized the
cotton industry by increasing the speed and profitability of the
industry. The amount of raw cotton processed doubled each
year after 1800. Set the stage for the expansion of the Industrial
Revolution.

1794

The Company of Explorers of the Upper Missouri (known as teh
Missouri Company) is organized in St. Louis by French Traders
operating under a Spanish license.

1795

James MacKay is hired by the Missouri Company to lead an expedition up the Missouri River. Upon his return, he is rewarded
with nearly 4,000 acres in what is now northern Wildwood. A
native of Scotland, MacKay came to America in 1776 adn was
an experienced trader and leader. MacKay visted the Mandan
villages as early as 1787-88.

1797

John Adams became second president of United States.

1797

James MacKay establishes a horse-mill and three homes on
his land in the Wild Horse Creek Valley.

1798

Lt. Governor Zeon Trudeau of the Colonial Spanish government
asked Daniel Boone to bring American families to the Upper
Louisiana Territory.

1798

Spanish Village of St. Andre (St. Andrews), Missouri (near
present day Centaur) established by Captain James MacKay,
comprised mostly of American families from Pennsylvania
and Virginia, many of Scotch-Irish descent.

1800

Washington DC became the official United States capital.

1800

Spain returned the Louisiana Territory to France while they allowed Spanish governance to remain in place.

1800 - 1803

Ninian Hamilton settled on 640 acres in an area that now
includes LaSalle Institute and lands south where Old State
Road crosses the valley. Andrew Hamilton obtained a grant
for 340 additional acres to the west and Louis Courtois Jr.
obtained 6,000 acres, which included the historic area of
Glencoe.
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1803

The Louisiana Purchase, France sold its Louisiana Territory to
United States.

1804

Lewis and Clark left St. Louis to explore river route to Pacific
Ocean.

1805

United States Territory of Louisiana was established with St. Louis
being the seat of government.

1807

Lewis Memorial Chapel (Methodist) Congregation established in
Crescent, Missouri.

1809

The Missouri Fur Company organized in St. Louis.

1811

New Madrid earthquakes began which were the worst in United
States history.

1812

War of 1812 declared by United States on Great Britain. Many
local men served in this War.

1812

The Territory of Missouri was carved from the Territory of Louisiana.

1814

British forces captured Washington DC and set fire to White
House and Capital building; Francis Scott Key wrote the Star
Spangled Banner; The Treaty of Ghent ended the War of 1812.

1817

Zebulon M. Pike became the first steamboat to reach St Louis
coming from New Orleans.

1818

First petition to United States Congress for Missouri requesting
statehood.

1819

United States acquired Florida from Spain.

1820

The Missouri Compromise – Agreement for Maine admitted to
United States as free state and Missouri admitted as slave state.

1820s

Samuel Harris establishes the Village of Fox Creek.

1821

Missouri granted statehood.

1821

The Santa Fe Trail opened.

1820s (late)

The Bacon School, one of the first known schools in present-day Wildwood, was established by the Bacon Family in
the Wild Horse Creek Valley.

1826

Jefferson City was officially designated as Missouri’s capital.

1835

Cyrus Speers opens a store and tavern in the Village of Pond,
also known as Speer’s Pond.
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1836

Texas declared its independence from Mexico.

1837

United States President Martin VanBuren issued proclamation
which completed the annexation of the Platte Purchase area to
Missouri, establishing the NW border of Missouri.

1837

The William Tyler House is constructed along what is known
today as Laurey Lane. Planters from Virginia and Kentucky,
including the Coleman, Tyler, and Long Families, along with
dozens of their slaves, settle in an area generally located
along today’s Wild Horse Creek Road and establish plantation farming.

1837

Missouri’s first Jefferson City capital building destroyed by fire.

1838

Missouri Governor Lilburn Boggs issued the “Extermination Order” against Mormons living in Missouri, demanding they leave
the state.

1839

St. Malachy Catholic Mission Parish (would become St. Joseph) established on the far eastern edge of present-day
Grover. This congregation is still active in Manchester.

1841

Antioch Baptist Church congregation was established on
Wild Horse Creek Road, west of its present location. This
congregation is still active.

1841

The University of Missouri opened as the first state university
west of Mississippi River.

1846

Mexican War – United States declared war against Mexico to gain
California and the southwest territories.

1847

Telegraph connected St. Louis to the East Coast vastly improving
communications.

1848

Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo ended the Mexican War. The US
purchased California, Nevada, Utah, most of New Mexico and
Arizona, parts of Colorado and Wyoming.

1849

With California gold discovery of 1848, the Missouri towns of
St. Louis, Independence, Westport and St. Joseph became the
“gateway” to California, making Missouri the “Gateway to the
West”. Many locals also left for California, including some of the
Bacon family.
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1849

The second, most serious, cholera epidemic struck St. Louis, killing over 4,000.

1851

Pacific Railroad, groundbreaking ceremonies for line running
from St. Louis to Jefferson City and beyond.

1851

The Missouri Pacific Railroad is extended to the Village of Glencoe. Fred Schulze opens the Orrville Post Office. Charles H. Haven spends $15,000 creating “Park of Fruits of a Thousand Acres”
in Melrose. John and James Orr emigrate from Scotland and
establish Village of Orrville.

1851

St. John (Lutheran) Church congregation was founded in present
day Ellisville. This congregation is still active.

1854

Village of Glencoe laid out and a grist mill is erected.

1854

Abolitionists formed the Republican Party to politically fight slavery

1854

United States President Franklin Pierce signed the Kansas-Nebraska Act, allowing “popular sovereignty” in determining the
question of free states vs. slave states.

1857

Dred Scott decision was handed down by the US Supreme Court.

1858-59

The original Bethel Methodist (Old Rock) Church is built
along Wild Horse Creek Road by Southern Methodists.
This congregation is still active in their church on Manchester Road.

1860

Antioch Baptist Church leaves its former church building and
moves to a new building further east on Wild Horse Creek
Road.

1861

May 10, shots were fired by Capt. Nathaniel Lyon’s Home Guard.

1861

On August 10 the Battle of Wilson’s Creek resulted in a Union
retreat and southwestern Missouri was left in Confederate hands
until the Battle of Pea Ridge.

1861

On September 11, President Abraham Lincoln revoked John Fremont’s emancipation proclamation for Missouri.

1861

October 28, Missouri’s “Rebel Legislature” adopted an Act of
Secession.
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1862

August 21, William Clarke Quantrill and his band of pro-Southern
guerillas raided the pro-Union town of Lawrence, Kansas, killing
nearly 150 men and boys. This attack served to avenge the imprisonment of their wives, mothers, and sisters in Kansas City.

1867

Robert Eatherton builds a $32,000 grist mill in Village of Orrville. The Hoppenberg-Fick General Store is built in Orrville.

1868

Glencoe Marble Company formed to utilize limestone deposits in what is now Rockwoods Reservation.

1872

Orphan Protectorate opened by the Christian Brothers, just
off what is now Highway 109. It is now used as a retreat,
run by the La Salle Board and assisted by The Christian
Brothers’ Order.

1872

The former Antioch Baptist Church building on Wild Horse
Creek Road is deeded to the founders of the Mt. Pleasant
Colored Baptist Church, which included the families of freed
slaves. A burial ground is established behind the one room
church.

1875

The new (third) Bethel Methodist Church is erected on Manchester Road.

1879

Fred Rettker builds two-story building at 16962 Manchester
Road that will become the first Wildwood City Hall in 1995
through 2009.

1883

St. Paul Lutheran Church is established.

1887

Railroad is built through Centaur.

1891

Centaur Lime Company founded by Anton Leiweke, as the
Centaur Rail Station is opened, which produced the community of Centaur. St. Anthony’s Catholic Church is established
in Centaur and ultimately merges into Ascension Catholic
Church to the east.

1891

Monarch Post Office is (located at Eatherton Road an dCentaur Road) opened.

1900

Glencoe becomes a popular summer retreat because of the
Missouri Pacific’s commuter train from St. Louis to Pacific.
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1909

Heirs of Anton Leiweke open a quarrying operation in the
Village of Centaur.

1921-22

Union Baptist Church is formally established in “Westland
Acres” by a membership that included families of former
slaves, including that of William West. Grover Mutual Telephone Company established in building at 16962 Manchester Road.

1924

Major fire destroys most of Centaur.

1926-1932

Portion of Manchester Road becomes part of historic
Route 66.

1929

Big Chief Hotel built in Pond.

1937

Governor Lloyd Stark dedicates Dr. Edmund A. Babler Memorial State Park on June 23, 1937. The land for the park was
donated by the Babler Family.

1938

Rockwoods Reservation, 1,843 acres in size, is established
by the Missouri Department of Conservation. It abuts the
1,724 acres that would become Greensfelder County Park
and the 1,388 acres that would become Rockwoods Range
Conservation Area.

1943

A. P. Greensfelder, a civic leader donates land to the Missouri
Conservation Department that would be dedicated as the
1,388 acre Rockwoods Range Conservation Area.

1963

Greensfelder County Park is donated to St. Louis County by
the Trustees of the St. Louis Regional Planning and Construction Foundation.

1963

The Pond Athletic Association is established on bottom land
along Pond Road.

1965

“Guide for Growth”, a land use plan, is adopted by the St.
Louis County Council, which leads to the rezoning of almost
all the land area west of Lindbergh Boulevard to the NU
Non-Urban District – the beginning of a three (3) acre residential zoning district.
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1987

First of two (2) Community Area Studies are commissioned
by St. Louis County, i.e. Pond – Grover and Wild Horse Valley.

1990

The Missouri Department of Transportation (MODOT) releases preliminary possibilities for a major divided highway
through western St. Louis County, possibly impacting parkland and existing homes and subdivisions.

1995

Residents of a 67 square mile area of West St. Louis County
overwhelmingly vote to incorporate as a city on February 7,
1995. The City of Wildwood is officially incorporated on September 1, 1995.

1996

First election is held and a new Mayor and sixteen City Council Members are elected in April. Ron Marcantano is elected
Mayor.

1996

Master Plan, under the guidance of Jonathan Barnett, is adopted in February.

1996

Tree Preservation and Restoration Code and first-of-its-kind
Natural Resource Protection Standards are adopted by City
Council. These laws are intended to protect the character of
Wildwood.

1996

Wildwood Days, a community event, is first held in Babler
State Park.

1997

Almost 500 single family dwelling permits are issued by the
City, reflecting the zoning activity of St. Louis County, leading
up to the incorporation of Wildwood.

1997

Edward R. Kohn Park, the City’s first facility, opens in the
Wildwood portion of the Chesterfield Valley. City receives its
first grant for a trail corridor along State Route 109.

1997

Hunting Regulations approved for Wildwood by City Council.

1997

Voters approve Charter status for City of Wildwood.

1998

Dierbergs Town Center is proposed and thereafter constructed.

1998

The City Council and Planning and Zoning Commission
adopt phase 2 of the Town Center Plan.
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1998

Wildwood Logo is approved by City Council via Resolution.

1999

Historic Preservation Commission is created, after being an
advisory board for its first few years.

1999

Taylor Road is opened to traffic, after its construction as part
of the Dierbergs Market Project.

1999

Capital Improvements Sales Tax is approved by the voters.

1999

First bridge replacement project completed on Hencken
Road, over a tributary of Fox Creek.

2000

Area’s first roundabout is constructed at Manchester Road
and Taylor Road.

2000

John Wild, a seated Council Member, is elected Mayor, in a
three-way race.

2000

U.S. Census indicates the City has grown from 16,232 residents to 32,415. The City’s population doubles in size.

2000

Wildwood Family YMCA opens in the City. Immediately is a
major gathering point.

2001

A committee of volunteers completes City’s first Parks and
Recreation Plan. The plan is named Green Spaces and Recreation Places.

2001

Redistricting Committee modifies ward boundaries based
upon census results.

2001

First vegetated stream bank improvement project completed
along segments of Wild Horse Creek.

2002

The City’s Route 66 Run began, highlighting the original location of the historic roadway.

2002

First major bridge replacement project is completed over
Caulks Creek, on Strecker Road.

2002

First trail corridor opens along State Route 109. This trail segment is one-half mile in length.

2003

Al Foster Memorial Trail and Trailhead opens in Glencoe
Community; reflecting a decades old dream of many recreation and environmental enthusiasts.

2003

Wyman Center adds two new buildings to its facility on Forby Road.
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2003

Green Rock Trail Challenge is offered on this heritage trail,
between Rockwoods Reservation and Greensfelder County
Park, on National Trails Day.

2004

Wildwood Town Center Project is proposed by Koman Properties and thereafter constructed.

2004

Town Center Development Manual is completed and adopted by the City.

2004

Ed Marshall is elected Mayor.

2004

“Money Magazine” selects Wildwood as one of the Best
Places to Live in the Midwest.

2005

City’s Anniversary Park opens to big crowds.

2005

St. Louis Community College – Wildwood Campus is proposed and thereafter Phase One is completed. The facility,
located in Phase One of the overall campus plan, is the City’s
first LEED building and designated “Platinum.”

2005

Pedestrian bridge across State Route 100 is completed in
Town Center; only such structure across this State roadway
in entire region.

2005

Wildwood Greenway Corridor trail network is expanded with
addition of segments along both sides of the State Route
100 right-of-way.

2005

City receives ACEC Engineering Excellence Award for Manchester Road/Taylor Road Roundabout.

2005

Wildwood turns ten (10) years old.

2006

Master Plan update is completed, reflecting a year-long process in this regard.

2006

Cherry Hills Golf Course is rezoned for single family dwellings.

2006

Old Pond School is restored and associated park is opened
to the public.

2006

Crossings Community Improvement District is formed for a
fifteen (15) acre area of the Wildwood Town Center Project
and it eventually becomes the owner of the parking garage.
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2006

Voters approve St. Paul Road Annexation and a one square
mile area of land is added to Wildwood.

2006

Bethel United Methodist Church celebrates its 150th Anniversary.

2007

Hamilton-Carr Greenway Corridor and trail completed and
links the Meramec River to Rockwoods Reservation and includes a tunnel under Old State Road, at State Route 109.

2007

Rural Internet Access Committee is formed to address internet access for the rural areas of Wildwood.

2007

Action Plan for Parks and Recreation is adopted by the Planning and Zoning Commission and ratified and endorsed by
the City Council.

2007

Wildwood Hotel opens for business in Town Center, offering
a boutique experience in Wildwood.

2008

Timothy Woerther is elected to his first of two-terms as Mayor of Wildwood.

2008

Glencoe City Park opens in Glencoe Community and includes a connection to the Hamilton–Carr Greenway.

2008

Westland Acres, a historic African-American Community, is
designated as the City’s first historic district.

2008

City Charter updated and amendments approved.

2008

B&B Theatres open a ten-plex cinema in Town Center, on
Main Street.

2009

Sixty-six acre tract of land is purchased by the City for its
community park, near the intersection of State Route 100
and State Route 109.

2009

City Hall moves from Manchester Road (Historic Funk’s
Grove) to leased space at 183 Plaza Drive.

2009

City receives award from Missouri Recycling Association for
Outstanding Government Recycling Program.

2009

City Charter updated and amendments approved.

2009

Barbecue Bash moves to Wildwood.
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2009

Wildwood Farmers Market opens for business, every Saturday from May to October.

2010

U.S. census is completed and Wildwood adds another 3,969
residents, despite worst recession in country’s history.

2010

Town Center Plan Update is completed and adopted by the
Planning and Zoning Commission.

2010

Rock Hollow Trail opens and links to the Al Foster Memorial
Trail.

2011

City launches ‘Frozen Feet Trail Run’ in January and it is
immediately one (1) of the most popular events in region
among runners.

2011

Wildwood Farms community garden opens to fifty (50) gardeners grows to over one hundred (100) participants by
2015.

2011

Old Pond School placed on the National Register of Historic
Places – U.S. Department of Interior – National Park Service.

2011

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church celebrates its 150th Anniversary.

2011

Annual Founders’ Day Celebration restarted again, after short
hiatus, to celebrate all things Wildwood and the people who
work to make it so.

2011

Wildwood is designated a “Tree City USA.”

2012

Hidden Valley Ski Resort expands runs and adds tubing hill.

2012

Monarch-Chesterfield Levee Trail is completed, which links
much of the valley area together.

2012

Redistricting Committee modifies ward boundaries based
upon census results.

2012

Manchester Road Great Streets Master Plan is adopted and
ratified by the City of Wildwood.

2012

Wildwood is awarded the 2012 “Parks and Trails Development” MUNI Award, in recognition of Wildwood’s commitment to development of its trail system.

2013

City adds a major segment to the Al Foster Memorial Trail
with the construction of it west and south of the Glencoe
Community.
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2013

City launches its new website.

2013

New, and permanent, City Hall is completed and occupied
on Main Street in Town Center.

2013

City completes its 26th, and most recent, bridge replacement project on Wild Horse Creek Road, over Bates Creek.

2013

Bays ET and Wisper ISP rollout high-speed internet service to
the rural areas of Wildwood.

2013

Pond Athletic Association celebrates its 50th Anniversary.

2013

Rockwoods Reservation celebrates its 75th Anniversary.

2014

City hosts its first Art Festival, as part of the Celebrate Wildwood Event.

2014

LaSalle Institute celebrates its 150th Anniversary at its Rue
de LaSalle location.

2014

City’s Finance Department is awarded Certificate of Achievement for Excellence in Financial Reporting, a total of sixteen
years, and Distinguished Budget Award for nine years in a
row.

2015

Wildwood’s Community Park opens with the completion of
Phase I.

2015

Ryan S. Thomas, one (1) of City’s first employees, is named
the City’s fifth City Administrator.

2015

City is recognized for its project with the Missouri Department of Transportation for State Route 109.

2015

Bluff View Park opens, under a partnership with St. Louis
County.

2015

Wildwood turns twenty (20) years old.

2015

Wabash, Frisco and Pacific Railroad in Glencoe Community
celebrates its 75th Anniversary of its founding.

2015

City receives “MUNI” Award from the St. Louis County Municipal League for collaboration on Manchester Road Great
Streets Project.

2015

City’s first Dog Park opens in Community Park.

2015

Wildwood is named one of Missouri’s ten most-beautiful cities by TheCultureTrip.com.
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2016

City publishes its 12th annual Calendar.

2016

James R. Bowlin enters office as the City’s 5th elected Mayor.

2016

Wildwood named among Top 10 best small cities for families in America.

2016

Master Plan update is completed after a year-long review by
a citizen committee, the Planning and Zoning Commission,
and the City Council.

2016

City adopts its first Economic Development Guide.

2016

The City wins 2 awards from the American Council of Engineering Companies for Excellence in Engineering on its
Community Park project and the State Route 109 project,
between Clayton Road and State Route 100.

2016

The City again received the Certificate of Achievement for
Excellence in Financial Reporting.

2017

Wildwood experiences the second, 500-year plus flood
event in eighteen (18) months that closes State Route 109
and damages several homes and public properties.

2017

City completes several major park and trail projects, including the upgrade of the Al Foster Memorial Trailhead, the connection of Bluff View Trail to Rock Hollow Trail, and Phase
Two of the Community Park.

2017

The City Council reestablished the Wildwood Celebration
Commission, after years of inactivity.

2017

A second pedestrian bridge over State Route 100 is completed and now provides a full loop with the Wildwood Greenway Corridor that is located on either side of the roadway.

2017

The Town Center Area begins 2017 wtih over eight hundred
(800) new home sites at some level of review or construction. The homes accommodate a range of housing types and
price points.

2017

The City’s Charter Review Commission is formed by City
Council and considers the current Charter for possible
changes, which would be presented to the voters of Wildwood and is required every ten (10) years.
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This book is made possible through the efforts of the City of Wildwood’s Historic Preservation Commission. This group included the following individuals
who provided input and support to this work:

Members:

Paul Wojciechowski
Jan Stevens
Michael Compton
Steve Scott
Jim Hrubes
Christopher Hammond
Josh Sprunger
Greg Barth
Jerry Jeter
Russ Rosener
Larry Thompson (in memoriam)
Judy Sahm (in memoriam)

Planning and Zoning
Commission Liaison:
Fran Gragnani

Citizen Volunteers:
Sally Branson
John Gragnani
Julie Nicolai
Marlene Theleman

Staff Liaisons:
Joe Vujnich
Terri Gaston
Kathy Arnett

Alternates:

Dan Rowton
Alan Bachert
Kelley Woerther

Council Liaisons:
Steve Taylor
Lauren Edens
Don Bartoni
Sue Cullinane
Glen DeHart
Katie Dodwell
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The Historic Preservation Commission, which is an official entity of the City
of Wildwood, completed this work in partnership with Wildwood Historical
Society, a local, non-profit that is supported by its Members. A great debt is
owed to this organization and its members, in particular, Jill VonGruben, who
authored much of the content of this publication.
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Questions or comments regarding this book
can be directed to:
parks@cityofwildwood.com
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City of Wildwood’s Register of Historic Places
Property Requirements
• The historic property exhibits historic or prehistoric archaeological resources with
the potential contribute to the understanding of historic and prehistoric cultures
• The historic property is associated with a particular person, event, or period of
time important to this area
• The historic property is in one identifiable neighborhood or distinct geographical
area of the city, such as the Town Center
• The historic property is of a particular architectural style or school, or by a particular architect, builder, designer, or crafts person of significance
• The historic property is 75 years of age or older
• Other criteria as may be adopted by the Historic Preservation Commission
Local Landmarks Designated
Andrew J. Kern House, Pond
Kern Service Station, Pond
Glencoe School – Post Office, Glencoe
Jaeger Farm Log Cabin, Melrose
St. Onge – Gimble Log Cabin, Melrose
Stovall’s Grover, Hollow
Annie Rickard House, Grover
Hencken Place - home to Wildwood Historical Society, Hollow
Old Pond School, Pond
Ben Baumer House
Second John E. Schnarr House, Grover
The Cottage in Wildwood – Dingley Bungalow, Grover
Marinist Retreat Center, Glencoe
Local District Designated (Multiple Properties)
Westland Acres
National Register of Historic Places – Locations in Wildwood
Dr. Edmund Babler State Park, Kelpe-Centaur area
Kreienkamp Store, Melrose
Ball-Essen Farmstead, Orrville-Pond area
Big Chief Dakota Grill, Pond
Orrville Historic District, Orrville
Old Pond School, Pond
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1909 Plat Map, Meramec Township
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Meramec Township Population
1799	St. Andre (St. Andrew) 393, Meramec
(area south of Meramec River) 115
1850	1,874 total population
St. Louis was seventh largest city population in United States.
1864 2,537
(St. Louis County court census)
1870

3,436
St. Louis was considered the nation’s fourth largest city.

1890 3,858
1900 4,108
1920

3,747

1930

4,221

1940 4,927
1950

6,446

In the 1970s-80s, a new “Meramec Township” was defined and it includes:
Ballwin, Chesterfield, Clarkson Valley, Ellisville, Eureka and Pacific. These are
not the same geographical areas as the historic Meramec Township.
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Celebrate the History
of Wildwood, Missouri
The City of Wildwood was incorporated in
1995. Yet for over two centuries,
pioneers and immigrants settled in this
area to form Wildwood’s 11 historic communities. Their sacrifices and work set the
stage for the current City of Wildwood.
Cover images: (Front) Big Chief
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(back) Bacon House in Orrville,
Melrose School 1931, Kelpe Family
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